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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 As the operation in West Mosul continues, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas 

across Iraq including Baghdad, Salah ad Din and Diyala, as IS retains intent to increase sectarian tensions 

and force a redeployment of ISF resources away from Mosul. This is underlined by recent VBIED attacks in 

Shia-dominated areas of Baghdad City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in eastern Baghdad. 

Recent SVBIED attacks in Basra province also reiterate IS capability and intent to target the southern 

provinces. With ethno-sectarian tensions currently heightened in Kirkuk, there is also an increased possibility 

of high-profile attacks in Kirkuk City, although IS capability to conduct such an attack is assessed as less than 

in those areas with a majority Sunni demographic. An increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern 

Anbar, in particular the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah, as evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.   

 
 The security footprint and other local factors in the central and southern regions of Iraq, particularly in 

Baghdad, will severely constrain IS ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north 

and the west of the country, though the threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an 

increased level of ISF deliberate actions to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul 

operation, especially in the northern areas of Baghdad province. 

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is 

possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical 

Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited reporting has 

already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in 

areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security 

forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country.  In the long-term, there will 

be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the 

contribution in the national campaign against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Media reports claim that PM Abadi and Muqtada al-Sadr are close to a political alliance 
On May 14, Baghdad based Iraqi News reported that Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi is nearing an ‘electoral 

alliance’ with influential Shia religious and political leader Muqtada al-Sadr in a bid to isolate former PM and 

premiership hopeful Nouri al-Maliki, citing a newspaper report in the Saudi funded London-based Al Hayat daily. 

US status of forces agreement remains a contentious issue 
The issue of the status of US forces in Iraq post IS remains high on the agenda.  In a recent statement, senior 

US officials said that negotiations between the Iraqi government and US on a new status of forces agreement 

began in earnest this month. The deal would outline the legal and diplomatic parameters underpinning a long-

term US military presence in the country, and avoid the power vacuum that critics say developed after US forces 

pulled out in December 2011.   

Double SVBIED attacks target Basra province and southern Baghdad 
The evening of May 19 witnessed two separate double suicide (S)VBIED attacks in Basra province in southern 

Iraq and southern Baghdad city.   

 

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

20 May 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [6]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Mosul 
 

Mosul Tactical Update 
ISF have again made steady progress on the north-west axis of advance in western Mosul. Districts retaken this 

week included al-Rifai, al-Warshan, al-Uraibi and most of July 17. Clearance operations continue in recently 

liberated areas, including al-Iqtisadiyin. IS continue to target civilians in western Mosul in an attempt to dissuade 

them fleeing so they can be utilised as human shields. This has included emplacing IEDs near the doors of 

houses as well as shooting those caught attempting escape. East Mosul has also been targeted with occasional 

IDF. To the west of Mosul, PMU units have progressed with Phase 2 of ‘Mohammed Rasool Allah’, an offensive 

to liberate Qairawan district, and subsequently Ba’aj with the ultimate aim of securing the border with Syria. Over 

40 villages have been retaken as well as Sinjar airbase. PMU forces now surround Qairawan to the north, east 

and south. Shaping operations including airstrikes have begun in and around Ba’aj.  

Political 
 

New Iraqi political party seeks autonomous Sunni region in the north 

The creation of a Sunni region in Iraq's Nineveh Plains was said to be the main objective for a newly established 

Sunni party which held its first meeting on 12 May.  Members of the new party, called ‘United Iraqi Party’ voted 

unanimously for the party's agenda to set up an autonomous Sunni region in the north of the country.  The 

party's new leader, Osamah al-Nujaifi, who is also Iraq's vice president subsequently stated that the new part 

would work for a united Iraq and a Nineveh Region in which the rights of all peoples are respected, including the 

rights of the majority Sunnis.  

 

Media reports claim that PM Abadi and Muqtada al-Sadr are close to a political alliance 

On May 14, Baghdad based Iraqi News reported that Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi is nearing an ‘electoral 

alliance’ with influential Shia religious and political leader Muqtada al-Sadr in a bid to isolate former PM and 

premiership hopeful Nouri al-Maliki, citing a newspaper report in the Saudi funded London-based Al Hayat daily. 

The report also claimed that the anticipated alliance could also draw in Iraq’s Vice President Osama al-Nujaifi’s 

Muttahidon (United) bloc in addition to other key political bloc’s.   

 

MPs to postpone vote to disband IHEC 

A media report on May 15 claimed that a deal had been struck between the Sadrist movement and key players 

in the parliament and the National Iraqi Alliance to postpone the parliamentary vote to disband the current Iraqi 

High Electoral Commission (IHEC).  Under this deal, the vote to disband the current IHEC, which was scheduled 

to be held on May 16 or May 18, will be postponed for up to 30-45 days.  The source of the information, cited as 

a ‘key government official’ stated that an agreement had been reached between the ‘key parties’ and that the 

Sadrist Movement leader Muqtada al-Sadr was convinced that this period was still sufficient to form a new 

council ahead of forthcoming elections.  

 

US status of forces agreement remains a contentious issue 

The issue of the status of US forces in Iraq post IS remains high on the agenda.  In a recent statement, senior 

US officials said that negotiations between the Iraqi government and US on a new status of forces agreement 

began in earnest this month. The deal would outline the legal and diplomatic parameters underpinning a long-

term US military presence in the country, and avoid the power vacuum that critics say developed after US forces 

pulled out in December 2011.  The future basing of US forces in Iraq however remains a sensitive issue.   

 

Iraq’s president, Jordan’s king discuss counter-terrorism efforts and border security  

Jordan’s King Abdullah II and Iraqi President Fouad Masoum met on May 18 to discuss the means to secure 

border crossings and the establishment of the oil pipeline between the two countries. During an official meeting 
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at Al Husseiniya Palace in Amman, the two leaders also discussed the progress achieved in the fight against IS, 

as well as current regional developments. The two leaders underlined the importance of securing their mutual 

border crossings as well as the international highway between the two countries and speeding up the 

construction of the oil pipeline between the Iraqi city of Basra and the port city of Aqaba. 

Security 
 

ISF increases anti IS tempo in Anbar province  

On May 13, an ISF airstrike targeted a building complex in al-Qaim district in western Anbar province, where IS 

senior officials were reported to be meeting.  The Iraqi War Media Cell reported that the IS members were 

meeting to plan multiple attacks in Anbar province during the coming month of Ramadan. Iraqi forces backed by 

the US-led coalition are increasing operations against a IS in the remote desert border areas of Anbar province 

according to Iraqi and US officials.  While much of the international attention is focused on large offensives to 

rout IS from Mosul in northern Iraq, IS’ recent activities in Anbar province have drawn additional attention from 

Iraqi and coalition forces.   

   

Iraq’s embattled Christians seek international protection 

Heads of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches in Iraq's Nineveh Plains have called for the establishment of a 

safe haven under international protection for the country's increasingly persecuted Christians. The three main 

Iraqi Churches, the Syriac Catholic Church, the Syriac Orthodox Church and the Chaldean Catholic Church in a 

joint statement on May 12 called on authorities to set up a safe haven for the Christians in the volatile Nineveh 

province where diverse ethnic and religious group have long clashed over territory and dominance.  The 

statement called for Christian localities in Nineveh Plains to be designated ‘a free zone’ under United Nations 

protection.  

 

Turkish military reports killing 10 PKK militants in northern Iraq 

Turkish airstrikes again have targeted Kurdistan Worker's Party (PKK) targets in northern Iraq, killing 10 

militants, the Turkish General Staff said in a statement on May 14.  The military statement said airstrikes 

targeted PKK positions in the Zap and Sinat-Haftanin regions.  Four shelters and three weapon storage areas 

were also destroyed by the airstrikes, it added.  On May 13, seven PKK militants were killed in a Turkish airstrike 

carried out in the Cukurca district of the south-eastern province of Hakkari adjacent to the Iraqi border, the report 

added.  According to a statement, the militants were killed while trying to infiltrate into the Guven Mountain 

military base region from northern Iraq.  The total number of militants killed in Hakkari and the region around it 

reached 166 since Jan. 1, the statement added.  

 

PMU retake 35 villages along Syrian border 

During a news conference aired on state TV Iraqia News on 15 May, Ahmed al-Asadi, a spokesman for Iraqi 

Shia-led Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) has announced the retaking of 35 villages from IS along Syrian 

border.  Asadi said that a fourth front had been opened in Al-Qairawan area in Nineveh Province, few days after 

the start of a new offensive there.  Asadi also said that clashes had erupted between civilians trying to flee 

through safe exits and IS militants.   

 

NATO looking to provide more assistance to US-led coalition efforts in Iraq 

According to a May 17 report, top military official in the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) are 

recommending the alliance become part of the international coalition fighting IS in Iraq and Syria.  General Petr 

Pavel, the chairman of NATO’s Military Committee stated following the May 17 meeting of the defence 

committee that there is some merit in NATO becoming a member of coalition and that while many countries in 

NATO are already members of the US-led coalition fighting IS, NATO as its own entity is not. Pavel also stated 

that NATO has been fighting terrorism for years, but that the organisation could do more as part of the coalition 

in the areas of training and capacity building. 
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US think tank report says the US may need as many as 20,000 troops in Iraq post IS 

The US may need to keep as many as 20,000 troops and other military personnel in Iraq, even after IS is driven 

out, to stabilize the country, the former head of the Pentagon’s policy group said in an interview on May 18. In 

the interview, Eric Edelman, the Pentagon’s top policy official during the George W. Bush administration, who is 

now a senior fellow at the Centre for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments (CSBA), a Washington-based 

defence think tank, stated that a post war force of between 4,000 to 8,000 US troops ‘is probably sufficient’ to 

help local security forces ensure security in Iraq is maintained following the military defeat of IS, stressing that 

US forces would likely be deployed as advisers, not combat troops, to support Iraq’s police and military forces.  

 

UN aid agencies expect 200,000 people to flee western Mosul as fighting intensifies 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) warned on May 18 that there has been a 

sharp increase in the number of people fleeing western Mosul in northern Iraq as a result of intensified fighting.  

Lise Grande, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq stated that as military operations intensify and move 

closer to Mosul's old city area, aid agencies expect that up to 200,000 more people will flee the city. UN 

Spokesperson Stephane Dujarric told a daily briefing here that the number of people fleeing homes in western 

Mosul are overwhelming, and large number of families are on the move, leaving everything behind 

 

IS flaunts its ‘Made in Islamic State’ weapons 

IS has released a video flaunting its alleged weapon-making and development capabilities, showing and testing 

a range weapons in the battle for Mosul. Each weapon was introduced by a foreign fighter who delivered the 

message that despite being under intense military pressure IS continued to innovate. The video, titled ‘We will 

surely guide them to our ways’ was released on May 17 via IS’ channels on the messaging app Telegram, 

attributed to IS' so-called Wiliyat (province) Nineveh. The video covered several ‘improvised weapon systems’ 

ranging from anti-armour projectiles to remote control IEDs.  Footage showed IS militants testing each weapon 

against Iraqi forces in Mosul, all with allegedly successful results.   

Foreign Affairs 
 

IS video again urges ‘lone wolf’ against a range of targets in the West 

IS has released a video that heavily incites ‘lone wolf’ attacks in the West, offering a range of potential targets 

including airports, banks, hospitals and churches.  The lengthy video, which featured a line-up of Western 

militants presumably in Mosul, also flaunted IS alleged weapons-making and development capabilities.  The 

video had English, French and Russian speakers, as well as local fighters from Mosul, all of whom tried to 

shame Muslims in the West and Russia into action, telling them to carry out attacks where they are based.  One 

speaker told Muslims abroad that ‘every drop of blood you shed [in the West] reduces the pressure on us here’.  

The video ended with a message from IS spokesman Abu al-Hasan al-Muhajir, first released in April, inciting IS 

supporters to carry out attacks in the West.  

 

IS-linked propaganda outlet continues to target multiple social media platforms 

A key IS-linked propaganda outlet has simultaneously advertised its presence on four different social media 

platforms - Twitter, Telegram, Instagram and Facebook.    The outlet, called Nashir News Agency, which largely 

distributes official IS material, recently began urging IS supporters to increase their efforts to spread IS 

propaganda on popular platforms.  This coincided with the outlet’s publication of calls for lone actor attacks 

worldwide, via earlier IS leadership messages and its own new initiative to post such material in its name 

following the March 22 London attack which the group claimed. The outlet has also linked these calls with 

preparation for jihadist attacks in the month of Ramadan, which is set to start on around May 27.  

 

Sadr calls on Saudi Arabia and Iran to engage in dialogue 

In a statement on May 15, Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr urged Saudi Arabia and Iran to engage in ‘serious 

dialogue’ with a view to averting what he described as a potential ‘sectarian war’ in the region.  Sadr’s statement 

came following violence on May 11 in Al-Awamiya in Saudi Arabia’s predominantly Shia Eastern province when 

security forces raided several properties and were reported to have killed two civilians.  Saudi authorities have 
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blamed ongoing protests in the province on Iranian ‘agitation’ of the local Shia communities.  Sadr called for a 

de-escalation of tensions between Muslim counties, adding that the only victims are the people of Syria, Yemen, 

Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and others 

 

Trump-Erdogan meeting in Washington focuses on cooperation but divisions remain 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his US counterpart Donald Trump gave strong messages of 

cooperation against terrorism at a crucial meeting at the White House on May 16, despite continued discord over 

their respective stance against People's Protection Units (YPG) in Syria, whom Turkey views as a terrorist 

organisation.  The US will support any effort to reduce violence in Syria and create a peaceful resolution, Trump 

told reporters alongside Erdogan after the meeting, which he said was productive.  Trump also stated that the 

US will continue to offer support to Turkey in its fight against IS and the outlawed Kurdistan Workers Party 

(PKK).  For his part, Erdogan stated that Turkey will work with the US to fight all terrorist groups in region and 

hoped for a positive Turkey-US relationship under President Trump.   

 

US launches first conventional airstrikes against Syrian ground forces 

On May 18, US coalition forces on launched a series of airstrikes aimed at halting the advance of pro-Syrian 

regime ground forces against US-backed rebels near al-Tanf in the far east of Syria near the Jordanian and Iraqi 

borders. These are the first coalition strikes against pro-regime ground forces, and the first anti-regime strikes 

since the missile attack on Shayrat airbase last month. Initial reports suggest that the strikes took out a number 

of tanks and other vehicles, destroying lead elements of a convoy which was advancing down the Damascus-

Baghdad highway.       

Economy 
 

Egypt receives first oil consignment from Iraq 

Egypt received two million barrels of crude oil on May 16 from Iraq, the first shipment arrived as part of a deal 

with the Iraq's state oil marketing company (SOMO), Al-Ahram’s Arabic website quoted Egypt’s Oil Minister 

Tarek El-Molla as saying. Under the terms of the year-long agreement, which was reached last month by 

Baghdad and Cairo, Iraq will sell 12 million barrels of oil to Egypt.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Aside from Mosul, reporting from the north region was largely typical and in-line with recent trends. Salah ad Din 

experienced a complex attack in Amerli district and SVIED attack in Tuz Khourmatu on May 18. The complex 

attack reportedly involved more than ten militants, some wearing explosive vests, in Zanjaliyah village, near Bir 

Ahmed, south of Tuz Khourmatu. At least one soldier was killed and two wounded, with an unspecified number 

of Emergency Police also injured. Shia Turkmen PMU were also among the ISF in the area. The SVIED attacker 

detonated his explosive vest in local markets in Tuz Khourmatu, killing nine civilians and injuring 12.  

Diyala recorded IED, SAF and some IDF activity along the Diyala River Valley. Most was probably linked to 

criminality or feuding, including tribal issues. Some was attributable to Sunni militant activity, including five IEDs 

that were emplaced in wheat fields in Baqubah’s northern environs. Also north of Baqubah, in the Adhaim area, 

IDF was again recorded, almost certainly fired by Sunni militants in the Mutajibah region. ISF operations to 

disrupt and contain militants continued.  

In Kirkuk, activity was exclusively low-level, with ISF targeted with SAF and IDF along the defensive line in the 

province the only mentionable activity. Repression and attempts to control the population were evident in Hawija, 

where a man was executed by firing squad for alleged collaboration with security forces. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Activity in Anbar continued recent trends in the province, with mostly asymmetric IED activity along the Ramadi-

Fallujah corridor, and more significant attacks west of Ramadi both toward Rutbah and along the Upper 

Euphrates River Valley (ERV). There were two SVBIED interdictions west of Ramadi in the 7 Kilo area and in 

Fallujah on May 16 and 18 respectively. Prior to these two incidents on May 15, Commander of al-Jazeera 

operations, Major General Qassim Mohammadi, had announced that ISF and Sunni tribal fighters managed to 

kill four IS suicide bombers wearing explosive vests that had infiltrated into Haditha, in the Upper ERV.  

 

Despite recent ISF operations in the Rutbah area, security along the highways to the border with Jordan remains 

precarious. On May 16, two members of the Border Protection Force were killed and three others injured when 

an ISF convoy was ambushed on Route Mobile (Highway 1) by IS militants in the 70 Kilo area west of Rutbah.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

Reporting in Baghdad was dominated by two SVBIED detonations in Abu Dashir, southern Baghdad, late 

evening on May 19, and an SVBIED detonation in near al-Rubaie Bridge in Karadah on May 14. In Karadah, five 

civilians were injured when an SVBIED detonated targeting an ISF security checkpoint. In Abu Dashir five days 

later, an SVBIED detonated near a checkpoint, followed by a second SVBIED in the same neighbourhood, killing 

13 and injuring 15 others. The Abu Dashir blasts occurred approximately two hours after the attacks in Basra, 

probably indicating coordination. Reports of a VBIED discovery in Karadah following these two detonations 

turned out to be a false alarm.  

 

Another incident of note occurred on May 18, when an argument at a checkpoint between some individuals 

claiming to be PMU members and Emergency Police led to an exchange of fire between them in Palestine 

Street, eastern Baghdad. The argument reportedly arose due to the PMU members, who claimed to belong to 

Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq (AAH), having detainees in their vehicle when they were pulled over and searched. This led to 

a heated argument and then SAF, with the police officer in charge of the checkpoint killed and another 

policeman injured. ISF deployed forces to the area and reportedly arrested one person.  Shia militant group AAH 

made a statement that it is investigating the incident, but that its members will always adhere to the law. 

Additionally, a joint committee comprised of Baghdad Operations, Ministry of Interior and PMU officials has been 

formed to investigate.  
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

Provincial Baghdad saw an uptick in IED incidents during the reporting period. In Tarmiyah in the north of the 

province, an SVIED attacker was killed by ISF as he attempted to attack Sunni tribal PMUs on May 13. In 

Mashahdah in the same district, a VBIED detonation injured two people on May 16.  

IEDs targeted civilians near shops and at markets in usual hotspots through the week, including Abu Ghraib to 

the west, Yusufiyah and Madain to the south and Nahrawan to the east. In addition to the more significant 

attacks noted above, Tarmiyah, Saab al-Bour and Taji areas also recorded IED incidents.   

A number of ISF operations were reported in the provincial areas of Baghdad, which resulted in cache finds in 

Tarmiyah and in the southern environs near the provincial border with Babel. Also on May 14, Baghdad 

Operations Command stated that security forces had imposed a ban on vehicles and motorcycles in Abu Ghraib 

district, and carried out a cordon and search operation looking for wanted individuals.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Basra reporting was dominated by a double SVBIED attack on May 19. At approximately 1820hrs, an SVBIED 

detonated at a small checkpoint on Route Tampa in northwest Basra Province, a short distance east of the 

Tampa-Papa junction. The blast killed three ISF and a number of civilian passengers in a nearby bus. 

Approximately 20 minutes later, another probable SVBIED detonated approximately 1km west of the al-Sidra 

checkpoint. Casualty figures were put at 11 killed and 48 injured. IS claimed responsibility for the attacks. These 

were the first high-profile attacks in Basra Province since April 2016, when an SVBIED detonated at al-Khora 

intersection in the south of Basra City.  

 

In Basra, tribal fighting continues to be a major issue for senior ISF commanders and politicians alike. Basra 

Governor Majid Nasrawi publicly criticised the senior Police and Army commanders in an address given this 

week, increasing the pressure on them to meaningfully tackle tribal fighting in the province. Basra Operations 

Command launched another series of cordon and search operations in an attempt to seize illegal weapons and 

prevent tribal conflicts. Despite a number of operations in Basra City, tribal fighting continued through the week 

in the city, with two incidents in Sharish near Qurna in the north of the province, and another significant incident 

west of Zubayr.  

 

In the remainder of the south, mostly SAF relating to minor disputes was recorded, with the exception of a 

grenade incident in Iskandariyah, northern Babil, which was likely used for intimidation. Intimidation IEDs were 

also noted in Basra. 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

20 May 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [15]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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