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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Following the clearance of Mosul, there is an elevated likelihood of coordinated reprisal attacks into population 

centres across the north, west and centre of Iraq, though these will likely be constrained by resources and the 

security footprint, particularly in Baghdad. IS may also attempt to increase their attack tempo in eastern Anbar, 

with the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah likely to be key targets for high-profile attacks. 

 

 Two SVBIED attacks in Basra province on May 19, and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9 exhibit 

IS retains intent and capability for attacks in the southern provinces. Additionally an SVBIED attack occurred in 

northern Babel on July 26 targeting a PMU checkpoint. The region remains assessed as non-permissive for IS 

to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathisers in the 

region remaining isolated.  

 

 The security footprint and other local factors in the central and southern regions, particularly in Baghdad, will 

severely constrain IS ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the type reported in the north and the west 

of the country. The threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an increased level of 

ISF deliberate actions to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, 

especially in the northern areas of Baghdad province. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is 

possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical 

Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited reporting has 

already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in 

areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security 

forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country.  In the long-term, there will 

be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the 

contribution in the national campaign against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

NSTR 
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 

 

Iraq allocates lands for families of ‘martyrs’ 

Iraq will allocate plots of land for the families of the fighters who have been killed in the conflict against IS.  Prime 

Minister Haider al-Abadi has issued an official decree allocating plots of land for the families of the ‘martyrs’ from 

the armed forces, including PMU members and other officially recognised groups who participated in the anti IS 

campaign.  The allocation will also extend to those members who have been severely wounded and 

disabled.  The decree was released on the official website of Abadi’s media office on July 29.  The area of each 

plot of land will be 200 sq/m and they will be chosen in residential areas, the news release said. 

 

ISCI elects new leader to succeed Ammar al-Hakim 

The Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq (ISCI) has chosen Humam Hammoudi as its new leader according to July 

30 media reports.  News reports quoted a statement by the leadership board of the council as saying that 

Hammoudi succeeds Ammar al-Hakim who has withdrawn from the council and established another political 

party.  Hammoudi is currently the first deputy speaker of the Iraqi Council of Representatives (CoR). The 

announcement followed weeks of disagreements within the council between two factions; one represented by al-

Hakim and young leaders and another one led by the co-founding leadership in the council, according to the 

website.   

 

Abadi meets new French ambassador to Baghdad and call for French investment 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi received the newly appointed French Ambassador to Baghdad Bruno Aubert on 

August 2.  Aubert congratulated Iraqis for their victory against IS and the recapturing of Mosul, noting that 

France supports Iraq's unity and stability.  He also praised Iraq's role in the international community and its 
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recent economic reforms. PM Abadi stressed Iraq's determination to meet the requirements of the reconstruction 

phase, calling on French companies to invest in Iraq.   

 

Sadr supporters demonstrate in Baghdad and elsewhere; demand changes to electoral law 

The forecast demonstration organised by Moqtada al-Sadr took place in Tahrir Square on August 4.  

Demonstrators began arriving in Tahrir Square after midday carrying banners demanding the dismissal of the 

Iraqi High Electoral Commission (IHEC) and Iraqi flags.  Crowds were reported in the ‘thousands’ Sadr 

addressed the crowds via large screens and criticised the implementation of the new electoral commission and 

the ratification of the so-called Saint-Lague voting system for the forthcoming elections, which he claimed serves 

the interests of the larger political parties.  Separate demonstrations were also held in several cities in the Shia 

south of the country, according to media reports.  The Tahrir square event passed peacefully.  

 

Sadr calls on government to disband Hashed al-Shaabi (PMU) militia 

During the August 4 protest in Tahrir square Sadr also called on the government to dismantle the paramilitary 

Hashed al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilisation Units (PMUs)), the umbrella organisation dominated by Iran-backed 

Shia militias. In a speech broadcast on huge screens, Sadr urged Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi to dismantle 

the PMUs and integrate the ‘disciplined’ members into the Iraqi armed forces.  Sadr also called on authorities to 

seize the weapons of all armed and paramilitary groups. Sadr stated that the defeat of IS will be the start of a 

new phase and that his proposal is intended to avoid sectarian and ethnic conflict, he added that he was proud 

of Iraq's diversity, but feared the potential for a future ‘genocide of some ethnic or sectarian groups’.   

 

The Iraqi Government and UNDP sign an agreement to promote reconciliation  

On August 4, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Implementation and Follow up 

National Reconciliation Committee (IFNRC) of the Office of Iraq’s Prime Minister announced that they had 

signed, in Baghdad, a flagship partnership agreement to promote civic and community-based reconciliation 

across Iraq. Through the partnership, UNDP will promote and support local peace committees and will help 

communities to collect information on atrocities and violations committed against citizens during the conflict with 

IS.  President of IFNRC, Dr Mohammed Salman Al-Saadi, stated that after the defeat of IS, national 

reconciliation has shifted to the top of the government agenda, particularly community based reconciliation. 

Security 

 

PM Abadi: PMU forces to partake in Tal Afar battle, Sunni politicians concerned 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has asserted that the government-sponsored Popular Mobilisation Units (PMUs) 

will participate in the imminent military offensive to retake Tal Afar district from IS, despite Sunni objections and 

concerns.  Addressing a youth gathering in Baghdad on July 29, Abadi said the government and security leaders 

had set a plan to recapture Tal Afar with the participation of all security services, including the PMU and tribal 

fighters. Sunni politicians have expressed concerns over the participation of the predominantly Shia PMU being 

used in the forthcoming battle to recapture Tal Afar, citing the fear of revengeful acts against Sunni civilians in 

the town. Turkey has also objected to the participation of the PMU in the forthcoming campaign.  

 

ISF conduct pre-emptive operations against IS attack plans  

Iraqi security forces have claimed that pre-emptive operations have interdicted a number of potential attacks by 

IS against Shia shrines and holy sites in Karbala, Najaf and Samarra in the north.  Media reports quoted the 

head of the Hawks Cell, an interior ministry Special Forces intelligence unit, Abo Ali al-Basri as saying IS was 

planning to carry out at least three separate terrorist operations, led by foreigners, to attack Shia shrines.  He 

noted that the targets included influential Shia cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani's house and Kofa Mosque. He 

said IS were planning to use Syria-based suicide bombers from various nationalities and car bombs.  The report 

also claimed that IS ‘smugglers’ were being used to facilitate the entry of weapons and explosives into the 

targeted provinces.   
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Pentagon briefing warns that IS will switch to asymmetric warfare tactics 

During a Pentagon briefing on August 3, US Colonel Ryan Dillon, the spokesman for the international coalition 

against IS in Iraq and Syria said that as the group loses territory, it will shift to asymmetric warfare tactics in Iraq 

and Syria.  Dillon explained that as Iraqi and coalition forces continue to take away IS territory, which prevents 

them from conducting large-scale conventional attacks, the group will almost certainly revert back into an 

insurgent-type organization that will again focus on terrorist actions.  Dillon stated that for example the group is 

already relying more on using improvised explosive devices (IEDs) for 80 percent of its attacks in Syria and that 

IED activity has seen a rise in ‘liberated’ areas in northern Iraq.     

Foreign Affairs 

 

Iraq grants citizenship to Sudanese man who appeared in abuse video 

The Iraqi interior minister has apologised to a Sudanese citizen, who appeared in a video while being beaten by 

police forces in Mosul over suspicion of belonging to IS and granted him the Iraqi citizenship.  Interior Minister 

Qasim al-Araji met with the Sudanese national, Moussa Bashir Adam in Mosul on July 29 according to statement 

reported by the Al-Sumaria News website.  The statement also added that Al-Araji had contacted the Sudanese 

ambassador in Iraq and offered him an apology in the name of the government, adding that the government had 

also decided to grant Adam Iraqi citizenship.  

 

Moqtada al-Sadr visits Saudi Arabia following ‘official invitation’ 

The official website of Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr announced that Sadr began a visit to Saudi Arabia on July 30, 

his first visit to the kingdom in in 11 years.  The website stated that the visit came in response to an ‘official 

invitation’ from Riyadh.  A Sadrist Trend sources described Sadr as ‘one of a few Shia clerics in Iraq who call for 

balanced relations with all neighbouring countries’ according to other local media reports.  The source said that 

Sadr seeks to remove the stereotype that Iraq runs within Iran’s orbit and that Sadr disagrees with Iran on 

various regional issues, especially the situation in Syria.  Sadr was reported to have met with Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman in the Red Sea port city of Jeddah and discussed ‘issues of common interest’.   

 

IS claims attack on Iraqi embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan 

IS claimed responsibility for a bomb and gun attack which targeted the Iraqi Embassy in Kabul on the morning of 

July 31.  Reports claimed that three/four attackers targeted embassy complex in the central Shar-e-Naw 

neighbourhood with a probable suicide bomber detonating a device at the gate of the embassy compound, 

gunmen then attempted to enter the embassy buildings. The Afghan Ministry of Foreign Affairs later reported 

that two Afghan security guards at the embassy had been killed and that after a protracted exchange of fire 

lasting four hours, the attack against the embassy was concluded and all that all four assailants had been 

killed.  In contrast, IS’ Amaq news agency subsequently claimed that the embassy attack had left 27 dead.   

 

US approves foreign military sales contract for Iraqi naval vessel support 

On August 1, the US Defence Security Cooperation Agency and US Department of State approved a foreign 

military sales contract to Iraq for follow-on technical support (FOTS) for US origin Navy vessels and a ship repair 

facility.  The estimated cost of the contract is $150 million.  The contract comes after the Iraqi government 

requested FOTS and a ship repair facility in Iraq for its fleet of US-origin naval vessels.  According to a 

statement, the FOTS will include the procurement of spare and repair parts, support and test equipment, 

publications and technical documentation, personnel training equipment, engineering and logistics support 

services, and other related elements of logistics and program support.  The prime contractor will be Swiftships, 

LLC, Morgan City, LA. 

 

Russian and Iraqi officials discuss relations and the conflicts in Iraq and Syria 

On August 2, the Russian Foreign Ministry hosted consultations between the Russian Special Presidential 

Representative for the Middle East and Africa and Deputy Foreign Minister, Mikhail Bogdanov, and the Deputy 

Foreign Minister of Iraq, Nizar Issa Abdul-Hadi Al-Khairalla.  During their detailed discussion of current matters 
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on the regional agenda, the two officials focused on the developments in Iraq, as well as the settlement in Syria. 

Russia praised efforts made by the Iraqi Government to fight international terrorism, including the liberation of 

Mosul from IS.  Russia also reaffirmed its consistent support for the unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity of 

Iraq, noting that foreign interference into its domestic affairs was unacceptable.  

 

Indications that Iraq is increasingly favouring Russian military equipment 

In July Iraq signed a contract for the purchase of 73 Russian T-90 main battle tanks for its armoured forces.  In a 

recent interview, Michael Knights, an Iraq analyst and the Lafer Fellow at the Washington Institute, said he is 

sceptical at this early stage about whether this deal will actually see the light of day.  He did however concede 

that the deal is yet another indication that Iraq is increasingly favouring Russian equipment for its armed forces. 

Knights added however that deal will only be a reality when tanks are delivered and money changes hands, he 

also noted that Iraq will need to negotiate generous financing to afford this many tanks. 

 

Riyadh pledges 10m dollars for Iraq's displaced, Sadr orders removal of anti-Saudi posters 

Saudi Arabia has pledged $10 million for the Iraqi displaced, Shia cleric Moqtada Sadr said following his first visit 

to the kingdom in 11 years. The Saudi officials have also agreed to immediately work on having direct flights 

between the two countries, the website of Sadr office reported on August 2.  The statement added that Riyadh 

agreed to name a new ambassador to Iraq and to adopt a moderate religious and media discourse that calls for 

peaceful coexistence and cooperation.  Riyadh also promised to swiftly reopen the Saudi-Iraqi border crossings 

and to study the possibility of establishing a Saudi consulate in Najaf city.  Separate reports on August 3 claimed 

that Sadr had also given orders to his followers to remove all the anti-Saudi images, slogans and banners from 

Iraq's streets.  Anti-Saudi street banners and slogans became prevalent after Shiite cleric Nimr al-Nimr was 

executed by Saudi Arabia in 2016. 

Economy 
 

Iraq announces $1 billion bond sale   

Iraq started marketing a $1 billion bond on August 2, its first international debt issuance as a standalone credit 

since 2006. Iraq issued $1 billion in bonds last January, but that offering was 100 percent guaranteed by the US 

government.  Iraq needs external financing to plug a widening budget deficit which lower oil prices since 2014 

and the slow pace of much needed fiscal reforms have inflated to approximately 25 trillion Iraqi dinars ($21.44 

billion) for 2017, according to the bond prospectus. Out of a deficit of 25 trillion Iraqi dinars, 23.3 trillion will be 

raised through domestic and international borrowing, according to Iraq’s 2017 supplementary budget. 

Commercial banks, bond investors and international lenders, including multilateral institutions such as the 

International Monetary Fund, World Bank and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development are 

estimated to contribute approximately 11.5 trillion dinars ($11 billion).  The bonds are expected to offer a five and 

a half year term with returns in the low 7 percent area.  They are likely to be in significant demand from US and 

European investors, looking at emerging markets for yield they cannot get elsewhere. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Reporting in the north has been typical of recent weeks, with usual hotspots recording regular Sunni militant 

activity, largely influenced by the remaining pockets of IS control in Hawijah and Tal Afar. In Mosul, ISF continue 

to conduct clearance operations in the western side of the city. Most reporting involves incidents relating to 

legacy IED devices, often detonated whilst civilians return to inspect their homes. There has been evidence of 

insurgent activity in the western side of the city, with a SAF attack targeting policemen in Zanjili, and a suicide 

attack targeting the temporary headquarters of Special Operations forces in Mosul al-Jadidah.  

 

Away from Mosul, a steady stream of reporting from Tal Afar indicates IS militants preparing for the anticipated 

operation to retake the town. Trenches are being dug to slow the advance of ISF, although internal fighting 

continues to be reported regularly. IS have executed militants for attempting to escape, as well as local civilians 

in an attempt to maintain order and control in the town. The area is being heavily targeted by coalition airstrikes, 

and shaping operations by PMU forces in villages around Tal Afar have also been reported this week. 

 

Elsewhere in the north, activity conformed with recent trends in Salah ad Din, with most activity taking place in 

northern areas of the province close to forward lines between ISF and the ‘Hawijah pocket’. IDF attacks directed 

at ISF in the Bayji area and in the Shirqat region, as well as the Alas and Ujail oilfields almost certainly all 
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emanated from IS-held territory in close proximity. PMU also claimed to have repelled an attack by IS militants in 

Zouiyah.  

 

In Kirkuk, insurgent activity was mostly confined to the ‘Hawijah pocket’ and its immediate environs. Kirkuk city 

mostly recorded criminality. IS militants in Hawijah are having to contend with infighting between local and 

foreign fighters, and dissent from the local population. This week, leaflets were distributed stating the ‘Knights of 

Hawija’ would kill IS leaders and militants in revenge for the killing of innocent people. The distribution was 

limited but militants reportedly increased security around headquarters buildings as a result. 

 

Diyala continues to record a mix of violence perpetrated by Sunni militants as well as tribal violence and 

criminality. Most Sunni militant violence occurred in the northeast of the province, around Muqdadiyah and 

further to the northeast. ISF were predominantly the target, with most attacks involving the use of IEDs as well as 

a lesser number of SAF attacks. The targeting of infrastructure continues, with six power pylons destroyed by 

IEDs in Khanaqin district in the northeast of the province, which caused power outages in parts of the province. 

In the south of the province, there was another significant tribal clash in the Bani Saad area, where four persons 

were killed and three injured during a tribal dispute which escalated to SAF exchanges. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

It was a routine reporting period in Anbar, with IED incidents and clearances in the Ramadi-Fallujah corridor, with 

more kinetic action elsewhere. There were IED detonations in Fallujah and two in Ramadi, the latter involving the 

targeting of an ISF patrol and the explosion of a booby-trapped house. 

ISF operations in the west continue to attempt to disrupt insurgents in desert havens. This week operations were 

reported in the Huran valley, Thmail area and the Qadif valley. In an attempt to stop insurgent attempts to 

infiltrate the city, a chain-link security fence has been completed around Hit. This will force those entering and 

leaving the city to do so through checkpoints. The fence has been constructed in response to recent attacks in 

the city, which have increased in recent months. 

Route security of the international highways continues to be a focus of security forces and local politicians, as a 

delegation visited the Trebil border crossing this week. Planning is underway for the contact with the security 

company contracted to improve security along the routes. The challenge was exemplified by the attack of a 

suicide car bomber, which detonated targeting an ISF patrol on route Mobile in the 170 Kilo region, killing two 

soldiers on July 30. 

There were reports of IS infighting in al-Qaim on the border with Syria. It was reported that three IS militants 

were killed and one other injured during an exchange of gunfire between two IS factions over revenues sharing. 

There were also multiple airstrikes in the town. The Rawah and Anah areas were also targeted with multiple air 

and artillery strikes. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

It was a subdued week in Baghdad’s metropolitan area, with very little detectable Sunni militant activity. Most 

incidents either related to local disputes or criminality, with most IED activity appearing to be intended for 

intimidation purposes. This activity was clustered in the southwest of the capital. The only fatal IED incident 

occurred in Tobchi in northwest Baghdad, where one person was killed and another injured by a device near 

shops.  

 

Aside from this, there were SAF incidents related to disputes or criminality, as well as three kidnap incidents. 

One of these involved the release of two abducted Bangladeshi nationals, who were released and their three 

captors arrested during a raid in Wahda neighborhood of Karradah central Baghdad. The other two incidents 

involved individuals being kidnapped in Shaab and Ma’amil respectively. Kidnap for ransom is a common means 

of financially rewarding criminality in the capital. Incidents are almost exclusively centered on the local 

population. 

 

Thousands of demonstrators protested changes to electoral laws in Tahrir Square on August 4, following 

Moqtada al-Sadr’s calls for demonstrations in Baghdad and across the south. As has become the norm on 

Fridays, routes to the square were closed off and extra security forces deployed. The demonstration passed off 

peacefully and route restrictions were lifted by early evening.  
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

Insurgent activity continued as normal in provincial Baghdad, particularly in the north and west where suicide 

incidents were noted. In the north, an individual detonated an explosive vest during a raid in the Tarmiyah area. 

Further north, near the border with Salah ad Din, ISF killed three suicide attackers and discovered an explosive 

vest in the desert area of Nubai. To the west, in Zaydan, ISF killed a SVIED attacker who attempted to attack a 

military post. Other low-level attacks continued in these areas, which are Sunni militant support areas.     

 

There was a SAF attack targeting Sunni tribal militia in Yusufiyah, also likely perpetrated by Sunni militants, 

although most other activity in the provincial areas of the province were likely criminal in nature, including three 

low-level IED incidents near markets in Mada’in, southeast of Baghdad. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Most notable violence in the southern regions was related to tribal disputes. In Basra, as is the norm, incidents 

predominantly took place in the north of the province. There were exchanges of fire in Dayr and Qurna districts, 

one of which resulted in a fatality. There was also a significant exchange in Maysan near the border crossing at 

Sheeb, where heavy clashes were reported between the al-Suwa’id and al-Beidhan tribes due to an alleged 

dispute over truck weight scale revenues. An armed militia group called 'al-Awfiya' - which is not formally under 

the umbrella of the Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) - had intervened in favor of one of the two tribes.  

 

In northern Babel, the head engineer of the Babel power distribution grid was reportedly killed by an IED 

emplaced near an electricity pylon located near the main road links between Iskandariyah and Musayyib, north 

of Hillah. There were two incidents relating to kidnap for ransom. In Karbala city, the teenage son of an Iraqi 

army captain was abducted at gunpoint near his home in al-Hurr neighborhood. His kidnappers demanded a 

ransom of $40.000. In Basra city, an abducted child was freed and her kidnapper arrested in a raid in Asma’i 

neighbourhood. 

 

Dissatisfaction with local government was evident across the region with numerous small demonstrations 

pertaining to basic service provision. In addition, there were also protests by groups demanding employment in 

both the private and public sectors in Basra, Qadisiyah and Maysan. Protests over proposed privatisation of the 

electricity network were also recorded, in what is a well-established campaign against the unpopular move. On 

Friday August 4, in coordination with Baghdad and following Moqtada al-Sadr’s directive, there were 

demonstrations in Basra, Dhi Qar, Muthanna and Qadisiyah provinces. These denounced planned changes to 

electoral law and demanded the overhaul of IHEC – the election commission.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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