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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 GoI and several allies in the region and the west have voiced opposition to next week’s planned referendum 

on Kurdish regional independence. Along with the KRG-controlled Erbil, Sulaymaniyah and Duhok provinces, 

polling will also be held in several disputed areas. In event of a (near certain) majority vote for independence, 

this guarantees disputed borders and fierce opposition from Baghdad. Though there is currently little appetite 

for open conflict, heightened tensions between ethnic and religious groups in the disputed territories could 

foment civil unrest, with attendant restrictions on movement on key routes before and after the poll. 

 

 The current ISF-led incursion into the Hawija pocket as well as IS redoubts in Anbar’s Euphrates River Valley 

may see heightened impetus for high-profile attacks into population centres in the north, west and capital 

regions. These will likely be constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad, with attacks most likely 

to strike secondary or opportunistic targets in outlying districts (including checkpoints). IS may also attempt to 

increase their attack tempo in eastern Anbar, with the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah likely to be key targets for 

high-profile attacks.  

 

 A complex attack in western Dhi Qar on September 14 exhibits IS retains intent and capability for substantial 

attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive for IS to significantly 

escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the region remaining 

isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in Basra province on 

May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9. 

 
 IS will continue to target Shia civilians and security forces with low-level asymmetric attacks. Major religious 

festivals, such as Ashura at the end of the September and Arba’een in November, will see concerted efforts by 

IS to target pilgrims with suicide and VBIED attacks. Over such periods, travel will also be affected by crowds 

and unannounced route closures on main routes and local approaches to major pilgrimage sites. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraqi forces launch Hawijah offensive without Peshmerga 
The Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi announced the launch of the Hawijah offensive on September 21, 

promising to cleanse every part of Iraq of IS.  Jabar Yawar, the secretary general of the Peshmerga ministry, told 

press that the Peshmerga would not be taking part in the operation, saying that they would only keep their 

defensive lines, and would not allow the IS militants to infiltrate Peshmerga lines.   

Kurdish Referendum on Independence set for Monday September 25 
 
Baghdad, Iraq’s neighbours, the U.S., and the U.K. have all voiced opposition to next week’s planned 

referendum on Kurdish regional independence. Israel has been the only country to express support for the 

controversial September 25 poll. The lead up to the poll has stoked tensions throughout the KRG controlled 

disputed areas. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 

 
The Kurdish Referendum - background 

 

Baghdad, Iraq’s neighbours, the U.S., and the U.K. have all voiced opposition to next week’s planned 

referendum on Kurdish regional independence. Israel has been the only country to express support for the 

controversial September 25 poll. The following are some frequently asked questions about the upcoming 

referendum, which will see residents of northern Iraq’s Kurdish region vote on whether or not to declare 

independence from Baghdad. 
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Who -- and how many people -- will cast ballots? 

 

The number of those expected to participate in the referendum, including in territories disputed between 

Baghdad and Erbil, is estimated at 5.5 million. According to the Kurdish Regional Government's (KRG) official 

electoral commission, a total of 12,000 ballot boxes will be set up: 7,000 in the Kurdish region, and 5,000 in 

disputed areas. 

 

Will the poll lead to regional conflict? 

 

In disputed areas, there is a potential for conflict in the city of Tuz Khurmatu in Salah Al Din province and in the 

towns of Mandali and Qarah Tapah in Diyala province. The KRG has sent Peshmerga fighters to both Tuz 

Khurmatu and Mandali, while ISF and PMUs are already in the Kirkuk area prior to launching an offensive 

against Islamic State in the Hawijah enclave south west of Kirkuk city. 

 

Who opposes the referendum? Who supports it? 

 

Iraq’s central government and most of its neighbours, along with both Washington and London, have all voiced 

opposition to the poll. The UN has also declined to send observers to monitor the voting process. Israel is the 

only country to express overt support for the referendum. Iraq’s parliament staunchly objects to the poll, which it 

says will violate the country’s 2005 national charter. Numerous Turkmen, Arab, and Christian groups residing in 

disputed areas of Iraq have also vowed to boycott next week’s referendum. 

 

What areas will the referendum be conducted in? 

 

Along with the KRG-controlled Erbil, Sulaymaniyah and Duhok provinces, polling will also be held in several 

disputed areas, including all of the Kirkuk province; the towns of Sinjar and Bashiqa near Mosul; Tuz Khurmatu 

in the Saladin province; and the towns of Hanekin, Mandali, Qarah Tapah and Jalawla in the Diyala province. 

 

Why did the KRG decide to hold the poll now? 

 

The main differences between Baghdad and Erbil (the KRG’s administrative capital) are largely economic. The 

KRG’s decision to hold the poll can be largely attributed to the fact that its recent role in the fight against Islamic 

State has raised its regional profile and it now believes it is time to declare full independence. Erbil also 

complains that since 2014 Baghdad has failed to provide it with 17 percent of the Iraqi state budget as is 

stipulated in the Iraqi Constitution. 

 

Does the referendum have any legal basis? 

 

Article 140 of Iraq's national charter calls for the return of all displaced persons to their homes and a population 

census -- to be followed by a referendum -- in Kirkuk and in other disputed areas. In this regard, next week’s 

referendum would constitute a violation of Iraq’s constitution. Washington’s special envoy for the global fight 

against IS, for his part, has also said that the referendum lacks any basis in international law. 

 

Kurdish leaders open to deal with Baghdad ahead of referendum 

Iraqi Kurdistan's Higher Council for Referendum, led by president Massoud Barzani, issued a statement on 21 

September, in which it gave hope for last-minute negotiations with Baghdad, while still seeking "guarantees" 

before postponing the planned independence vote, scheduled for 25 September, according to reports. After 

today's meeting, the council issued a four-point statement as follows: 

 

First, "since an alternative to replace the referendum has not arrived and not enough time is left, if total 

guarantees are not given for the independence of Kurdistan, the referendum will be held as scheduled." 
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Second, "to leave the door for negotiation with Baghdad open by all means and to give it ample time". 

 

Third, the conferees decided that "in order to clarify the latest position, a negotiating delegation of High Council 

of Referendum will visit Baghdad again on 23 September 2017." 

 

Fourth, "before 25 September 2017, the Secretariat of the Higher Council of Referendum to make public two 

projects: [one] on the [Kurdistan Region] components' rights and [another on] the general principles of Kurdistan 

independent state". 

 

The meeting follows an initiative announced by Iraqi president Fouad Masoum to broker a deal between 

Baghdad and Erbil.  Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi on September 19 said he was expecting a 

"breakthrough" in negotiations with the Kurds. 

 

Iraqi Kurdish TV reveals details of UN proposal over referendum 

Details of a purported UN project to resolve the political crisis over the Kurdish independence referendum have 

emerged as the Kurdish council responsible for the referendum met to discuss international perspectives and 

upcoming talks in Baghdad.  The details were discussed during the pro-KDP Rudaw TV's Today Show on 

September 20.  This is the first time that the local media have reported details of the proposal.  The programme 

was dedicated to an interview with Kurdistan Socialist Democratic Party Leader Muhammad Hajji Mahmoud 

about the referendum, scheduled for 25 September.  He said that the UN proposal would be discussed at 

several meetings over the following two days. If the UN proposal is stronger than the referendum, he said, the 

referendum would be halted.  He also said that a Kurdish delegation would head to Baghdad on September 23 

to discuss proposals, including the UN proposal and the one put forward by the Iraqi president. 

 

The show's presenter said that he had a copy of the UN project, which said that the Kurds should delay the 

referendum for three years and engage in talks with Baghdad for 18 months, before implementing the outcome 

of discussions in the following 18 months.  The five permanent members of the UN Security Council would sign 

an agreement to support the Kurdish referendum after three years if talks with Baghdad prove unsuccessful, the 

presenter explained.  China did not agree at the beginning, but later approved the project, he added.  Mahmoud, 

who is considered to be close to Barzani and whose party is represented on the High Referendum Council, said 

he had not seen the UN project.  However, he said that the Kurds have an issue with the proposed period and 

are calling for it to be two rather than three years.   Mahmoud said the Kurds also want a guarantee from those 

countries and that Baghdad should also sign the project because the issues are between Baghdad and Erbil, not 

the international community.  It was not clear in the 25-minute programme whether the UN proposal is the same 

as the one presented to Barzani at talks with US, UN and British representatives a week ago. 

 
Iraq’s Sadr rejects Kurdistan independence vote 

Influential Shia cleric Moqtada Sadr has rejected the coming independence referendum in Kurdistan Region, 

calling on the Iraqi government to “take necessary measures to end this farce”.  Addressing Kurdish leaders who 

seek independence, Sadr said in a statement published on his official website on 21 September: “Your 

secession will be like suicide [attempt]; come and sit at the negotiations table… because secession will harm you 

in the same way as it will harm us”.  He urged Kurds not to take part in the vote, scheduled for 25 

September.  The Shia cleric also warned Israel that "we will not stand idly by in case of any Israeli interference in 

Iraqi affairs".   

 

Erdogan, Iraqi PM Abadi discuss KRG independence referendum over the phone 

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi discussed the Kurdish Regional 

Government's (KRG) independence referendum plans in a phone conversation late on September 18 according 

to reporting.  The two leaders emphasised the importance of protecting Iraq's sovereignty, warning that the 

KRG's insistence on holding the vote will increase tensions in the region.   
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Kirkuk belongs to Kurdistan, says Kurdish governor 

The Kurdish governor of the disputed, multi-ethnic oil-rich Kirkuk has urged locals to vote in the 25 September 

Kurdish independence saying the poll will determine the fate of Kirkuk, which he said is the Jerusalem of Iraq's 

Kurdistan Region.   

 

Iraq PM expects breakthrough in Kurds' statehood vote 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has reiterated his rejection of Kurdistan Region's independence referendum 

slated for 25 September, noting that a "great breakthrough" is expected in this regard over the coming hours.  

During a meeting with political analysts and media figures, Al-Abadi also urged Iraqi Kurds to call off their 

independence vote and "resort to dialogue".  The prime minister said that the "USA, Turkey, Iran and Saudi 

Arabia reject the division of Iraq", adding that "Israel is the only country that supports the independence 

referendum".  Earlier, the president of Iraqi Kurdistan Region, Massoud Barzani, said that he will go ahead with 

the referendum, despite the strong opposition by the Iraqi federal government and neighbouring countries. 

Security 

 
Iraqi forces launch Hawijah offensive without Peshmerga 

The Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi announced the launch of the Hawijah offensive on September 21, 

promising to cleanse every part of Iraq of IS.  Jabar Yawar, the secretary general of the Peshmerga ministry, told 

press that the Peshmerga would not be taking part in the operation, saying that they would only keep their 

defensive lines, and would not allow the IS militants to infiltrate Peshmerga lines.  He also stated that the 

Peshmerga would not allow any units of the Iraqi forces to cross the front lines of Peshmerga-controlled areas.   

 

Iraqi forces attack Islamic State in Syria border area  

Iraqi armed forces said on September 16 that they had started an offensive to dislodge Islamic State from a 

border area holding some of the militants' last towns in the country.   The offensive in the Akashat region, which 

has natural gas reserves and borders Syria, is meant to pave the way for the recapture of urban centres in the 

Euphrates river valley, including the border town of al-Qaim, military statements said.  The Iraqi air force dropped 

thousands of leaflets overnight on Akashat south of the Euphrates river as well as al-Qaim and the towns of Ana 

and Rawa, telling the militants to surrender or face death, the statements said.  

 

Iraqi forces recapture more villages near Hawijah 

Iraqi forces have recaptured 19 villages near Hawijah city from Islamic State according to latest reporting.  Iraqi 

joint forces retook control of the villages of Doma Aziz, Arab Luk, Tal Ghazal, Khudaira, Aziz Abid, Al-Hadika, 

Mondian Gharbi, Mondian Sharqi, Kurd Diwana, Shenwa, Kardakhal, Karmsh Lazaka, Bash Taba, Bash Band, 

Doma Idris, Klikha, Kriaa, Khandaq Kubra and Tal al-Matar.  In addition, the "the Popular Mobilisation Forces 

[PMF] and the Emergency Response Division reportedly liberated the villages of Sudair al-Wosta and Sudair al-

Olia, south of Shirqat"  

 

Turkish army launches drill on Iraqi border ahead of KRG referendum 

The Turkish army said it launched a military exercise on the Turkey-Iraq border on September 18, a week before 

the Iraqi Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) is set to hold an independence referendum.   The exercise will 

take place in the Silopi province near the Habur border gate. The army said the exercise is “part of Turkey’s anti-

terror operations” in the border region. Around 100 military vehicles including tanks, towed howitzers, and 

launching pads were reported to be participating in the drill, according to Doğan News Agency.  

 

Second suicide bomber detonates himself after security siege in Diyala 

A second suicide bomber detonated himself on September 17 after ISF security forces surrounded him in a 

region in Diyala, hours after a complex attack left a large number of casualties.  Adnan al-Tamimi, chairman of 

Muqdadiyah municipality, northeast of Diyala, was quoted by press as saying that a second suicide bomber was 

forced to detonate after police directed small arms fire at the suspect in the al-Jihad neighbourhood.  Tamimi 
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said the explosion left no casualties, adding that a curfew remains in place since late September 16, when 

another attacker was also forced to detonate himself after being encircled by security forces in the same area. 

The explosion killed a police officer and wounded seven others, including three security members. The first 

attacker had reportedly possessed hand grenades which he threw at civilians in the area, with reports of mortars 

also impacting in the area.   

 

Iraqi intelligence official sacked after deadly attacks 

Iraqi Interior Minister Qassim al-Araji has sacked the intelligence chief of the southern Dhi Qar Province, after 

two deadly attacks that claimed at least 50 lives.  On September 15, the Interior Ministry stated that the sacked 

official would be questioned over "security failure".  The attacks in the Shia-dominated province took place the 

previous day when unidentified assailants opened fire inside a restaurant in Al-Bathaa area, on the main 

highway linking Baghdad with the southern provinces.  Shortly afterwards, an explosives-laden vehicle 

detonated at a security checkpoint in the same area.  Casualties reportedly include several Iranians who sought 

to visit the province's Shia shrines and mosques. Islamic State (IS) militant group claimed responsibility for the 

attack. 

 

Iraqi forces arrest 14 foreign women in Tal Afar 

Iraqi security forces have arrested 14 foreign women in northern Tal Afar during a security campaign to "cleanse 

the areas of IS militants".  According to Iraqi press, "Security forces have arrested 14 women and 16 children in 

the Ayadiya area” with a number of those being of Turkish and Russian nationalities.   

 

Islamic State’s finance official flees Anbar with terrorists’ salaries 

Islamic State’s designated “finance minister” has reportedly fled the group’s havens in Anbar province, carrying 

large amounts of money allocated for fighters’ salaries, a paramilitary source was quoted saying.  Qatari al-

Obaidi, a senior leader at the Tribal Mobilization (Anti-IS Sunni militia), told press that Islamic State’s finance 

official, Sabbar Batoushi, fled the town of Annah, 210 kilometres west of the city of Ramadi, carrying large 

amounts of the group’s funds.  Obaidi said the militants declared a curfew in the town in search for the fugitive 

leader.   

 

IS claims destroying US base in northern Iraq 

IS has claimed it has destroyed a US military base in northern Iraq, killing an unspecified number of US 

soldiers.  In a statement, IS said four of its "commandos" targeted the base in "the area of Qaraj" which it said is 

located south west of Makhmur.  Makhmur lies to the south of Mosul, along the edge of Kurdish-controlled 

territory and near the Tigris River valley, which IS calls "Dijlah [Tigris] Province".  The statement said the facility 

that was targeted had been set up by the Americans "last week as a base for so-called smart artillery".  It went 

on to say that the IS attackers destroyed military hardware and killed a number of soldiers in clashes that lasted 

seven hours and ended with the total destruction of the base.   It also said that the US forces had set up the 

base in order to target the IS-held Hawija, which is located to the southwest of oil-rich Kirkuk city, and IS 

positions in Shirqat.  

 

Police in Iraq's Kirkuk arrest PMF fighters with arms-laden vehicles 

Security and police forces in Iraq's Kirkuk seized two vehicles full of weapons and arrested 12 members of the 

Shia Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF), according to local press reporting on 17 September.  The website 

quoted a "police source" in Daquq, south of Kirkuk, as saying: "We have arrested the 12 militants, who were 

Turkoman members of the PMF, and seized their weapons". The weapons were later handed over to a force 

loyal to the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), known as Force 70, the sources added.  The incident took place 

overnight, 16-17 September, between Kirkuk and Daquq checkpoints, the report said.  The weapons seized 

included sniper rifles, AK47, and PK machine guns, it added.  A spokesman for the PMF's northern frontline was 

cited as saying that the PMF "did not mean to create tension in the area".   
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Assassins kill Islamic State chief in Hawija 

Unknown attackers have killed a senior Islamic State member in Hawija and humiliated his corpse, an 

intelligence source stated on September 17.  Press reported that unknown attackers killed Abu Ayman al-Iraqi, 

Islamic State’s ‘Hisbah’ chief in Hawija, the group’s stronghold in southwest Kirkuk, and attached a poster of a 

donkey to his corpse in an act of humiliation. The corpse was found with gunshot wounds to the head, according 

to the source.  

 

Iraqi air strikes "kill" 306 IS militants along Syria border 

Iraqi air force strikes have reportedly killed 306 militants of IS in the western province of Anbar.  The strikes were 

based on intelligence information about IS hideouts in Akashat, Ana and al-Qaim towns near the border with 

Syria, with the strikes had targeting 42 IS sites.  In Akashat, which the army recaptured a day earlier, the raids 

killed five leading militants including the head of the so-called Tabouk Brigades.  Also on 17 September, Iraqi 

press reported joint coordination between Syrian and Iraqi forces to regain control over the border areas. 

Humanitarian  
 

NSTR 

Economy 
 

Iraqi minister says ready to settle oil issues with Kurdistan region 

Iraqi Oil Minister Jabar al-Luaibi said on September 19 he was ready for dialogue with the Kurdistan Region to 

settle oil issues.  Luaibi said his country needs an oil price between $55 to $60 a barrel for a better financial 

situation.  Speaking at an energy conference in the United Arab Emirates earlier on Tuesday, Luaibi said Iraq did 

not see the need for oil producers to reduce output further.   

 
Iran, Iraq to synchronize power grids within months 

Iran’s Deputy Energy Minister for Electricity and Energy Affairs Houshang Falahatian has stated that the power 

grids of Iran and Iraq will be interconnected in mid-November 2017. “Iran is ready to take a serious part in 

reconstruction of the Iraqi electricity grid once terrorists have been eliminated from the area” Falahatian added. 

He also emphasized Iran’s readiness to engage “seriously” in three sectors including reconstruction of Iraq's 

production, distribution and transmission lines, and the participation of the Iranian private sector. Falahatian also 

said pointed out the need to synchronize the electricity grids of the two countries, saying that the plan is to 

connect the two countries’ power grids in mid-November this year, which could play an important role in 

increasing the amount of electricity exchanges. In case of any request from the Iraqi government, the possibility 

exists to reconstruct the Iraqi distribution and transmission networks within two years. 

 
 

 

.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Security reporting in Salah ad-Din and Kirkuk in this period has been dominated by ISF’s operation to liberate IS-

held Hawijah in south-west Kirkuk province. Prior to this, IS attempted several high-profile attacks around the 

northern region. Tensions linked to the Kurdish referendum have also seen civil unrest and political violence in 

KRG controlled ‘disputed areas’ (claimed by both Federal Iraq and KRI) in Kirkuk and Nineveh. ISF and IS 

actions have both been reported in Diyala and Nineveh, and a mass grave has been reportedly discovered south 

of Nineveh’s Sinjar city. 

 

The operation to liberate Shirqat and Hawijah (“We are coming Hawijah”) has been described as being on 6 

axes, though available reporting has shown movement on three thus far; into Shirqat in the north, through the 

low ground of the Hamrin feature into Al-Zab, and north west from Baiji in the south of the apparent operational 

area. Iraqi forces have reported control of around 30 villages in the initial phase advance into Shirqat in the north 

west of the IS-held enclave. In related reporting, and airstrike may have killed the IS governor of Hawijah, with 

other airstrikes reportedly killing other senior figures. Detail on IS response has been limited, but slightly outside 

the operational area, three IS vehicles were reportedly destroyed in a failed infiltration attempt near Zuwiyya, 

north of Bayji.  
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IS have continued to target security forces with multiple suicide attackers in relatively isolated locations in 

Nineveh. On September 17, four IS suicide attackers were reportedly killed in fighting with Sunni tribesmen near 

a village between Hatra airport and Tal Abtah, southwest of Mosul. In addition, in Sinjar, several ISF were injured 

by an IED that targeted a vehicle transporting them. Three IS suicide attackers also targeted a US-base in 

Qaraaj, Makhmur; two perpetrators were killed while the third managed to detonate his explosive vest without 

causing casualties.  

 

Other skirmishes and ISF raids have occurred around the province. Three dozen IS militants were killed in a pre-

emptive security operation carried out in the areas located to the south of Tal Afar on September 18 . In eastern 

Mosul, a suspected IS cell consisting of seven members was arrested in a raid on a house in Baker 

neighbourhood, with multiple mobile phones and communication devices found in their possession. Security 

forces along the Syrian border in Nineveh reportedly killed 17 militants near Aziz Agha southwest of Tal Afar, 

approximately 50km west of Mosul on September 21.  

 

A booby-trap in a school building detonated in Mayjarin village near Tal Afar, killing two and injuring five; the 

building was used by Sunni tribesmen for training. Civil defence in Mosul recovered 20 bodies from the rubble of 

Old Mosul. In related reporting, the Iraqi army's War Media Cell said in statement on  September 18 that 

"security forces had received 1573 Iraqi women with their children and 1324 foreign women with their children 

from a reception centre controlled by Kurdish forces east of Ayyadiyah district", in northern Nineveh Province. 

The statement comes in response to earlier reports that the army had moved militants' foreign family members to 

unknown places with many fearing for the safety of the women and children. 

 

Tensions linked to the Kurdish referendum have been reported across the north. In Kirkuk, a province-wide 

curfew was implemented for a short period following a spate of referendum related violence in the city on 

September 18. An RPG was fired at a vehicle parked near the Turkmen Front headquarters in Kirkuk city. An off-

duty ISF officer was killed and five other persons were injured after clashes between them and Turkmen security 

guards near the headquarters of the Turkmen National Movement in central Kirkuk, as the former promoted the 

upcoming referendum. A police patrol was also attacked in the city during the evening. A member of the Sunni 

Arab Project Party (headed by Sheikh Khamis al-Khangar) who was also a university professor was injured by a 

UVIED explosion beneath his car in Wasiti neighbourhood in southern Kirkuk.  

 

Nineveh province has also reportedly seen 'hundreds' demonstrate against the poll in east Mosul's al-Jamia 

neighbourhood. In possibly related reporting, regional commentary has highlighted that some PMUs have been 

patrolling into areas controlled by other groups in an attempt to dominate key-terrain within the disputed areas 

ahead of the referendum. This may have been the cause of a fatal skirmish between PMU and PKK/Sinjar 

Protection Units in Bara village, at the western end of Mount Sinjar; three PMU members were reportedly killed 

and 12 others arrested. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Joint ISF and Sunni-PMU operations in the upper Euphrates River Valley (ERV) have dominated reporting in 

Anbar.  

Iraqi joint forces announced on September 21 the recapture of Anah town in western Anbar Province from IS, 

though two people were also reportedly killed in a VBIED explosion in the town.  

In the west of the province, ISF reported repelling an IS attack on a security outpost in al-Dhaba area, 15km 

southeast of Rutbah on September 17; five suicide attackers were killed in clashes. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

Activity within Baghdad city has been within long established norms. Four IED attacks were reported, none of 

which were fatal. Though the attack style and casualty figures are all consistent with low-level IS attacks, the 

targeting of a car dealership in Sadr City suggests that criminal or business rivalries may have motivated at least 

one attack. 

ISF have made at least two counter-terror raids in the city, making 8 arrests and recovering several IEDs.  

Sadrists mounted their usual, sizeable but peaceful demonstration numbering in the low thousands in Tahrir 

Square on Friday September 22. Sadr has again complained about the protracted process to reform the 

Independent High Electoral Commission, and his office has also announced another demonstration on Monday 

September 25 in Tahrir Square over the same matter.  

Several shooting incidents linked to tribal violence or criminality were reported around the city. Two people were 

injured when unidentified individuals on a motorcycle lobbed a grenade at a café in Bayaa area in southern 

Baghdad. Two kidnappers linked to the abduction and murder of a local boy were arrested in Dora, in the south 

of the city. 
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

Eight IED detonations, including one UVIED attack were reported around the wider province. Five of the attacks, 

including the UVIED were fatal. Overall, attacks in Taji and Tarmiyah in the north, Abu Ghraib in the west, 

Yusifiyah in the south east and Nahrawhan in the east killed five and wounded 22.  

 

ISF reported several raids across the province, netting several terror suspects, including seven planning attacks 

on pilgrims in the upcoming Ashura processions. One airstrike was reported in coalition strike releases; though 

the location was not specified, airstrikes in the capital region in recent months have tended to target IS locations 

in the north of the province. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

The south in this period has been characterised by low-level civil unrest and criminally or tribally motivated 

armed violence. No significant trends or activities were reported. However, the commander of Muthanna 

province’s Rafidain operations, Major General Ali Ibrahim al-Maksusi, reported launching a large-scale search 

operation in the desert areas of Muthanna following the complex attack in Dhi Qar on September 14. 

 

Protests linked to a range of local and national issues were held across the south throughout the week.  

 

Shooting incidents were reported in northern Babel’s Jurf Sakhar and Musayib areas, as well as in Basra city. 

Both incidents in Babel targeted PMU, and a sectarian (though not specifically Sunni insurgent) motivation is 

possible. Basra city saw one fatal tribal shooting the northern Khamsa Meel area and a child casualty from a 

stray round from an unknown source in the more central Sabkha Arab area. A fatal shooting was also reported in 

Zubayr town, west of Basra. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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