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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. The area of Tuz Khourmatu remains of significant concern 

however, with reports of Kurdish resistance groups being formed in order to protect the indigenous Kurdish 

population against alleged acts of violence against them by Shia militias.  Meanwhile, acts of low-level 

violence, intimidation and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Diyala, Babil and Wasit, 

Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with 

Turkey in northern Dohuk province.  While international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain 

entrenched in the political positions. 

  

 ISF have now liberated Rawah, IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq along the Euphrates River Valley in 

Anbar province, and the group is also under pressure in Syria. These losses of territory will likely see IS revert 

back to their asymmetric warfare model of terrorist attacks, and we have already seen an uptick in retaliatory 

attacks by IS in Mosul, Tuz Khourmatu and Hawijah. This may also be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks into 

Baghdad and the surrounding belts. However, these will likely be constrained by security footprint, particularly 

in Baghdad City, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or opportunistic targets in outlying districts 

(including checkpoints). Despite a current ISF push to clear the areas, IS still retain a degree of freedom of 

movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the Syrian border area. Though recent IS suicide attack 

plans appear to be focusing on outlying areas, the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for 

further high-profile attacks, as was seen on September 27, 2017 

 

 The complex attack against Shia pilgrims in western Dhi Qar on September 14, 2017 which killed 98 exhibits 

that still IS retains intent and capability for substantial attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains 

assessed as non-permissive for IS to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few 

Sunni militant sympathizers in the region remaining isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year 

include two SVBIED attacks in Basra province on May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babil on June 9, 

2017. 

Medium to long term outlook  

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

‘Informed source’ claims possible deal between Baghdad and Erbil close 
There have been signs of a possible agreement between Baghdad and Erbil to overcome the repercussions of a 

referendum on independence held by the Kurdistan Region last September.  An informed source from the 

parliamentary Shi’ite National Alliance bloc told London based, Saudi funded Asharq Al-Awsat on January 2 that 

a possible agreement might be reached “in the near future” to solve the pending issues between the two sides.   

 

Hezbollah Brigades call on US forces to voluntarily leave Iraq, or be ‘forced’ to do so 
The Iranian-backed Hezbollah Brigades in Iraq on December 30 called on US troops to withdraw from the 

country, urging the Iraqi government and Parliament to take a decisive position against American military 

presence.  In a statement released on the sixth anniversary of the US military withdrawal from Iraq in 2011, the 

Hezbollah Brigades called on Washington to withdraw its troops from the country voluntarily “before being 

forced” to do so.   

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 

PM Abadi blames IS presence on ‘corruption’ 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has blamed “corrupt individuals who seized state funds” for the infiltration of 

Islamic State (IS) militants into the country.  During a speech at a Baghdad conference on December 30, Abadi 

called on Iraqis to vote against these so-called elements of corruption during the upcoming parliamentary 

elections in May 2018.  He said he would not allow these “corrupt forces” to “steal state funds under the pretext 

of providing services again”.  “We will continue our pursuit of terrorists in all parts of Iraq until we capture their 

last cells,” the Iraqi premier continued, calling on citizens to vote against corruption in the upcoming elections.  

Abadi further highlighted that reconstruction will include all provinces of Iraq.   

 

Iran re-opens border crossings into Kurdistan 

Iran has re-opened the Parvizkhan and Piranshahr border crossings with Iraqi Kurdistan after nearly three 

months, Iran's consulate in Erbil announced in a statement on January 2.  Quoting the statement, Iran’s ILNA 

news agency reported that the decision was made after ‘negotiations’ with the Iraqi government.  The 

Piranshahr-Erbil and Parvizkhan-Sulaymaniyah border crossings were closed in October 2017 following a 

request by Baghdad in the wake of the controversial September 25 Iraqi Kurdish independence referendum.  

The decision comes amid reports that Iraq's federal government and Kurdish leaders have agreed to meet to 

resolve ongoing disputes. Baghdad has however set as precondition the handover of airports and border 

crossings in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

 

Iraq election commission opens registration for Iraqi expats 

Iraqis living abroad started registering on January 2 to be able to vote in the coming parliamentary election 

slated for May 12, 2018, the Iraqi Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) said in a statement, adding 

that Iraqi expatriates will be able to register online until March 3, the website of Beirut-based Al-Sumariya TV 

cited.  The IHEC will verify the data of the applicants in coordination with the Ministry of Interior, granting them 

permission to vote in the polls, Commission Chairman Riad Badran stated.  He called on Iraqi political parties to 

raise voters' awareness with regard to the new registration mechanism. He also encouraged Iraqi expatriates to 

register.  The IHEC also urged the parliament to endorse the date set for the election. 

 

‘Informed source’ claims possible deal between Baghdad and Erbil close 

There have been signs of a possible agreement between Baghdad and Erbil to overcome the repercussions of a 

referendum on independence held by the Kurdistan Region last September.  An informed source from the 

parliamentary Shi’ite National Alliance bloc told London based, Saudi funded Asharq Al-Awsat on January 2 that 

a possible agreement might be reached “in the near future” to solve the pending issues between the two sides.  

Speaking on condition of anonymity, the source said: “The two sides are about to form a seven-member 

committee, including five members from Baghdad and two others from Kurdistan, with a mission to review all 

controversial issues between the two sides.”   

 

Speaker Jubouri stresses the need to complete preparations to hold elections on schedule 

In a statement on January 3, Speaker of the House of Representatives Salim al-Jubouri stressed the need to 

complete all legal and financial procedures in order to ensure the holding of elections on time.  "The Iraqi people 

are looking forward to strengthening the democratic process in the country by respecting their will to choose their 

representatives in local governments and the legislative authority that represents their future aspirations to build 

a secure Iraq," Jubouri said during a meeting with the head of the High Electoral Commission, Maan Abid 

Hantoush al-Hitawi.  According to the report, Jubouri added that it is imperative for all parties to assume their 

responsibilities in order to ensure the success of the electoral process, and work to overcome all obstacles, 

especially to the people of the areas that were under the control of IS.   
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Kurdish parties hold talks with Iraqi premier in Baghdad 

A delegation representing three Kurdish parties who are not members of the Kurdistan Regional Government 

(KRG), held talks with Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi in Baghdad on January 4.  Two of the parties represented 

in the delegation - the Change Movement (Gorran), the Kurdistan Islamic Group (KIG) recently withdrew from the 

Kurdish government.  The third party is the Coalition for Justice and Democracy (CDJ), which was recently 

registered by former deputy of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), Barham Salih.  The visit has reportedly 

angered members of the ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) which has issued multiple calls for "serious" 

dialogue with Baghdad in recent months following federal moves to assert control following the Kurdish 

independence referendum in September 2017.  In response, Baghdad has told the KRG that it must first meet 

certain conditions.   

 

Iraqi Turkmen Front demands probe into killing of official 

The Iraqi Turkmen Front has asked Iraqi PM Haider al-Abadi to investigate the killing of a party official in Kirkuk 

city. Alaadin Maqsud Salihi, who was reportedly the head of the front's office in Kirkuk's Askari neighbourhood, 

was killed in a market in the area on January 2.  Iraqi MP Hasan Toran, who is also the group's deputy head, 

said the "assassination" was part of ongoing efforts "to silence the Turkmen Front" and that its members were 

being "terrorised" and that the killing was "an organised act".  The statement said such incidents are expected to 

continue because the group took an "honourable" stance on Iraqi sovereignty, referring to its opposition to the 

Kurdish independence referendum.  The statement called for Abadi to form a special committee to investigate 

the incident.  Kirkuk police spokesman Brig-General Afrasyaw Kamil confirmed that Salihi was shot by several 

"unidentified gunmen" from a car and died instantly. 

 

Iran prosecutor says ‘unrest’ in the country planned by US and Israel and paid for by Saudi’s 

Iran's Prosecutor-General Hojjat-ol Eslam Mohammad Jafar Montazeri has said the US, Israel and Saudi Arabia 

planned the current unrest across the country which "aimed to subvert" the Iranian government, IRIB news 

agency, which is affiliated to the national broadcaster, reported on January 4. He pointed to research by a 

Mossad senior officer as the blueprint of the unrest (although the name he mentioned is apparently that of a CIA 

officer) and added: "The US, the Zionist regime and the Al Saud’s were the three sides of this subversive plan, 

and Saudi Arabia had committed to provide money for it."  The prosecutor pointed out that two headquarters in 

Herat, Afghanistan, and Erbil, Iraqi Kurdistan, were established to organise and direct the ‘unrest’ and send 

extremist militants including IS elements, as well as arms and ammunition, into Iran.  

 

UN Secretary General calls for ‘serious dialogue’ between Erbil and Baghdad 

The United Nations Secretary-General in a letter to the Kurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) Prime Minister 

reiterated the need to resolve issues between Baghdad and Erbil through dialogue.  UN Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres, in a letter to the Kurdish Premier Nechirvan Barzani and posted on the KRG website on 

January 5, called for ongoing disputes between the Kurdistan Region and Iraq to be addressed through a 

political dialogue.  In the letter, Gueterres reiterated the need for peaceful, constructive talks on the basis of the 

Iraqi constitution.  “I encourage both sides to take the necessary steps to prepare the ground for a serious 

dialogue,” Guterres said.  Guterres expressed his optimism at the Iraqi Federal Government and the KRG openly 

expressing readiness for dialogue.  “For the purpose of national reconciliation, enhancing the stability and 

confronting the threats that are still created by Islamic State, the current stability must be maintained,” Guterres 

concluded.  

Security 
 

Hezbollah Brigades call on US forces to voluntarily leave Iraq, or be ‘forced’ to do so 

The Iranian-backed Hezbollah Brigades in Iraq on December 30 called on US troops to withdraw from the 

country, urging the Iraqi government and Parliament to take a decisive position against American military 

presence.  In a statement released on the sixth anniversary of the US military withdrawal from Iraq in 2011, the 

Hezbollah Brigades called on Washington to withdraw its troops from the country voluntarily “before being 
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forced” to do so.  According to the statement, the Hezbollah Brigades played a significant role in forc ing 

Washington to withdraw its troops in 2011.  The statement said that after nine years of “occupation,” the US was 

forced to sign a deal with the Iraqi government about the withdrawal of troops “under the influence of the 

Hezbollah Brigades’ attacks.”   

 

Iraqi commander states that US forces will remain in Iraq in 2018 

US forces are not leaving Iraq in 2018; a newspaper quoted a senior source at the Iraqi joint security command 

as saying.  The London-based the New Arab quoted a senior general within the Iraqi Joint Operations Command 

on January 1 as saying “there is no room for discussing US troops’ exit”.  According to the commander, “the 

situation in Iraq is still fragile” and that now is not the time to start discussing the withdrawal of coalition forces in 

general, and the U.S. forces in particular, adding that “speaking about the departure of foreign troops in the New 

Year is premature, and that their presence remains necessary”.  The same report also quoted Nayef al-Shamri, 

deputy chairman of the Iraqi parliament’s security committee, who stated that “Iraq does not need the presence 

of US ground forces or military bases”.   

 

Iraqi PM says forces continue to pursue IS militants 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said security forces will continue to target the remote hideouts of IS 

militants despite the end of military operations with the takeover of all territories from the militant group.  

Speaking at his weekly press conference, carried by government-controlled Al-Iraqia News TV on January 2, 

Abadi said: "The security and military effort in chasing them will continue to prevent them from regrouping. 

Terrorism is ideological, and all need to cooperate to eradicate it."  He also noted that the security services were 

keen to prevent the illegal possession of weapons.  Abadi also touched on the government's economic agenda, 

especially its five-year plan for the coming period, reconstruction projects for all Iraq and plans for returning the 

displaced to their areas.   

 

UN casualty figures for Iraq for the month of December 2017 

A total of 69 Iraqi civilians (not including police) were killed and another 142 injured in acts of terrorism, violence 

and armed conflict in Iraq in December 2017, according to casualty figures recorded by the United Nations 

Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI).  This compares with 63 civilians killed and 140 injured in November.  

Baghdad was the worst affected Governorate, with 122 civilian casualties (24 killed, 98 injured). Salah ad Din 

governorate followed, with seven killed and 25 injured; and Kirkuk saw 15 killed and six injured. UNAMI has not 

been able to obtain the civilian casualty figures from the Anbar Health Department for the month of December. 

Overall, in 2017 UNAMI recorded 3298 civilians killed and 4781 civilians wounded - excluding Anbar civilian 

casualty figures for November and December, which are not available.  United Nations Secretary-General 

(SRSG) for Iraq, Mr. Jan Kubis described the casualty figures for the month of December 2017 as 

‘disappointing’.   

 

British Defence Secretary pledges continued support in the fight against IS 

Iraqi media reported that Iraqi Defence Minister Arfan al-Hayali signed with his British counterpart a 

memorandum of understanding on establishing and promoting military relations between Iraq and the UK during 

the visit of British Defence Minister Gavin Williamson and his delegation which commenced on January 4. The 

report says: "During their meeting, the two sides signed an agreement between Iraq and Britain on investing 10 

million pounds in the fields of fighting terrorism, training the Iraqi forces, exchanging information, restoring 

stability, and reconstructing the liberated areas."  Iraqi National Security Adviser Falih al-Fayyad also received 

Williamson and discussed with him "means of promoting cooperation and efforts to fight terrorism, in addition to 

developments in the political situation in Iraq."  
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Humanitarian 

 

Total of 165 displaced families return to Iraq’s Anbar 

A total of 165 displaced Iraqi families have returned to their hometown of Al-Qaim in the western Anbar province, 

near the Syrian border.  The advisor to the governor of Anbar for the affairs of displaced people, Mazen Khaled 

Al-Rishawy, said that the Anbar local council, in collaboration with the Al-Jazira Operations Command, returned 

the families to Al-Qaim, Beirut-based Al-Sumaria TV reported on 1 January.  The families had been residing in 

the Al-Khalidiya and Kilo 18 camps, about 80 km west of Baghdad, prior to moving back to Al-Qaim.   

 

Iraqi speaker inspects destroyed infrastructure in Mosul 

Iraqi Parliamentary Speaker Salim al-Jabouri visited Mosul to appraise the damage in the city in the aftermath of 

the defeat of IS.  Jabouri said a team of engineers accompanied him during the visit to review the damage and 

announce a timeline for the reconstruction of the bridges in the city, the website of Beirut-based Al-Sumaria TV 

reported on 5 January.  The speaker also affirmed the Iraqi state’s commitment to restoring internally displaced 

persons back to Mosul as one of its priorities, according to Al-Ghad Press.   

Economy 

 

Baghdad says Kuwaiti flights resumed over Iraqi airspace 

The Iraqi ministry of transport has announced that Kuwaiti airlines resumed flights over Iraqi airspace after a 

three-year suspension.  Kuwait Airways began flying over Iraqi airspace on its flights to Europe and some Arab 

countries as of 29 December, head of the Iraqi Civil Aviation Authority Abbas Omran said in a statement on the 

ministry’s official page on Facebook.  The statement said that the Iraqi airspace had been cleared of all threats.  

The Kuwaiti national carrier has made no official statements to the same effect.  Airlines redirected all flights over 

Iraq from August 2014 onwards, due to the increasing threat posed by IS militants.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
Activity in the north remains focused on ISF operations against residual IS elements, with the main focus 

remaining to the south and west of Mosul in Nineveh, Hawijah district in Kirkuk province and the Diyala River 

Valley area.  IS reported activity has also been reported to the north and south of Tikrit in Salah ad Din province.  

 

In the Kurdish region, late on December 30, Kurdish security forces were reported to have disarmed three IEDs 

emplaced near the office of the Iranian communist party in the Zerguez region, south of Sulaymaniyah, without 

incident. One person was reported killed and another wounded in Turkish airstrikes on suspected PKK positions 

in Amedi region of Dohuk province on December 31, the airstrikes followed reports that PKK militants killed 

eleven Turkish soldiers and wounded seven others in an attack on a Turkish military base in Kani Masi region 

near Amdi. Media reports on January 2 citing the Iranian ISNA news agency reported that Iran has reopened the 

Piranshahr and Parvizkhan border crossings with Erbil and Sulaymaniyah in Iraqi Kurdistan, which had been 

officially closed following the September 2017 Kurdish independence referendum.  Kurdish Asayish were 

reported to have arrested six wanted individuals on January 3 under Article IV - terrorism charges and an IS 

sleeper cell consisting of several female suspects, affiliated with two Kurdish IS leaders (Abu Omar Mahabadi 

and Abu Anas Karkuki).   
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On 31 December, security source reported that security operations carried out in areas southeast of Mosul in 

Nineveh province resulted in the killing of 17 IS militants and the seizing various weapons. PMU forces were also 

reported to have repelled an attack by IS in the district of Al-Baaj west of Mosul.  Eleven suspected IS militants 

hiding inside a house in Albu Saif region in southern Mosul city were also reported arrested.  A force from the 

Federal Police were also reported to have ambushed 15 IS militants near the Syrian Border in western Nineveh 

province, who were equipped with explosive belts and medium weapons. Separately, three lawyers experienced 

in terrorism-related cases were reportedly intercepted and killed by alleged IS militants as they were travelling on 

Route Atlanta near Hammam al-Alil, south of Mosul.  Twenty suspected IS militants including two leaders were 

subsequently arrested in a search and raid operation in Hammam al-Alil.  PMU forces reported that troops of the 

28th Brigade repelled an IS attack in Tal Asfuk village near the Syrian border, twenty three militants were 

reported killed and two VBIEDs destroyed. On January 5, a PMU statement reported that the Iraqi Army's 

Engineering Corps started work on the fortification of Iraq-Syria borders in the area of Aj Jughayfi in north-

western Nineveh province.   

 

On December 31, a statement issued by the Popular Mobilization Commission reported that IS militants attacked 

civilians in the Al Farhatiyah area, north of Balad in Salah ad-Din province, killing four people and wounding nine 

others.  Iraqi troops were also reported to have seized 70 explosive belts from the village of Umm al Wohoosh 

North West of Tikrit.  IS were also reported to have launched an attack against the ninth brigade of the PMU 

near al-Dour south of Tikrit, which left four PMU personnel killed and three others wounded.   On January 4, 

PMU forces were reported to have destroyed an IS vehicle as it attempted to break through the defensive line in 

the desert areas near Mount Makhoul in northern Salah ad Din province.  ISF also reported that security forces 

killed four suicide bombers in an operation al-Kassarat region, southwest of Dujail in Salah ad Din province. 

 

Interior Minister Qasim al-Araji was reported to have personally ordered the transfer of police officer who had 

allegedly attempted to intimidate Kurdish residents from their homes in Sargaran in the Dibis area in Kirkuk 

province.  Separately, the commander of Kirkuk operations, Major General Ali Fadhil Omran, stated that a 

suspect has been arrested in connection with the killing of two security intelligence members in northern Kirkuk 

city on December 27.  Unknown gunmen attacked a cafe in the centre of Kirkuk on December 31 wounding five 

people. Twin IEDs detonations were also reported near a coffee shop in al-Qudis Street in central Kirkuk city; the 

attacks were reported to have injured five civilians.  On January 2, an IED exploded near the office of the 

Turkmen Front Party located in Kirkuk’s Aadhar neighbourhood, no casualties were reported. Security source in 

Kirkuk province reported that a lawyer was killed by unidentified gunmen in the south of the province on January 

4; the lawyer named Marwan Jubouri was killed in Oroba south of Kirkuk.   Security sources also reported that 

over 40 IS members had been killed in recent days in ongoing security operations in Hawijah district in the west 

of the province. 

 

Activity in Diyala province remains centred on the Diyala River Valley (DRV) area.  Alleged IS militants carried 

out an armed attack on December 29 in al-Awamer village in the outskirts of Qara Tepe, northeast of Baqubah, 

killing a tribal leader from the Jabour tribe. ISF announced the launch of operations to target IS cells in the Nada 

basin area in eastern Diyala province on January 1; the operations will target areas between Balad Ruz and 

Mandali on the Iranian border.    Thirteen IS militants were reported killed in a pre-emptive security operation 

carried out in Hambs and Asyoud villages of Muqdadiyah, northeast of Baqubah in Diyala province on December 

31.  ISF also reported that they intercepted and killed two IS suicide attackers as they attempted to detonate 

their explosive belts in Khalis, north of Baqubah. An IS Sharia jurist (Mufti) along with a number of companions 

were killed in a joint operation supported by helicopters in Al-Zour valley, 45 km northeast of Baqubah on 

January 1 according to Sadiq al-Husseini, the provincial security head in Diyala.  On January 4, Sadiq al-

Husayni, chairman of the Security Committee in Diyala province reported that an IS leader was killed in security 

operation in Silsilat Jibal Hamrin, in the northeast of Diyala.  Sources in Diyala also reported that the director of 

the Department of Cultivation and his brother disappeared in suspicious circumstances while traveling in his 

government vehicle in the area of Khanaqin on the evening of January 4. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Another relatively quiet reporting period in Anbar province, the majority of activity remains focused on the areas 

of al Qaim and the Syrian border to the north and south.  Several incidents were also reported to the north of 

Ramadi.  The commander of Al-Jazeera operations, Major General Qassim Mohammadi, stated that five IS 

suicide attackers were killed and one VBIED destroyed in clashes with Sunni tribesmen near Al Qaim on 

December 31.  Gunmen  attacked  a  security patrol  near  al-Thayei,  ISF  subsequently killed five  militants  all  

wearing suicide belts.  Commenting on the attack, the security committee of Anbar provincial council said IS 

continues to attempt to infiltrate the province through sophisticated tunnel systems from Syria.   

 

A policeman was reported to have been wounded by a UVIED affixed to his vehicle in the Albu Dhiyab region, 

north of Ramadi.  Separate reports also claimed that a bomb-laden motorcycle exploded in the Albu Dhiyab 

region, killing one person and injuring another.  An IS legacy cache of weapons and ammunition was reported to 

have been discovered inside a damaged school in Karma in eastern Anbar province.  Iraqi forces reportedly 

killed upto 15 IS militants on the Syrian border west of the country.  In a statement on January 2, the interior 

ministry said it had received intelligence regarding the location of the militants, it added that those killed were in 

possession of medium-range weaponry and explosive belts.   

 

Three policemen were reported wounded in an IED strike against their patrol in al Qaim on January 4.  An officer 

of the border protection force was also reported wounded by a legacy IED in al Qaim district.  An unidentified 

person threw a grenade into the private residence of a tribal elder in Jazirat Al-Ramadi region, no casualties 

were reported.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Activity to the north of the capital followed established patterns with a mixture of SAF and IED attacks over the 

period.  To the north of the city, an IED was reported to have detonated near a local market in Shatti al-Taji area, 

injuring three people.  Three individuals were reported arrested at a security checkpoint in Hussainiyah, north of 

Baghdad, for impersonating PMU and a roadside IED was also reported to have detonated against an army 

patrol in Tarmiyah, north of Baghdad, injuring two soldiers. 

 

Within the city area, one person was reported killed and around 19 others wounded in Baghdad on December 29 

when Iraqi football fans shot into the air in Baghdad to celebrate their team's 3-0 victory over Yemen.  The Iraqi 

Health Ministry also announced that 200 people were injured by fireworks while celebrating New Year in the 

capital and that several major injuries had resulted from the misuse of fireworks.   

Three people were injured in an IED explosion near shops in Bayaa in southwestern Baghdad.  Gunmen 

reportedly affiliated with Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq (AAH) were reported arrested after an altercation with security 

personnel at a checkpoint in Baghdad city, no further details were reported.  The owner of a retail electronics 

store was reported to have been injured in a close-quarter shooting by gunmen carrying suppressed weapons in 

Shaab in north-eastern Baghdad. A civilian was also reported to have been killed in a close-quarter shooting by 

gunmen carrying suppressed weapons in Abu Ghraib, west of Baghdad.  A UVIED detonated under the vehicle 

of a member of the Tribal Mobilization Forces in the al-Radwaniyah region, west of Baghdad on January 1.  One 

tribal fighter was seriously injured.  Elsewhere, one person was reported killed and three others wounded in an 

IED explosion near a livestock market in the Arab Jabour area south of Doura.  
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To the south of the capital, five people were reported wounded in an IED detonation near shops in Duwanim 

area in southwestern Baghdad.  An IED detonated near the industrial area in Latifiyah, south of Baghdad, killing 

one person and injuring two others.  Two individuals were reported arrested and unspecified quantities of 

weapons and ammunition were seized in a raid on a house in Madain, southeast of Baghdad an IED was also 

reported to have detonated near a local market in al-Wardiah area of Madain. Multiple IEDs were also reported 

found and cleared and a cache of explosives seized in an operation in Sayed Abdullah and Shaka area, south of 

Baghdad.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Babil province media reports on January 1 claimed that IS militants have infiltrated into northern Babil 

province toward the Jurf al-Sakhr region from Amiriyet al-Fallujah and al-Jazeera region in Anbar, with the intent 

of targeting PMU forces in the area, no further details were reported.  In Wasit province, ISF were reported to 

have arrested an individual from Baghdad province on Article IV terrorism charges in the area of Kut.  A separate 

arrest detained a resident of Qalat Salih in Maysan province who was in possession of 200 narcotics tablets and 

a small quantity of Crystal Meth at a security checkpoint in Al-Lij region, north of Kut. The body of a 25-year-old 

male was reported found inside a house in central Diwaniyah on January 2.  ISF were also reported to have 

arrested five Pakistani nationals travelled from Baghdad at the Daraa al-Janoub main security checkpoint on 

Route Tampa / Highway 1 in Qadisiyah province on possession of 2.5 kg of narcotics.  On January 4, nine 

wanted individual were reported to have been arrested on various criminal charges in a series of raids across 

Diwaniyah province.   

 

In Dhi Qar province, families of ‘fallen’ PMU members were reported to have protested in in Nasr, north of 

Nasiriyah on January 3, to demand financial support.  The body of a 32-year-old ISF member bearing gunshot 

injuries was recovered inside his home in western Nasiriyah.  On January 4, the Hawks Intelligence Cell Director 

Abu-Ali al-Basri reported the arrest five terrorists who admitted involvement in the attacks that took place in Dhi 

Qar Governorate on September 14, 2017. Al-Basri praised As Sulaymaniyah Counterterrorism Agency for its 

cooperation in the arrest of the terrorists. 
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A number of people were reported killed and injured in tribal clashes that erupted in Qalat Salih, south of Amarah 

in Maysan province on December 31.  Early January saw a large-scale security operation supported by 

helicopters in Kahlaa and al-Majar al-Kabir, south of Amarah in Maysan; a number of criminal suspects were 

reported arrested and large quantities of weapons confiscated. Two individuals were also reported arrested in 

Qalat Salih on narcotics trafficking charges. 

 

Activity in Basra province followed recent trends with a mixture of tribal clashes, low level IED events and 

criminal activity and arrests. Several people were also reported arrested in Basra over the holiday period for 

firing indiscriminately with their weapons over the New Year celebrations.  Local sources reported ongoing heavy 

tribal fighting in the Shafi area north of Basra city on January 1, three individuals were reported arrested.  Further 

tribal clashes were reported in Qurna, north of Basra on January 3, ISF were reported to have been deployed to 

the area.  An IED was also reported to have detonated outside a house in the Qarmat Ali, north of Basra, 

causing minor damage to the outer wall of the property. The attack was assessed as likely connected with tribal 

feuding in the area. Local sources reported ongoing tribal SAF in the Qarmat Ali area on the afternoon of 

January 5, which closed Route Topeka (Hwy 6). Twelve IEDs were also reported found in an unspecified raid in 

central Basra city.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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