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This report is an abridged version of GardaWorld Weekly Iraq .Xplored March 25, 2017.  To subscribe to 
the full versions of the daily/weekly Iraq .Xplored reports, or for enquires relating to other GardaWorld 
services or products, please contact daniel.matthews@garda.com  
 

 

 

 
 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment 

as at the date of the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report 

have been formed in good faith on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no 

representation or warranty, express or implied, is made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts 

no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is 

advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In 

particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 As the Mosul operation continues, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas across 

Iraq including Baghdad, Salah ad Din and Diyala, as IS retains intent to stoke sectarian tensions and force a 

redeployment of ISF resources away from Mosul.  This is underlined by recent VBIED attacks in Shia-

dominated areas of Baghdad City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in eastern Baghdad.  An 

increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern Anbar, in particular the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah, as 

evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.   

 
 The security footprint and other local factors in the south, particularly in Baghdad, will severely constrain IS 

ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north and the west of the country, though the 

threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an increased level of ISF deliberate actions 

to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, especially in the northern areas 

of Baghdad province. 

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is 

possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical 

Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited reporting has 

already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in 

areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security 

forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country.  In the long-term, there will 

be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the 

contribution in the national campaign against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 

 
 

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

25 March 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [5]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Trump administration vows to accelerate efforts to end IS 
Iraq's Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi met with Donald Trump on March 20 at the White House and the two 

leaders discussed accelerating efforts to put an end to the Islamic State.  

Al Sadr speech in Tahrir Square 
Muqtada al-Sadr delivered a speech March 24 during a demonstration in Tahrir Square which attracted 

hundreds of thousands of people.  Muqtada told the crowds that he may one day be killed or silenced but that 

they must continue their demonstrations and “reform revolution”.   
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THREAT MAP 
 

 

 

 

COUNTRY WIDE INCIDENT TOTALS 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Mosul Update 
 

Tactical Update 

Progress has been slow in Mosul this week, with Federal Police and Rapid Reaction Brigade forces engaged in 

house-to-house clearances in the narrow streets of Old Mosul. CTS units have also made some progress, 

retaking the districts of Nablous, Risalah and al-Yasat district. As well as strong resistance to ISF advances, IS 

also continued the indiscriminate targeting of civilians with IDF, and has executed a number of civilians caught 

attempting to escape IS-held areas. To the northwest of Mosul, PMU and ISF have continued clearance 

operations in Badoush district. To the west of Mosul, Tal Afar remains besieged and is regularly targeted by ISF 

with artillery and airstrikes. 

 

Major civilian casualties in Mosul airstrike 

Iraqi press outlets have reported that at least 237 people have been killed in airstrikes in the Mosul Al-Jadida 

neighbourhood over the past 24 hours, most of them believed to be civilians.  It was further reported that at least 

130 of the people who were killed were located inside one residential building alone, while around 100 others 

were hit inside another.  While the vast majority of those killed were reported to be civilians, some IS militants 

were said to be among the dead.   

 

PM Abadi, US Speaker discuss Mosul battle against IS 

Visiting Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has discussed the ongoing battle against IS with Speaker of the US 

House of Representatives Paul Ryan. Abadi and Ryan also probed the crisis of the displaced people in Iraq and 

the economic and financial situation of the country following the fall of oil prices, according to the prime minister’s 

office.  Ryan hailed the Iraqi forces’ achievements against “terrorist IS gangs”, highlighting the importance of 

supporting Iraq in its war against "terrorism".  Abadi also held a meeting with the House of Representatives’ 

Foreign Affairs Committee during which, the meeting touched upon bilateral ties and cooperation against 

terrorism. 

  

UN warns of imminent possibility of being overwhelmed by Mosul IDPs 

The top UN humanitarian representative to Iraq has described the strain put on the humanitarian community in 

the country as “overwhelming and nearing a breaking point”. “If the pace of displacement accelerates further, to 

be absolutely frank, it’s going to stretch us to a breaking point” Lise Grande told reporters in a briefing on March 

17, adding that 45,000 people per week have been leaving the west of the city.  

Political 

 

Al Sadr speech in Tahrir Square 

Muqtada al-Sadr delivered a speech March 24 during a demonstration in Tahrir Square which attracted 

hundreds of thousands of people.  Muqtada told the crowds that he may one day be killed or silenced but that 

they must continue their demonstrations and “reform revolution”.  He encouraged the demonstrators to continue 

their protests in the capital until all corrupt government officials are removed from their posts.  “No matter what 

ethnic or religious group the corrupt belong to, we will stop them and shake their seats - the seats of those who 

enriched themselves at your expense”.   

 

PM Abadi says reform process in Iraq 'not easy job' 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said the reform process in his country is not an easy job, adding that 

Iraq has become a country with "new democracy". Speaking at the United States Institute of Peace after he met 

US President Donald Trump on 20 March, Abadi voiced hope that the coming local elections in his  
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Trump administration vows to accelerate efforts to end IS 

Iraq's Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi met with Donald Trump on March 20 at the White House and the two 

leaders discussed accelerating efforts to put an end to the Islamic State. Speaking to the press following the 

meeting, Abadi told reporters that the US president had assured him of increased support in the fight against 

terrorism.  "We have been given assurances that the support will not only continue but will accelerate," he said 

during an appearance at the United States Institute of Peace in Washington. "I think this administration wants to 

be more engaged in fighting terrorism.  

 

Iraq intelligence arrests “dangerous terrorist” in Baghdad 

The Iraqi intelligence service has arrested a “dangerous terrorist” in the Kazem Azab area in Baghdad’s Abu-

Ghraib district on 21 March.  According to an Iraqi police spokesman “the arrested person is wanted on terrorism 

charges in Anbar Province and he has been transferred to a security centre for investigation 

 

Leader of National Alliance visits Al-Muthanna province 

Leader of the National Alliance bloc, Ammar al-Hakim has reportedly visited Al-Muthanna province on March 

19.  Al-Hakim presided over a meeting of the delegation of the National Alliance with members of Al-Muthanna 

government.  During the visit al-Muthanna’s Governor and President of the Council had explained the size of the 

problem the province faces in terms of a large deficit in budget due to the war on IS and the international drop in 

oil prices.  Al-Hakim stressed the need for “a strategic vision to improve the nation’s financial health, especially if 

oil prices do not rise soon, with the potential for the current crisis to continue for years."   

 

Anti-US rhetoric from member of Security and Defence Committee  

Majid al-Gharawi, member of the Parliamentary Security and Defence Committee, has stated in an interview with 

Iraqi press that "the government desperately needs any international support in the security and economic fields, 

but without relying on any foreign party, particularly those with negative positions, like the United States and its 

allies" He argued that "the US side is pushing and exploiting the Iraqi security issue, because, through it, the 

United States can establish some military bases and can take advantage of the military operations in Al Anbar 

and Mosul to have a foothold in those cities." 

Security 
 

Iraqi forces reportedly uncover IS prison in Mosul 

Iraqi forces have discovered an IS prison during a search operation in central Mosul.   Colonel Khodier Saleh, a 

federal police officer, said that Iraqi forces have found an underground tunnel leading to a prison, set up and 

used by the IS militants in the Bab al-Saray area.   

 

PMU states IS now surrounded in Mosul and prevented from escaping westwards into Syria 

Badr Organization Secretary General Hadi al-Amiri visited the liberated Mosul district of Badush on March 19 to 

inspect Popular Mobilization Unit (PMU) forces.  During the visit, Amiri stated that IS was no longer able to cross 

into Syria after being separated from Mosul's “left side”.   

 

Japan finances first Nineveh demining project 

On March 19, the Japanese Embassy in Iraq announced the allocation of USD 764,000 to implement the first 

project to de-mine liberated areas in Mosul in order to ensure the return of IDPs to their homes. The money has 

reportedly come from the USD 100 million financial grant that Japan allocated to supporting Iraq earlier this year 

and will reportedly be used to hire the MAG international organization for mine clearance. 

Economy 
 

Abadi probes economic reforms in Iraq with IMF officials 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has discussed the economic reforms adopted by the Iraqi government in two 
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separate meetings with delegations of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. Abadi said that his 

government aims to strengthen the state’s economic institutions, create new jobs and correct the country’s 

economic policies.  The meetings came on the sidelines of the prime minister's visit to the USA that he started 

earlier in the day (March 20).   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Outside of the Mosul operational area, Salah ad-Din had the most significant Sunni militant activity. Diyala and 

Kirkuk were relatively subdued, with the Nowruz celebrations in Kirkuk passing peacefully. 

 

Aside from harassing SAF and IDF in northern Salah ad-Din, there was a complex attack in in the east of the 

province, when IS militants attacked three Turkmen villages in Tuz Khormato district. PMU forces deployed and 

engaged the militants, with clashes lasting until dawn Friday. The militants killed at least two families in the 

villages of Gardagli, Alboud and Hafriya. A PMU spokesman stated that 10 militants had been killed and seven 

injured, along with seven civilians killed and six injured. In Diyala in another area with a Turkmen majority 

demographic, Qara Tappah, a man and his son were kidnapped and then executed for alleged cooperation with 

security forces. PMU Saraya al-Salam continued to conduct operations east of Samara this period. The PMU 

reported it had targeted IS militants with artillery strikes in the Mutaibijah area and near Dhoulou'iyah air base. 

 

 

In Diyala, incidents were mostly low-level, and clustered along the Diyala River Valley. One notable incident 

included ISF EOD disarming three roadside IEDs at unspecified location on Highway 2 – the main Baghdad-
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Baqubah road. Kirkuk province recorded no standout incidents, as Nowruz was celebrated by a large proportion 

of the population. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Incidents in Anbar continued recent themes, with asymmetric activity in the Ramadi-Fallujah corridor, and more 

kinetic activity in the west of the province and along the international highways.  

In an effort to disrupt Sunni militants operating in the desert areas of the province, an operation by US-backed 

Sunni tribal fighters was conducted to clear the Alkah area west of al-Baghdadi district. Aswell as clearing IEDs, 

the operation was intended to prevent Sunni militants from establishing safe havens from which to operate.  

Coalition airstrikes continue to target IS positions in Anah, Rawa and Qa’im, in the Upper Euphrates River 

Valley. Insurgent activity was noted in the Rutbah area in the west of the province, where ISF were targeted on 

at least two occasions with IDF. Also in the west of the province, ISF in Akashat and at a checkpoint along the 

Highway were targeted in SAF attacks. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

The majority of incidents in Baghdad were routine this week, although there was a VBIED attack in Amil district 

on March 20, and a mass Sadrist demonstration on March 24.  

 

The VBIED in Amil detonated in a commercial area during the busy evening period on 84
th
 Street. The Ministry of 

Interior reported that 13 people had been killed and 31 injured.  

 

On March 24 Muqtada al-Sadr led a protest of tens of thousands of people in Tahrir Square.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

In Baghdad province, most activity consisted of low-level IED attacks with a small number of SAF incidents also 

recorded. Devices targeted ISF patrols or crowded areas such as markets or shops.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
In the south this week incidents were in-line with established trends. There was the usual mix of low-level 

violence associated with criminality and personal disputes, as well as tribal violence and demonstrations. 

 

In Basra province, there were a number of SAF incidents, two of which were tribal. There have been ongoing 

operations in both Basra and other provinces in the south to disarm the tribes of their medium and heavy 

weapons. Prime Minister Abadi announced an amnesty which has now expired, and operations have resulted in 

a number of arrests and weapon confiscations. Probably due to recent weather conditions, two persons of an Oil 

exploration crew were injured  

Incidents elsewhere in the south were low-level and were comprised of IEDs deployed for intimidation or 

disputes. There were a typically high number of small demonstrations across the south pertaining to a variety of 

issues such as employment, as well as institutional corruption and reform. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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