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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Following the clearance of Mosul, there is an elevated likelihood of coordinated reprisal attacks into population 

centres across the north, west and centre of Iraq, though these will likely be constrained by resources and the 

security footprint, particularly in Baghdad. IS may also attempt to increase their attack tempo in eastern Anbar, 

with the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah likely to be key targets for high-profile attacks. Operations to retake Tal 

Afar are imminent, with military units now prepositioned and shaping operations continuing in the area. 

 

 Two SVBIED attacks in Basra province on May 19, and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9 exhibit 

IS retains intent and capability for attacks in the southern provinces. Additionally an SVBIED attack occurred in 

northern Babel on July 26 targeting a PMU checkpoint. The region remains assessed as non-permissive for IS 

to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathisers in the 

region remaining isolated.  

 

 The security footprint and other local factors in the central and southern regions, particularly in Baghdad, will 

severely constrain IS ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the type reported in the north and the west 

of the country. The threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an increased level of 

ISF deliberate actions to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, 

especially in the northern areas of Baghdad province. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is 

possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical 

Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited reporting has 

already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in 

areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security 

forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country.  In the long-term, there will 

be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the 

contribution in the national campaign against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraq PM announces commencement of Tal Afar  
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has announced the start of a battle to retake Tal Afar, a key northern Iraqi 

bastion of IS and one of their last remaining strongholds in the region.  The announcement comes a month after 

the capture by Iraqi forces of second city Mosul further east in a major blow to IS.  

Iraq top diplomat urges Turkey to withdraw from Bashiqa 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibrahim Jaafari has urged Turkey to withdraw its forces from Bashiqa, north of 

Mosul.  Jaafari added that he discussed with visiting Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu "the need to 

accelerate the withdrawal of the troops that Turkey has been deploying in Bashiqa since 3 December 2015".  

Thousands of civilians fleeing Tal Afar are at extreme risk 
Thousands of civilians are leaving Tal Afar as ISF move to retake the town from Islamic State according to the 

United Nations (UN).  “Thousands of people are fleeing Tal Afar for safety”, said Lise Grande, the Humanitarian 

Coordinator for Iraq. “Families are trekking for 10 to 20 hours in extreme heat to reach mustering points. They 

are arriving exhausted and dehydrated.” “More than 30,000 people have already fled the district,” said Ms. 

Grande. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 

 

Iraqi parliament speaker unveils new political party 

The launch of a new political party headed by Iraqi Parliament Speaker Salim al-Jubouri was announced on 

August 18 in Baghdad.  At a press conference, al-Jubouri said the new party, dubbed the Civil Rally for Reform, 

would seek to “develop effective policies aimed at finding real solutions to the political, economic and social 

problems facing the Iraqi state and people”.  Al-Jubouri cited terrorism, displacement, unbridled emigration, 

poverty, unemployment, corruption and a lack of public services as the main problems now confronting 
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Iraq.  Describing the new party as “democratic with conservative leanings”, the parliament leader asserted: “We 

are taking the first step on a long road that will bring us together to serve our people, society and homeland”.  He 

added: “The comprehensive reform process sought by the Iraqi people requires a serious reading of the political 

arena and the aspirations of the Iraqi people”.  

 

Abadi to oust corruption parties after liberating Iraq from IS 

Iraqi PM Haider Al-Abadi has prepared a campaign to oust several corruption networks, managed by “many 

parties”, after liberating Iraq from IS, Noura al-Bajari, a member of the Parliamentary Economic and Investment 

Commission stated.  The campaign will bring influential figures at the government before the court on charges of 

corruption, she added.  Meanwhile, Prime Minister Haider Al Abadi stated that “Those that are corrupt have 

abused the country’s freedom to serve their own personal interests; we will fight those who are corrupt and urge 

the judiciary to support the government in prosecuting them”.   The prime minister said Iraq was entering a new 

era by "delivering a devastating blow to terrorism and corruption. 

 

Maliki Denies Stroke Rumours, Says Fake News Will Increase as Elections Near 

Iraqi Vice President Nouri al-Maliki has denied rumours that he suffered a stroke this week as he addressed the 

Iraqi nation via a video message, warning that “fake news” such as this will gain momentum as the elections 

near. The rumours which said he was transferred to Iran’s capital of Tehran following the stroke went viral on 

social media and were carried by some media outlets on August 17.   

 

President Masum endorses the law to amend the federal budget law 

President Fouad Masum approved the law to amend the federal budget law.  The Information Office in the 

Presidency of the Republic said on August 21 that "Masum approved the law to amend the Federal Budget Law 

No. (44) for the year 2017 voted by the House of Representatives earlier in accordance with the provisions of 

Article (III) of Article (73) of the Constitution.  "This law has been enacted to cover the shortage of salaries of 

state employees, the public sector and members of the popular mobilization [units], to ensure the payment of 

pensions, to secure the needs of the displaced people, to pay the debts of the audited contractors from the 

Federal Audit Bureau, farmers' entitlements and the needs of the Ministries of Electricity, Oil and Health.  He 

pointed out that it was sent for publication in the Official Gazette. 

 

Delegation of the Council of Ministers arrives in Basra to discuss financial issues  

A delegation of the Council of Ministers arrived in the province of Basra on August 21, including a number of 

personalities headed by Secretary General of the Council Mehdi Alallak and is scheduled to hold a meeting to 

discuss the financial problems of the province.  The delegation includes 35 government figures headed by the 

Secretary-General of the Council of Ministers Mahdi Al-Alak.  The delegation is visiting Basra in order to discuss 

the Governor’s request for financial assistance and to “restore the rights of Basra province 

 

Politicians accuse government of eliminating 20,000 jobs in Sunni governorates 

On 22 August, the Iraqi Forces Coalition (Etihad Bloc) accused the Iraqi government of “eliminating” about 

20,000 jobs in Sunni governorates that were previously held by IS and had recently have been liberated.  The 

Sunni coalition of MPs said that Sunnis in Iraq face discriminations at many levels, and are still denied 

government positions on sectarian grounds.  Moreover they said, the government had sacked many Sunnis 

under the ‘pretext’ that they were not qualified enough. .  

 

Iraqi court issues 26 jail sentences to corrupt politicians  

Iraq’s anti-corruption court has issued 26 jail sentences to high-ranking Iraqi officials in a push to eliminate 

corruption and fraud in the country.  Prime Minister Haider Al Abadi announced on August 23 that his 

government had taken crucial steps to stem corruption, which has crippled the economy, saying that the Iraqi 

government had arrested and charged a number of corrupt officials.   
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Security  
 

Islamic State threat remains despite military blows, UN report finds 

The Islamic State group continues to ‘motivate and enable’ global attacks and funnel funds to supporters despite 

military blows to its so-called Caliphate in Syria and Iraq, according to a UN report released on August 10.  The 

24-page report noted that the organisation money remittances sent abroad, often in small sums, making them 

difficult to detect, comes as IS steps up its international efforts as demonstrated by the higher pace of attacks in 

Europe.   

 

Iraq PM announces commencement of Tal Afar  

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has announced the start of a battle to retake Tal Afar, a key northern Iraqi 

bastion of IS and one of their last remaining strongholds in the region.  The announcement comes a month after 

the capture by Iraqi forces of second city Mosul further east in a major blow to IS.  In a televised speech, Abadi, 

dressed in military uniform and standing in front of an Iraqi flag and map of the country, announced "the start of 

an operation to free Tal Afar. I am saying to Da’esh that there's no choice other than to leave or be killed," he 

said, using an alternative name for IS. "We have won all our battles, and Da’esh have always lost," he said, 

telling the country's troops that "the entire world is with you".   

 

Popular Mobilization Units field 20,000 fighters for Tal Afar battle 

Popular Mobilisation Unit (PMU) spokesman Ahmed al-Assadi stated that 20,000 PMU fighters are taking part in 

the battle for Tal Afar, saying that the recapture of the enclave “will not take more than weeks”.  

 

Iraqi forces retake many districts in Tal Afar; continue to make steady progress 

Iraqi forces have continued to make steady progress and have reportedly recaptured more neighbourhoods in 

Tal Afar city according to latest reporting.  ISF have now recaptured a total of 12 of the 28 neighbourhoods in Tal 

Afar.  The latest area reportedly recaptured was Mahalabiyah, east of Tal Afar. Lt Gen Abdul-Amir Yarallah, 

commander of the Tal Afar operation, said that units of the army had retaken the Al-Taliah, al-Saad, Al-Jazeera 

al-Janouby and Al-Khadraa neighbourhoods and also Al-Nidaa neighbourhood in central Tal Afar.  Gen Yarallah 

also said that the Iraqi Army, in collaboration with Shia-dominated Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU), had retaken 

the Al-Nasr and Al-Oroubah neighbourhood in eastern Tal Araf.  ISF had also gained control over the shrine of 

Khader Elias in the city.   

 

ISF detain alleged foreign IS militants fleeing Tal Afar  

ISF have reportedly arrested nearly 50 IS militants including three foreigners within a week in the areas of 

Zummar and Rabiha, around 50 kilometres north of Tal Afar.  A security source in Shingal stated,   “Some IS 

militants in small groups wanted to flee to the borders of Turkey and Syria.  Nearly 50 of them have been 

arrested so far.  Some of these militants had used routes taken by IDPs fleeing the area.  Others had tried to 

reach the Syrian border as formed detachments”.  It was reported that foreigners from the United Kingdom and 

Germany were among those detained.   

 

Smugglers help IS members to flee Tal Afar for $5000 

A member of Iraqi National Assembly, Abbas Hasan al-Bayati has stated that smugglers in Tal Afar district in 

western Mosul are currently helping IS terrorists to flee the city.  They receive about 3,000 to 5,000 dollars per 

person, Abbas added.  Those people also helped IS to smuggle oil and artefacts to areas outside Iraq, noting 

that the smugglers are exploiting security breaches in the city.  Abbas called on Iraqi intelligence to provide 

information about those traffickers in order to bring them to justice.   

 

Pro-PKK groups call for Yazidi self-rule in Iraq's Sinjar; Ankara hints at Joint Turkish / Iranian operation 

against PKK affiliated rebels 

Groups affiliated with the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) in the disputed town of Sinjar, Nineveh province, 

announced on August 21 a project calling for the predominantly-Yazidi town to be governed through local 
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councils, a model initiated by the PKK as part of what the group calls "democratic autonomy".  Under the plan, 

the town would be run directly by people through local councils, which would take charge of security, education 

and other local services 

 

ISF on high alert around IS-held Hawijah enclave  

ISF positions around the IS stronghold of Hawijah are being fortified to halt attacks and infiltration operations by 

the militants according to latest reporting. To end the risk to Kirkuk province, many believe that Hawijah has to 

be liberated from the extremist group. But, as of now, no agreement has been reached to launch the 

offensive.  IS’ continued presence in Hawijah poses direct threats to the four provinces of Kirkuk, Nineveh, 

Diyala, and Salah-al-din in northern Iraq.   

 

Lawmaker calls for sending troops to Basra to enhance security 

On August 21, MP Saleh al-Khazali called on Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi to send 10,000 troops to Basra to 

prevent any further security deterioration.   "According to law and constitution, each 1,000,000 citizens require 

750 security force personnel to protect them, so we call on Abadi to send 10,000 troops to Basra", adding that 

“Basra is an important province. It has is an oil-rich area within a strategic location.  Al-Khazali further stated that 

in Basra, populated by 3,000,000 people, there are 23,000 troops, and the region has key ports, border 

crossings, and major oil firms.  He also stated that the 14th Division of the Iraqi army had previously left the 

governorate to fight IS in Anbar, which had impacted the security situation in Basra.  For security to improve in 

Basra, “Abadi should shoulder his responsibility as a prime minister and send 10,000 ISF to the province”. 

 

Iran calls for border security cooperation with Iraq 

Promotion of cooperation between Iran and Iraq is vital in order to guarantee security of common borders, an 

Iranian border commander said in the western province of Kermanshah on August 23. Undoubtedly, sustainable 

cooperation between the two countries is going to be vital in safeguarding border security, said Colonel Reza 

Almasi, the border guard commander of the city of Qasr-e Shirin during a meeting with his Iraqi counterpart 

Brigadier General Fakhredin Abdollah Muhammad Saeed Border Guard Commander of Sulymaniyah 

Foreign Affairs 
 

Muqtada Sadr: Iraq never stands against Iran, its interests  

Muqtada al-Sadr has reportedly attempted to play down his recent bullish remarks concerning his opposition to 

Iranian influence in Iraq in a TV interview on August 20 where he reiterated the “historic and stable ties between 

two countries”.  He also said that “Iraq never stands against Iran and its interests”, denying reports that his 

recent regional trips to Saudi Arabia and the UAE were aimed at joining international lobbies.  He referred to the 

trips as aiming to create full understanding and coordination with Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, reinforcing 

relations with regional countries and putting an end to tensions between Iraq and its neighbour. 

 

Iraq top diplomat urges Turkey to withdraw from Bashiqa 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibrahim Jaafari has urged Turkey to withdraw its forces from Bashiqa, north of 

Mosul.  Jaafari added that he discussed with visiting Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu "the need to 

accelerate the withdrawal of the troops that Turkey has been deploying in Bashiqa since 3 December 2015".   

 

US Defense Secretary James Mattis lands in Baghdad for a surprise visit amid Tal Afar offensive 

The US Secretary of Defence arrived in Baghdad today (August 22) on an unannounced visit.  Mattis is 

reportedly in Iraq to discuss the latest situation on the counter terrorism campaign against IS including the 

current offensive in Tal Afar. Mattis is also expected to hold discussions with top US commanders in the region 

and also with high-ranking Iraqi authorities. He is joined by the US' special representative to the anti-IS coalition, 

Brett McGurk. 
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Turkish Foreign Minister visits Baghdad 

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu is to pay an official visit to Baghdad today (August 23) to discuss 

relations between the two neighbours before heading to Erbil to meet with Kurdistan Regional President Masoud 

Barzani.  Cavusoglu is expected to meet with Iraqi President Fuad Masum, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, 

Parliament Speaker Salim al-Jabouri, Minister of Foreign Affairs Ibrahim al-Jaafari, as well as Turkmen 

politicians in the Iraqi capital, according to a statement from his ministry.   He will then travel to Erbil to meet with 

Barzani.    

Humanitarian 
 

Thousands of displaced Iraqis back to Nineveh Plains 

Thousands of displaced Iraqis have returned to their hometowns in Nineveh Plains, the minister of migration and 

displacement said.  Jassem Mohammed al-Jaff said that "17,000 people are now back to Al-Hamdaniya, 

Baashiqa, Nimrud and the surroundings of Bartella".  The minister added that "these numbers are so small 

compared with the original number of the displaced".  Meanwhile, in separate reporting, dozens of local residents 

in Iraq's Mosul have staged a demonstration demanding the departure of what they called families of Islamic 

State (IS) members from the city.  The demonstration had taken place in Al-Sada area in northern Mosul on 

August 19. Demonstrators raised national flags and banners demanding the exit of IS families from the city, it 

said.   

 

Thousands of civilians fleeing Tal Afar are at extreme risk 

Thousands of civilians are leaving Tal Afar as ISF move to retake the town from Islamic State according to the 

United Nations (UN).  “Thousands of people are fleeing Tal Afar for safety”, said Lise Grande, the Humanitarian 

Coordinator for Iraq. “Families are trekking for 10 to 20 hours in extreme heat to reach mustering points. They 

are arriving exhausted and dehydrated.” “More than 30,000 people have already fled the district,” said Ms. 

Grande.  

Economy 
 

Saudi Arabia and Iraq to re-open border Arar crossing after 27 years; Trebil crossing also to be opened 

The agreement earlier this month between Saudi Arabia and Iraq to reopen the Arar border crossing for trade for 

the first time since 1990 has been solidified as Saudi and Iraqi officials toured the site on August 20 and spoke 

with Iraqi religious pilgrims, who for the past 27 years have had access to the crossing only once annually during 

the haj season.  

 

The governor of Iraq's southwestern Anbar province, whose staff was on hand for the ceremonies, said the Iraqi 

government had deployed troops to protect the desert route leading to Arar and called its opening a "significant 

move" to boost ties.  "This is a great start for further future cooperation between Iraq and Saudi Arabia," said 

Sohaib al-Rawi.  

 

Jordan keen to reopen border with Iraq 

Jordan has announced its readiness to reopen the Trebil border crossing with Iraq.  Ghaleb Zubi, Jordan’s 

Minister of Interior said "Jordan is keen to reopen the border with Iraq at any time. The Trebil Border Compound, 

also known as Karameh Border Crossing, connects the Jordanian town of Ruwaished to the Iraqi town of 

Trebil.   "The reopening of Trebil will have positive effects on the economies of both countries. Jordan and Iraq 

can exchange medical supplies and other goods through this border," Zubi Added 

 

Iraq calls on Britain to participate in the development of the oil sector in Iraq  

During his meeting with British Ambassador to Baghdad Frank Baker and his accompanying delegation on 

August 20, Oil Minister Jabbar Al-Allaibi, reiterated the importance of expanding the participation of British oil 

companies in the development of the oil sector in Iraq.  Al-Allaibi stressed the need to strengthen and develop 
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the relationship between the two countries in all fields, especially in the oil and gas industry, calling for “to 

expand the participation of British oil companies in the development of the oil sector in Iraq”.  He said the Iraqi 

authorities would strive to create the appropriate environment for the work of foreign companies to continue 

progress in the development of this important economic sector.  

 

China makes huge contributions to Iraq's post-war reconstruction 

China has been playing an active role in Iraq's post-war reconstruction and has made a "huge" contribution in 

helping rebuild the country, according to Ahmed Tahseen Berwari, the Iraqi ambassador to China. He said the 

two countries have enjoyed a good friendship since they first established a diplomatic relationship in 1958.  The 

ambassador said China has been actively helping Iraq to rebuild its country after the Iraq war started in 2003.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Reporting in the north this week has been dominated by the offensive to retake Tal Afar, 60km west of Mosul. 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi announced the commencement of the operation on August 20, with ISF and PMU 

working jointly to advance from five different axes. 

 

Units initially cleared a number of outlying villages and captured high ground including the Zambar hills to the 

southeast and the Sassin Mountain to the northwest. Resistance was relatively light in the outlying villages, 

however has become more intense as ISF have entered the town. ISF have faced suicide attackers and VBIEDs 

as they have advanced. A number of Yazidi prisoners have been freed as areas have been liberated. Today it 

has been reported that resistance has collapsed in areas of central Tal Afar, with just a few remaining enclaves 

of IS left in the entire town. 

 

Elsewhere in Nineveh, in Gol Ahmed area in Zummar district to the west of Mosul Dam lake, three IS suicide 

bombers approached ISF forward lines pretending to be about to surrender on August 23. ISF managed to kill all 

three before they could detonate their explosive vests. The danger of IS militants disguising themselves and 

escaping was also evident northwest of Tal Afar, where 15 suspected militants hid among IDPs at Hardan village 

near the defensive line northwest of Tal Afar. They were arrested by ISF. 
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There hasn’t been any notable escalation in Sunni militant activity elsewhere in the province, as might be 

expected as the last IS stronghold in Nineveh is cleared. Low-level incidents were detected in Mosul, such as 

unidentified individuals opening fire on an IFP Checkpoint in the Hay al-Tayaran area, injuring two police officers 

in the west of the city. There were also multiple IED clearances in both west and east Mosul. Despite this, the 

situation appears to be gradually improving in east Mosul. This week a major water treatment plant was brought 

back on-line – providing safe drinking water to over one third of residents. Additionally, about 17,000 displaced 

persons returned to their homes on the Nineveh Plains, to the north and northeast of Mosul.  

 

However, there were also reminders of the delicate situation and coexistence between the various factions, 

ethnicities and sects in Nineveh. On August 24, a delegation including the Director for Christian Affairs made a 

formal complaint about being insulted at a checkpoint manned by a PMU, in the Bartella area, east of Mosul. 

There were also other disagreements between ISF and a local Sunni tribal militia near the Rabiya border 

crossing, with the militia having their weapons confiscated.  

 

In Kirkuk, gaps in the defensive lines between ISF and PMUs in the area are likely to be the reason for 

consistent levels of violence in Dibis district, northwest of Kirkuk. There has also been a notable uptick in 

incidents in Daquq district to the south of Kirkuk this week. There were a number of IED incidents targeting ISF 

and also a significant attack on ISF in Albu Mohammed village.  

 

In Salah ad Din, it was a more subdued week following last week’s attacks in Baiji and Zerga. Typical SAF and 

IDF incidents were noted in Baiji, although ISF also conducted operations in the area. Although a quieter week in 

general, there was a suicide attack west of Tikrit, where one ISF was killed and two others injured when a 

suicide attacker driving a VBIED detonated himself on a security checkpoint near al-Alam junction east of Tikrit. .  

 

It was similarly a much more subdued week in Diyala, although in general the province still continues to witness 

high levels of insurgent activity.  There were SAF incidents targeting ISF in Muqdadiyah and Bani Saad, and an 

attempted assassination of a police colonel on Route Dover between Baqubah and Baghdad, but aside from this 

little of note.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

Anbar was relatively busy during the period. IEDs predominated along the ISF-held portion of the Euphrates 

River Valley. There were direct fire incident involving Sunni militants in both Ramadi and Fallujah, in a deviation 

from recent patterns of violence in the two cities, which have been largely devoid of kinetic incidents in favour of 

asymmetric attacks – mostly IEDs. Also, at least two suicide attackers were killed in the Hit area by ISF.  

Elsewhere, a conference was held on August 23 in al-Sagra, 24km northwest of Haditha, to discuss upcoming 

offensive operations in Anbar. The Anbar Operations Commander met with the PMU commander and 

commander of 7th Division, with Major General Qassim Mohammadi stating operations would commence ‘soon’.  

Disagreements among Anbar’s leading provincial government and security figures continued. The head of the 

security committee in the Anbar Provincial Council, Naim al-Kaoud, stated the provincial council rejected the 

leadership of Hadi Rizig of the Anbar police, calling on the Minister of Interior Qassim Araji to replace Rezig. The 

General, appointed following the removal of his predecessor in May, was accused of not cooperating with the 

provincial council.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

As has become the norm for Baghdad in recent months, incidents remained predominantly low-level in the city. 

Many attacks were designed to intimidate rather than cause serious harm, while other incidents were escalations 

of local disputes. Baghdad continues to enjoy a relatively benign security environment, although Sunni militants 

undoubtedly have intent to target the capital with high-impact attacks. 

 

In southern Baghdad, an incident that garnered media and political attention, involved the assistant mayor of 

Doura, who was accidentally killed by ISF at a checkpoint south of Baghdad. The incident involved the 

President’s security brigade, which caused political fallout, and an investigation is underway.  

 

Unusually, ISF reported the discovery of two Katyusha rockets inside an unfinished house in Dora area in south 

Baghdad, both were set and ready to be fired on Dora refinery.  
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

Provincial Baghdad was relatively busy, particularly to the majority Sunni north and west.  

 

To the west of the capital, two suicide bombers wearing explosive belts were killed, and one bomb expert and 

one female militant arrested in a night raid on a suspected safe-house in Abu Ghraib. Two ISF were injured after 

an exchange of gunfire, with the militants reportedly having recently travelled from al-Qaim near the Syrian 

border. North of Baghdad on August 25, a vehicle containing explosives and mortar rounds was stopped at a 

checkpoint in Taji. This was reported by some media and subsequently the MoI as a VBIED find. The driver was 

arrested.  

 

In other areas of provincial Baghdad, low-level IED incidents near markets and the targeting of ISF patrols were 

typically evident.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

26 August 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [16]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

The overall situation in Basra remains unchanged with spikes in nefarious activity and tribal feuding, the 

mainstay of reporting. This week, the majority of hostile incidents were confined to Qarmat Ali, Qurna and the 

district of Qibla to the south of the city. Fatal acts of tribal violence continue throughout the province and while 

targeted reciprocal actions in Basra are relatively commonplace, the encroachment of armed conflicts into the 

city has again highlighted security gaps. Despite positive statements by officials within Basra Provincial Council 

(BPC), efforts to reduce violent incidents, such as sporadic violent clashes between rival tribes in northern Basra, 

will continue to be hampered by the reduced levels of ISF personnel. 

 

Further demonstrations by government sector workers, in response to delayed wages and planned reductions in 

public services continue and this period protest action in relation to the council’s anticipated nomination of a new 

Governor intensified – the action has however, remained peaceful throughout. The visit on August 21of a high-

level Baghdad delegation served to highlight the economic restraints currently being realised by the provincial 

council as a result of further reduced funding from Baghdad. As a result of the seeming current impasse in 

relation to the petrodollar funding, further protest action should be anticipated. And, forthcoming public holidays 

and Shi’a religious commemorations are likely to result in a moderate increase in security measures intended to 

deter potential large scale attacks in public areas throughout Basra, these may also impede some city 

movement. 

 

There was also significant tribal fighting in the provincial capital of Maysan on August 21, where one person was 

killed and nine injured during tribal fighting in Thawra neighbourhood, Amarah. The following day there were 
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reports of heavy tribal clashes in Uzayr, in the south of the province near the border with Basra. Transit along 

Route Topeka was reportedly affected.  

 

In Muthanna province, the Rafidain Operations Commander Major General Ali Ibrahim Aldaboun has announced 

that a permanent military force would be deployed in Salman in the west of the province, to monitor the border.  

 

In northern Babel, the uptick in Sunni militant activity in the area continued, with an IED targeting Badr PMU 

injuring three, and another PMU member killed by precision SAF through the week in Jurf al-Nasr (Jurf al-Sakhr). 

Also in the area, a suicide attacker carrying an assault rifle was intercepted and killed as attempted to break 

through the PMU defensive line and infiltrate from al-Awaisat village in eastern Anbar into Babel province. One 

PMU member was injured after an exchange of gunfire.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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