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Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith 

on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is 

made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments 

made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report 

is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have 

been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala; Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over 

Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in northern Dohuk province. While 

international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain entrenched in the political positions. 

  

 ISF have now liberated IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq, along the Euphrates River Valley in Anbar 

province, and the group is also under increasing pressure in Syria. These losses of territory will likely see IS 

revert back to their asymmetric warfare model of terrorist attacks, and we have already seen an uptick in 

retaliatory attacks by IS in Nineveh, Salah al-Din, and Diyala province. This may also be a pre-cursor for high-

profile attacks into Baghdad and the surrounding belts. However, these will likely be constrained by security 

footprint, particularly in Baghdad city, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or opportunistic targets in 

outlying districts (including checkpoints). Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, the group 

still retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the Syrian border area. 

Though recent IS suicide attack plans appear to be focusing on outlying areas in the province, the cities of 

Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for further high-profile attacks. 

 

 A complex attack against Shia pilgrims in western Dhi Qar in September 2017 exhibits that IS retains the 

intent and capability for substantial attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-

permissive for IS to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant 

sympathizers in the region remaining isolated. Other major attacks in the south in 2017 included two SVBIED 

attacks in Basra province on May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel in June. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the country, 

it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between 

radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited 

reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS is 

almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Nineveh, 

Salah al-Din and Diyala.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general. This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north. Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Political negotiations intensify ahead of upcoming local and general elections  
The Iraqi local and general elections, which are slated to be held on 12 May, are becoming the central topic of 

the current political debate, with all Iraqi political parties engaging in talks over organisation of the polls and 

prospective alliances. As the majority of Shi’a parties have rejected the perspective of a postponement, other 

political factions have indicated a delay may be preferable to resolve pending matters including the displaced 

and the post-war reconstruction.  

 

Turkey to mediate between Baghdad and Erbil as the political deadlock continues 
According to the Turkish Foreign Minister Baghdad and Erbil have requested Turkey's mediation in regard to 

tensions between the central government and the regional government following the 2017 independence 

referendum. Talks regarding the issue are to be held during the official visit to Baghdad on January 21, in 

addition to in addition to bilateral topics. PM al-Abadi confirmed this week that regular meetings were held with 

Kurdish political forces and that there were recommendations for both sides to meet more regularly to resolve 

the pending border disputes. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 

Political negotiations over the local and general elections continue 

Iraqi political parties are engaging in talks over the upcoming local and general elections, which are slated to be 

held in mid-May. As the majority of Shi’a parties have rejected the perspective of a postponement, other political 

factions have indicated a delay may be preferable to resolve pending matters including the displaced and the 

post-war reconstruction. According to an official cited by the Sharq al-Awsat Agency, “one of the ruling political 

leaders called for the formation of an interim government in exchange for accepting the postponement of the 

elections.” He added Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi “is committed to holding the elections on time, despite 

pressure being exerted on him, because the delay would lead the country to a new cycle of problems.”  

President of the National Alliance, Ammar al-Hakim, rejected attempts to postpone the elections, urging to hold 

them on the constitutional date as it represents a guarantee for the democratic system in the country. On the 

other hand, some Sunni politicians hinted at the possibility of postponing the elections in the absence of 

adequate conditions. Ayad Allawi was quoted saying that most of the elections that took place in the past “were 

not accurate or correct, and today there are serious problems plaguing Iraq; including the problem of the 

displaced and the crisis with Kurdistan, and all this needs to be resolved before elections can be held.” Sunni 

politicians have also been disturbed by the intent of Shia paramilitary commanders who dropped arms to run in 

the elections.  

 

Iraq’s PMU to form of one of the biggest political coalitions for elections amidst controversies 

Political wings of Iraq’s paramilitary groups announced the establishment of one of the biggest political blocs to 

run in the country’s general elections as the registration of electoral coalitions closed on January 11. “The newly-

formed Fatih coalition comprises of the Badr Organisation, Asaib Ahl al-Haq, Hizbollah al-Nujaba Movement and 

others,” said Hadi al-Ameri, leader of the Badr Organisation. The groups are part of the Popular Mobilisation 

Units, which was formed in 2014 after IS had swept aside government forces and seized control of much of 

northern Iraq. 

 

Iraqi Kurdish parties to form joint lists for Iraqi elections 

Five Iraqi Kurdish parties met in Kirkuk to form a joint list to run for Iraq's elections set to take place in May, 

Kurdish media reported on January 7. The parties that agreed to form the joint list during the meeting reportedly 

included the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), the Change Movement (Gorran), the Kurdistan Islamic Group 

(KIG), Kurdistan Islamic Union (KIU) and the Communist Party of Kurdistan (KCP), Kurdish media claimed. Later 

during the week, three Kurdish opposition parties announced the intention to run from a joint list in the disputed 

areas. The Change Movement, Kurdistan Islamic Group, and the newly established Coalition for Democracy and 

Justice (CDJ) have decided to run on a joint list in Kirkuk and other disputed areas under the name Nishtiman 

(“Homeland”). The three parties jointly visited Baghdad last week to discuss Erbil-Baghdad relations with Iraqi 

officials, including Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi. 

 

Iraqi PM Abadi urges parliament to approve 2018 budget 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi has urged the parliament to approve the 2018 budget, stressing that delays 

will have a negative effect on the Iraqi people. Abadi's comments came during his weekly news conference on 

January 9. Abadi again commended the efforts of the Iraqi army in achieving victory over so-called Islamic State 

and congratulated the army on the occasion of Victory Day, which marked the 97th anniversary of its 

establishment. PM again asserted the need to hold the parliamentary election as scheduled. Abadi also said that 

meetings were held with Kurdish political forces and that there were recommendations for both sides to meet 

more regularly to resolve the pending border disputes.  
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Iraq adopts unanimous resolution against US’s move on Jerusalem 

Iraq’s Parliament unanimously adopted a resolution rejecting US President Donald Trump’s recognition of 

Jerusalem as Israel’s capital on January 8, warning that the move undermines international safety and security. 

MP Ali al-Safi told the Andalou News agency: “The parliament considered Trump’s decision provocative for all 

religions.” Al-Safi added that the adopted resolution stipulates that the Federal Iraqi Government must take the 

necessary diplomatic measures at the UN to guarantee the position of Jerusalem as the capital of Palestine.  

  

Kurdish authorities ready to hand over oil revenues data to Baghdad 

Kurdish Region’s Prime Minister, Nechirvan Barzani, said KRG is ready to hand over all the data on the region's 

oil revenues to the Iraqi central government so that Baghdad can pay salaries to Kurdish public sector 

employees. "If Baghdad is serious to send salaries to the Kurdistan Region, then we are ready to do all that is 

needed to help," Barzani said in a news conference in Erbil on January 8, adding that his cabinet received an 

external auditing report on the region's oil revenues from the past six months. He reiterated KRG oil revenue is 

not sufficient to pay the salaries of all the public sector employees, noting that the central government has also 

"failed" to send 700bn Iraqi dinars to the Kurdish region's farmers who had sold their annual wheat products to 

Baghdad. 

 

Turkey to mediate between Baghdad and Erbil 

According to the Turkish Foreign Minister, Mevlut Cavusoglu, Baghdad and Erbil have requested Turkey's 

mediation in regard to tensions between the central government and the regional government following the 2017 

independence referendum. "We will go to Baghdad on January 21. We will discuss this in addition to the bilateral 

topics," Cavusoglu told Turkey's state-run Anadolu Agency on January 10. "In the coming period, Baghdad and 

Erbil need to reach an agreement. The recent statement by Erbil that it will comply with the decisions of the Iraqi 

Constitutional Court is a positive step, but a clear consensus must be reached here," Cavusoglu said, adding 

that Ankara would "do its best to reach this end." He said that the KRG has formally asked Turkey to contribute 

to "normalisation" of relations with Baghdad.  

Security 
 

Abadi vows to build 'strong' army and deplores attempts to promote division between ISF and PMU 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has vowed to continue building a strong army that defends all Iraqis, hailing 

the "sacrifices" of armed forces. In a statement commemorating the 97th anniversary of the establishment of the 

Iraqi army, Abadi extended his congratulations to the Iraqi people and the armed forces on the ‘Victory Day’.  

The statement, posted on the premier's official website on January 6, also hailed the "sacrifices of the Iraqi 

forces which were involved in a fierce battle to save the people and liberate the country from terrorism".  Abadi 

added that the government will continue to build a strong army that will uphold freedom and security and belong 

to a united Iraq rather than to a certain party or sect. In another statement, al-Abadi praised the role of the Shia-

dominant Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) in the battles. Abadi criticised what he called an attempt to drive a 

wedge between the army and the government-sponsored PMU, perhaps in reference to recent calls to dismantle 

the PMU militias following the IS defeat. 

 

IS highlights the intent to conduct attacks in Kirkuk 

So-called Islamic State group has revealed plans for attacks in Kirkuk province, where the group's activity have 

been on the rise lately. On January 12, IS's weekly Arabic-language newspaper al-Naba carried an "exclusive" 

report about IS’s increasing operations in Kirkuk, linked to the group's activity in neighbouring Diyala Province. 

Al-Naba quoted a "special" IS source from Kirkuk explaining the increase of group's activity in the province and 

its future plans there. Al-Naba also quoted the source explaining the locations of IS activity in the province. "The 

mujahidin's strikes cover areas from Abbasi, west of Hawijah, to Tuz Khurmatu in the south," he said. "Kirkuk city 

is the biggest target for the mujahidin" he added.  
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Humanitarian 

 

Kuwait to hold Iraq reconstruction conference in February 

Kuwait is set to hold a conference for the reconstruction of Iraq from February 12 to 14, Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign 

Minister Khaled al-Jarallah said. Jarallah affirmed the importance of the conference, reiterating that Kuwait will 

continue to support Iraq, state-owned Kuwait News Agency reported on January 8. During his visit to Kuwait, 

Secretary General of the Iraqi Council of Ministers, Mahdi Al-Alaq, discussed the organizational details for the 

conference. Al-Alaq said that a report will be issued on 13 January assessing the extent of the damage in the 

war-affected cities and the costs required for reconstruction.  

 

Number of returns exceeds number of displaced Iraqis according to UN 

For the first time since the beginning of the Iraq crisis in December 2013, the number of people returning to their 

area of origin has surpassed the number of people displaced in the country, confirmed the report published by 

the UN’s International Organisation for Migration (IOM). By the end of 2017 IOM identified 3.2 million people, 

who have returned to their place of origin, while a staggering 2.6 million remained displaced.  

Economy 

 

Iraq to export Kirkuk oil to Iran before end-January: Iraqi oil minister 

Iraq will start exporting oil from the northern Kirkuk fields to Iran before the end of January, Iraqi Oil Minister 

Jabar al-Luaibi told reporters on January 7 in Baghdad. About 30,000 barrels per day of crude will be trucked to 

Iran’s Kermanshah refinery in the first instance, he said. Trucking crude to Iran comes under a swap agreement 

announced last month by the two countries to allow a resumption of oil exports from Kirkuk. According to Luaibi 

Iraq and Iran have agreed to swap up to 60,000 barrels per day of crude produced from Kirkuk for Iranian oil to 

be delivered to southern Iraq.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
Dominant topics of reporting from the Kurdish Region include the political dispute between KRG and the 

Government of Iraq, civil unrest related to budget austerity, and Turkish military operations against the Kurdistan 

Workers' Party (PKK) on the in the border areas. There was no significant protest activity in the region, but the 

elevated risk associated with civil unrest remains, focused on Sulaymaniyah province. Several suspects were 

reportedly arrested for encouraging residents of Sulaymaniyah province to take part in anti-government protests. 

The remainder of reporting in the region comprised low-level incidents related to criminality and local disputes. 

Peripheries of the Kurdish Region and bordering areas disputed with between Erbil and Baghdad remain restive, 

despite the continuous efforts to resolve the dispute with political means. One person was killed and one was 

injured when gunmen opened fire on worshippers outside the Sunni mosque in Chamchamal district.  

 

Activity in the North remains focused on ISF operations against residual IS elements, with the main focus 

remaining to the south and west of Mosul in Nineveh, Hawijah district in Kirkuk province and the Diyala River 

Valley area. IS activity has also been reported to the north and south of Tikrit in Salah ad Din province. Nineveh 

province continues to see recurring clashes between IS and security forces and attacks on civilians, despite the 

ongoing effort to clear pockets of IS and legacy devices. As clearing operations continue in Mosul, the Nineveh 

Civil Defence Directorate announced 2,585 bodies were recovered from rubble in the city so far. South of Mosul, 
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12 IS militants were reportedly killed in a clash with ISF near Qayyarah likely pointing to the active 

communication lines between Nineveh and Kirkuk provinces, along the Hamrin and Makhoul Mountains. West of 

Mosul, several IED incidents were seen in Tal Afar district, while PMU reported further IS attacks in the vicinity of 

Tal Asfuk near the Syrian border.  

 

Kirkuk province is continuously affected by both the lingering IS presence and tensions between Arab, Kurdish 

and Turkmen elements. Clearing operations continued in the western part of the province, around Hawija, 

Riyadh and Rashad throughout the week; the PMU media cell claimed 1,228 square kilometres were combed, 

136 villages and three valleys were inspected; 56 Islamic State members were reportedly arrested. According to 

UN sources, the operations in the district have forced up to 700 people to leave their homes since January 4. 

Kirkuk city saw further attacks on Iraqi Security Forces and Turkmen assets, apart from background criminal 

activity consisting of armed robberies, kidnappings, and thefts. A passing CTS patrol was attacked with SAF and 

a grenade on January 9. Unidentified assailants threw a hand grenade at the Turkmen Front office in the city on 

January 12.  

 

The ethnically mixed Tuz Khurmatu district remains a hotspot of activity in Salah al-Din province.  

Multiple mortar shells reportedly landed on residential areas of Tuz on January 7, injuring six civilians, to which 

the local PMU responded by shelling villages located on the outskirts of the town. In northern Salah al-Din, PMU 

elements conducted a security operation in the Makhoul Mountains; four militants were reported killed. Over 400 

displaced families are to return to their homes in Bayji, north of Tikrit, after the completion of security checks in 

the area was announced. 

Evidence for insurgent presence continues to be seen along the Salah al-Din – Diyala border. IA Dijla 

Operations Command supported by local troops and Iraqi Aviation carried out a large-scale clearance operation 

in the Adhaim region during the week. Multiple IEDs and insurgent bases were cleared. There was also recurring 

evidence for insurgent operations along the Diyala River Valley, near Muqdadiyah and Abu Sayida, and in the 

Hamrin Region. On January 6, at least three people were reported killed in a complex attack targeting an anti-IS 

tribal leader in eastern Diyala province.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

It was another relatively quiet reporting period in Anbar province as the majority of activity remains focused on 

border with Syria and the desert areas to the west of the province. ISF supported by the Army Aviation and US-

led coalition aircrafts launched a series of raids in the desert areas between Rutbah and the Iraqi-Saudi border; 

multiple IS training camps and vehicles were seized or destroyed. Following the improvement of the security 

situation in retaken areas, a sizable number of internally displaced Iraqis have reportedly returned to their homes 

in Anbar. Reporting from the Euphrates River Valley concentrated on clearing pockets of IS presence and 

unexploded ordnance; large caches of munitions and explosives were found in Hit and Karma. There were also 

several IED incidents reported. On January 12, an IED detonated during a football game in Hit, north-west of 

Ramadi; six civilians were injured.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Recent reporting from Baghdad city continues to reflect primarily criminal activity and local disputes, with 

intermittent IED detonations targeting civilians. There were also several low-yield detonations without resulting 

casualties, more likely intended for intimidation and linked to local disputes rather than to terrorist activity. On 

January 9, a member of the Sadrist Bloc claimed her personal vehicle came under SAF in west Baghdad, which 

resulted in material damages. Multiple arrests over drug trafficking, kidnappings, and thefts were reported 

throughout the week. The level of civil unrest remains relatively low. Hundreds of Sadrist Movement supporters 

demonstrated in Tahrir Square on Friday, as seen regularly over the past year. Smaller demonstrations over 

local issues and employment disputes were also seen causing localise disruptions in the city.  

 

The risk of terrorist attacks remains extant on Baghdad’s peripheries. Local markets in provincial towns remain 

the preferred target; IED detonations this week were seen in towns to the north (Saba al-Bour and Taji), east 

(Nahrawan), west (Abu Ghraib), and south of Baghdad (Radhwaniya, Yusufiya, Mahmudiyah, and Madain), 

typically resulting in three to six people injured. Simultaneously, ISF operations aimed at mitigating the terrorist 

threat are regularly seen on the peripheries of the capital.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

There was no apparent evidence for terrorist activity in the southern provinces during the week and reported 

hostile incidents are assessed to be linked primarily to criminal enterprise and local disputes. In Babil province, 

two hand grenades detonated outside the house belonging to an ISF member in Iskandriya on January 7; there 

were no casualties. Although northern Babil remains at an elevated threat from insurgent networks, such 

targeted, non-fatal attacks on houses are often linked to local disputes.  

 

As usual, reporting from the South concentrated on Basra province, reflecting both elevated activity levels and 

more comprehensive media coverage in the province. Activity in Basra followed recent trends with a mixture of 

tribal clashes, low-level IED events, criminal activity and arrests. There were three reported detonations of 

explosive devices in the province, including two incidents in Basra city and one in Abu al-Khasib. As tribal 

violence continues to affect the security environment in the region, Basra, Dhi Qar, and Maysan provinces in 

particular, the IA Basra Operations Commander stated that additional military assets from Baghdad would be 

deployed to the northern areas of Basra province in order to mitigate the risk of incidents.  

 

Criminal activity featured prominently in reporting from the region. A female hostage from Basra province was 

released in a rescue operation in Maysan, in line with the standing assessment that organised criminal groups 

are operating across the tribal areas on the Basra-Maysan border. Arrests over drug trafficking occur regularly 

across the region, also pointing to active criminal networks.  
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Public discontent over the reform of electricity distribution continues to drive the risk of protests in the southern 

region. Protests against the reform were seen in Gharraf, Diwaniyah, Nasiriya, Qurna and Madaina throughout 

the week. Further demonstrations occurred in major cities of the region on January 12, in line with the pattern of 

weekly Friday protests; the main subjects were again the status of the Electoral Commission, the implementation 

of reforms and a rejection of the intended privatisation of electricity supply.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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Middle East 
International Protective Services Headquarters 
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House  
DIFC, PO Box 482069  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
United States 
1101 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 1725 
Arlington, VA, 22209 
United States 
 
UK 
5

th
 Floor 

1, London Bridge 
London 
SE1 9BG 
 
Europe 
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
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