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This report is an abridged version of GardaWorld Weekly Iraq .Xplored March 18, 2017.  To subscribe to 
the full versions of the daily/weekly Iraq .Xplored reports, or for enquires relating to other GardaWorld 
services, please contact daniel.matthews@garda.com   
 

 

 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment 

as at the date of the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report 

have been formed in good faith on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no 

representation or warranty, express or implied, is made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts 

no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is 

advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In 

particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 As the Mosul operation continues, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas across 

Iraq including Baghdad, Salah ad Din and Diyala, as IS retains intent to stoke sectarian tensions and force a 

redeployment of ISF resources away from Mosul.  This is underlined by recent VBIED attacks in Shia-

dominated areas of Baghdad City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in eastern Baghdad.  An 

increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern Anbar, in particular the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah, as 

evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.   

 
 The security footprint and other local factors in the south, particularly in Baghdad, will severely constrain IS 

ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north and the west of the country, though the 

threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an increased level of ISF deliberate actions 

to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, especially in the northern areas 

of Baghdad province. 

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is 

possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical 

Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited reporting has 

already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in 

areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security 

forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country.  In the long-term, there will 

be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the 

contribution in the national campaign against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Turkish Premier invites Al-Abadi to visit Turkey 
Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim has invited his Iraqi counterpart, Haider al-Abadi, to Turkey during a phone 

conversation between the two leaders on March 14 according to the Iraqi Ambassador to Turkey Hisham al-

Alawi.  Al-Alawi stated that the visit was likely to occur after the end of the Mosul offensive.   

 

Abadi hails Saudi-Iraqi "rapprochement", urges joint cooperation  

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has welcomed Saudi-Iraqi rapprochement and urged joint cooperation 

between both countries.  In his weekly press conference, Abadi noted that Saudi Arabia "has opened the door 

for ultimate cooperation with Iraq", adding that the kingdom, as well as all Gulf countries, were invited to take 

part in rebuilding the areas captured from IS.  

 

Al Sadr forms committee for reform 
A statement was issued by Sadrist Movement leader Muqtada al-Sadr on March 11, in which he announced the 

formation of a committee composed of six people to follow up on his reform project. The six people are: Ahmad 

al-Sadr; Sabah al-Sa'idi; Liqa' Al Yasin; Diya' al-Asadi; Muhammad al-Mawsili; and Nassar al-Rubay'i.  
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THREAT MAP 
 

 

 

 

COUNTRY WIDE INCIDENT TOTALS 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Mosul Update 
 

Tactical Update 

ISF have made some hard-fought progress this week in the campaign to liberate Nineveh, despite weather 

conditions hampering operations over the past two days. In Mosul itself, Federal Police and Emergency 

Response units have edged into the outskirts of the Old City, despite strong IS resistance. Commanders noted 

that tactics needed to change as they entered the narrow streets of Old Mosul, where only dismounted 

operations can occur, and ISFs heavy weapons and air support advantage cannot be freely utilised due to the 

remaining civilian populace. IS militants continued to indiscriminately target civilians in Mosul with IDF and 

explosive-dropping drones through the week. This included targeting neighbourhoods on the eastern side of the 

city, where residual explosives also remain a threat. 

 

To the northwest of Mosul, PMU and ISF liberated a number of villages during the period, culminating in the 

announcement that the entire district of Badoush had been cleared. However, in the days following this 

statement, ISF killed six suicide attackers attempting to target troops near Badoush prison, highlighting the 

enduring threat of sleeper cells and insurgent infiltration in liberated areas. 

 

Tajik fugitive colonel leads IS fighters defending Mosul 

Andrey Serenko, a Russian expert on Central Asia, citing IS media activists, has stated that the former 

commander of the special forces of the Tajik Interior Ministry, Gulmurod Halimov, is commanding the IS defence 

of the western sector of Mosul.   

 

Despite long siege, PMUs would prefer locals to liberate Tal Afar 

A PMU commander near Tal Afar has stated that the PMUs have the town under siege and were “ready to storm 

it”, but it was preferable that the local population themselves liberated the area.  

 

Iraq's Abadi approves measures to help Mosul displaced 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has approved eight recommendations on increasing support to IDPs from 

the western districts of Mosul, according to the prime minister's office.   

 

Iraqi rights body reports 276 typhoid cases in eastern Mosul 

The Iraqi Observatory for Human Rights has said that it has documented 276 cases of typhoid infections in the 

eastern side of Mosul city in Nineveh Province.   

 

Iraqi President calls for investigation into use of chemical weapons by IS 

Iraqi President Fuad Masum has called for a joint investigation of the United Nations and the Organisation for the 

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) into reports of chemical weapon use in Iraq by IS. IS has claimed that 

white phosphorus munitions are being used in US bombardments of residential areas in western Mosul.  

  

Iraqi forces arrest IS key leader in western Mosul – Safe corridors opened for civilians 

Iraqi forces have arrested a key leader of IS in western Mosul city in Nineveh Province according to 

reports.  Security forces arrested "terrorist Abdullah Atiya while attempting to escape Badoush district with the 

displaced people 

Political 

 

Arab League chief meets PM, Speaker and Foreign Minister 

Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul Gheit visited Baghdad in a one-day trip on March 15 and met 

Prime Minister Al-Abadi and Speaker Salim al-Jabouri in separate discussions.  In his meeting with Aboul Gheit, 
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Abadi stressed the importance of unifying Arab states' efforts in the face of "terrorism" and the challenges facing 

Iraq due to the ongoing war against IS.   

 

Abadi declines to attend parliament session on Iraqi budget 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and chairman of the election commission, Sirbas Moustafa, reportedly 

declined to take part in a March 16 parliament session that was scheduled to discuss budget 

irregularities.  According to Iraqi TV, parliament was scheduled to host Abadi on complaints about the budget 

amid controversy over Abadi’s accusations that parliament had hidden around 50 billion dinars under the guise 

of ‘staff allocations’.  The parliament adjourned its session without setting another date for the session.  

 

Al Sadr forms committee for reform 

A statement was issued by Sadrist Movement leader Muqtada al-Sadr on March 11, in which he announced the 

formation of a committee composed of six people to follow up on his reform project. The six people are: Ahmad 

al-Sadr; Sabah al-Sa'idi; Liqa' Al Yasin; Diya' al-Asadi; Muhammad al-Mawsili; and Nassar al-Rubay'i.  

  

Ammar al-Hakim says National Alliance will visit all provinces as part of his reform proposals 

The head of the National Alliance, Ammar al-Hakim, has said that his coalition will visit all Iraqi provinces in order 

to discuss their problems and find appropriate solutions. Hakim said during his speech at the National Alliance 

Conference that "the Coalition has communicated with citizens in three provinces [Maysan, Dhi Qar and Babil] 

so far, adding that they had “noticed a number of treatable problems that could be solved by the parties 

concerned”. 

Security 
 

IS assassinates Sunni PMU figure near Baghdad  

IS has claimed the assassination of a local Sunni militia figure Latif al-Jari after a brazen "commando" raid on his 

home in northern Baghdad on March 17.   

 

Iraq police say 90,000 displaced return to eastern Fallujah 

The Iraqi police have announced the return of 90,000 displaced to Al-Karma district northeast of Fallujah in 

Anbar province.  "The security situation in Al-Karma is controlled by the army, police and tribal forces," Al-Karma 

Police Chief Muhammad al-Fahdawi stated.   

 

Iraq denies reports on arrival of hundreds of US troops 

The Iraqi Joint Operations Command has denied reports that 2000 US troops had arrived in a military base in Al-

Anbar Province, west of Baghdad.  In a brief statement by the Joint Operations Command it denied the reports, 

describing them as inaccurate.   

Foreign Affairs 

 

Turkish Premier invites Al-Abadi to visit Turkey 

Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim has invited his Iraqi counterpart, Haider al-Abadi, to Turkey during a phone 

conversation between the two leaders on March 14 according to the Iraqi Ambassador to Turkey Hisham al-

Alawi.  Al-Alawi stated that the visit was likely to occur after the end of the Mosul offensive 

 

Abadi hails Saudi-Iraqi "rapprochement", urges joint cooperation  

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has welcomed Saudi-Iraqi rapprochement and urged joint cooperation 

between both countries.  In his weekly press conference, Abadi noted that Saudi Arabia "has opened the door 

for ultimate cooperation with Iraq", adding that the kingdom, as well as all Gulf countries, were invited to take 

part in rebuilding the areas captured from IS.  
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Economic 

 

US Secretary of State meets Iraqi Minister of Oil 

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has met with Iraqi Oil Minister Jabbar al-Luaibi at the US State Department 

on March 10.  Outcomes from the meeting have not yet been reported.  Related, Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-

Abadi has expressed a willingness to make a visit to Washington ahead of an earlier date, which had been set 

for the week of March 19.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Outside of the Mosul operational area, the most notable attacks have occurred in Salah ad-Din. Incidents in 

Diyala and Kirkuk were mostly reflective of disputes or criminality, although some Sunni militant activity was 

discernable in both provinces. 

 

In Salah ad Din, there was a significant attack in Shirqat in the north of the province, as well as the first VBIED 

detonation in central Tikrit since November 2016. The VBIED was parked in Atiba Street in central Tikrit, 

resulting in at least eight people killed and 52 injured. ISF subsequently implemented a curfew in the city. A 

number of arrests have since been made in relation to the incident, with ISF claiming they have caught those 

responsible.  In Shirqat, IS militants reportedly attempted to infiltrate the western coast of the area by crossing 

the Tigris River in boats. The attack was preceded by mortars fired from the IS-held eastern bank of Shirqat. 

PMU forces supported by army aviation repelled the attack, killing at least four militants, during clashes which 

continued until the early hours of the following morning, when remaining IS militants withdrew. A PMU fighter and 

a civilian were killed during the incident, along with eight others injured. In addition to IS activity, PMU Saraya al-

Salam conducted a clearance operation in al-Jalam, east of Samara. The PMU reported it had killed seven 

militants and injured 16. 
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In Diyala, PMU forces reported repelling a complex attack by IS militants on multiple villages in al-Adhaim 

district. The Adhaim District in Diyala, close to the border with Salah ad-Din, was also again targeted with 

mortars this week. Additionally in Kirkuk, ISF reported discovered three explosive vests in al-Rummel village, 

close to the Kirkuk-Salah ad-Din border. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Anbar witnessed typical asymmetric activity in the Ramadi-Fallujah corridor, with multiple IED incidents. Hit was 

again targeted with a VBIED, although once again the device only caused injuries. 

Indicating the freedom with which insurgents can operate in the sparsely populated desert areas of the province, 

a significant militant camp was destroyed south of Ramadi. A joint force of ISF and Sunni tribal fighters 

conducted an operation in the al-Qadif valley, in the Thameel and Asila areas 75km southwest of Ramadi. The 

force killed six insurgents and destroyed a camp, discovering over 20 suicide vests and three VBIEDs, as well as 

large quantities of explosive. Two vehicles and 18 insurgents managed to escape. The area is within striking 

distance of Ramadi and the international highways to Jordan, as well as Ayn al-Tamur in Karbala province, 

which has witnessed a surge in attacks since the recapture of Fallujah last year.  

Coalition airstrikes continue to target IS positions in Anah, Rawa and Qa’im, in the Upper Euphrates River 

Valley. Similarly, insurgent activity was noted along the international highways to Jordan, including near the 

Trebil border crossing area, where ISF were targeted with an IED. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

There were no major incidents in Baghdad city this week, with activity conforming to recent trends.  

 

IED incidents continue to target Shia civilians at crowded areas such as shops and markets. These incidents are 

almost certainly perpetrated by Sunni militants seeking to undermine the government whilst increasing sectarian 

and community tensions. As well as this, there were also grenade and low-yield IED incidents reported, which 

will likely be linked to personal or business disputes. 

 

There were 11 IED detonations reported during the period, the majority of which occurred in the southwest 

quadrant of the city, where neighbourhoods tend to be of mixed demographics. In total, reporting indicated that 

four people have been killed and 17 injured by IED activity during the period. 

 

Somewhat unusually, there was an Indirect Fire incident recorded in the northerly rural environs of the city, in 

Khadimiya district, where a single mortar round impacted killing one and injuring four.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

In Baghdad province, most activity consisted of IED attacks in majority Sunni areas such as Abu Ghraib to the 

west, Mahmudiyah to the south, and Madain to the southeast. To the north of Baghdad, in the Tarmiyah area, 

there were two IED attacks as well as a well-planned attack to assassinate a Sunni tribal PMU commander in his 

home by four attackers wearing explosive vests. IS claimed responsibility for the attack during which the PMU 

commander, two of his bodyguards and seven family members were killed.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
In the south this week incidents were in-line with established trends. There was the usual mix of low-level 

violence associated with criminality and personal disputes, as well as tribal violence and demonstrations. 

 

In Basra province, there was just one low-yield IED recorded, which detonated outside the home of a chef in 

Maqil, who was employed at the Basra International Hotel. Aside from murders arising from personal disputes 

and general criminality, narcotics arrests continue to feature heavily in reporting. There was a number of Article 

4-Terrorism arrests in the province, although this legislation is often used in relation to other misdemeanors due 

to the ease with which it can be employed, and rarely pertains to insurgent activity. 

 

Incidents elsewhere in the south similarly reflected low-level criminality and tribal violence. In Maysan, tribal 

fighting was recorded in Qalat Salih in the south of the province. Also typical of reporting in the south, there were 

numerous small demonstrations related to employment issues or other grievances with government actions or 

policies. One issue which is enduring in Basra is the recent ratification of a decision to abide by a UN agreement 

regarding the border delineation in the Khor Abdullah waterway, which provides access to Umm Qasr Seaport. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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