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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. The area of Tuz Khourmatu remains of significant concern 

however, with reports of Kurdish resistance groups being formed in order to protect the indigenous Kurdish 

population against alleged acts of violence against them by Shia militias.  Meanwhile, acts of low-level 

violence, intimidation and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Diyala, Babel and Wasit, 

Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with 

Turkey in northern Dohuk province.  While international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain 

entrenched in the political positions. 

  

 ISF have now liberated Rawah, IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq along the Euphrates River Valley in 

Anbar province, and the group is also under pressure in Syria. These losses of territory will likely see IS revert 

back to their asymmetric warfare model of terrorist attacks, and we have already seen an uptick in retaliatory 

attacks by IS in Mosul, Tuz Khourmatu and Hawijah. This may also be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks into 

Baghdad and the surrounding belts. However, these will likely be constrained by security footprint, particularly 

in Baghdad City, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or opportunistic targets in outlying districts 

(including checkpoints). Despite a current ISF push to clear the areas, IS still retain a degree of freedom of 

movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the Syrian border area. Though recent IS suicide attack 

plans appear to be focusing on outlying areas, the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for 

further high-profile attacks, as was seen on September 27. 

 

 A complex attack against Shia pilgrims in western Dhi Qar on September 14 exhibits IS retains intent and 

capability for substantial attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive 

for IS to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the 

region remaining isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in 

Basra province on May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9. 

Medium to long term outlook  

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Al-Sadr calls for further protests 
During Friday Prayers in Kufa, Najaf on December 1, Muqtada Al-Sadr delivered a sermon during which he 

called for the resumption of ‘million man’ marches in order to maintain pressure on the Iraqi Government to 

tackle corruption and to install a technocratic government.  He also urged Baghdad to ensure that the next 

government is “not affiliated with a militia or a political party”.  “I want to resume with you the project we had 

started at Tahrir Square through a million-man gathering in support of an election of an independent, technocrat 

government”, he stated.   

Baghdad talks with KRG pending unresolved issues - spokesman 
Iraqi government spokesman Saad Hadithi has said that no timeline had been determined by the cabinet on the 

commencement of negotiations with the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and said there are various 

pending issues standing in the way of negotiations, including some disputed areas which the central government 

is still seeking to regain, as well as border security.      

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 

Sunnis continue to push for a postponement of 2018 elections 

Despite continuous assertions by Shiite political figures on holding parliamentary elections in mid-May, Sunni 

political figures are continuing to insist on postponing the elections due to the absence of required conditions in 

Sunni provinces that were ruled by IS since 2014.  Several parties, including the UN and its mission to Iraq, are 

also concerned over the lack of conducive conditions for the vote.  Special representative of the UN for Iraq, Jan 

Kubis, in his report to the Security Council last week, said that the newly assigned council for Iraqi elections had 

a tough mission ahead.  Kubis said the council “faces several challenges including the use of a new voting 

technology and holding two election processes (the parliament and the local councils) simultaneously and within 

a tight timeline and complex electoral laws”.  He further pointed to the security challenges, especially issues 

pertaining to the return of displaced people, and urged Iraqi parties to confront these challenges in the coming 

months. In his report, before the Security Council, he declared that “holding elections while some parts of Iraq 

remain unsafe with large numbers of its citizens still displaced (namely Sunnis) may raise doubts about the 

credibility and comprehensiveness of elections”.  Media and political parties considered the last part of Kubis 

statement a call for postponing the elections.   

 

Al-Sadr calls for further protests 

During Friday Prayers in Kufa, Najaf on December 1, Muqtada Al-Sadr delivered a sermon during which he 

called for the resumption of ‘million man’ marches in order to maintain pressure on the Iraqi Government to 

tackle corruption and to install a technocratic government.  He also urged Baghdad to ensure that the next 

government is “not affiliated with a militia or a political party”.  “I want to resume with you the project we had 

started at Tahrir Square through a million-man gathering in support of an election of an independent, technocrat 

government”, he stated.   

 

Head of Iraqi paramilitary forms political movement 

Iraq's national security advisor and head of the PMU has announced the formation of a new political movement.  

Fayyad said that the Ataa (Giving) movement includes personalities from all walks of life and will run in the 

upcoming legislative election next year.  However, observers say that the new movement may face legal 

barriers. The political parties' law bans any party from having a militant group or participating in military action. 

Also, the PMU law bans its units from involvement in politics, according to local media.  But law expert, Tarek 

Harb, told press that Fayyad occupies a civilian position and that he was not granted any military rank that could 

prevent him from involvement in political action.  Local media say that Fayyad dissented from the Al-Islah 

(Reform) movement after disagreements with its leader, incumbent Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari.   

 

Baghdad talks with KRG pending unresolved issues - spokesman 

Iraqi government spokesman Saad Hadithi has said that no timeline had been determined by the cabinet on the 

commencement of negotiations with the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and said there are various 

pending issues standing in the way of negotiations, including some disputed areas which the central government 

is still seeking to regain, as well as border security.  “The KRG is yet to assist Baghdad on these issues”, he 

said.  While KRG employees should play a role at border crossing points "wider decisions on administrative and 

security levels should be under the control of the central government", he added.  Hadithi also underlined the 

need for both sides to work together in the realms of security, military, and export of oil from the Kurdistan 

Region under federal supervision, in addition to the implementation of the constitution, especially Article 110 on 

managing and controlling border security.  Concerning the salaries for public sector workers in the Kurdistan 

Region, Hadithi said that "a specialist committee" is auditing and investigating the number of KRG employees 

which was part of anti-corruption moves by Baghdad, he said, after which "it will be time to discuss the financial 

allocation for the salaries of KRG employees". He noted that the number of employees put forward by the KRG 

is larger than those in the rest of Iraq.  Hadithi also emphatically denied that Baghdad plans to pay KRG 
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employees in accordance with the salary-saving scheme in use at the moment, saying that "Once the process is 

concluded, they will receive the same amount as salaries that other employees receive in other areas of Iraq".   

 

Iraqi president, Kurdish premier discuss defusing tension 

Iraqi President Fuad Masum has discussed ways to ease the tension with the autonomous Kurdistan Region 

during a meeting with Kurdish Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani.  Masum stated that that both camps are keen 

on resolving their differences through dialogue.  Barzani and his deputy, Qubad Talabani, also expressed 

readiness to launch "constructive dialogue" between Baghdad and Erbil.  Masum has also visited Kirkuk during 

the reporting period in what is his first visit to the city since the incidents that followed an independence vote in 

the KR-I on September 25.  A statement by the president's office said that "Masum will discuss with officials in 

Kirkuk the situation there as well as the general security and political situation in Iraq”.  Masum called for 

dialogue between Kurdistan Regional Government and the Federal government in Baghdad to solve the current 

crisis.  He also said that the Kirkuk provincial council should meet to elect a new governor.   

 

Iraq Kirkuk Governorate Council appoints temporary head 

The Kirkuk Governorate Council has appointed a new temporary head according to reports.  Council member 

Ahmad Askari, who is a member of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), told press that it was decided at a 

meeting attended by 21 members on November 28, that the eldest member would chair meetings from now on.  

"Until a head and a deputy head are elected for the council, the affairs of the council will be managed by Jamal 

Mawlud, the oldest member," Askari said.  Mawlud, who is also a PUK member, will replace the current acting 

head of the council, Rebwar Talabani (Kurdistan Islamic Union), who left for Erbil during the federal takeover on 

16 October.  Askari added that there would be regular weekly meetings that Kurds, Arabs, and Turkmens would 

attend.  The council also has an acting governor, Rakan Al-Juburi (an Arab), who was appointed by the Iraqi 

prime minister to replace Najmaddin Kareem (PUK) in October after he also left the governorate.  The current 

makeup of the 41-seat council is as follows: Kurds (26); Sunni Arabs (6); Turkmens (8); independents (1).  

Eleven of the Kurdish members are from the KDP, which has refused to attend sessions since the federal 

takeover of Kirkuk last month. 

 

In separate reporting, the Iraqi central government has reportedly persuaded a court to issue arrest warrants for 

the chief of Kirkuk police and 12 other Kurdish officers.  The arrest warrants were issued on 19 November by the 

Rassafa Investigative Court in Baghdad, although it is not yet clear what charges are to be brought against the 

officers.  Additionally, the Kurdistan Independent High Elections Commission (KIHEC) has issued an official 

statement condemning alleged attacks on its branch offices in Kirkuk, Tuz Khourmatu and several other disputed 

districts by members of the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU).  The KIHEC headquarters quoted PMU looting of 

its properties in Kirkuk and Tuz Khourmatu before setting the offices on fire.  The commission has called on the 

Iraqi government, the international community and the United Nations to protect the legal institutions against any 

such arbitrary actions across the disputed Kurdish areas.  

 

PM Barzani arrives in Paris  

Kurdish Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani arrived in Paris yesterday (December 1) after an official invitation from 

French President Emmanuel Macron.  The leaders will reportedly discuss Iraq’s security situation, Erbil-Baghdad 

relations and French / Kurdish ties”.  Deputy Prime Minister Qubad Talabani, Fuad Hussein, chief of staff of the 

Presidency and Safeen Dzaiy, spokesperson of the KRG accompanied Barzani to Paris.   

 

British Prime Minister visits Baghdad; meets with Iraqi PM 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said that he agreed with his visiting British counterpart Theresa May that 

Iraq and the UK would boost relations on several fronts to help Iraq regain stability after defeating  (IS).  On 

November 29, May visited Baghdad, the first time since she became Prime Minister.  In a joint news conference 

yesterday, Abadi thanked the British government for its stance in the support of Iraq in its fight against terrorism, 

for training forces and for providing air cover and intelligence information to troops fighting on the ground.  

"[May's] visit is evidence of the care and support of the UK in backing Iraq in fighting Daesh", Abadi said. "British-
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Iraqi relations are developing," he added.  The Iraqi leader also said that the two officials discussed refreshing 

economic and trade cooperation and encouraging British companies and businessmen to invest in Iraq.   

Security 
 

Iraqi premier announces end of IS military presence in Iraq 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said that Iraqi forces have fully ended the military presence of Islamic State 

in the country.  He added that the forces have recaptured desert areas north of the Euphrates River that had not 

been "purged" previously.  "There are no areas under the control of Daesh anymore," he said during his weekly 

news briefing on 28 November.  He went on to say that the forces are currently chasing down IS militants to 

"fully purge" the areas near the border with Syria.   

 

IS' 'al-Badia Province' in Iraq releases first video 

Members of Islamic State’s newest self-proclaimed "province" in Iraq, "Wilayat al-Badia", have released their first 

video since the area was introduced in September.  IS quietly introduced al-Badiya Province in its reports on 

September 8.  This came without an announcement message or the fanfare that has usually accompanied the 

group's previous set-up of a new "wilayah" (province).  Since then, the group has been using the name in 

reference to its activities in areas located to the southwest of Mosul - namely Qairawan, Tal Abtah, Ba'aj and 

south of Tal Afar - that are close to the border with Syria.  In its new video, IS shows its militants carrying out 

attacks in arid locations identified by the group as south of Tal Abtah and "near the artificial Iraq-Syria borders".  

According to the video, the targets were members of the paramilitary Popular Mobilisation Forces.   

 

Iraq denies reports on deployment of US forces to Kirkuk 

The Iraqi army has denied reports that additional US troops have been deployed to Kirkuk.  The Iraqi War Media 

Cell stated that "Kurdish media reports on the mobilisation of US troops in Kirkuk are completely baseless".  

"The Joint Operations Command affirms that no additional coalition forces were deployed to Kirkuk or any other 

Iraqi areas. The foreign forces are not authorised to take control over Iraqi lands", the statement added.    It also 

said that the role of the US-led coalition forces is limited to providing training and logistic support to the Iraqi 

forces.  Despite the denial, it was later reported that the spokesman for the international coalition against IS 

confirmed a US troop redeployment in the Kirkuk area.  US-led coalition spokesman Ryan Dillon commented on 

the redeployment at the K1 (known locally as Kaiwan) base in comments to the regional press, stating that the 

force was deployed in coordination with Iraqi security forces and partners and that most of their duties would be 

related to intelligence and training.  Further forces would be redeployed "based on the necessity of the military 

process", he was reported as saying. 

 

In separate reporting The Kurdistan Region Peshmerga Ministry has reportedly held talks with a senior US 

military official who confirmed aid to the Peshmerga would continue.  According to press Minister Karim Sinjari 

held talks in Erbil on November 29, with the chief of the US Central Command's Office of Security Cooperation-

Iraq, Maj-Gen Bradley A. Becker.  On the same day, a ministry statement said that the US has "decided to 

continue to arm the Peshmerga and the US congress has decided to provide 364m dollars to Peshmerga for 

2018". 

 

Head of Badr Organisation calls on US forces to withdraw.  

A senior commander of Iraq’s Popular Mobilization Units (PMU/Hashd al-Shaabi) has called on the US military to 

leave the country once IS has been defeated, echoing similar recent calls from a number of PMU groups. Hadi 

al-Ameri, head of the Badr Organization, said the PMU would call on the Government of Iraq to draw up 

legislation demanding a US withdrawal. Ameri is quoted as saying the PMU would not allow ‘even one US 

soldier’ to remain in Iraq once IS was defeated. Other calls for withdrawal have followed a move to classify some 

Iranian-aligned PMUs as terrorist organisations, before imposing sanctions. Al-Ameri also called on the 

international community, the US and Europe in particular, to stop the influx of terrorists into Iraq. He said “As for 

the role of international intelligence we are only asking that they stop the influx of foreign terrorists at the time 

when we are exerting intelligence efforts. We would like all international and Arab countries to be serious in 
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halting the influx of terrorists into Iraq and Syria”.   

Economy 
 

Iraq plans new pipeline exporting Kirkuk oil to Turkey: oil ministry 

Iraq plans to build a new pipeline that will ship oil from Kirkuk's oilfields to the Ceyhan port in Turkey, the oil 

ministry has stated.  The new pipeline will replace an old and severely damaged section of the Kirkuk-Ceyhan 

pipeline. It will start from Baiji city in Salah-al-Din province and span up to the Fish-Khabur border area with 

Turkey, the ministry said in a statement.  Oil minister Jabar al-Luaibi has reportedly asked the ministry to prepare 

to invite companies interested in building the new pipeline project, which will be implemented under an 

investment model build-operate-transfer, said the statement.   

 

Iraq to divert most Kirkuk oilfield output to Iraqi refineries, says official 

Iraq is preparing to divert most of the future output from the Kirkuk oilfields to local refineries as the conflict with 

Kurdish regional authorities over the use of an export pipeline to Turkey continues, according to an Iraqi official.  

Kirkuk’s production stopped in mid-October after Iraqi forces dislodged Kurdish fighters from Kirkuk and took 

over the northern region’s oilfields.  Diverting Kirkuk’s crude to Dora, a refinery near Baghdad, and to another 

one in Baiji, north of the capital, would help free up more oil for exports from the southern region, the official 

stated.  Some Kirkuk crude would also be shipped “in the near future” by trucks to Iran’s Kermanshah refinery, at 

a rate of 30,000 barrels per day, the official said, declining to be identified.   

 

Iraq launches bids for nine oil fields along border with Kuwait, Iran 

Iraq has invited foreign companies to apply for tenders to explore and develop eight oil and gas fields along its 

Iranian and Kuwaiti borders, along with an offshore bloc.  The call was issued by Iraq's Oil Minister Jabbar al-

Luaybi yesterday (November 28).  "The aim of these development plans... is to achieve the ministry's goal aimed 

at maximising oil and gas reserves and optimising investments in border blocs neglected in past decades due to 

wars", Luaybi said at a press conference in Baghdad. Eight of the fields are located in the southern and eastern 

provinces of Basra, Maysan, Muthanna, Wassit and Diyala, while the ninth is offshore in Iraqi territorial waters in 

the Gulf, he said. The bidding process to exploit the eight blocs will open on 21 June.  Earlier this month Iraq 

agreed in principle to export oil from Kirkuk to Iran, Iraq's Oil Ministry said.  The deal would see 30,000-60,000 

barrels of oil exported to Iran's Kermanshah province. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
Turkey has again targeted Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in three border areas in two separate aerial 

operations, which together, according to the Turkish Defence Ministry, amount to one of the most extensive and 

effective campaigns recently carried out.  The Turkish Armed Forces stated on November 28 that it carried out 

its initial operation against PKK targets in the Zap and Metina regions of northern Iraq, in which eight armed 

militants were “neutralized” and two underground bunkers were destroyed in airstrikes.   The second air 

offensive was conducted near the Iraq-Iran border, in which Turkish F-16 jets targeted PKK positions south of 

the Qandil Mountains, where the PKK’s headquarters are based, as well as Asos near Sulaymaniyah.  Turkish 

warplanes reportedly destroyed a total of 41 PKK targets in Asos, including shelters and tunnels used by the 

group.  The operations came after the Turkish authorities noted increased PKK movement in the Asos region, 

which is used by both the PKK and its Iranian branch, the Party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK), as a logistics 

centre and passage route.  After determining the movement through drones and by obtaining information from 

local sources, a total of 20 F-16 jets took off from military bases close to the Iraqi border and bombed the 

determined targets. A tanker aircraft was also on duty during the operation.  ‘Bunker buster’ ordnance was also 

used in order to destroy the PKK and PJAK underground shelters.  Evidence of inter-PKK feuding was also 

evident when the bodies of two P.K.K. members (a man and a woman) were discovered in Dohuk province.  
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Authorities believe they had been executed by the P.K.K themselves.  Finally, in Sulaymaniyah, numerous anti-

corruption rallies have been reported this week, although they have remained peaceful.  

 

In Nineveh province Islamic State harassing attacks have continued throughout the reporting period, particularly 

to the south (predominantly in the Hatra area) and west of Mosul, with increased ISF presence being reported at 

checkpoints throughout the city.  The uptick in IS activity is assessed to be a reaction to the ongoing ISF 

operation to clear the Al Jazeera desert triangle between Salah-Al-Din, Nineveh and Anbar provinces.  The 

Nineveh Guard (Anti-IS Sunni militia) have also been active, reportedly launching a number of counter-terrorist 

operations in Al-Tanak in western Mosul and arresting four alleged IS militants in a search operation carried out 

in the Salamiyah sub-district, south of the city.  Of note, are unconfirmed press reports that the Popular 

Mobilization Units (PMU) had been ordered to withdraw from Mosul city and hand over security provision to the 

local police. Although uncorroborated, this may be an attempt by the government to appease international 

concerns that the presence of the PMUs in the predominantly Sunni Mosul is hindering reconciliation efforts and 

adding to tensions in the area following the city’s liberation from IS.  There has also been an increase in protest 

activity in Mosul, with civil servants demanding the payment of their wages from the government.  Legacy graves 

continue to be discovered in areas of the province previously held by IS, with the latest being found in the Al 

Ba’aj district in northern Nineveh province.  The grave contained 98 bodies with all the victims believed to be 

Yazidis.    

 

In Kirkuk province, the Hawijah area remains the most active in terms of security incidents with pockets of IS still 

remaining, and what appears to be the continued tactic of ‘shoot and scoot’ harassing operations by IS from the 

Hamrin mountain area.  The continued seeding of IEDs has also seen a number of PMU casualties this week 

with two PMU members killed and four others wounded in an IED strike in Al-Abbasi, west of Hawijah on 

November 27. Meanwhile, the commander of Kirkuk operations, Major General Ali Fadhil Omran, has stated that 

ISF have now cleared 40 kilometres of crude oil pipelines from areas west of Kirkuk and disarmed 800 roadside 

IEDs. He stated that engineering, security and technical teams completed the process of clearing more than 40 

square kilometres in order to ensure the security of pipelines carrying crude oil from the fields of Kirkuk to the 

area of Fatha west of Kirkuk. 

 

Meanwhile, inter-ethnic tension remains evident in Kirkuk itself, demonstrated by a SAF attack on an office 

belonging to the Turkmeneli SAT TV station in Alton Kupri, just north of Kirkuk.  One security guard was injured 

during the engagement.  Exacerbating the situation, it was reported that the Rasafa Investigation Court has 

reportedly now issued arrest warrants for the Chief of Police, Brigadier General Sarhad Qadir and 12 others 

officers (all Kurdish) from Kirkuk, under Article 4 of the anti-terrorism law.  Qadir himself spoke to press stating 

that the decision dates back to April 2014, when a number of detainees who had been arrested on terrorism 

charges were released in Dibis town in Kirkuk governorate.   

 

In Salah-al-Din province the main area of concern continues to be the multi-ethnic town of Tuz Khourmatu.  

Earlier this week, Kawa Mala Parwez, the director of the Kurdish Assayish in Tuz Khourmatu, stated that locals 

of the village of Qalkhanlu (place name as transliterated) in the district, who are Kurds, carried out an attack on 

members of the Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), noting that the clashes left a number of PMF members killed 

or wounded.  Parwez stated that the clashes erupted after "the PMF set up fake checkpoints in the area and 

started to collect money from the locals by force".  Meanwhile, corroborating media reports have described as 

‘heavy fighting’ between Iranian-aligned Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) and Peshmerga forces in the area of 

Tuz Khourmatu. The Baghdad Post released a video online which purported to be of PMU casualties of the 

fighting with Kurdish forces.  

 

In related press reporting, numerous outlets have stated that a new armed force of about 200 mainly Kurdish 

fighters calling themselves the “Liberation Army” has been formed east of Tuz Khourmatu according to reporting, 

with their objective being to fight Iraqi forces, and especially the mainly Shiite PMUs, who have been accused of 

human rights violations against Tuz Khourmatu’s Kurdish population since taking control of the city in October.   
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In an interview with press, Fryad Saadullah, who said he was a regular Peshmerga fighter until the fall of Tuz 

Khourmatu and Kirkuk on October 16, “We are not doing this for political gain. We are doing this to defend our 

honour and land”.  The Liberation Army claimed they killed eight Hashd fighters during clashes on November 29.  

One of their own fighters was injured.  Samir Latif, another fighter, told press that the clashes happened when 

some 30 Hashd fighters wanted to “loot and steal” from Kurdish villages east of Tuz Khourmatu. He said the 

Liberation Army responded to the Hashd operation, killing a number of fighters and destroying some of their 

military vehicles.  Those who joined the Liberation Army, mainly Peshmerga defectors, claimed their houses 

have been burned and bombed by the PMUs and that they were wanted by the Shiite fighters, however this did 

not discourage them from taking the fight to the Shia militias, saying they believed force was necessary in order 

to allow people of Tuz Khourmatu to go home.  The Liberation Army also stated that they operate outside of the 

traditional Kurdish party framework, and that they were based near Zinana village, east of Tuz Khourmatu. They 

also warned that if the current situation continues, they will attack Tuz Khourmatu.   

 

Finally, international and regional press have also focused on the unconfirmed reports of a US Army deployment 

into Kirkuk.  Uncorroborated reports indicated that a US convoy consisting of nearly 40 Humvees arrived at the 

K-1 Air Base north of Kirkuk city, arriving from the Qayyarah base in Nineveh province.   

 

Counter terrorist clearance operations in Diyala province have continued throughout the reporting period, with 

ISF concentrating efforts in the Muqdadiyah and Baqubah areas and also the Hamrin mountains to the north 

west. Joint forces reportedly launched a large-scale operation from eight axes to comb olive groves in the 

district's suburbs.  IS attempted to counter with a major attack, involving six VBIEDs against ISF in the Al-Nada 

region, east of Baqubah on November 27.  An IS complex attack involving mortars and SAF was also repulsed 

by PMUs in Qosh Jiah village near Qara Tepe, northeast of Baqubah on November 30.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

The Al-Jazeera ISF operation has continued this week with the start of a second phase being announced by 

Anbar Command.  ISF have reportedly pushed northwards from Rawah towards the town of Bayji within the 

framework of the ongoing Al Jazeera and Al Badiyah clearance campaign.  Joint Operations Command also 

stated that ISF and PMU forces retook control of the strategic Rawah-Al Hadar Highway in central Al-Jazeera 

region.  Security forces have now reportedly cleared 2400 square kilometres and 45 villages within the 

framework of the second stage of the Upper Euphrates River and Aj Jazirah clearance operations.   Despite 

press reports this week that the Al-Jazeera operation has been completed, the Iraqi War Media Cell denied the 

reports stating that thus far, only around 50 percent of the area of the region has been liberated.  Meanwhile, the 

PMU has reported that it has started constructing a 160-kilometer length security trench, stretching from Rawah 

in Anbar up to Hatra in Nineveh province as part of ongoing operations.   Evidence of residual IS capability in 

Fallujah was also evident this week when the commander of the 14th Division, Iraqi Army, Major General Abdul 

Mohsen Hatem Abbasi, stated that ISF had recovered 91 explosive devices in a search operation in the Al-

Shuhada neighbourhood south of the city.     
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 Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Incident levels in the capital region including the Baghdad city area and wider province largely conformed to 

regular reporting norms over this reporting period, however the most prominent attack occurred at approximately 

2115 hrs on November 27 when two suicide bombers launched a complex attack in Nahrawan, 28 kms east of 

Baghdad.  After firing small arms at civilians in the Shammari market area of the town, one SVEST attacker 

detonated himself while the second was killed by ISF before he was able to operate his device.  The attack 

resulted in 11 dead and 27 injured.   

 

In the northern belts, an off-duty ISF member was killed by a UVIED affixed to his vehicle at an unspecified 

location on Route Tampa in the Taji region, north of Baghdad city on November 27 and eight people were also 

killed and eight others wounded in an IED explosion near a local market in the village of Alhora, Tarmiyah, again, 

north of Baghdad.  Also in Tarmiyah, a local council member/tribal elder was killed by gunmen near his home.   

 

Abu Ghraib to the west of Baghdad city has also seen a number of low-yield IED attacks this week.  On 

November 27, an IED detonated near shops in the Resala neighbourhood and two people were wounded when 

a roadside IED detonated near Abu Graib’s industrial neighbourhood on December 1 

 

Baghdad city itself has witnessed a number of attacks including an IED detonation near shops in the Tunis 

neighbourhood in north eastern Baghdad, which injured three people.  An ISF captain, a member of the security 

detail for Major General Maan al-Saadi, the commander of the Counter Terrorism Service in Kirkuk province, 

was reportedly shot and killed by two unidentified gunmen on a motorcycle near his home in the Hurria area of 
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Kadhimiyah district north western Baghdad city and a former member of the Awakening Sunni Militia was killed 

in an UVIED detonation beneath his vehicle in Hawr Rajab, south of Dora, East Rashid District, southern 

Baghdad City.  On November 30, a sound bomb IED detonated in the Al-Salamiyat area near Shullah, 

Kadhimiyah district in northern Baghdad city.  No casualties were reported.  Additionally, a civilian was killed and 

another wounded in an UVIED detonation beneath their vehicle near Al-Rashid vegetable wholesale market in 

West Rashid district and an IED also reportedly detonated near shops in Shatti Al-Taji in northern Baghdad, 

injuring three people.   

 

In the southern belts, a civilian who worked for the Ministry of Electricity was killed when unidentified gunmen 

opened fire as he drove his vehicle through the al-Arifiah area of Jisr Diyala, southeast of Baghdad.  One 

security member of the Sunni Tribal Militia was killed and two others wounded in a SAF attack carried out by 

gunmen carrying suppressed weapons at a checkpoint in Sayed Abdullah, south of Baghdad and three people 

were wounded in a road-side IED strike near a popular fruit and vegetable market in Suweib, Alwa district, south 

west Baghdad.  In addition one person was killed and four wounded in an IED strike on a market in the village of 

Al-Khanasa in the district of Mada'in south of Baghdad and a member of the Sahwa (Awakening) Council militia 

group was killed in an IED attack in Latifiyah, south of Baghdad. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Activity in Babil province has been dominated by an IED strike in the Farisiya area of Jurf Al-Nasr, North of 

Hillah.  Two PMU members were injured in the attack.   

 

In Karbala, routine activity has been evident although ISF reported seizing a large number of UXO/ERW 

containing different types of mortars and SPG-9 rockets in an operation in the desert areas near Razzaza Lake 

in western Karbala province.  In Diwaniyah the main area of concern is over ongoing protest action by angry 

residents concerning the privatisation of the electricity supply.  On November 27 and 28 and December 2, 

people staged protests outside the Diwaniyah Provincial Council Building, although these were peaceful in 

nature.  

 

Like other southern provinces Dhi Qar has witnessed anti-electricity privatisation protests this week.  Al-Haboubi 

Square, in central Nasiriyah was the focus of protest activity on December 2 with the Dhi Qar provincial council 

subsequently announcing that it had cancelled a contract with the Chinese Himalaya company that had been 

providing electricity as part of the ongoing privatisation process.  

 

In Muthanna, ISF EOD reportedly disarmed an IED in the Al-Haidariya neighbourhood in southern Samawah, 

without incident.  The device was discovered by a street cleaner near a central reservation of a motorway in the 

city.  Meanwhile, press reporting showed a video purported to display tribes in Al Muthanna "threatening to start 

a war with governorates infringing on its share of water".  The report noted that tribes and farmers from Al 

Muthanna Governorate staged a demonstration demanding that "Iraqi Prime Minister Haydar al-Abadi should 
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use “security means” to stop infringement on water shares. Balsam al-'Awadi, member of the Al Muthanna 

Governorate Council, stated that "farmers in the southern governorates are currently suffering because of the 

water crisis, which is impeding the production of agricultural crops".  Al-'Awadi added that the tribes "are 

planning to escalate action should the water crisis continue as it will have a negative effect on their only source 

of earning a living".  She noted that "the low level of the water of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers has caused a 

major crisis in the field of agriculture across the country, and the southern governorates in particular". 

 

Basra province continues to witness general criminal activity.  Press reporting this week indicated that four oil 

smuggling pipelines were found by ISF that had been tapped from the main pipelines in the northern Rumaila 

concession area and also west Qurna.  It was reported that two were in the Rumaila concession, one in the 

Artawi complex and one in west Qurna.  OPF clashed with the oil thieves at one of the locations in Rumaila near 

to the Ratawi accommodation camp on contractor’s row. Maintenance crews have reportedly initialized repair 

work and ISF is currently conducting an investigation into the incident.  In Basra city, the Iraqi Bar Association, 

Basra Regional Representative, Qassim Al-Utbi, reported that a female lawyer was shot and injured by 

unidentified gunmen near her home at an unspecified location in Basra city.   

 

It was also reported that the Iraq National Security Service (NSS) seized a major haul of narcotics at the Umm 

Qasr port. A stash of what was described as 80 thousand pills was found in a shipping container. The NSS also 

arrested a male with half a kilogram of a non-specified drug (possibly crystal meth). Additionally, the NSS halted 

an Iranian truck on suspected tax evasion charges. Four Customs Officers were also arrested at the Safwan 

Border Crossing with Kuwait, over corruption allegations and dozens of businessmen staged a protest to 

demand the cancellation of an increase in tariff on imports. 

 

The electricity privatisation issue is also evident in Basra province.  A member of the Government’s electricity 

department in al Janinah district attended a mosque to explain the new electricity billing system, however reports 

suggest he was beaten by people at the meeting.  Later, a large crowd gathered and vandalised the local 

electricity buildings. In addition, a ‘sound bomb’ IED detonated near the home of an employee of the Ministry of 

Electricity in Al-Junaina neighbourhood in northern Basra city without causing casualties.  In separate but related 

reporting, angry protesters stormed the building of the Jubaylah electricity service in central Basra stating that 

they had been without electricity for several days.  ISF dispersed protestors who were burning tires.   

 

Finally, Basra Operations Command has arrested 45 wanted persons on criminal charges in different areas of 

the province.  A statement issued by the Operations Command said that "according to the directives of Basra 

Operations Commander Lieutenant General Jameel Al-Shammari, arrest warrants were issued for 45 individuals 

wanted for murder, robbery, armed robbery and drug trafficking.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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