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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have 

been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Diyala, Babel and Wasit, Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over 

Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in northern Dohuk province.  While 

international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain entrenched in the political positions. 

  

 ISF have now liberated Rawah, IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq along the Euphrates River Valley in 

Anbar province, and the group is also under pressure in Syria. These losses of territory will likely see IS revert 

back to their asymmetric warfare model of terrorist attacks, and we have already seen an uptick in retaliatory 

attacks by IS in Mosul, Tuz Khourmatu and Hawijah. This may also be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks into 

Baghdad and the surrounding belts. However, these will likely be constrained by security footprint, particularly 

in Baghdad City, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or opportunistic targets in outlying districts 

(including checkpoints). Despite a current ISF push to clear the areas, IS still retain a degree of freedom of 

movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the Syrian border area. Though recent IS suicide attack 

plans appear to be focusing on outlying areas, the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for 

further high-profile attacks, as was seen on September 27. 

 

 A complex attack against Shia pilgrims in western Dhi Qar on September 14 exhibits IS retains intent and 

capability for substantial attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive 

for IS to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the 

region remaining isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in 

Basra province on May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraqi Federal Court rules Kurdish referendum unconstitutional 
On November 20, Iraq’s Supreme Federal Court ruled that the referendum held on Kurdish independence was 

unconstitutional and that the results of the vote were void.  Kurds voted overwhelmingly to break away from Iraq 

in a referendum held on Sept. 25, defying the central government in Baghdad as well as neighbouring Turkey 

and Iran who have their own Kurdish minorities.  The court is responsible for settling disputes between Iraq’s 

central government and regions including Kurdistan. The verdict cannot be appealed.  “The Federal Court issued 

the decision to consider the Kurdish region’s referendum unconstitutional and this ruling is final,” a spokesman 

said. “The power of this ruling should now cancel all the results of the referendum”.   

ISF announce operations to clear the Al-Jazeera desert of Islamic State militants 
Following the official announcement of the start of clearance operations following the fall of Rawah last week, 

ISF have now reported to have cleared a total of 77 villages and taken control of three bridges during operations 

in the Al-Jazeera desert triangle which covers areas in Anbar, Nineveh and Salah-al-Din provinces.  Lieutenant 

General Abdul Amir Rashid Yaarallah of the Iraqi Army also stated that they had now cleared an area of more 

than 5800 square kms.    

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 

Kurdistan parliament says Iraq draft budget 'unconstitutional' 

The Kurdistan parliament has said that the Iraqi 2018 draft budget is unconstitutional because the share of the 

Kurdistan Region has been reduced from 17 to 12.67 per cent.  According to a statement published on the 

parliament's website, the parliament proposed that if the Kurdistan Region is only to receive 12.67 per cent it 

should also export and sell 250,000 barrels of crude oil independently.  The proposal came at yesterday's 

parliamentary session to discuss the national draft budget and the Kurdistan Region's share, led by Deputy 

Speaker Jaffar Iminki (Kurdistan Democratic Party) and Secretary Begard Talabani (Patriotic Union of 

Kurdistan).  The statement said that the law and finance parliamentary committees presented reports about the 

budget at the session, after which a number of points were backed by majority vote.  It said that one of these 

was a legal point arguing that the Iraqi 2018 draft budget is incompatible with the Iraqi constitution based on 

Articles 1, 2, 4, 9, 10, 7, 31, 117 and 121.  The parliament outlined a proposal with two options: either Baghdad 

can reinstate the 17 per cent share or it can keep the newly proposed 12.67 per cent share, but sovereign 

expenses should not be deducted and the region would also export 250,000 barrels of oil per day.   

 

Iraqi Kurdish PM, US envoy discuss Erbil-Baghdad dialogue 

The prime minister of the Kurdistan Region, Nechirvan Barzani, and US Special Envoy for the Global Coalition to 

counter Islamic State, Brett McGurk, have reportedly discussed dialogue between Erbil and Baghdad.  The 

government website reported that both sides welcomed de-escalation of tensions between the Kurdish 

Peshmerga and the Iraqi forces, and stressed on the importance of holding talks between the two sides 

according to the constitution to resolve outstanding problems.  Barzani called for the development of bilateral ties 

and urged the international community to play a role in preparing the ground for talks between the federal 

government and the Kurdistan Region.  The report said that Deputy Prime Minister Qubad Talabani also 

attended the meeting.   

 

Abadi bans militia leaders from Iraq elections 

Prime Minister Al-Abadi has reemphasised that that leaders of the PMUs will be banned from running in Iraq’s 

parliamentary and provincial elections next year.   His comments come as Iran-backed Shiite armed groups have 

been emboldened by their role in defeating IS and as fears grow of Tehran’s increasing influence in the country.  

“There must be a clear separation between political and armed groups,” Mr Al Abadi said during a visit to a voter 

registration centre in Baghdad on November 18.  The prime minister also confirmed the election would be held 

on May 15, urging all Iraqis to cast their votes, and vowing that Baghdad’s central government would provide a 

safe environment for the elections.   

 

Baghdad to send commission to audit KRG public sector 

Iraqi government spokesman Saad al-Hadithi has said that a committee to audit the payroll of the Kurdistan 

Regional Government (KRG) has been formed and is due to visit the Kurdistan Region soon.  "The Iraqi 

government has formed a special committee to come up with a mechanism to monitor and audit the names and 

number civil servants on the KRG payroll," Al-Hadithi was cited as saying.  He added: "The committee, formed 

by Iraqi government, will soon visit the Region for that purpose and to discuss with the KRG the auditing process 

and announce an agreement [to that effect]."  Al-Hadithi explained that the aim is to deliver salaries only to 

legitimate employees. He said that Baghdad is ready to use any system in the process, including KRG's own 

recent biometric system, as long as it can ensure that the number and names of employees are accurate.  Al-

Hadithi said Baghdad is eager to send public servants' salaries as soon as possible, "but provided that the 

money reaches the rightful people, not political parties".   

 

Iraqi Federal Court rules Kurdish referendum unconstitutional 
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On November 20, Iraq’s Supreme Federal Court ruled that the referendum held on Kurdish independence was 

unconstitutional and that the results of the vote were void.  Kurds voted overwhelmingly to break away from Iraq 

in a referendum held on Sept. 25, defying the central government in Baghdad as well as neighbouring Turkey 

and Iran who have their own Kurdish minorities.  The court is responsible for settling disputes between Iraq’s 

central government and regions including Kurdistan. The verdict cannot be appealed.  “The Federal Court issued 

the decision to consider the Kurdish region’s referendum unconstitutional and this ruling is final,” a spokesman 

said. “The power of this ruling should now cancel all the results of the referendum”.  The court had already ruled 

on Nov. 6 that no region or province can secede and the Kurdistan Regional Government said last week it would 

respect that verdict.  Meanwhile, the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani 

has responded to the ruling.  Speaking at a news conference in Erbil, Barzani said the court's decision was final 

and that "unfortunately, they made that decision unilaterally".  In separate reporting, Iraqi President Fuad Masum 

has said a "quiet dialogue" with Kurdistan Region is underway to resolve the independence vote crisis.  In an 

interview with the official Kuwaiti news agency KUNA, Masum said: "The two sides have agreed to abide by the 

constitution, and as the Constitutional Court saw that the referendum was unconstitutional, it was over then".  He 

noted that the two sides were engaged in a "quiet dialogue to solve all outstanding problems" including that of 

the border points. He said the two sides were keen to put an end to all problems. He expressed optimism that 

the crisis would be solved.   

 

Kurdish government calls for support against Iraq measures 

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has called for the international community to intervene to prevent 

moves against the Kurdistan Region by the federal government in Baghdad.  The call was made in a statement 

released on the KRG website in Kurdish, Arabic and English today, and coincided with a statement by Prime 

Minister Nechirvan Barzani today, in which he reluctantly accepted the Federal Court's annulment of the Kurdish 

independence referendum.  The KRG statement said that moves by the federal government violated its 

obligations and responsibilities under international and humanitarian law, and its duty to protect its citizens.  The 

statement mentioned a number of measures taken by the federal government which it described as "collective 

punishment". It discussed their repercussions, including the reduction of the Kurdistan Region's share of the 

2018 draft budget, the closure of the Kurdistan Region's airspace, and travel restrictions.  The statement ended 

by calling on the international community "to intercede in urging Baghdad authorities to lift the embargo, without 

condition, on international flights".   

 

Kurdish PM reiterates call for Baghdad dialogue 

The prime minister of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), Nechirvan Barzani, has reiterated his call for 

dialogue with Baghdad while criticising its moves against the Kurdistan Region at a news conference in Erbil on 

20 November.  At the same news conference Barzani also criticised the Iraqi federal court ruling on the 

"unconstitutional" Kurdish independence referendum. Barzani appeared to reluctantly accept the ruling, but said 

it was a unilateral decision. 

 

Baghdad 

The PM said that there was no military solution to issues between Erbil and Baghdad "but there should be a 

political solution and dialogue should start".  He denied that there have been "secret meetings" between the 

federal government and the KRG, but he did mention that "military meetings" had taken place "to avoid violence 

and confrontations".  Barzani said the fall in the Kurdish share of the draft budget from 17 to 12.67 per cent was 

"an astonishing injustice" against the Kurdish people, but said that there was still an opportunity to address this.  

He said that the KRG's priority is to pay salaries and that it had done all in its powers and would continue to do 

so "in accordance with our revenues". 

 

Provisional government 

Barzani also spoke about demands by some parties to form a provisional government in the Kurdistan Region: 

"It is still not exactly clear what those parties want because they are still part of the government and have 

ministers in this cabinet. Do they want to change their ministers? We are ready to discuss that".  He added that 
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the current government is temporary as there will be an election; the date will be set after discussions with 

parties due to start this week.  "We will overcome this challenging situation, but we need to be united as one 

nation," he said, adding that parties need to come to an agreement on certain principles.  "This is also an 

opportunity to review our shortcomings and implement better reforms in the necessary places. This nation will 

remain and will certainly achieve the rights it has strived for sooner or later," he said. 

 

Iraqi War Compensation Payments to Kuwait 

Iraq has agreed to resume payments from its oil revenues to compensate fully $4.6 billion still owed to Kuwait for 

destruction of its oil fields and facilities during the 1990-91 Gulf War, the United Nations has stated.  Payments 

from the U.N. fund, which were suspended since October 2014 due to security and budgetary challenges faced 

by Iraq in its fight against IS, will begin with 0.5 percent of its oil proceeds in 2018 and escalate annually until the 

end of 2021, the U.N. Compensation Commission (UNCC) said. “Based on oil price and export projections, this 

would result in payment in full of the outstanding claim award” the UNCC said in a statement issued in Geneva.   

 

Gorran Movement calls for dissolving KRG, forming interim government  

Kurdish opposition party Gorran has met with the head of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), Nechirvan 

Barzani and Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Talabani.  During the meeting Gorran members called for the dissolution 

of the current government and the forming of a new interim government until elections are held in the Kurdistan 

region.  The leader of Gorran, Aso Mahmoud stated that only the honouring of three preconditions would prevent 

Gorran pushing for an interim government. 1. Improve living standards for Kurds, 2. Protect Kurdistan’s 

sovereignty, and 3. Hold KR-I elections on time.  Meanwhile, it was reported that an Iraqi Parliamentary Legal 

Committee member Ibtisam al-Hilali stated that "the government is planning to file a lawsuit against Masoud 

Barzani, outgoing Kurdistan Region President and chairman of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)" soon for 

"violating the constitution by holding the Kurdistan secession referendum on 25 September" and remaining at his 

post despite the end of his term two years ago, and transferring oil revenues and the funds sent by the federal 

government to Kurdistan to his own bank account.   Meanwhile, it was revealed that a delegation from the KRG 

will visit Baghdad next week. Jasim al-Bayati, a parliament member from the State of Law bloc, said a KRG 

delegation will visit Baghdad to begin dialogue over the outstanding issues between Erbil and the Iraqi 

government, and that the meetings will “identify a mechanism for dialogue over the conflicting points and 

stranded issues.” According to the MP, there are several issues that will be discussed between Erbil and 

Baghdad including the federal budget, oil revenues, border crossings, and status of airports.  

 

Parties back negotiations with Baghdad - Kurdish PM 

The prime minister of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), Nechirvan Barzani, has said that all the 

Kurdish parties agree on jointly starting negotiations with Baghdad.  Barzani was speaking at a news conference 

in Sulaymaniyah after a round of talks with parties on November 22 and 23.   Barzani said that parties are united 

on three major principles: that there should be negotiations with Baghdad, that no one party should start 

negotiations alone, and that they oppose a return to a "dual administration" in the Kurdistan Region. The latter is 

a reference to the period between the mid-1990s and 2005 during which the two major political parties - the PUK 

and KDP - split the Kurdish region into two administration zones, with separate governments.  Barzani said that 

there are two suggestions for overcoming this difficult situation: holding elections as soon as possible, and 

forming a transitional government to lead until elections.  He said that the delegation would visit all parties and 

publicise the results of talks, after which the government would reach a decision.  It is true that the situation is 

challenging, he said, but unity would help overcome it.  In separate but related reporting, the Patriotic Union of 

Kurdistan (PUK) and the Change Movement (Gorran) have agreed on the need to form an interim Kurdish 

government during their first reported talks since the Kurdish independence referendum on 25 September.  The 

leaders of the two parties attended the PUK - Change Movement Joint Leadership meeting in Sulaymaniyah on 

November 22, to discuss the current political crisis.  After the talks, PUK official Imad Ahmad said that his party 

supports the Change Movement's proposal to form an interim government. "Gorran's project about the [interim] 

government will become the project of all parties; we are discussing it and will hold further meetings with Gorran 

too," he said.  He said that the two parties need a "joint stance" now more than ever to overcome the current 
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challenges.  A Change Movement member of the joint leadership committee, Ismail Namiq, said his party had 

presented a project comprising three points at the talks, including forming an interim government, which should 

form a team for negotiations with Baghdad, and updating the electoral register for the elections 

 

Iraq withdraws controversial 'child marriage law' 

Iraq's parliament has dropped proposed amendments to the Personal Status Law which would have lowered the 

minimum marriage age for Muslim girls, the UK embassy in Baghdad said.  A proposal in Iraq's parliament to 

lower the minimum age for Muslim girls to marry to nine years old has been withdrawn, the British embassy in 

Baghdad said.  The amendment stirred outrage among critics who viewed it as a licence "to rape children". 

Conservative Shia deputies on October 31 proposed an amendment to a 1959 law that set the minimum age for 

marriage at 18.  The initial legislation, passed shortly after the fall of the Iraqi monarchy, transferred the right to 

decide on family affairs from religious authorities to the state and its judiciary.  But the new bill looked to go back 

on that - and would have authorised the marriage of any girl if it had the consent of the religious leaders from the 

Shia or Sunni Muslim community to which her parents belong.  Campaigners across all sects and ethnicities 

voiced strong opposition against what they called a flagrant violation and backward step for the rights of girls and 

women.   

Security 
 

Speaker of Iraqi Parliament says PMUs must be disbanded 

Salim al-Jubouri, speaker of the Iraqi Parliament, has stated during a visit Washington that Prime Minister Haider 

al-Abadi must disband the majority of the Shia Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) or risk sparking an outbreak of 

sectarian violence following IS’ looming defeat. Al-Jubouri spoke of the need to knit the often-feuding elements 

of Iraq into a cohesive state.  While conceding that not all of the Shia paramilitary units organized underneath the 

PMU banner posed a threat to the country’s stability, al-Jubouri said that those trained and armed by Iranian 

advisors “must be dissolved” as “we need to bring balance to the Iraqi military”.  His comments follow those of 

another Sunni politician, Vice President Osama al-Nujaifi, who recently referred to Iranian-sponsored PMUs as a 

“parallel force” to the Iraqi military, who “have their own political aspirations, their own agendas”.   

 

First tranche of T-90 main battle tanks to be delivered to Iraq 

Russia's main battle tank (MBT) manufacturer, Uralvagonzavod, has begun delivery of T-90 MBTs to the Iraqi 

army.  The Russian presidential aide for military-technical cooperation, Vladimir Kozhin, told press that "a 

significant contract for a large batch" of T-90 tanks had been signed.  Uralvagonzavod stated that 73 T-90S and 

T-90SKm (command variant) MBTs would be delivered to reinforce the existing fleet of American M1A1 Abrams.  

 

Iraq's Sadr militia seeks integration into army 

The Saraya al-Salam [Peace Brigades] militia of the Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr entered Kirkuk last month only 

to provide security to its residents and not to take control of territories, says the group's spokesperson, and that 

they aim to be incorporated into the Iraqi army.  "We didn't enter Kirkuk to control territory," Safa al-Tamimi, a 

commander and spokesperson for Saraya al-Salam told press.  "Rather, we went there to protect the security of 

the people of the city, and convey the message of peace, love and certainty".  Al-Tamimi also said that upon 

entering Kirkuk, his militia group was welcomed by the city's Kurdish, Turkmen and Arab communities. He also 

said they want to integrate the Hashd al-Shaabi [Popular Mobilisation] forces with the Iraqi army and security 

forces.  Al-Tamimi said the main objective of the Saraya al-Salam from day one has been to support the Iraqi 

army.  "We have always been a supporting group within the Iraqi army and security establishments." Al-Tamimi 

maintained. "Our only objective has been to support the Iraqi army and neutralise the danger against sacred 

places that were attacked by IS militants".  "This has been our aim since our establishment, since ISIS attacked 

Iraq in 2014".   

 

He claimed that their leader, al-Sadr, wants his and all other militia groups to be incorporated into government 

forces and come under the prime minister's control.  "Since the formation of the Saraya al-Salam, Moqtada Sadr 

has been calling for the Hashd al-Shaabi units to be under the command of the commander-in-chief of the armed 
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forces," he explained. "In his first statement, his request was that we form a military unit that is part of Iraq's 

security forces".  "This is our request too, and we hope this happens. We hope that organised units are 

incorporated into the Iraqi army and security forces. And this is to reach the high aim which is to raise the Iraqi 

flag and that of its army."   

 

With IS beaten, Hezbollah says ready to withdraw from Iraq 

Hezbollah is ready to withdraw its forces from Iraq if they are no longer needed in the country following the 

defeat of IS.  “We consider that the mission has been accomplished, but we are waiting for the final Iraqi 

announcement of victory,” Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah said in a televised address on November 20.  He 

said they had deployed “large numbers” of commanders and fighters to the country to fight IS. “If we find that it’s 

over, that there is no need for the presence of these brothers, they will return to be deployed in any other arena 

that needs them”.   

 

Iraq to declare final victory over IS after desert campaign 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said that IS had been defeated from a military perspective but he would only 

declare final victory after IS militants were routed in the desert.  Abadi's comments came as Iranian President 

Hassan Rouhani declared the end of Islamic State while a senior Iranian military commander thanked the 

"thousands of martyrs" killed in operations organised by Iran to defeat the militant group in Syria and Iraq.  

“Political disagreements will pave the way for the Sunni militant group to carry out attacks, however”, Abadi said, 

referring to the central Baghdad government's dispute with the semi-autonomous Kurdistan Regional 

Government over the latter's declaration of independence following the September 25 referendum.  During his 

weekly news conference, Abadi also hailed a federal court verdict that ruled the Kurdish referendum 

unconstitutional and called on Kurds not to resort to violence.  Abadi also warned "the corrupt ones against 

playing with fire" as he pledged to fight corruption in state institutions, saying "the coming war will be against the 

corrupt ones".  In his weekly press conference, Abadi stressed the need for "a comprehensive economic reform 

in both public and private sectors".  "The corrupt ones tried to set fire to Iraq and distract it from the war on 

Daesh" he said.  "I promise all Iraqi that we will triumph over corruption as we did with Daesh," he added. He 

also urged the young people in Iraq to cooperate with the authorities to uncover corruption. 

 

PMU faction vows to target US troops in Iraq if they do not leave the country. 

Saraya al-Ashura, a faction of the Shia PMU militias, has threatened US troops and advisers based in Iraq, 

warning them to retreat the country or become new targets.  In a televised speech on November 21, Abdullatif 

al-Amidi, a commander from the Saraya al-Ashura, said that “the US has become our direct enemy after the 

Congress’ decision against some Hashd al-Shaabi factions”.  The US decision against Harakat Hezbollah al-

Nujaba is “aimed at targeting the Islamic resistance and all Hashd al-Shaabi factions” Al-Amidi continued.  He 

called on the US troops to immediately depart Iraq because “they have now become a target for our forces”.   

 

Iraqi officials discuss new militant group south of Kirkuk 

A number of media reports have surfaced concerning a new Sunni militant group taking shelter in a mountainous 

area near Tuz Khourmatu in Salah-al-Din Province.  According to one report, all the gunmen in the group are 

Sunni Arabs and most of them come from the town of Sulaiman Bag, approximately 13km south of Tuz 

Khourmatu.  The report said that although Sulaiman Bag was cleared of IS over two and half years ago, the 

Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF), have prevented the reconstruction of the town.  Salah-al-Din Governorate 

Council member Hassan Muhammad said that most of the gunmen are based in the village of Palkana, near 

Sulaiman Bag. He added that "they are remnants of IS, Ansar Al-Sunnah and al-Qaeda, and have merged under 

a new name and banner".  He said their name is Jaysh Ahrar Al-Sunnah (The Army of Free Sunnis) and their 

banner is a white flag bearing the image of a lion's head.  The report cited an unnamed "informed" source as 

saying that the militants are based in the nearby Gharra mountains of the area, adding that initially they 

numbered 15 to 20 gunmen but they have now increased to between 200 and 300.  The same source has said 

that the commander of the group is Khalid Saburi, a former member of al-Qaeda and IS who is from Sulaiman 

Bag. There are 12 Kurds amongst the group, the source said.  The source also said that the group has erected 
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tents in the village of Palkana and also owns a number of cars and its members have been moving around the 

area.  Meanwhile, the head of the PUK Security Directorate in Tuz Khourmatu, Rayis Kamal, told press that the 

gunmen were already present in the area "but now their numbers have increased and consist of five units. Their 

heaviest weapon is rocket-propelled grenades (RPG)". He said he believes that this is an IS-affiliated group.  

The head of the KDP Security Directorate in Tuz Khourmatu, Kawa Mala Parwez, has said that the group still 

does not have a name and emerged after the events of mid-October, a reference to the Iraqi forces' takeover of 

large swathes of the disputed areas, including Kirkuk and Tuz Khourmatu.  He added that the group wants to 

create a military base in the area, and that their members include Kurds, Arabs and foreigners. 

 

UNAMI releases monthly casualty statistics 

114 Iraqi civilians were killed, while 244 others were wounded as result of terrorism, violence and armed 

conflicts, according to a monthly release by the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI).  Baghdad 

was the worst affected Governorate, with 177 civilian casualties (38 killed, 139 injured). Anbar province followed 

with 36 killed and 55 injured, and then Kirkuk with 18 killed and 33 injured.  The total figure marked a decline 

from last month’s, which reached more than 500 civilians. The figure killed went down from 196, while the injured 

decreased down from 381. 

 

Iraqi volunteer force hints will return weapons to army after IS battle 

A faction of the Popular Mobilisation Unit Shia militia has said it “respects the decisions of the national army”, 

hinting that it will act on an order to hand heavy arms back when the counter-terrorism battles end.  “The heavy 

weapons belong to the Iraqi government, not us. We are not rebels or agents of chaos and we do not want to be 

a state within a state,” the spokesman for Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba, Hashim al-Mousawi, said on November 

24.  “[Al-Hashd al-Shaabi] is under the command of the commander-in-chief of the armed forces and naturally 

when the war is over and victory is declared, the final decision will be his,” Mousawi said. The comments came 

after Iraqi military spokesman Brig. Gen. Yahya Rasool announced that tanks, armoured vehicles, and machine 

guns should be returned to the army after the ongoing battles end.  “Accusing us of terrorism is not new or 

surprising. It is not a coincidence, and does not shock us, because we have never been part of the American 

bloc or project,” Mousawi pointed out.  He noted that his group receives support in the form of “advice” from Iran 

and Lebanon’s Hezbollah movement. 

Economy 
 

The Ministry of Oil is preparing to establish Kirkuk refinery 

The Ministry of Oil announced that it is working on the establishment of a new refinery in the province of Kirkuk 

with a capacity of 50 thousand barrels per day.  “The ministry is working in parallel lines to build a new refinery in 

Kirkuk with a capacity of 50 thousand barrels per day through investment, rehabilitation and expansion of the old 

refinery to cover the need for local maintenance of gasoline,” Oil Minister Jabbar al-Allaibi said in a press 

interview. “In the coming days, “He said.  He pointed out that “ambitious plans include investment in the field of 

gas and refineries and the development of pipelines and pipelines,” noting that “work is underway to restore the 

line 26 knots coming from the districts of China and Bihi up to the cycle of compensation and export through the 

ports of the south.” 
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In the Kurdish region, the majority of incidents during the reporting period have taken the form of criminal activity, 

however in Avasin, Erbil province, it was reported that PKK militants had killed two Turkish servicemen during 

ongoing Turkish operations against the PKK militia in the region.  Protest activity has also been evident, with   

hundreds of teachers protesting in the Sayed Sadiq, Panjewin and Khormal areas, south of Sulaymaniyah, over 

the delay of their monthly salary payments. It was also reported that Iranian border guards reportedly opened fire 

on Kurdish porters (better known as Kolber) near the Hajiomaran border crossing In Erbil province, killing one of 

them and wounding five others.   

 

Uncorroborated reporting in Sinjar, Nineveh province has indicated that the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) 

may have begun to start a phased withdrawal from the area following its take-over on October 15/16 from 

Peshmerga troops.  Mosul continues to witness residual attacks by IS in the area, particularly to the south of the 

city and a number of SAF and IED attacks have been evident throughout the reporting period. In addition, legacy 

IEDs and booby-traps continue to claim the lives of civilians, with two people killed in the Old City area on 

November 21.  An IED also detonated near a local market in Yarmouk neighbourhood in western Mosul, killing 

one person and injuring three others and on November 24, a civilian and two children were killed in an IED strike 

near the Hammam al-Alil refugee camp, south of Mosul.  IS’ continued capability and intent in the area was 
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further demonstrated when ISF reported seizing a VBIED and arresting its driver in the eastern side of Mosul 

city, and Iraqi security forces arrested an IS suicide bomber who tried to detonate himself at a popular market in 

the Meydan area of eastern Mosul city.  A curfew was subsequently imposed in four districts in Mosul city during 

a search for legacy IS cells.  Federal police cordoned off the districts of al-Matahen, al-Yarmouk, al-Tenek and 

al-Yabsat and prevented residents from entering or leaving the districts while the operation was ongoing.   

Later this week, it was reported that ISF had foiled a large-scale attack by IS in the southeast of Mosul.  Four 

armed IS groups attempted to carry out an attack on the evening of November 21 on the Hoshtir and al-Khattab 

villages in Qaraj district, southeast of Mosul which resulted in heavy clashes with ISF in the area.  According to 

sources, IS’ aim was to control the road linking Makhmour district, southeast of Mosul, to the desert of Kirkuk in 

order to facilitate freedom of movement. Iraqi troops killed nine militants and destroyed a number of vehicles.  

One Sunni tribal fighter and seven IS militants were also killed in clashes in the Qaraj sub-district of Makhmour, 

southeast of Mosul.  The assailants allegedly managed to infiltrate into a village and seize a school building for 

an unknown period as ISF, supported by attack helicopters, launched a counter-operation and cleared the 

region.     

IS activity is also still evident in Tal Afar and this week, four PMU members were killed and two others wounded 

in an IED strike against their patrol near Abu Mariya village near the city.  A cache of explosives containing 20 

explosive vests was also found and seized in Ayadia, north of the town itself 

The border with Syria continues to witness IS harassing attacks with ISF reported to have killing five IS militants 

in a failed attack in Tal Asfuk village near the Syrian border in western Nineveh province. 

In Salah-al-Din province, the reporting period has been dominated by the VBIED in Tuz Khourmatu.  At least 24 

people were reportedly killed and 85 others wounded in the detonation in the Al Askari district local market in the 

town.  The explosion reportedly targeted the Shi’ite militias of Hashd al-Shaabi, although the majority of 

casualties were civilians.  The attack was the first since the Iraqi army and PMUs took control of the town from 

Peshmerga forces on October 16.   It was also reported that two IS militants were killed in a failed infiltration 

attempt into Al-Siniyah, west of Bayji and the Iraqi War Media Cell reported the killing of a senior figure of the 

Sunni Tribal Militia in an IED strike near the Al-Alam sub-district, 30 km northeast of Tikrit. 

In Kirkuk, the province in general remains tense and low-level inter-ethnic tensions in Kirkuk city continue to be 

evident.   Unconfirmed reports indicate that “youths from Kirkuk” attacked two Iraqi Turkmen Front centres in the 

city.   According to local sources, the centres in Kirkuk's Musalla and Arafa neighbourhoods were “bombed”, 

causing material damage.  It is not known what form these attacks took as yet.  In addition, Kirkuk police 

command said a search operation was carried out for an unidentified group who carried out a terrorist attack on 

a security headquarters at dawn on November 24 in the Arafa oil area north of the province.  A security source in 

Kirkuk also said that one of the headquarters of the anti-terrorism agency in the city was shot at by unknown 

gunmen in the centre of the city.  There were no casualties. 

 

Meanwhile the commander of Kirkuk operations announced the launch of a large-scale security operation 

between the borders of the provinces of Salah-al-Din and Kirkuk provinces.  Major General Ali Fadhil Omran told 

press that a security operation was launched on November 23 with the participation of military units stretching 

from the north-west of Kirkuk and the Watera Highs within the boundaries of the district of Dibs and extending to 

fields of Bai Hassan and Afana up to the borders of Salah-al-Din province, with the aim of pursuing IS remnants 

from Hawijah and areas south and west of Kirkuk.   He added that the security forces, within a month of the 

liberation of Hawijah was able to kill 206 terrorists and find twenty-five IS bases and had defused more than 600 

explosive devices planted by the terrorist organization along the oil pipelines from K1, west of Kirkuk to Fatha 

region, west of Kirkuk.    

 

Two employees of the North Oil Company (NOC) were abducted by gunmen near their homes in the Asraa 

neighbourhood in southern Kirkuk city and three PMU members were killed in an IS ambush in Ghara village in 

the Dubz district.  Five other Shi’ite militias were wounded in the attack.  Eight soldiers were also killed and 
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injured when their vehicle was targeted by an explosive device in the province.  The IED was planted on the 

roadside of al-Riyadh neighbourhood in western Kirkuk when it detonated against a passing ISF patrol 

comprising soldiers of the 60th Brigade, 20th Division, IA. 

 

In Hawijah, ISF have conducted clearance operations which resulted in around 30 IS militants killed during this 

reporting period.  Eight IS militants were also reportedly killed by PMUs in a “pre-emptive operation” in the 

Qasabat Bashir region.  Among those killed included IS’ chief area commander for southwestern Kirkuk.  A 

number of PMU personnel were also killed during the engagement.  It was also reported that ISF had begun 

clearance operations in the Hamrin Mountains where this week, reports of a new ‘break-away’ militant Sunni 

organisation called the Jaysh Ahrar Al-Sunnah (The Army of Free Sunnis) began to circulate.  

 

Diyala province remains an area of significant IS activity and ISF CT operations continue throughout the 

province, particularly in Baqubah, Muqdadiyah and the Hamrin Mountain region.  Major General Jasim al-Sa'di, 

chief of the Diyala Police Directorate, stated that security forces had discovered IS's largest underground 

complex to date in the area of Balkanah northeast of Baqubah.  Al-Sa'di stated that the complex contained a 

large number of bombs, shells, explosives, books, communications devices, and other items.   In separate but 

related reporting, Sadiq al-Husayni, chairman of the Security Committee at the Diyala Governorate Council, as 

stated that "all intelligence reports we have confirm that the remnants of IS’ so-called Wilayah Diyala formation in 

the governorate does not now exceed 100 militants, and are part of sleeper cells that are present in pockets in 

areas that we are monitoring".  He added that IS "cannot hold any area, but the group is launching hit-and-run 

attacks to send the message that it is still present, but it has lost effectiveness, and the security forces are 

making achievements every day to eliminate the remnants of the group".   

Inter-ethnic tensions remain in Diyala province, evidenced this week by the killing of a Patriotic Union of 

Kurdistan (PUK) leader after unidentified gunmen stormed his house in Khanaqin city in north eastern Diyala.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Following the official announcement of the start of clearance operations following the fall of Rawah last week, 

ISF have now reported to have cleared a total of 77 villages and taken control of three bridges during operations 

in the Al-Jazeera desert triangle which covers areas in Anbar, Nineveh and Salah-al-Din provinces.  Lieutenant 

General Abdul Amir Rashid Yaarallah of the Iraqi Army also stated that they had now cleared an area of more 

than 5800 square kms and that the operations had the aim of denying IS’ freedom of movement and the ability to 

regenerate.  

Follow up operations in Rawah itself have also continued with the Head of Anbar Provincial Council’s Security 

Committee, Naim Kaoud, stating that house-to-house searches for IS remnants were being conducted as well as 

clearance of the open desert areas towards the Syrian border in order to negate their capability to launch 

counter-attacks against the recaptured urban areas.  Fifteen suspected IS militants were arrested in Rawah as 

part of these operations.  Three Sunni tribesmen were also reportedly killed and five others wounded by a 

booby-trapped device in al-Qadisiyah neighbourhood in central Rawah and an Iraqi army officer and three 

soldiers were killed in a booby-trap explosion in a house, also in Rawah.   

 

It was also reported that two IS female suicide bombers were arrested as they attempted to detonate their 

explosive vests near the private residence of an ISF officer in Haditha in western Anbar. 
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The Iraqi Defence Ministry also announced that the international highway between Iraq and Jordan is now 

completely secured. The Ministry said that the whole route, which runs through the Anbar desert from the Trebil 

Border crossing, is secured through a series of checkpoints, overlooked by cameras and supported by ongoing 

ISF operations into the desert.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 
Activity in the capital region over the reporting period has conformed to regional norms with a number of low-

level IED attacks reported during the period.   

To the north of the capital, a civilian was killed when unidentified gunmen carrying suppressed weapons opened 

fire on his vehicle whilst transiting ASR Dover / Highway 2 near Rashidiyah, north of Baghdad.  Tarmiyah was 

again the scene of an IED strike on November 23, when two ISF members were injured in a detonation against 

their patrol in the district. 

 

Within the Baghdad city area itself activity we have seen a slight up-tick in shooting incidents and one IED 

detonation.  A police officer and a civilian were injured in an exchange of gunfire during a raid on the house of a 

wanted individual in New Baghdad and a civilian was killed in a close-quarter shooting by gunmen carrying 

suppressed weapons in al-Shama'ia, New Baghdad district.  Also in New Baghdad, ISF were reported to have 

disarmed a UVIED attached to a vehicle which belonged to a traffic police officer. On November 24, an IED 

detonated in a market in the Jisr Diyala region, in the south east of Karadah District, Baghdad city, leaving three 

persons wounded. 
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To the west of the city, Abu Ghraib has continued to witness IED activity, with two attacks during the reporting 

period.  On November 18, an ISF member was killed by a UVIED affixed to his personal vehicle in the Subayhat 

area and the following day four people were injured in an IED explosion near a construction and building 

materials store in central Abu Ghraib. 

 

To the south of the capital, five people were injured in an IED explosion near a local market in Sayed Abdullah 

village of Mahmudiyah, and an IED near shops in Radwaniyah left three people wounded.  Also in the 

Radwaniyah area, a cache of munitions and explosives containing 10 IEDs, 4 hand grenades and unspecified 

quantities of explosives found and seized during a search operation in the al-Fittooh region.  An IED near shops 

in Madain, south east of Baghdad city, left three people injured. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

The southern region has continued to witness demonstrations against the current water-shortages, and northern 

Babel province has seen the majority of security incidents this week. 

 

In Babil province, two PMU members were injured when a roadside IED detonated against their patrol in 

Iskandariyah, north of Hillah and the following day, three more PMU personnel were wounded when a roadside 

IED detonated near their vehicle in the Al-Farisiya region of Jurf Al-Nasr, northwest of Hillah. Finally, one civilian 

was killed and another wounded when a landmine exploded in the Jabala district north of Hilla, Babel province.   

 

In Karbala, a number of protests were reported concerning the proposed change in the personal status law, 

although recent reports confirm that the Iraqi Government has rejected the amendment which proposed the 

lowering of the marriage age for Iraqi girls from 18 to 9 years old.   Meanwhile, the representative of the religious 

authority in Karbala Ahmed al-Safi has called for a clear water provision policy by the Iraqi Government.  Al-Safi 

stated that it was necessary for the government to develop plans to maintain a regular supply of water 

throughout the country, to create major water storage facilities and to find solutions to the issue of the waste and 

abuse of water usage in the southern provinces.   

 

In Diwaniyah province, several firearms and an unspecified quantity of ammunition were discovered in a vehicle 

at a security checkpoint in the al-Mahanawiyah area of Shamiyah, north of Diwaniyah. ISF reported arresting six 

gunmen, allegedly affiliated with one of the PMU factions, as they were in a car travelling the wrong way along 

the main road near Al-Amil Square in central Kut.  Meanwhile, dozens of people staged a protest outside the 
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Provincial Council Building in Kut, to denounce the US Congress's decision of black listing Iranian-proxy Shia 

militias. 

 

In Dhi Qar province, water protests continued in Nasiriyah and dozens also staged a demonstration in the 

Shullah neighbourhood in southern Nasiriyah, over the privatisation of the electricity supply in the province. On 

November 23, tribal clashes erupted in al-Askari neighbourhood of Suq al-Shuyukh, south of Nasiriyah.  ISF 

deployed to the scene and seven suspects were subsequently arrested.   

 

In Muthanna province, the primary concern is that of ongoing protests against water shortages.  On November 

20, unidentified gunmen fired at a building belonging to the Water Directorate in northern Muthanna.  Meanwhile 

a Sheikh from the Bani Hajim threatened to take action if the central government did not intervene to resolve the 

issue. A video circulated on November 20 showed the Bani Hajim Sheikh making threats to block routes in the 

south, surrounded by armed tribesmen. On the same day, the Muthanna Provincial Council stated that it would 

not be able to control tribes if Baghdad failed to act to resolve the shortage. 

 

In Najaf, hundreds of PMU members (Ashura Brigades) led by Ammar al-Hakim, the head of the Iraqi National 

Alliance and the leader of the Wisdom Movement, reportedly protested in Najaf city, over sanctions on the 

Iranian proxy militias operating in Iraq, which have been proposed in a new bill currently being presented to US 

Congress.   The Saraya al-Ashura militia group warned U.S. troops and advisers to leave Iraq or risk becoming 

their next targets. 

 

In Basra province, the reporting period, as usual, has been dominated by protest, criminal and tribal activity with 

one person injured in tribal feuding in the Kezaizah neighbourhood of Basra city.  ISF also reported arresting six 

individuals and seizing one assault rifle in connection with tribal clashes that erupted in al-Sharish area of Qurna, 

north of Basra and two suspects were also arrested for being allegedly involved in tribal feuding in the Khamsa 

Miles area of Basra city.   

 

A number of protests have taken place in Basra province over the period.  Dozens of people staged a protest in 

Zubair, Basra Province over the poor infrastructure and also to demand jobs and an unannounced protest 

transpired at the Basra Council involving between 500-700 people from the municipality over pay issues. The 

route between al Ashar and the Council was closed for a period. A separate oil related protest transpired at the 

Sidra oilfield in southern Basra Province. Employment was alluded to as the reason.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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