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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 September 25
th
’s referendum on Kurdish independence, held in the KRI and KRG controlled disputed 

territories across northern Iraq, has seen federal Iraq and regional partners threaten the KRI with economic 

measures that will potentially introduce uncertainty into business operations and cross-border travel in the KRI 

in the short term. 

 

 Shia pilgrimages ahead of the major religious festival of Ashura on October 1
st
 will see heightened efforts by 

IS to conduct high-profile attacks (such as suicide and vehicle bombs) on procession routes, including in the 

Shia south. Accordingly, travel in the vicinity of procession routes may be affected by security measures such 

as short-notice lane or whole road closures. Previous pilgrimages have also seen major attacks take place as 

pilgrims are returning, when security restrictions have eased. 

 
 The current ISF-led incursion into the Hawijah pocket as well as IS redoubts in Anbar’s Euphrates River Valley 

may see heightened impetus for high-profile attacks into population centres in the north, west and capital 

regions. These will likely be constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad, with attacks most likely 

to strike secondary or opportunistic targets in outlying districts (including checkpoints). IS may also attempt to 

increase their attack tempo in eastern Anbar, with the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah likely to be key targets for 

high-profile attacks.  

 

 A complex attack in western Dhi Qar on September 14 exhibits IS retains intent and capability for substantial 

attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive for IS to significantly 

escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the region remaining 

isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in Basra province on 

May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Kurdish Referendum on Independence took place on September 25 as planned 

 

The much publicised Kurdish independence referendum vote took place as planned on September 25, despite 

last minute calls for it to be postponed. Nearly 93 per cent of those that took part vote for independence. 

Baghdad has responded by taking rescinding Erbil’s authority to operate international airports and process. 

Similar economic measures have been threatened or hinted at by regional allies, Turkey and Iran, who also 

share a land border, and have secessionist Kurdish movements of their own. The international community has 

issued a dismayed reaction to the timing of the referendum, whilst equivocating over support for Kurdish 

aspirations and Iraq’s sovereignty and cohesion. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 

 
Reporting this week has been dominated by the Kurdish independence referendum held on September 25 and 

the subsequent ‘fallout’ and reactions, domestically, regionally and across the wider international community. 

Despite some speculation that the referendum may be postponed, the second round of talks between the visiting 

Kurdistan delegation and the ruling Shiite National Alliance ended without any results in Baghdad on September 

23, just two days ahead of the referendum. The Iraqi government position continued to assert that the 

referendum was ‘unconstitutional’ while the Kurdish line remained that the referendum was the right of the 

Kurdish people.  Turkey and Iran also reiterated their opposition to the referendum vote. The UN, US, Arab 

League and the majority of the international community also expressed their concerns over the potentially 

destabilising effects of the Kurdish independence referendum. 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

30 September 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [6]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Kurdish independence referendum vote goes ahead as planned  

The much publicised Kurdish independence referendum vote took place as planned on September 25, despite 

last minute calls for it to be postponed.  The Kurdistan Regional Governments (KRG’s) ruling parties agreed the 

day before to include the disputed province of Kirkuk in the referendum on independence from Iraq.  In separate 

but related reporting, the Sadrist protest committee postponed its planned electoral reform demonstration set for 

September 25, seemingly recognising that the timetable clash with referendum day would not help their cause 

and would detract from their electoral focus.  A new date is yet to be set. 

 

On September 27, the Kurdistan Independent Higher Electoral and Referendum Commission (KIHERC) officially 

announced that around 92.73 per cent of voters were in favour of an independent Kurdish state.  The KIHERC 

made the announcement at a news conference during which it noted that 7.27 voted ‘No’ in the referendum held 

on September 25.  Turnout was reported at 72 percent of around 3.3 million voters.  The federal government in 

Baghdad opposed the vote and said it would not recognise its outcome. 

 

Kurdish referendum – initial reactions 

Iraqi TV downplayed the significance of the referendum. State and most private TVs provided almost no live 

coverage of the polling stations, highlighting instead the rejection by various political parties and coalitions of the 

vote. They expressed this sentiment through a series of urgent screen captions, indicating the opposition of key 

political figures as well as neighbouring countries to the vote. Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi called the vote 

‘unconstitutional’ and warned he will take ‘necessary measures’ to preserve the unity of the country. He also 

announced he would not hold talks with Kurdish leaders over the ‘unconstitutional’ referendum. The US 

administration in Washington said it was ‘deeply disappointed’ that the ballot went ahead, saying it will ‘increase 

instability and hardships for the Kurdistan region and its people’. In New York, UN chief Antonio Guterres also 

said he was concerned about the ‘potentially destabilizing effects’ of the referendum. Turkey's Foreign Ministry 

said Ankara would take ‘all measures’ under international law if the Iraqi Kurdish independence referendum 

generated threats to Turkey's national security. Iran called the vote ‘illegal’ having banned all flights to and from 

the Kurdish region a day earlier. 

 

Kurdish referendum – Iraqi government reactions 

The Iraqi government threatened punitive measures against the autonomous Kurdish region following the 

September 25 independence referendum vote. In his weekly news conference on September 26, Iraqi Prime 

Minister Haider al-Abadi announced that the Iraqi Council of Ministers has decided to bring the Kurdistan 

Region’s airports under the authority of the central government, giving Erbil three days to hand them over to 

Baghdad. Subsequently, the Iraqi Civil Aviation Authority informed airlines that international flights to and from 

Erbil and Sulaimaniyah airports would not operate with effect from 1800 local time on Friday September 29. 

Abadi also said that “oil resources [in Kurdistan] should return to the federal government in accordance with the 

constitution in order to be able to pay for civil servants, including those in Kurdistan.” Border crossings will also 

be put under the federal government's control, he added.  He asserted that his stance is not ‘punishment’ but 

rather an attempt to maintain Iraq's unity. 

 

Council of Representatives pass 13-point plan following Kurdish referendum 

Following a meeting of the Council of Representatives (CoR) on September 27, attended by Prime Minister 

Haider al-Abadi.  The CoR agreed a 13 point plan in response to the Kurdistan independence referendum.  

Besides stating that the Kurdish referendum was unconstitutional and violates Article 1 of the Iraqi Constitution, 

the bill covered a number of legislative and administrative measures that will be imposed against the Kurdish 

region.  It directed the PM as the Commander-in-Chief of the Iraqi military to preserve Iraq’s unity and deploy 

security forces into all disputed areas including Kirkuk and to bring oilfield in these areas back under government 

control.  It also directed the government to take control of all external borders (including airports).  The bill also 

called on all foreign governments with diplomatic representation in the Kurdish region to close their offices. 

Finally the bill said that the Iraqi government would not to accept any conditional dialogue until the results of the 

referendum are annulled. 
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US does not recognize Kurdistan independence vote: US Secretary of State 

US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson confirmed in a statement on September 29 that the US government "does 

not recognize the Kurdistan Regional Government’s unilateral referendum held on Monday."  "The vote and the 

results lack legitimacy and we continue to support a united, federal, democratic and prosperous Iraq," Tillerson 

added.  Tillerson also urged calm and an end to vocal recriminations and threats of reciprocal actions. Tillerson 

also pointed out that the fight against IS is not over, and extremist groups are seeking to exploit instability and 

discord, he urged Iraq to remain focused on defeating IS. 

 

Iran bans oil trade with Iraqi Kurdistan 

Iran's Roads and Transportation Ministry has banned the trade of oil products with Iraqi Kurdistan, Iran's hardline 

Tasnim news agency reported on 29 September. In an urgent message to road and marine transport companies, 

the ministry said: "In respect of recent developments in the region, international transport companies and the 

drivers in this field should not ship and carry fuels to/from Iraqi Kurdistan until further notice.  Iran suspended 

flights to Iraqi Kurdistan on 24 September the day before the Iraqi Kurdistan independence referendum. A day 

later, the Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Secretary Ali Shamkhani said border crossings between 

Iran and Iraqi Kurdistan would remain open as long as Kurdistan was part of Iraq.  

 

Ayatollah Sistani’s representative warns of 'division' after Kurdish independence vote 

The representative of Iraqi Higher Religious Authority Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani has rejected the statehood 

referendum held in the Kurdistan region on September 25.  During his Friday sermon, Sheikh Ahmad al-Safi 

conveyed Sistani's message to worshipers in which he warned of the unfavourable consequences of division. 

"The Iraqi Higher Religious Authority warns that taking steps towards division and separation will trigger internal 

and external reactions, which will lead to unfavourable consequences that will affect our dear Kurdish citizens," 

al-Safi said on 29 September.  He called on both the federal government and that of Kurdistan Region to refer 

points of disagreement to the Federal Supreme Court and to abide by its decisions. 

Security 

 

Iraqi forces finish first stage of Hawija offensive 

The Iraqi army has announced the completion of the first stage of an offensive to dislodge IS from the town of 

Hawija in Kirkuk Province.  "The first stage of Hawija liberation operation has come to an end after the recapture 

of the northern bank of Al-Zab River," the army's War Media Cell said in a Facebook statement on 23 

September. It added that the forces had retaken 36 villages in the town.  A day earlier, Iraqi security forces 

announced the recapture of 19 villages around IS-held Hawija.   

 

Iraq dismantles "terror cell" before attacking Shia pilgrims 

Iraq has announced the dismantlement of a "terrorist cell" allegedly linked to IS that was planning to attack Shia 

pilgrims with suicide bombers during Ashura ceremonies.  Security forces clamped down the cell in Ramadi, the 

capital of western Anbar Province, according to an Iraqi army statement on 23 September.  "The operation 

resulted in the killing of three suicide bombers, including a terrorist called Abu Baraa al-Turkmani… and the 

seizure of explosive belts and other substances," it said.  The statement added that the operation was based on 

information obtained from an IS member who had been arrested north of Baghdad.    

 

New ‘al-Baghdadi’ audio tape posted by Islamic State group on September 28  

Islamic  State have  released  what  they claim is an  audio  recording  of  their  leader,  Abu  Bakr  al-

Baghdadi.  A speaker who sounds like the IS leader refers to the recent North Korean threats against Japan and 

the US.  He also refers to the battle for control of IS strongholds in northern Iraq, including Mosul, which was 

liberated by Iraqi forces in July.  Baghdadi, has not been seen in public since 2014, there have been several 

claims that the IS leader has been killed, the last claim being in June 2017 when Russian authorities claimed 

that al-Baghdadi was killed in an airstrike in Syria. Asked about the audio, a spokesman for US forces fighting IS, 

Ryan Dillon, said "without verifiable evidence of his death, we have continued to assume that he is alive".  
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Iraqi forces retake 11 villages in Hawija district following start of second phase of operations  

Iraqi forces have retaken 11 villages in Hawija district from IS militants, following the launch of the second phase 

of the Hawija offensive on September 29, according to Iraqi state TV.  "The federal police, Emergency Response 

Division and Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) liberated villages of Gharib One, Gharib Two, Al-Karnah, Al-

Alkaia, Al-Hajama, Al-Shajra, Al-Mostah, Hammoud al-Khalaf, Al-Abalat, Namela and Towayria in Hawija 

district," Iraqia News TV quoted the commander of Hawija operation on 29 September as saying.  Earlier on 

September 29, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi announced the launch of the second phase of Hawija offensive, in 

the northern Kirkuk Province.  The first phase of the operation was completed on 23 September.  

Humanitarian  
 

NSTR 

Economy 
 

Airlines suspend international flights to the Kurdish region  

Carriers in several Arab countries decided to suspend flights to Kurdistan Region, shortly after the Iraqi 

government said it will impose a ban on international flights serving the region following the independence 

referendum on September 25.  For its part, the Iraqi Civil Aviation Authority (ICAA) notified foreign carriers that 

flights to Kurdistan would be suspended as of 1800hrs (local time Iraq) on September 29. Following the 

governments statements, several carriers announced that they would suspend all flights serving the Kurdish 

region of Iraq. Iran was the first country to suspend flights to the region, after closing its airspace with Kurdistan 

on 24 September.  A number of other carriers subsequently announced the suspension of flight operations into 

the KRI including Turkish Airlines, EgyptAir, Middle East Airlines (MEA) and FlyDubai. The Iraqi federal 

government’s decision to suspend flights to and from Kurdistan Region came into effect on the evening of 

September 29.   

 

.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Security reporting in Salah ad-Din and Kirkuk in this period has again been characterised by the joint military 

operation to liberate IS-held Hawijah in south-west Kirkuk province and north east Salah ad-Din. IS have 

seemingly responded by increasing asymmetric activity in southern Salah ad-Din. Reporting in Nineveh 

continues to highlight the ongoing threat posed by legacy IEDs, while events in Diyala and Kirkuk city reflect 

political and inter-ethnic tensions following the Kurdish vote to secede.  

 

On September 29, ISF announced launching the second phase of their operation to reclaim Salah ad-Din and 

Hawijah (‘We are coming, Hawijah’). The US-led coalition has highlighted ongoing coordination between ISF and 

Peshmerga commanders, despite tensions between Erbil and Baghdad over the result of the Kurdish 

Independence referendum. In-line with reporting prior to the election, and in-keeping with their role supporting 

urban clearances in the recent Nineveh operations, Peshmerga have acted as a blocking force, also enabling 

ISF/PMU to manoeuvre in the rear of the battle area where required.  

 

Insurgents responded in customary fashion to such set-backs, reportedly murdering 10 civilians for suspected 

collusion. On the fringes and immediate flanks of the operational area, IS’ response was characterized by 

attempted HPAs and raids against ISF locations in southern and eastern Salah ad-Din. The most significant was 
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an IS attack lasting several hours on September 27 as an attempt to recapture Zarkah Bridge in Tuz Khurmatu 

from ISF; two dozen militants were reported killed. The same day, PMU repelled an IS attack near Mutaibijah in 

the south east boundary with Diyala, reporting five militants killed. Four suicide attackers were also shot and 

killed by ISF on approach to a police station in Ishaki, north of Balad.  

 

In other reporting, several acts of intimidation and low-level political violence (hand grenade and shooting 

attacks) have been reported in Kirkuk city. Diyala has seen several protests in provincial capital Baqubah and 

Khalis, with the Baghdad-Kirkuk road (Highway 2) in Khalis blocked on at least one occasion. Provincial officials 

have also stated that, acting on orders from Baghdad, they have halted fuel deliveries to Peshmerga held areas 

in the north of the province. ISF have also reported several security operations around the capital Baqubah.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Following the previously reported ISF recapture of Anah, this period has seen an operational pause the 

clearance of the Euphrates River Valley in northwest Anbar. IS launched a major complex attack into the 

western fringes of provincial capital Ramadi, precipitating several days of follow-on activity in the area and others 

adjacent by IS and ISF. 

On the morning of September 27, IS launched a major complex attack in to the Kilo 5, Kilo 7 and Al-Tash areas, 

all in south west Ramadi, 3km west of the city centre and the Euphrates. Media accounts indicated that up to 20 

vehicles may have been used to move militants into the area, and that at one stage Anbar University in Al-Tash 

was under partial occupation. Following a gun battle lasting 3-4 hours, ISF reported that the attack was over, and 

that around 20 attackers had been killed. Further reporting later stated that around 60 ISF had been wounded or 

killed in the attack. Conflicting reports regarding civilian casualties suggest that around 30 civilians were 

wounded.  

In the 48hrs that followed the attack, several ISF security operations and airstrikes were reported in the area and 

the desert west and south west of Ramadi. A suicide attack in Kilo 7 on September 28 killed two ISF members, 

while further raids in Al-Tash another neighbourhood in western Ramadi saw further arrests and the shooting 

dead of several reported suicide bombers.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

Within Baghdad city, activity has been characterised by normal patterns of violent and criminal activity, and 

heightened foot traffic and route closures owing to processions from Shia neighbourhoods to Karbala. IS have 

targeted this activity with low-level and high-profile IED attacks. ISF have reported several counter-terror arrests 

in the city centre, with suspects found to be in possession of weapons and IEDs. 

The most significant attack in this period occurred on September 27 when a VBIED detonated in the vicinity of 

Shia pilgrims moving west towards Bab al-Moatham Bridge in northern Rusafa. Two people were killed and four 

others wounded. Aside from this, six low-level IED detonations were reported in Shia or mixed sectarian 

neighbourhoods in outer districts. Two fatal attacks were reported in Sadr City in the east of Baghdad and in 

Suwaib, south of BIAP. In total, two people were killed and ten injured.  

Sadrists mounted their usual, sizeable but peaceful demonstration numbering in the low thousands in Tahrir 

Square on Friday September 22. Sadr has again complained about the protracted process to reform the 

Independent High Electoral Commission, and his office has also announced another demonstration on Monday 

September 25 in Tahrir Square over the same matter.  

Several shooting incidents linked to tribal violence or criminality were again reported around the city. The 

majority occurred in outer districts, but a non-fatal shooting attack in Rusafa’s Palestine Street and a tribal shoot-

out in central Karkh highlight the persistent, indirect threat around relatively secure parts of Baghdad city centre. 
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

Insurgent activity in the Baghdad belts was slightly elevated from last week but within long-standing norms. 

Twelve IED attacks, of which seven were fatal, were reported in total, with the majority in the south west of the 

province around Yusufiyah and Karagole. Seven people were killed and 34 wounded.  

 

In other reporting, a Sunni PMU member was killed in a SAF attack in Ibrahim Bin Ali, west of Baghdad and 

north of Abu Ghraib. Further south, in Karakole, a grenade attack injured another Sunni PMU fighter and three 

family members. 

 

ISF reported two counter terror arrests in Taji in the north and Rasheed and Za'franiya areas in southern 

Baghdad.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

The south in this period has been characterised by low-level civil unrest and criminally or tribally motivated 

armed violence. No significant trends or activities were reported.  

 

Three separate, fatal, shooting attacks, all apparently motivated by family disputes, were reported in Babel, 

Wasit and Dhi Qar. Two tribal disputes were reported, with ISF arresting several people in Qarmat Ali, northern 

Basra. One incident in Maysan’s Amarah city, also reported to be tribally motivated, saw six children wounded 

when three men gave them booby-trapped toys to play with. 

 

Protests linked to a range of local and national issues were held across the south throughout the week. Protests 

over the planned privatisation of the electricity supply were held in Diwaniyah; poor public services also 

prompted a small demonstration in Karbala. Another protest in Karbala also indicated local opposition to the 

Kurdish referendum. Within Basra province, at an oil field protest highlighted local distemper over perceived lack 

of job security, employment opportunities and working conditions. 

 

Multiple counter-drugs operations took place around Basra province. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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Middle East 
International Protective Services Headquarters 
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House  
DIFC, PO Box 482069  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
United States 
1101 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 1725 
Arlington, VA, 22209 
United States 
 
UK 
5

th
 Floor 

1, London Bridge 
London 
SE1 9BG 
 
Europe 
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
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