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This report is an abridged version of GardaWorld Weekly Iraq .Xplored March 11, 2017.  To subscribe to 
the full versions of the daily/weekly Iraq .Xplored reports, or for enquires relating to other GardaWorld 
services or products, please contact daniel.matthews@garda.com  
 

 
 
 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment 

as at the date of the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report 

have been formed in good faith on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no 

representation or warranty, express or implied, is made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts 

no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is 

advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In 

particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 As the Mosul operation continues, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas across 

Iraq including Baghdad, Salah ad Din, Diyala and the southern provinces, as IS retains intent to stoke 

sectarian tensions and force a redeployment of ISF resources away from Mosul.  This is underlined by recent 

VBIED attacks in Shia-dominated areas of Baghdad City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in 

eastern Baghdad.  An increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern Anbar, in particular the cities of 

Ramadi and Fallujah, as evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.   

 
 The security footprint and other local factors in the south, particularly in Baghdad, will severely constrain IS 

ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north and the west of the country, though the 

threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an increased level of ISF deliberate actions 

to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, especially in the northern areas 

of Baghdad province. 

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas currently under IS 

control, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

HRW claims PMU forces forced families accused of IS association from their homes  
Iraqi forces have forcibly displaced at least 125 families said to have familial ties or affiliation to IS, according to a 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) statement on March 5.  HRW allege that Sunni tribal groups within the Popular 

Mobilization Units (PMUs) and Iraqi soldiers forced families out of their homes following the passage of a decree 

issued by local authorities  

 

‘No evidence’ of IS using chemical weapons in Mosul attack  
Iraq's United Nations ambassador has said there is no evidence that IS has used chemical weapons in an attack 

in Mosul.   
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Mosul Update 
 

Tactical Update 

ISF advanced on a broad front in western Mosul during the period. In west-central Mosul, ISF recaptured Nabih 

and Akaidat districts, with IS militants setting fire to buildings including Ninawa public hospital as they withdrew. 

ISF are now at the southern edge of the densely populated district of Old Mosul. ISF also recaptured al-Mansour 

district.  

 

To the northwest of Mosul, ISF continued to advance in the Badoush area. They have consolidated around the 

town and taken a number of villages in the area, as well as reportedly securing all high ground including the 

Atshana Hills. Further west, militants attacked the defensive perimeter of Tal Afar Airport, which was successfully 

repelled. Air and artillery strikes continue to target Tal Afar city.  

 

‘No evidence’ of IS using chemical weapons in Mosul attack  

Iraq's United Nations ambassador has said there is no evidence that IS has used chemical weapons in an attack 

in Mosul.  Mohamed Alhakim told press ahead of a closed Security Council meeting on a reported chemical 

attack that he had spoken to officials in Baghdad and informed UN disarmament chief Kim Won-soo of the lack 

of evidence in advance.  The alleged attack occurred last week in eastern Mosul in a neighbourhood along the 

Tigris River.  Doctors in an urgent care hospital in Erbil said they began receiving patients showing symptoms of 

chemical weapons exposure.   

Political 
 

Iraq agrees on appointment of new Iranian Ambassador to Iraq 

According to unconfirmed reports, the Iraqi Government has agreed on the appointment of Irij Masjidi to take up 

the post of Iranian Ambassador to Iraq. 

 

Provincial Council choose new Baghdad Governor 

Baghdad provincial council have chosen Atwan Atwani to be the new Baghdad Governor following a majority 

vote on March 06 according to news reports.  Atwani will replace Ali Tamimi, who was relieved from post in 

January this year over corruption accusations.   

 

Al-Abadi will attend the next Arab Summit Meeting 

According to a senior Iraqi government source, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi will represent Iraq in the next 

Arab summit meeting instead of the Iraqi President, Fuad Masum. The source, who asked not to be named, said 

he "did not know the reason for Masum’s non-participation.  

Security 
 

4th Batch of Czech L-159 Jets Arrive in Iraq 

The Iraqi government has received a fourth batch of Czech-made L-159 fighter jets which comprised two more 

airframes. Iraqi air force officer Ahmed Hassan confirmed the acquisition and stated that the new delivery was 

handed over to the Iraqi authorities at Balad Airbase, Salahaddin province.  

 

Abadi says Iraq to continue striking IS locations in Syria 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said that Baghdad will not hesitate to strike terrorism locations in 

neighbouring states. "I really respect the sovereignty of other states. However, I frankly say that I will not hesitate 

to strike terrorism locations in neighbouring states that threaten Iraq. I got the approval of the Syrian government 

to hit terror targets in Albu Kamal district in Syria,” Abadi said during a press conference on 8 March. "Iraqi 

constitution bans our forces to attack any foreign state, however, the army should protect the country from 

internal and external threats,” he added 
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Abadi says IS damage to Iraqi infrastructure totals 35bn US Dollars 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said that the cost of damage to Iraqi infrastructure attributable to IS has 

reached $35 billion. Abadi said “IS destroyed relations among social categories in Iraq, not to mention the huge 

humanitarian cost represented the high numbers of deaths, injuries and displaced people”. He also stated that 

despite IS claims that it protects Sunnis, it “killed more Sunnis than any other Iraqi sects”. 

 

Christian militia embraces PMF, takes on role in fighting IS 

Iraq's Babiliyun [Babylonians] Brigades, a Chaldean Christian paramilitary group of unconfirmed size, has 

reportedly allied itself with the mainly Shiite, Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU), and is reportedly fighting 

alongside the PMU against IS and also actively promoting the PMF as an inclusive force representing all Iraqis.  

 

HRW claims PMU forces forced families accused of IS association from their homes  

Iraqi forces have forcibly displaced at least 125 families said to have familial ties or affiliation to IS, according to a 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) statement on March 5.  HRW allege that Sunni tribal groups within the Popular 

Mobilization Units (PMUs) and Iraqi soldiers forced families out of their homes following the passage of a decree 

issued by local authorities.  

Foreign Affairs 

 

Baghdad welcomes US decision to remove Iraq from travel ban 

Iraq has welcomed US President Donald Trump's decision to remove Iraq from a list of countries targeted in a 

US travel ban.  "Iraqi Foreign Ministry expresses deep satisfaction with US President Donald Trump's executive 

order excluding Iraqis from the travel ban and considers the decision a move in the right direction, which would 

enhance strategic cooperation between Baghdad  

 

US President to host al-Abadi in March 

According to the White House, US President Donald Trump will host Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi in 

Washington this month.  Press Secretary Sean Spicer confirmed the meeting in the White House’s regular press 

briefing on March 7.  The meeting is expected to take place in two weeks' time.   

Economic 
 

UK to give Iraqi government 10 billion pounds for infrastructure projects  

According to unconfirmed press reporting the British government has agreed to give 10 billion pounds ($12 

billion) in loans to the Iraqi government to finance infrastructure projects, including water and sewage, in the 

country over a 10 year period. Iraq’s acting finance minister, Abdul Razzaq al-Essa announced the agreement 

on March 05 and stated that only British companies could be contracted to carry out projects funded by the loans 

 

In separate but related reporting, the Iraqi Foreign Ministry issued a statement on 6 March, saying that Iraqi 

Ambassador to Britain Salih Husayn al-Tamimi held a meeting with several British MPs, including Foreign 

Relations Committee member Mike Gapes, which was devoted to discussing ways to consolidate bilateral 

relations and the ongoing war against IS, in addition to the humanitarian situation in Mosul 

 

Iraq’s foreign debt now totals $119 billion 

Following yesterday’s reporting that the UK is to give Iraq a 10 billion pound loan for reconstruction efforts, a 

report citing parliamentary Financial Committee member Majidah al-Tamimi stated that Iraq's foreign debts now 

stand at $119 billion.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Reporting outside of the Mosul operational area in this period has been characterised by low-level incidents in 

Kirkuk, and more substantial insurgent attacks in Salah ad Din and Diyala. Road haulage drivers again mounted 

a partial blockade of Highway 2, on this occasion in the Khalis area on March 11, to protest against illegal taxes 

at checkpoints.  

 

In Salah ad Din, insurgent related violence was most evident in the north and east of the province. The most 

significant attack involved multiple suicide bombers in Hajjaj, 10km south of Bayji, on March 8. Two attackers 

detonated explosive vests during a wedding in the town, before two more detonated vests targeting security 

forces shortly after. More than 30 people including ISF members were killed and 45 injured. Clashes were also 

reported between militants and ISF, who imposed a curfew in the area. In the north of the province, four militants 

were killed whilst attempting to rig a car as a VBIED near Shirqat. IS activity in northern Salah ad Din was also 

evident as PMU forces stated they had destroyed IS convoys consisting of up to five technicals on the Bayji-

Mosul Highway. In the east of the province, near the provincial boundary with Diyala, the Mutaibijah area 

remains an area of high insurgent activity, with two IDF incidents this week 
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In Diyala, activity was predominantly comprised of insurgent violence and tribal disputes, mainly clustered along 

the Diyala River Valley. In the Muqdadiyah area, there were a number of SAF attacks targeting ISF and Sunni 

militia checkpoints, as well as targeted attacks against individuals. There were also two instances in the Mandali 

area where militants wearing suicide vests were interdicted by ISF, one shot himself whilst the other was killed 

by ISF. Additionally, the Head of the Security Committee in Diyala Provincial Council also stated that a VBIED 

had been found and cleared in the east of Baqubah on March 10, with some reports stating as many as three 

had been discovered. However, the spokesman for Diyala’s police department denied the reports, saying there 

had been no incidents. The tribal violence was recorded in Abu Saida, 20km northeast of Baqubah. Tribal 

violence in this area regularly flares, and has in the past led to significant violence including regular retaliatory 

attacks for prolonged periods between tribes.. 

 

Activity in Kirkuk was exclusively low-level during the period. This included a fatal SAF attack targeting an ISF 

officer in Kirkuk city. Also, the Head of Nineveh Facilities Protection Services survived an attempt to stab him to 

death at his home in Domiz district. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Violent incidents in Anbar this week were asymmetric in the Euphrates River Valley (ERV), mostly consisting of 

IED-related incidents, although there was a VBIED detonation in Hit and a VBIED was intercepted in Ramadi’s 

western environs. In the west of the province around Rutbah, there were also significant direct attacks against 

ISF and ISF locations, including an attack at an installation west of Rutbah and another east of the town. 

Reporting has also included ongoing airstrikes against IS positions and materiel in the Upper Euphrates River 

Valley. 

In the Ramadi-Fallujah corridor there were multiple mass clearances of IEDs. As well as incidents in Ramadi and 

Fallujah, there were also multiple finds in Karma, northeast of Fallujah, and in Khalidiyah west of Fallujah. 

Around Ramadi, the rural areas of Albu Faraj and Albu Hazeel also recorded multiple IED finds. On March 5, a 

VBIED was intercepted in the 5 Kilo area in the western approaches to Ramadi, indicating Sunni militants’ intent 

to target cities in Anbar with high-profile incidents. This was further evidenced by a VBIED which detonated in 

Hit, 50km northwest of Ramadi, on March 9. In the west of the province, ISF in the Rutbah area have been 

subjected to significant attacks on March 10 and 11. On March 10 a Border Force and Sunni tribal militia was 

attacked west of Rutbah. The following day an Iraqi Army location was also attacked at the 130 Kilo area east of 

Rutbah, resulting in 11 militants killed and three vehicles destroyed with the aid of air support.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

Incidents this week in Baghdad city were low-level, consisting largely of IED attacks targeting Shia civilians at 

crowded areas such as markets, almost certainly perpetrated by Sunni militants. In addition to Sunni militant 

activity, there were also a number of incidents that were attributable to Shia militia or criminal activity. 

 

There were 13 IED detonations reported during the period, the majority of which occurred in peripheral Shia 

majority neighbourhoods. In the rural southern environs of the city, there were two incidents that targeted ISF, 

one of which was a Sunni Awakening patrol. In total, two people were killed and 15 injured by IEDs in the city 

this period. 

 

The deadliest incident in the city recorded this week involved a significant tribal conflict on the outskirts of Sadr 

city on March 7, which resulted in five killed and eight injured. Other activity in the city was mostly related to 

criminal activity, with some attributable to violence arising from Shia rivalries or religious hardliners.   
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Capital Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

In the wider province, activity was largely routine, consisting almost exclusively of IED attacks. Activity was 

mostly clustered in the north and west of the wider province. In Taji, however, IA reported killing a suicide 

bomber wearing an explosive vest. No other casualties resulted from the incident. The attacker was reported to 

be a fugitive from Badoush prison, who had previously been sentenced to death for terrorism offences. Tarmiyah 

also witnessed an airstrike and an IED targeting ISF.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
The south was relatively subdued this week, with typical patterns of low-level violence including tribal disputes 

and criminality. 

 

In Basra province, four gunmen shot and killed a civilian during a tribal dispute in Garma, northwest of Basra city. 

The fatality will complicate the arrangement of a tribal truce, without which further violence is probable. Also 

likely to result in recriminations was the killing of a village headman in Thagar, northern Basra province. There 

were two intimidatory IEDs in Basra city, neither of which resulted in casualties, as is the norm. In the wider 

province, there was a more unusual incident involving the throwing of a grenade at an Emergency Police 

detachment in Zubayr. Three persons were arrested in relation to the incident, which injured a policeman.  

 

Elsewhere in the south, one person was killed during a tribal dispute in Amarah, Maysan province. A tribesman 

was killed and two injured during a SAF exchange in Qalat Salih in southern Maysan province, due to a tribal 

dispute which escalated. There were numerous small demonstrations across the south related to employment 

issues or other grievances with government actions or policies. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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