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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on the ongoing 

‘negotiations’ between Baghdad and Erbil to resolve their differences following last years’ referendum and the 

political maneuverings as Iraqi parties position themselves for campaigning ahead of the May 12 elections.  

 

 Islamic State’s activity will continue to dominate security reporting with the focus on the potential resurgence of 

an insurgent campaign in the areas of northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear 

remaining IS pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and 

along the Syrian border.  

 

 While a significant IS resurgence is unlikely to occur in the short term, the group is likely undergoing a period 

of realignment into a more cellular asymmetric structure. The returning focus on terrorist activity may be a pre-

cursor for high-profile attacks in Baghdad, as seen on January 15 when a double suicide bombing targeted 

civilians in the city centre. However, these have remained sporadic so far, constrained by security footprint, 

particularly in Baghdad city. Going forwards, the ability to stage high-profile attacks at shorter intervals would 

be an indicator of terrorist networks’ capability. IS has expressed the intent to increase tempo of operations in 

the attempt to influence the pre-election period, though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile 

attacks remains in question. 

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have 

been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala; Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over 

Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in northern Dohuk province. While 

international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain entrenched in the political positions. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors, including the 

outcome of parliamentary elections, the timeframe to form a new government and the resolution of the 

outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring US presence in Iraq 

and the future role of the PMUs also remain a major question.  

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the country, 

it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between 

radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

 

 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 

connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is however 

little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to a terrorist asymmetric model in an 

attempt to reinvigorate itself.  

   

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general. Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of Shia 

militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Islamic State eyes bigger role in Kirkuk province 
The high-profile, deadly IS attack on Iraqi security personnel in oil-rich Kirkuk is a reminder of the group's recent 

threat to step up attacks in the province.  "Kirkuk is the biggest target for the mujahidin", an IS official had said in 

a recent interview by the group, explaining that IS had plans to expand its operations there.  On February 18, IS 

militants disguised as military personnel ambushed members of the Shia-dominated Popular Mobilisation Forces 

(PMF) in a village in Hawijah, IS's former stronghold in southwestern Kirkuk, killing 27 of them. IS claimed the 

attack had left 30 PMF dead. The ambush has been widely covered in Iraqi media and has led to strong criticism 

against the government given the scale of the attack and the fact that the military had announced victory against 

IS in Kirkuk.  It has also prompted the government to launch an operation the following day to clear parts of 

southwestern Kirkuk of IS pockets.   IS supporters online have widely shared news of the attack to prove that IS 

was still a potent force in Iraq. Their comments suggested they are pinning much hope on the development, 

seeing it as a possible prelude to IS's resurgence in Iraq.  

 

UN stresses the importance of the parliamentary elections in the country 

The UN secretary-general's special representative for Iraq has stressed the importance of parliamentary 

elections in the country scheduled for May 12. "Credible and acceptable elections with high voter turnout, 

including in the liberated areas and in the Kurdistan region of Iraq, and with specific measures to facilitate 

women's participation, will empower the new government to implement reforms, improve accountability and 

promote inclusiveness and reconciliation between different components and groups on Iraq," Jan Kubis told the 

Security Council.  Many of Iraq's political forces have decided to form cross-sectarian, cross-ethnic coalitions 

across the political spectrum, he said. The Independent High Electoral Commission has registered 205 political 

parties, and 27 political coalitions are approved to contest in the elections, he noted.  It is essential that the 

elections will confirm the vision of Iraqis working together across the sectarian and ethnic divides in pursuing the 

needed political, economic and social reforms based on the principles of citizenship with equal rights, justice and 

opportunity for all and good governance, he said.   

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 ELOPMENTS  
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Political 
 
UN stresses the importance of the parliamentary elections in the country 

The UN secretary-general's special representative for Iraq has stressed the importance of parliamentary 

elections in the country scheduled for May 12. "Credible and acceptable elections with high voter turnout, 

including in the liberated areas and in the Kurdistan region of Iraq, and with specific measures to facilitate 

women's participation, will empower the new government to implement reforms, improve accountability and 

promote inclusiveness and reconciliation between different components and groups on Iraq," Jan Kubis told the 

Security Council.  Many of Iraq's political forces have decided to form cross-sectarian, cross-ethnic coalitions 

across the political spectrum, he said. The Independent High Electoral Commission has registered 205 political 

parties, and 27 political coalitions are approved to contest in the elections, he noted.  It is essential that the 

elections will confirm the vision of Iraqis working together across the sectarian and ethnic divides in pursuing the 

needed political, economic and social reforms based on the principles of citizenship with equal rights, justice and 

opportunity for all and good governance, he said.  "Only a new government based on such an approach will 

guarantee the future of Iraq as a united, democratic, fully sovereign and independent federal state, as a factor of 

stability, cooperation and prosperity for its people and for the region".   

 

Kubis, who is also head of the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq, cautioned that a number of challenges remain.  

The voluntary and dignified return of internally displaces persons (IDPs) is an issue critical for the success and 

credibility of the elections, he noted. In the months ahead, the government expects as many as 2 million of the 

2.5 million IDPs will return home.  Providing a security environment by the Iraqi security forces, which enables 

voters to exercise their right to vote in safety, free from terror, fear or intimidation, is an overriding concern, said 

Kubis.  Although the Islamic State terrorist group has been defeated, the organization and its sleeper cells 

continue to post a threat, he warned.  In addition, the new electronic ballot counting system, including the 

customization and development of the software for results tabulation continues to be a work in progress and 

requires accelerated support, he said. Observation of the elections, both domestic and international, will be a 

vital component in fostering credibility and acceptance of the results, said Kubis. 

 

Iraq: Maliki’s Coalition Denies Striking ‘Secret Alliance’ with Abadi 

The State of Law Coalition, headed by former Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, has denied that Al-Maliki had 

signed a secret agreement with current Premier al-Abadi over the formation of a new government after the May 

parliamentary elections.  Coalition spokesman Abbas al-Moussawi said in a statement: “Talk of post-elections 

alliances between the State of Law Coalition and any other bloc is premature” “Any claims about this issue are 

inaccurate,” he added.  Earlier, MP Ali al-Allaq, of the Al-Nasr Coalition, had spoken of a handwritten deal 

between Maliki and Abadi to strike an alliance after the parliamentary elections in order to establish the largest 

political bloc that can form a government.  Allaq is also affiliated with Abadi’s Dawa party. Political Iraqi circles 

were alarmed with his revelation, saying that despite the two leaders’ apparent disagreement, they are in fact 

seeking to monopolize the formation of a new government.  MP Jabbar al-Abadi, who is close to the PM, 

condemned Allaq’s statements, saying that “they do not favour” either Abadi or Maliki.  He told press that should 

even such a deal between the two officials exist, it will remain secret and it cannot be revealed to the public.  

“Everyone knows of the rift between Maliki and Abadi. Anyone who favours the former will be opposed to the 

latter,” he added. He therefore ruled Allaq’s claim as an attempt to deceive the public. State of Law MP Rihab al-

Abbouda meanwhile also denied the existence of such a deal between the rival Iraqi officials, saying that such a 

claim was aimed at making electoral gains. 

 

Prime Minister Al-Abadi addresses Munich Security Conference audience 

Prime Minister al-Abadi reportedly addressed the Munich Security Council on February 18, during which he 

emphasised the achievement made in the fight against IS, praising the contribution made by the federal forces 

and, notably, the Peshmerga.  Abadi also stressed that Iraq has emerged more united than ever following the 

defeat of IS and the restoration of federal control over all areas of the country. Abadi further praised international 
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support in the next stage of reconstruction and restoration, including support shown during the Kuwaiti 

reconstruction conference.   

 

Iraqi PM: Talks on flight ban on Kurdistan’s airports in ‘final stages’  

According to press, Baghdad is finalizing the process of sending public salaries for Kurdistan Regional 

Government (KRG) civil servants, and talks on lifting the international flight embargo on the Kurdistan Region’s 

airports is in its final stages.  For months, Prime Minister of Iraq Haider al-Abadi has said that the Federal 

Government of Iraq would send the salaries of KRG employees. Baghdad, however, has yet to send any money, 

prompting Kurdish officials and people in the Kurdistan Region to describe his statements as 

‘propaganda.’.  Meanwhile, in an interview with German DW Television Abadi stated that “We are very close to 

providing salaries to employees (and there must be) proper supervision so that we can ensure that salaries go to 

the employees and not go to the parties, and this is a serious and important issue”.  Asked about the 

international flight ban on the Kurdistan Region’s airports, Abadi said the embargo would be lifted once federal 

authority is established on the airports.  The ban has been in effect since September 29, 2017, and has had a 

negative impact on the autonomous Kurdistan Region’s economy and humanitarian aid in the area.  The Iraqi 

Premier added that international flights would ‘soon’ resume, stating “we are in the final stages of negotiations 

with the Kurds in this regard.”  He pointed out that for the first time in Iraqi history, the federal government had 

sent technical teams to review and audit the names of employees in ministries in the Kurdistan Region.  “The 

task is not easy. There is an accumulation of many years-worth of work,” Abadi said, noting that the Kurdistan 

Region has been “almost separate” from Iraq since the early 1990s. 

 

Kirkuk council reportedly files oil case against Iraq government 

Kirkuk Governorate Council has reportedly filed a complaint at the Iraqi Supreme Court against the federal 

government for taking unilateral steps on the governorate's oil.  A press report on February 19 cited three moves 

that it said Baghdad has taken without consultation with local government: An agreement with British Petroleum 

(BP) to develop Kirkuk oil fields; efforts to export oil to Iran and Turkey; and exporting oil to Iran via tankers.  

Though the report referred to these three steps as "contracts", only the third relates to an agreement that is 

already being realised. The other moves remain in the initial stages.  

 

The head of the Kurdish Fraternity List at Kirkuk Governorate Council, Muhammad Kamal, told press, "In 

accordance with the federal constitution, in provinces that produce oil, there should be coordination with the local 

governments and no contracts should be signed without consultation with the local administrations".  Head of 

Kirkuk Governorate Council, Rebwar Talabani, stated that the federal government "does not listen to any articles 

of the constitution or laws".  He said the majority at the council were hoping that "our demands take the form of a 

legal case against the Iraqi government.  According to the report, the council has filed 13 complaints at the 

Supreme Court against the Iraqi government concerning "violations" by Iraqi security forces and the government 

since October.  It added that since the federal takeover, the people of Kirkuk have not benefited from the 

governorate's oil wealth, whereas prior to the takeover local government was given 10m dollars per month by the 

Kurdistan Regional Government for exporting its oil.  

Security 
 

Islamic State eyes bigger role in Kirkuk province 

The high-profile, deadly IS attack on Iraqi security personnel in oil-rich Kirkuk is a reminder of the group's recent 

threat to step up attacks in the province.  "Kirkuk is the biggest target for the mujahidin", an IS official had said in 

a recent interview by the group, explaining that IS had plans to expand its operations there.  On February 18, IS 

militants disguised as military personnel ambushed members of the Shia-dominated Popular Mobilisation Forces 

(PMF) in a village in Hawijah, IS's former stronghold in southwestern Kirkuk, killing 27 of them. IS claimed the 

attack had left 30 PMF dead. The ambush has been widely covered in Iraqi media and has led to strong criticism 

against the government given the scale of the attack and the fact that the military had announced victory against 

IS in Kirkuk.  It has also prompted the government to launch an operation the following day to clear parts of 
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southwestern Kirkuk of IS pockets.   IS supporters online have widely shared news of the attack to prove that IS 

was still a potent force in Iraq. Their comments suggested they are pinning much hope on the development, 

seeing it as a possible prelude to IS's resurgence in Iraq.  

 

In a January 2018 edition, IS's weekly Arabic-language newspaper al-Naba featured an interview with an 

unidentified "special source" from IS's so-called "Kirkuk Province".  The IS official was cited as saying that the 

group was "awaiting the right opportunity to use car bombs, martyrdom operations and commando attacks" in 

Kirkuk, noting its strategic significance for the jihadist group. He claimed that despite IS's loss of Hawijah in 

October, the group has recently started to regain power in the province as locals have allegedly gone back to 

supporting its militants there. He said that many who had supported Iraqi forces against IS had since "repented" 

and switched sides. He also indicated that IS had benefited from the power change in oil-rich Kirkuk - from 

Kurdish Peshmerga forces to Iraqi federal forces following the result of the Kurdish referendum in September 

2017.  While the US-led coalition had provided aerial support to the Peshmerga, said the IS official, such support 

"is almost entirely absent today," which he said has allowed IS to resurface in the province.  In al-Naba, the 

official also elaborated on IS tactics in Kirkuk.  He listed at least one example in which IS militants masqueraded 

as government forces and set up a fake checkpoint to ambush security personnel - similar to the 18 February 

ambush.  Since losing its strongholds in Iraq late last year, IS's attacks in the country have been focused on a 

cluster of three provinces. They are, in order of heightened activity, Diyala in the east, Kirkuk in the centre-north 

and Salah al-Din in the centre. IS claimed 17 attacks, most of them low-profile, in Kirkuk in January, and 18 

attacks between 1-20 February.   

 

Senior IS leader al-Ithawi caught in Turkey’s northwest extradited to Iraq 

Iraqi authorities stated on February 15 that Ismail Alwan Salman al-Ithawi, a key leader of the Islamic State of 

Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), has been extradited to Iraq from Turkey.  AI-Ithawi, 55, was tracked to Turkey’s north 

western Sakarya province, detained and returned through cooperation between Turkish, Iraqi and U.S. 

intelligence agencies, a senior official in the interior ministry’s Falcons unit hunting IS members told press.  The 

break came after his unit had “infiltrated the highest levels” of the jihadist group, he said.  A native of the Iraqi 

city of Ramadi, Ithawi was the group’s “minister” in charge of religious edicts and headed an IS committee that 

decided on senior appointments, according to the official.  He had fled the group’s now-shattered “caliphate” in 

Syria and was living under his brother’s name in northern Turkey.  “We asked our ambassador in Ankara to 

intervene with the Turkish authorities by providing the arrest warrant issued by Iraqi courts and recent photos of 

Ismail,” the official said.   

 

Iraq Court Convicts 'Duped' IS Foreign Widows 

On February 18, the Baghdad courts sentenced to death a Turkish woman and 11 other foreign widows to life in 

jail for belonging to Islamic State. The 12 women, 11 Turks and an Azeri, some of whom appeared in the dock 

nursing infants, were convicted despite their pleas that they had been duped or forced by their husbands to join 

them in Iraq. The women, aged between 20 and 50, were all arrested in Mosul or Tal Afar where their husbands 

were killed as Iraqi forces recaptured the northern cities from IS last year. The state-appointed defence lawyers 

argued that the women had all been duped into coming to Iraq and were not involved in any acts of violence. But 

they were found guilty under Article 4 of Iraq's anti-terrorism law against "any person who commits, incites, 

plans, finances or assists in acts of terrorism" and for illegal entry into the country. A total of 509 foreign women, 

including 300 Turks, are being held in Iraq with 813 children, according to a security source.  In addition, it was 

reported that a German teenager who ran away from home and joined IS has also been jailed for six 

years.  Linda Wenzel has been in jail in Baghdad for her role as an Islamic Sharia law-enforcer with the terror 

group, which she joined at 15.   

 

Iraq's Abadi orders investigation into Shia militias in Hawijah 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has ordered an investigation into the deployment of the Shia-dominated 

Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) in Hawijah, Kirkuk province.  Abadi called on the militias to abide by the 

instructions given by the armed forces before "carrying out any security operations".  He also called on the 
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federal police and Joint Operations Command to carry out an investigation into what he described as a terrorist 

attack on 27 PMF members on 18 February. They were killed in Hawijah during operations to clear the areas of 

remaining pockets of IS militants.  "The investigation will look into who gave orders for limited PMF deployment," 

Abadi said.  

 

Pentagon stops budgeting for Peshmerga salaries 

According to press reports, the Pentagon’s fiscal year 2019 budget does not specifically dedicate payments for 

the Kurdish Peshmerga after it stepped back from the front lines of the fight against the Islamic State.  The 

Trump administration’s budget proposal for next fiscal year no longer carves out dedicated payments for 

Peshmerga salaries even as the Pentagon aims to continue training the Kurdish force.  The Department of 

Defence had requested $365 million in stipends for the year that ends September 30 but did not spend the 

money after negotiations to extend an expiring memorandum of understanding broke down in September. Iraqi 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi had reportedly agreed to pay the Peshmerga wages last October, but a US 

Inspector General report released earlier this month said the Kurdish fighters still hadn’t been paid.  Instead, 

President Donald Trump’s budget request for the year starting October 1 seeks $850 million to train and equip 

Iraqi troops with a focus on bolstering the Iraqi Security Forces with Ranger brigades. As part of that amount, the 

Peshmerga force of about 150,000 could still be eligible for up to $290 million in so-called operational 

sustainment funds aimed at preventing the Iraqi government from becoming more reliant on Iran and Russia, 

according to budget language.   

 

The shift in focus by the United States comes as the Iraqi Kurds have been marginalized by Baghdad following 

the Kurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) controversial independence vote in September. As a result, US and 

Peshmerga officials are at odds over how much assistance is actually getting through to Erbil since Baghdad has 

to sign off on any weapons shipments to the Kurdish troops.  “Right now, the Iraqis are stopping a lot of stuff,” 

said Michael Knights, a researcher at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.  Though the Pentagon 

acknowledges that the Peshmerga proved helpful to the US-backed coalition until the beginning of the Mosul 

fight in 2016, the Kurdish force has faced difficulties in assimilating US equipment, experts say, in part because 

the Peshmerga relies on its own training structures and tactical formations. The US-led coalition said in 

December that 5,200 American advisers in Iraq had stopped advising the Peshmerga as the Pentagon appears 

set to draw down its presence.  Over the past year, the United States also sold the Iraqi government nearly $300 

million worth of military equipment to outfit two infantry brigades with M-16 rifles, .50 calibre machine guns, up-

armoured Humvees and mine-resistant vehicles. That was cut down from an initial effort to outfit four Peshmerga 

brigades — each typically between 4,000 to 8,000 troops — including a border unit. 

 

The US-led force has trained 26,000 Peshmerga over the course of the anti-IS mission that began in 2014. Even 

though the funding stream appears to be in a winnowing process, the United States and the KRG remain 

engaged in high-level dialogues, with the Peshmerga still playing an important role as the Pentagon aims to curb 

the influence of Iran-backed Shiite militias that are enmeshed in the Iraqi Security Forces.  In meetings in 

Washington in November, the head of the KRG’s Department of Foreign Relations called for the United States to 

do more to encourage talks with Baghdad and keep tenuous supply lines open on the border, including the Fish 

Khabur crossing, a critical lifeline for the 2,000 US troops serving in Syria.  

 

Iraq Receives First Batch of Russian T-90 Battle Tanks 

Iraq has received the first batch of Russian-made T-90 battle tanks as part of a purchase agreement signed last 

year, according to an Iraqi Defence Ministry spokesman. “The first batch of Russian tanks arrived on February 

15 at Umm Qasr Port - they have since been transported to Baghdad via the city of Basra”.  The delivery comes 

as part of a purchase agreement signed last year between Iraq and Russia for a total of 73 T-90s. “The rest of 

the tanks will be delivered gradually,” the Defence Ministry source said, pointing out that the first batch of tanks 

would enter into service “in the coming days”. 
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Economy 
 

Iraq oil exports at 100,000 bpd 

The Ministry for Oil confirmed that Iraq is exporting around 100,000 barrels per day (bpd) of fuel oil from its 

southern terminals on the Gulf, with most of it being shipped to Asia. 500,000 cubic metres of fuel oil are being 

shipped monthly from jetties at the Khor al-Zubair terminal, near the Um al-Qasr port in Basra. 420,000 cubic 

metres of which was transported by pipeline from storage tanks at the Basra refinery, and another 80,000 cubic 

metres are being transported by trucks from Iraq's smaller refineries in the central and southern Iraq. Iraq’s fuel 

oil production has been increasing steadily over the last few years with production in 2017 averaging at 267,000 

(bpd), up from 220,000 (bpd) in 2016. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the Kurdish region, in terms of security incidents, the region has remained relatively quiet, however there has 

been evidence of an increase in demonstrations, particularly in Erbil, related to the continued financial state of 

the region, but also as a result of the consequences of the continued closure of Sulaymaniyah and Erbil 

international airports.  On February 18 and again on February 21, hundreds of people with disabilities reportedly 

demonstrated outside the UNAMI compound in Erbil city, to demand international intervention in pressing the 

federal government to lift sanctions against the KR-I which they say has impacted on the health sector since 

November 2017.  The group stated that they were tired of economic hardships and pharmaceutical shortages 

due to sanctions imposed by the federal government in Baghdad saying that they hoped the U.N. would 

pressure Iraq into dropping these sanctions.  An increase in crime has also been evident this week, which may 

reflect an increasing desperation of some members of the population as Federal Government punitive measures 

continue to effect the population.  Among other low-level criminal incidents reported, two Kurdish individuals 

were arrested in connection with an armed robbery against a massage parlour in the Ankawa area of Erbil city 

on February 19. 

 

Meanwhile, Turkish offensive action in the north has continued this week.  The focus of attacks during the 

reporting period appears to have been the Sidekan area with airstrikes hitting PKK positions in the region on 
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three consecutive days between February 18–21.  A Turkish soldier was also reportedly killed in an explosion 

near the Turkish border in the Sidekan area after the mayor of the town of Mergasor in northern Erbil 

Governorate stated that "PKK guerrillas have planted a number of mines" in the border area with Turkey recently  

 

In Nineveh, active IS presence in the province and its border region with Syria continues with the area of Tal 

Asfuk being a particular location where IS have attempted to break through ISF lines, using ‘shoot and scoot’ 

tactics from across the border. On February 18, multiple IS militants were killed and one vehicle was destroyed 

in a repelled attack in Tal Asfuk, and the following day, mortar assets of the 29th Brigade of the PMF targeting 

multiple IS hideouts located inside Syrian territories in the region.  In addition, on February 18, and an IS terror 

cell comprising seven prominent militants who were responsible for the execution of 200 civilians between 2014-

2017, was arrested in a operation in Hammam al-Alil, south of Mosul with further follow-up operations resulting in 

the arrest of two further individuals in the al-Quds and al-Tamim neighbourhoods in eastern Mosul. 

 

A number of mass graves have also been discovered during the reporting period.  A grave believed to contain 

the remains of 70 civilians and security personnel was uncovered in Athbah village of Shorah sub-district, south 

of Mosul and a second, containing 111 bodies was discovered near Qayara in the village of Ramdaniya.  The 

victims were believed to be either security personnel or members of an electoral commission.  Finally, a mass 

grave in Hajj’Ali village containing the remains of 80 local police members murdered by IS was also discovered. 

 

Mosul has continued to see IS activity in tandem with continued ISF arrest operations to sweep up IS sleeper 

cells in the city. Seven suspected IS militants were reportedly arrested in a series of raids across Mosul city on 

February 21, and three IS members were also killed by ISF border guards during an attempt to enter Iraqi 

territory near al-Baaj district, 120 km northwest of Mosul.  In more positive news, Nineveh Governor Nawfal al-

Akoub announced that it had been agreed to reopen the Mosul – Dohuk Road for commercial transit. As part of 

the governor’s decision, traders can move goods to and from Mosul effective from February 21.   

 

Activity in Salah-al-Din province remains focused in the province’s north eastern region around the contested 

town of Tuz Khourmatu, however further west in Bayji, coalition airstrikes were reported against IS targets to the 

west.  Kurdish Assayish forces conducted an operation in Daoudi village in the Zinana sub-district of Tuz 

Khourmatu in the north east of the province and repelled an ambush believed to have been set by the "White 

Flags" Kurdish/Sunni Arab militia.  The Assayish withdrew from the area after a sustained firefight without taking 

casualties and Sunni tribesmen also reportedly thwarted an IS attack on al-Namal village in the Makhoul region. 

Again, no casualties were reported.   

 

Western Kirkuk, including Hawijah, Rashad, and Zab districts have seen continued armed clashes and 

heightened levels of IED attacks in 2018, reflecting a significant IS presence in the region.  Although IS no longer 

controls territory in western Kirkuk it continues to operate as an effective guerrilla force in the countryside and 

the villages of western Kirkuk.  This has resulted in regular IED attacks targeting ISF and clashes with security 

forces initiated by both sides.  The militant network in Kirkuk extends into the Hamrin Mountains through into 

Diyala province, providing a network for infiltration into Kirkuk city itself.  Continued evidence of this was seen 

this week when a major incident occurred on February 18.  27 PMF members were ambushed and killed by IS in 

between the villages of Al-Saadouniya and Shahria in the sub district of Riyadh in the Hawijah pocket, 45 km 

southwest of Kirkuk.  Heavy clashes were subsequently reported between the Ali Akbar Brigade of the PMF and 

IS militants in the aftermath of the incident.  Iraqi paramilitary and police forces launched a follow-up operation to 

clear the area.  Meanwhile, PMF engineering units started to remove explosive devices from neighbouring Al-

Bazoul village.   

 

Diyala province continues to witness kinetic activity with the PMF stating that one IS vehicle had been destroyed 

in a search operation in the Hamrin Mountain region located between Diyala and SaD provinces.  In addition a 

number of coalition airstrikes were carried out this week resulting in the deaths of five militants located in an IS 

safe house north of Hamrin lake some 75 km northeast of the provincial capital Baquba.  The airstrike left 
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several IS leaders killed including a leader who was in charge of the administrative affairs in the province and his 

deputy.  Meanwhile, latest reporting indicates that the leader of IS in Diyala was also killed in a separate airstrike 

on February 23 according to the Diyala Operations Commander Mezher al-Ezzawy. He stated that the leader 

and one of his aides were killed in an air strike on Al-Khalawya district, to the northeast of Baqubah.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

IS activity along the border region with Syria has continued this week, with the border towns of Al-Rutbah and Al 

Qaim being the focus of militant activity.  At around 2000 hours on February 18, IS militants armed with heavy 

weapons attacked positions manned by Iraqi Army and Hashd al-Shaabi (PMF) units located along the Iraq-

Syria border, northwest of Al-Rutbah.  Although unconfirmed, it was stated that IS insurgents temporarily overran 

the positions and killed at least five ISF members, and then withdrew after they captured several trucks with food 

supplies and abducted several Kata’ib Hezbollah members. An IS-affiliated media platform later reported that IS 

claimed responsibility for the attack, and stated that as many as 10 Iraqi Army soldiers were killed during the 

operation. Approximately one hour later, uncorroborated reporting indicates that IS militants attacked an Iraqi 

Army position in the 70-Kilo area, located to the west of Rutbah, reportedly resulting in five ISF casualties. It was 

also reported that two ISF soldiers were killed and five wounded in an IED detonation against an IA patrol tasked 

with inspecting a dam south of Rutbah.  Twenty local truckers / smugglers from Anbar province were also 

reportedly killed in an ambush laid by IS militants at an unspecified location near the Syrian border, about 410 

km west of Ramadi, as they were enroute to cross into the Iraqi territories.   

 

On February 21, various press outlets reported that US Forces have imposed heightened security measures 

across a number of military installations in Iraq, including Al Asad Air Base in Hit District, Anbar, following a 

number of threats issued by various Hashd al-Shaabi groups against US presence in the country.  As a result of 

the deluge of anti-American rhetoric from various PMU groups, the United States has reportedly requested the 

Iraqi army to not allow PMU factions to go within 20km of US bases and other bases containing American troops. 

This move in itself is an indication that the US feels that the PMU could pose a serious threat to their troops 
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stationed in Iraq. The US is keen to keep troops in Iraq in order to maintain a political and military presence in 

the country that could counter Iran’s overbearing sway in the country’s affairs. 

 

Finally, and highlighting the continued danger from UXO / ERW in Anbar, a security source told press that as 

many as 40 IS legacy IEDs had been washed away by the recent heavy rains, and functioned prematurely in 

Ramadi, Hit, Fallujah and Rawah, without causing casualties.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Baghdad city has continued to see low-yield IED activity during the week, with six recorded IED detonations this 

week.  There were no high-profile attacks and incidents within the city were predominantly low-level and linked to 

criminal enterprise. An IED detonated near a local market in Shati al-Taji area of Kadhimiyah district in northern 

Baghdad city, wounding three people, and a barber was killed by a UVIED affixed to his vehicle in Furat 

neighbourhood of West Rashid District, southwestern Baghdad.  Three people were also wounded in an IED 

explosion near shops in Suwaib also in West Rashid.  Two people were wounded by a roadside IED in the Hawr 

Rajab area, near Dora, in East Rashid District and February 18 saw six people wounded in an IED attack outside 

a massage centre near Maysaloon Square in Ghadir in eastern Baghdad, which also damaged nearby buildings 

and shops.  A second massage parlour near the ‘Alwiya exchange in Karadh District was also targeted with an 

IED the day after on February 19, resulting in the wounding of five people.   

 

In a continuation of the spate of robberies seen in Baghdad over the past two weeks, a sum of money and a 

quantity of jewellery were stolen in an armed robbery at a private dwelling, also in New Baghdad District.  Finally, 

limited protest activity, over and above the usual Friday demonstrations in Tahrir Square, Rusafah District was 

evident on February 19, when hundreds of teachers protested in front of the Ministry of Finance building in 

Rusafah District, central Baghdad City, over alleged pay cuts.   

 

A relatively busy reporting period was evident this week in the wider Baghdad belts region with Abu Ghraib to the 

west of the city continuing to be the focus of low-yield IED attacks.  An IED reportedly detonated on MSR Tampa 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

24 February 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [17]                        garda.com/ips 

 

(Highway 1) in Abu Ghraib district although no casualties were reported and a second detonation took place in 

the same area on February 23 in a popular fruit and vegetable market, killing four people and wounding a 

number of others.   Other notable attacks include two separate IED detonations near shops in the Radwaniyah 

area south west of Baghdad and another near shops in Taji, north of Baghdad, which left one person killed and 

three others injured.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Basra province has been dominated this week by the initiation of major ISF operations to address the growing 

problem of criminality and tribal conflict in the region.  The security forces started with an initial clearance 

operation in the al Qibla area of Basra City on February 21.  The order to initiate the operation came directly from 

the Prime Minister.  A member of Basra Provincial Council, Ahmed Al-Sulaiti, stated that operations will last for 

approximately 15 days and were being supervised by Lieutenant General Abdul Amir Rashid al-Jarallah, Deputy 

Commander of the Joint Operations Command.   

 

Later this week, ISF focus shifted to the Hayyaniyah area, a Shia enclave known for high levels of crime with a 

subsequent visit to the area by Prime Minister al-Abadi himself.  February 23, saw IA search operations begin in 

al-Zubayr town with a heavy security presence seen searching selected houses and making arrests.   ISF 

reportedly arrested four individuals in the district who were accused of ‘destabilizing’ Basra province and 

provoking tribal conflicts.  Meanwhile, the head of the security committee in the Basra provincial council Jabbar 

al-Saadi, stated that ISF have a roster of around 1400 wanted individuals, adding that the ISF had achieved part 

of their objectives during the operation’s initial stages.   He said that those on the wanted list should surrender 

themselves peacefully in order to avoid conflict with the ISF. Extra Iraq troops from 36 Bde (9th Division) also 

arrived in the restive districts of Mozah and Sweib in al Qurna, with a probable directive to police restive tribal 

activity in the area.  Separately, limited protest activity has been witnessed in Basra province, with reports on 

February 19, stating that dozens of employees had demonstrated outside the Basra Port Authority building, 

demanding an improvement in working conditions, worker’s rights, administrative reform within the company and 

the removal of multiple authorities presiding over Basra Port.   
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The remainder of the southern provinces have seen routine activity including low-level crime and protest action 

over various issues, although notably, three individuals wanted on terrorism charges were arrested in two 

separate operations in al-Dawiyah and Qalat Sukkar, north of Nasiriyah and a civilian was wounded in an 

explosion of ERW in the outskirts of Suq al-Shuyukh district in Dhi Qar province, highlighting the continued 

danger from legacy munitions. 

 

Finally, an unconfirmed report stated that Isma'il al-Jayashi, member of Al Muthanna Governorate Council, 

announced that "the government is studying the possibility of handing over the [governorate's] security 

responsibility permanently to the Popular Mobilization Commission [PMC]" He said: "The formations that have 

been chosen so far to preserve security in the Al Badiyah area are Ansar al-Marji'iyah Brigade and Abtal al-

Warka' Regiment." He added that both formations are "familiar" with the area. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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