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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Iraqi forces have re-taken control of areas ceded to IS and subsequently Peshmerga across the north. This 

has triggered acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation throughout the disputed territories which 

will likely continue. Serious clashes between Peshmerga and ISF occurred in northern Kirkuk, when ISF 

retook control of Alton Kupri, formally within federally administered Kirkuk but occupied by Peshmerga since 

2003. Regional commentary has highlighted the potential for ISF to enter Kirkuk, but only under continued 

provocation.  

 
 The recommenced clearance of IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq may see heightened impetus for 

high-profile attacks into population centres in the north, west and capital regions. These will likely be 

constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or 

opportunistic targets in outlying districts (including checkpoints). IS have increased their attack tempo in 

eastern Anbar. Though recent IS suicide attack plans appear to be focusing on towns in the ERV, the cities of 

Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for further high-profile attacks, as was seen on September 27. 

 

 A complex attack in western Dhi Qar on September 14 shows IS retains intent and capability for substantial 

attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive for IS to significantly 

escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the region remaining 

isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in Basra province on 

May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9. 

Medium to long term outlook  

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Federal forces continue to push north in Nineveh province  
Activity this week has been primarily focused in the areas of northern Nineveh where federal forces have 

continued to push towards the border areas with Turkey. The push commenced after the expiry of an Iraqi 

deadline, and coincided with Prime Minister Abad's return from Turkey and Iran.  The objective of the ISF push 

was assessed to be too clear at least to the Tigris, and possibly to Fishkhabur and the Habur Gate crossing to 

Turkey.  Despite some media reports, actual ‘clashes’ between federal forces and Kurdish Peshmerga forces 

was minimal.   

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   
 

Political 
 

Iraq, Saudi Arabia launch joint coordination council, Abadi travels to Egypt and Jordan 

Iraq’s Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz have signed an agreement to 

establish the first joint coordination council.  During the signature ceremony, which was held in Riyadh on 

October 22, Abadi praised the relations with Saudi Arabia and expressed hope that the council will be a turning 

point and a springboard for cooperation and boosting bilateral relations between the two countries.  “We have 

launched a programme for the future of the region based on development and spreading security instead of 

disagreements and wars that we have suffered from,” read the text of Abadi's address as published on his official 

website.  Regarding the recent referendum the autonomous Kurdistan Region held last month to secede from 

Iraq, Abadi said that the Kurdish move had endangered the country’s security and unity.  

 

US SoS Tillerson tells Iranian-backed militia’s In Iraq to ‘Go Home’ 

US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson says it is time for Iranian-backed fighters who helped Iraq defeat the Islamic 

State (IS) extremist group to "go home and allow the Iraqi people to regain control.”  Tillerson made the remarks 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

28 October 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [6]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

at a joint news conference with Saudi Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir during a visit to the region on October 22.  

Tillerson, who also stopped in Qatar before planned visits to Pakistan and India, was in Riyadh to attend a rare 

meeting between Saudi and Iraqi officials.  The Gulf trip comes as part of efforts by President Donald Trump’s 

administration to isolate and contain Iran in the Middle East and beyond.  Tillerson was in the kingdom to attend 

the Saudi-Iraqi Coordination Council, led by Iraqi Prime Minister Abadi and Saudi King Salman.   

 

Iraq election body suggests May 2018 for parliamentary election 

Iraq’s Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) has put forward the date of May 12, 2018 for the Iraqi 

parliamentary election. “The IHEC’s Board of Commissioners suggests for the Council of Ministers to set 

Saturday, 12 May 2018, a date for the election of the Council of Representatives for its fourth electoral term,” 

according to an IHEC statement reported on October 22.  The initial date for the elections had been set for early 

April according to previous reports.  

 

Iraq, KRG boundaries must be respected: US SoS Tillerson 

In a statement in Doha on October 23, US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said that the recent movement of 

Iraqi forces into areas in northern Iraq was aimed at bringing Iraqi control to areas it held before the war against 

IS and that Washington has urged Baghdad and Erbil to avoid confrontation, adding that many Kurdish rights 

and expectations have not been met by Baghdad and that Prime Minister Abadi has promised to commit to the 

constitution.  Tillerson commented that the ongoing movement of forces was in line with Peshmerga forces 

repositioning to locations that they occupied prior to the IS offensive and that Iraqi forces were also relocating to 

the positions they held prior to June 2014.  Tillerson added that the US encouraged both to re-establish 

themselves in accordance with those previously agreed boundaries.  

 

KRG parties agree to postpone elections, extend parliament term by eight months  

A preliminary agreement has been reached between three major Kurdish parties to postpone parliamentary and 

presidential elections by eight months and extend the current term of the parliament according to news reports 

on October 24.  The Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and Kurdistan Islamic 

Union (KIU) have agreed to extend the parliament term by eight months as well as the election amid the ongoing 

tensions between Baghdad and Erbil, the report claimed.  Dler Mawati, head of the PUK faction in the Kurdistan 

parliament stated that the postponement would be announced as part of Tuesday’s parliament session 

agenda.  Begard Talabani of the PUK will be appointed the secretary of the parliament in place of Fakhradin 

Qadir, from the Kurdistan Islamic Group (Komal), who resigned on September 30.   

 

KRG offers to ‘freeze’ Kurdish referendum result and engage in talks with Baghdad 

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has offered to ‘freeze’ the results of the Kurdistan independence 

referendum held on September 25 and begin talks with the central government of Baghdad. The KRG issued a 

statement early on October 25 saying the Kurdish government is obliged to act responsibly so as to prevent 

further violence and clashes between Iraqi and Kurdish forces. The statement proposed a three point plan to the 

government of Iraq and international community.  Firstly, the regional government will ‘freeze’ the results of the 

September referendum.  Secondly, the Kurdish government calls for an immediate ceasefire and halt all military 

operations in the Kurdistan Region.  Thirdly, the Kurdish government called for an open dialogue between the 

KRG and the Iraqi Federal Government on the basis of the Iraqi constitution.  

 

PM Abadi rejects offer to ‘freeze’ referendum results, continues to demand annulment 

According to reported circulated by AP on the morning of October 26, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has stated 

that he will only accept a full cancellation of the Kurdish independence vote and its results, dismissing a proposal 

by the autonomous Iraqi Kurdish region to freeze the referendum results pending negotiations with 

Baghdad.  According to a written statement released through the prime minister’s office, Abadi said "we will only 

accept the cancelling of the referendum and [the] following [of] the constitution." On October 25, Iraqi Kurdish 

leaders offered to ‘freeze’ the referendum results in order for an immediate ceasefire and to facilitate talks with 

Baghdad. Abadi's announcement came as he arrived in Iran as part of his regional tour.  
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Kurdish parliament postpones session 

The Kurdistan Region parliament announced in a statement on its website that it postponed a session that was 

due to be held on October 26, without giving any reason for the decision.  It said that the session would now be 

held on 28 October.  The postponement follows claims in Kurdish media on October 25 that Massoud Barzani 

was planning to resign from his post as de facto president and that presidential powers would be shared 

between the premiership, parliament and judiciary until the next presidential election.  Both privately-owned 

Khandan and Spee Media websites reported comments from Gorran MPs that the party's members were 

planning to attend today's session. This would have been the party's first appearance in parliament since it re-

convened last month.  The Kurdish parliamentary and presidential elections were scheduled for November 1, but 

were postponed earlier in the week, when the Kurdish parliament extended its term for eight months. 

 

Iraqi PM orders 24 hours ceasefire in the north of Iraq 

On October 27, Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi ordered Iraqi forces to halt activity for 24 hours in the north 

of the country to prevent “shedding blood” in the contested areas. Abadi said in a statement published on his 

official website on 27 October. The statement added that the halt to military operations is meant to allow the 

deployment of Iraqi forces to border crossings held by Kurdish forces in agreement with the Kurdistan regional 

authorities.  Earlier on October 27, Colonel Ryan Dillon, the spokesperson for the US-led coalition in Iraq 

confirmed that there was a ceasefire in place between Iraqi and Kurdish forces, following ten days of sporadic 

clashes.   

Security 
 

Germany resumes military training mission in Kurdistan 

The German military has resumed its training mission in Iraqi Kurdistan after a week pause. But the mission's 

continuation remains in doubt due to conflict between the Kurdish region and Iraq.  The German government 

announced the recommencement of its training programme for Kurdish Peshmerga forces despite the ongoing 

political and military issues between the autonomous region and Baghdad.   

 

Shia militia groups call for removal of US forces following IS’s ‘final’ defeat 

The secretary-general of the Shia PMU militia Asaib Ahl al-Haq (AAH), Qais al-Khazali called on the US and its 

SoS Rex Tillerson to be ready to withdraw US troops from Iraq after IS is finally defeated, adding that IS’s 

ultimate defeat would cease to provide an ‘excuse’ for a US military presence in Iraq. Khazali made the 

statement in a ‘tweet’ posted on his official account on the social networking site Twitter addressing 

Tillerson.  The announcement coincides with the announcement by Hadi al-Amiri, Secretary General of Badr 

Organization, the largest force in the popular mobilization forces, that the US SoS is not welcome in Baghdad, 

calling on Prime Minister Haider Abadi not to receive him.  

 

Iraqi forces launch operation to liberate last IS locations in western Anbar 

On October 25, Iraqi forces officially launched the operation to retake control of the districts of Rawah and al-

Qaim in north-western Anbar province from IS.  Reports claimed that the operations had been delayed for ‘a few 

days’ while army units redeployed to the area. The Iraqi Army media cell announced it had dropped thousands of 

leaflets over Rawah and al-Qaim, calling on the residents to expect the liberation of the areas. 

 

ISF continue towards Turkish border area, re-establish control of Makhmour district  

Over October 26, Iraqi  Federal  Forces,  including  Army,  Federal  Police  and  PMUs,  continued  to  advance  

into  KDP Peshmerga  controlled  areas  in  north western Nineveh with the apparent objective of controlling the 

area between Syria and Mosul lake, corresponding to the 2003 Green Line.  ISF have taken control of Rabiah 

border crossing with Syria and continued ‘clashes’ were reported to the north where the Syrian and Turkish 

borders meet in the area of Fishkhabur. There remain vastly contradicting reports over the scale of the reported 

‘clashes’ though the objective consensus remains that they remain isolated incidents, rather than significant 

engagements.  According to local ISF commanders on the ground, the objective is to advance to the Turkish 

border and take control of the main border crossing point with Turkey.   



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

28 October 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [8]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Iraqi forces liberate areas in western Anbar from IS control 

Iraqi forces have regained control over several areas in western Anbar Province from IS, state-run Iraqia News 

TV reported on October 26.  The channel quoted the commander of western Anbar offensive, Lt-Gen Abdul Amir 

Yarallah as saying that the forces "liberated Al-Hussayniat, Al-Ka'ra, Saad air force base and the H2 area," 

following the commencement of operations to liberate the districts of Rawah and Al Qaim on October 

26.  Reports claimed that Iraqi forces were advancing on three axes; the first axis is along the road that links 

Akashat to Al-Qaim adjacent to the Syrian border, the second axis is advancing south from the border areas in 

southern Nineveh province with the third pushing up the Euphrates River Valley through Rawah towards Al-

Qaim. Later reports also claimed that Iraqi forces had liberated areas of the highway that links Akashat to Al 

Qaim, adjacent to the Syrian border. 

 

Canada suspends train and assist mission with Iraqi and Kurdish forces 

Canadian soldiers in Iraq have been ordered to temporarily suspend all operations with Iraqi and Kurdish forces 

following the recent clashes between the two sides.  The move comes amid accusations Canada and its allies 

have failed the country over the past three years by ignoring its many political, religious and economic divisions 

while fighting IS.  Canadian Special Forces have provided training, advice and assistance to both the Iraqi 

military and Kurdish Peshmerga for the past three years as part of the fight against IS militants.  Canadian 

military officials said on October 27 that Canadian forces would continue to support the US-led coalition fighting 

against IS through the provision of medical aid, intelligence and transportation.   

 

IS claims 679 suicide bombings in Iraq over the past year 

Islamic State has claimed carrying out a total of 679 suicide bombings in Iraq over the 12 months between 

October 2016 and September 2017; a period which coincided with the Iraqi-led offensive to retake Mosul from IS 

control.  An infographic published in IS's weekly newspaper Al-Naba illustrated its purported military 

achievements in Iraq during the Islamic year AH 1438, which began on 2 October 2016, but gave no breakdown 

of the geographic distribution of the claimed 679 suicide bombings.  It is likely that a large proportion of them 

were carried out in the Mosul region, where suicide bombings were used as a key tactic in IS's defence of the 

city. IS propaganda is known for vastly inflating its statistics, especially when it comes to casualty figures. 

Humanitarian  
 
Kurdish government warns of humanitarian crisis with Iraq’s control of disputed areas 

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) said on October 21 that the region is facing a humanitarian crisis, as 

nearly 170,000 people have been displaced from the Kirkuk region following the events of last week.  Among 

that total, 84,000 civilians fled to Erbil province, 78,372 to Sulaymaniyah and 6,000 to Duhok and Zakho from 

Rabea and Zummar. The KRG statement said that it expects the figures to rise.  

Economy 
 

Iraqi Trade Minister opens 44
th

 Baghdad trade fair on October 21 

Iraqi Trade Minister, Salman Al-Jumaili, launched the 44
th
 Baghdad International Fair on October 21.  The trade 

fair will run from October 21-31.  During the opening ceremony he stated that the fair would bring together 

representatives of 18 countries and 400 local and international companies.  Al-Jumaili welcomed guests 

participating in the fair, which he described as “a platform for strengthening friendship bonds between Iraq and 

other regional and international states.”  “The launch of the 44th Baghdad International Fair coincides with the 

complete liberation of many Iraqi areas, and this is a clear and true message that Iraq is ready to cooperate in 

the fields of investment and reconstruction and is capable of fighting and combating terrorism and strengthening 

its relationships through real and constructive partnerships,” he said.   

 

Iraqi FM says Baghdad seeks broader economic cooperation with Russia 

Iraq’s foreign minister Ibrahim Jaafari met his Russian counterpart in Moscow on October 23 where he said 

Baghdad seeks stronger economic ties and the development of a strategic partnership with Russia. Jaafari told 
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reporters prior to his meeting with Sergei Lavrov.  Russia's Foreign Minster Sergey Lavrov said that Russia 

would continue business interactions with the Kurdistan Region, but in coordination with Baghdad.   

 

Iran reopens Bashmaq Border Crossing with Iraq 

Iran has reopened the Bashmagh (Bashmaq) Border Crossing with Iraq 10 days after it was closed due to 

instability in the autonomous Kurdish Region, IRIB news agency reported.  Jahangir Bakhshi, director-general of 

Bashmagh's customs office, said the crossing "had opened for travellers a few days earlier" but full operation 

began on October 25. The crossing connects Iran's Kordestan Province with Iraq's Sulaymaniyah 

Province.  Quoting a press release by the Iranian Consulate in Erbil, Mehr news agency reported that decision to 

reopen the border crossing was made following a request by Sulaymaniyah Provincial Council.  The statement 

added that no decisions have been made over the reopening of Iran's other crossings with Iraqi Kurdistan. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Armed Insurgent attacks continue in Mosul and across Nineveh province, as do legacy IED detonations and 

other acts of violence with indeterminate motivation.  In west Mosul, two policemen were reportedly killed and 

two others wounded in a suicide attack in the Old Ciy; two other militants were killed following the attack. Also in 

the west, a village headman was killed in a grenade/SAF attack in al-Rashidiya, and two people were killed by a 

legacy IED as they entered their home in al-Islah al-Zara'i. In east Mosul, four bodies were found with gunshot 

wounds to their heads. South of the city, a healthcare worker and three of her sons were shot and killed in their 

home in Hamam al-Alil, 25km south of Mosul; reporting indicates that another son carried out the killings. ISF 

also reported the arrest of five suspected militants hiding in a house in the town.   Elsewhere in Nineveh, the 

remains of an estimated 170 people were found in a mass grave in the southern province. 

 

Salah ah-Din has seen a quiet reporting period, reflecting the current IS disarray following their removal en-

masse of IS influence from Hawija, and persistent harrying from ISF. An IS suicide attacker was reportedly shot 

and killed in the Makhoul Mountains. In a separate incident, also in Makhoul, ISF shot and killed three militants, 

two reportedly wearing explosive vests. Further south, and also in in the eastern provincial seam, Iraqi airstrikes 

also destroyed an IS safe-house and killed four militants in Mutaibijah. 
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Armed clashes and street level provocations have abated; though security restrictions in Kirkuk city and firefights 

with remaining IS elements in Hawija highlight a fractious stability in Kirkuk province. ISF on October 21 reported 

continued Peshmerga mortar bombardments against federal positions in Alton Kupri in northern Kirkuk, though 

they asserted they had not responded in kind. Action against remaining IS elements has continued in Hawija, 

south west of Kirkuk. PMU reported killing six IS militants, including two wearing explosive vests, during a raid in 

al-Abbasi. Also near Hawija, two ISF members were killed and four PMU injured when a reported 30 IS militants 

attacked security outposts in Waridyiah and Qaysumah villages of al-Abbasi sub-district near the boundary with 

Salah ad-Din province.  

 

Diyala ISF reported the killing of six militants from Hawija in a failed infiltration attempt into Sarha, 75km north of 

Baqubah. Armed violence not clearly linked to the insurgency has also been reported. A teacher and a student 

were killed in a SAF exchange near a school in al-Haroniyah village, Muqdadiyah, in central Diyala. In the east, a 

father and son were killed in a small arms attack on their home in Khanaqin district. In other reporting from 

Diyala, ‘dozens’ staged a sit-in protest in Qara Tepe, north of Lake Hamrin, demanding the disbandment of the 

local council.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Following almost two weeks of shaping activity, including airstrikes and ISF raids near the towns of Rawah and 

Al-Qaim. PM Abadi confirmed the launch of operations to liberate Rawah and al-Qaim on October 26. Reporting 

in days prior to the announcement highlighted the pre-positioning of troops east of Rawah and south of Al-Qaim. 

It is understood that ISF intent has been to secure the Syrian border prior to the main clearance, in order to 

isolate IS within Al-Qaim and Rawah. The next week will likely see the final excising of IS from urban territorial 

holdings in Iraq, though the nature of Anbar's open desert terrain; similar to the Makhoul/Hamrin Mountains in 

the north, will likely see a persistent IS presence throughout the province. 

 

Elsewhere in Anbar, ISF reported arresting four individuals wanted for terrorism in Kilo 18, near Ramadi, and in 

Rutbah 300km west of the city. Nine suspected IS militants were arrested at different IDP camps in Anbar 

province. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

Three Lebanese nationals were kidnapped at an undetermined location in Baghdad. The Lebanese foreign 

ministry confirmed Iraqi and Lebanese reports stating that three named individuals from Lebanon, including one 

that had travelled from London, were abducted after leaving BIAP. This reporting if accurate is highly unusual, 

and has likely been done for criminal financial reasons. The last confirmed instance of a foreign national being 

Baghdad kidnapped was in 2015, when three contractors of dual US-Iraqi citizenship were abducted by a Shia 

militia from their apartment in southern Baghdad.  

The major religious festival of Arba’een will take place in Karbala in mid-November. In the next week, 

processions towards the Karbala shrine will create increasing amounts of foot traffic on main routes between 

Baghdad’s Shia neighbourhoods and Karbala to the south west. ISF are expected to impose route restrictions 

and other security measures to control this movement and protect pilgrims from IS attacks. During the Arba’een 

period, there is an elevated threat of high-profile attacks such as VBIED and suicide attacks in the vicinity of the 

procession routes.  
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

Six IEDs were reported in the Baghdad belts. One person was killed and seven others injured by an IED near a 

vegetable wholesale market in Yusufiyah, south of Baghdad. One soldier was killed and two others wounded 

when a roadside bomb exploded elsewhere in the south. A farmer was killed by an IED in Tarmiyah, north of 

Baghdad. Three other detonations wounded eight people throughout the province. 

In other reporting, two shooting attacks in the north of the province killed two PMU members. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

No security incidents of significance have been reported in the south in this period.  

 

ISF reported conducting a clearance operation in Jurf al-Nusra, north of Hillah to disrupt attack planning ahead 

of Arba’een. A cache of explosives was seized in Tunis village of Mahawil, also north of Hillah. Muthanna ISF 

also launched an operation to clear desert areas of IS sleeper cells. In similar reporting, a security trench to 

inhibit movement of terrorists and smugglers is to be constructed along part of the Dhi Qar-Basra border. Also 

related to the forthcoming Arba'een pilgrimage, hundreds of Iranian pilgrims entered Iraq via the Shalamcheh 

border crossing in eastern Basra.  

 

Low-level protests were reported in Basra, Karbala, Dhi Qar and Muthanna. Dozens demonstrated in Basra city’s 

Junainah and in Dhi Qar's Garraf town over planned privatisation of the electricity supply. A similar crowd of 

municipal workers gathered in Karbala city to protest against the delay of their monthly salary payments. In 

Muthanna, ‘dozens’ gathered on al-Darraji concession, south of Samawah, demanding jobs. Tribal clashes were 

reported in Maysan’s Kahlaa district, 20km south of Amarah, as well as in Basra city and Zubayr. 

  

The next week will see increasing foot traffic on routes towards Karbala, as well as IS attempts to target pilgrims 

with high-profile attacks. ‘The movement of ISF police units to Kirkuk to shore up security, as well as the current 

focus on Arba’een route security, will likely see opportunistic and tribal violence crime increase. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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