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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 

 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on the ongoing 

'negotiations' between Baghdad and Erbil to resolve their differences following last year’s referendum 

and political manoeuvrings as the Iraqi parties position themselves for campaigning ahead of the May 12 

parliamentary elections. 

 

 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 

of an insurgent campaign in the areas of northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear 

remaining IS pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar 

and along the Syrian border.  We have also seen a significant escalation in IS activity, particularly in 

Kirkuk province, where a marked increase in attacks against ISF has been evident, including the 

February 18 attack on PMF in Hawijah District, during which 27 PMF members were killed. 

 

 While a large-scale IS resurgence is unlikely to occur in the short term, the group is undergoing a period 

of realignment into a more cellular asymmetric structure.  The group’s capability to do this will depend on 

the ability of ISF to switch effectively from a ‘war fighting’ role to one more focused upon counter 

insurgency.  The returning focus on terrorist activity may be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks in 

Baghdad, as seen on January 15 when a double suicide bombing targeted civilians in the city centre. 

However, these have remained sporadic so far, constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad 

city. Going forwards, the ability to stage high-profile attacks at shorter intervals would be an indicator of 

terrorist capabilities. IS has expressed an intent to increase operational tempo in order to influence the 

pre-election period, though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile attacks remains in question. 

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed 

territories occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only 

over limited territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and 

provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Baghdad and Erbil also 

remain in a 'standoff' over Baghdad's demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in 

northern Dohuk province and the forced closure of Kurdistan’s airports to international flights. While 

international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain entrenched in their respective political 

positions. 

Medium to long term outlook  

 

 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors.  These 

include the outcome of parliamentary elections, the time frame to form a new government and the 

resolution of outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring 

US presence in Iraq and the future role of the PMUs also remain a major question. 

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the 

country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western 

Kirkuk. 
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 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 

connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is 

however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an asymmetric 

insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 

Basra and the southern provinces in general. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the 

return of Shia militia factions expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign 

against IS. 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Baghdad extends KR-I flight ban 

The Iraqi federal government has extended the existing flight ban to Kurdistan regional airports for three months 

until May 31, according to media reports on February 26. The extension of the ban will require travellers 

intending on traveling to or from Erbil International Airport or Sulaymaniyah International Airport to first receive 

an Iraqi visa and connect through Baghdad International Airport or Basra International Airport en route to their 

destination.  

Council of Ministers Sets Provincial Elections for December  
The Iraqi Council of Ministers has reportedly set the 22nd December 2018 as the date for the provincial elections 

to be held in Iraq. Previously, the provincial elections were scheduled for before the national elections; however, 

the fight against the IS as well as the ongoing displacement crisis prevented these from being held earlier. The 

vote was originally scheduled to be held on the 16th September 2017, but was later postponed with reports 

suggesting that they would be held in conjunction with the national elections set for May of this year. At the 

beginning of February, however, the Iraqi parliament voted to postpone the provincial elections until December. 

Although the date is yet to be ratified in a vote by the Iraqi parliament, the decision to hold the elections on the 

22nd December will unlikely draw opposition as most factions are in agreement about this postponement.  There 

are 447 open seats nationwide for the provincial elections. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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Political 
 
Baghdad extends KR-I flight ban 

The Iraqi federal government has extended the existing flight ban to Kurdistan regional airports for three months 

until May 31, according to media reports on February 26. The extension of the ban will require travellers 

intending on traveling to or from Erbil International Airport or Sulaymaniyah International Airport to first receive 

an Iraqi visa and connect through Baghdad International Airport or Basra International Airport en route to their 

destination.  

 

Council of Ministers Sets Provincial Elections for December  

The Iraqi Council of Ministers has reportedly set the 22nd December 2018 as the date for the provincial elections 

to be held in Iraq. Previously, the provincial elections were scheduled for before the national elections; however, 

the fight against the IS as well as the ongoing displacement crisis prevented these from being held earlier. The 

vote was originally scheduled to be held on the 16th September 2017, but was later postponed with reports 

suggesting that they would be held in conjunction with the national elections set for May of this year. At the 

beginning of February, however, the Iraqi parliament voted to postpone the provincial elections until December. 

Although the date is yet to be ratified in a vote by the Iraqi parliament, the decision to hold the elections on the 

22nd December will unlikely draw opposition as most factions are in agreement about this postponement.  There 

are 447 open seats nationwide for the provincial elections. 

 

Iraqi MPs want timetable for foreign troop withdrawal 

The Iraqi parliament passed a resolution on March 1 requesting a timetable from Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 

for the withdrawal of foreign troops from the country, the speaker’s office has stated.  “The Iraqi parliament 

expresses its gratitude to all countries which have supported Iraq in its fight against IS but calls for the 

government to draw up a timetable for the withdrawal of foreign troops”, it said in a statement.  In early February 

the Iraqi government confirmed reports that US military presence in the country will be drawn down following 

Baghdad’s declaration of victory over IS in December saying “The battle against Da’esh has ended and so the 

level of the American presence will be reduced - this does not mark the beginning of a complete US withdrawal 

however, and the drawdown is only in its early stages.   

 

Iraqi Parliament passes first two segments of 2018 Federal Budget 

On March 1, it was reported that the Iraqi parliament passed the first two segments of the 2018 federal budget. 

Kurdish MPs predictably boycotted the session as part of efforts to prevent a drop in the KRG’s share from 17% 

to 12.67% and other disagreements. However, as opposed to similar actions in the past, sufficient quorum was 

apparently reached in order to conduct the session, with Kurdish MPs later claiming that “most of their demands 

were not met”.  This included aspects of the budget for the Peshmerga, with operational costs reportedly 

covered, but not salaries. Additional reporting indicated the Iraqi Prime Minister, President, and Parliament 

Speaker conducted a closed-door meeting following these events in order attempt to resolve related issues. 

 

U.S. ready to open Jerusalem embassy in May: State Department 

The United States has said it will open its embassy to Israel in Jerusalem in May, a move from Tel Aviv that 

reverses decades of U.S. policy and is bound to trouble U.S. allies who have already objected.  U.S. President 

Donald Trump announced last December that the United States recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 

infuriating even Washington’s Arab allies and dismaying Palestinians who want the eastern part of the city as 

their capital.  No other country has recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and Trump’s decision has sown 

discord between the United States and the European Union over Middle East peace efforts.  “We are excited 

about taking this historic step, and look forward with anticipation to the May opening,” U.S. State Department 

spokeswoman Heather Nauert said, noting that it will coincide with Israel’s 70th anniversary.  The embassy in 

Jerusalem will be gradually expanded in existing consular facilities in the Arnona neighbourhood, while the 

search for a permanent site has already begun for what Nauert called a “longer-term undertaking.”  The interim 

embassy will have office space for the ambassador and a small staff and, by the end of 2019, a new embassy 
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annex on the Arnona compound will be opened, Nauert said in a statement.  The consulate in East Jerusalem 

will continue to serve Palestinians, and for security reasons U.S. Ambassador David Friedman will continue living 

in the residence in Herzliya, north of Tel Aviv, and commute to the relocated embassy, another official said, 

speaking on the condition of anonymity. A May opening is earlier than expected - U.S. Vice President Mike 

Pence told the Israeli parliament last month that the move would take place by the end of 2019.   

 

Saudi media delegation visits Iraq for first time in 28 years 

A Saudi media delegation has paid a rare visit to Iraq; the first in 28 years, as they met Iraqi foreign minister and 

parliament speaker.  During a meeting with the Saudi high-ranking media delegation, Iraqi Minister of Foreign 

Affairs Ibrahim al-Jaafari said Iraq was keen to "boost its bilateral relations with all world countries and interest 

common interests and face common dangers".  A statement on the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs' website 

quoted al-Jaafari as noting that Iraqi-Saudi relations were improving, and this was in the interest of the peoples 

of both countries.  The Saudi delegation was headed by Khaled bin Hamad al-Malek, chairman of the Saudi 

journalists association and editor-in-chief of the Saudi pro-government Al-Jazeera daily. Chairman of the Iraqi 

press association, Moayed al-Lami, who also heads the Arab press association, was also present at the 

meeting.  For their part, the delegation members stressed their keenness to work for bolstering bilateral ties 

between both countries and square up to all challenges that would complicate relations.   

 

Iraq seeks increasing cooperation with Russia on gas and military equipment 

On February 27, in a statement released from his office, Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari said that Iraq 

was seeking to increase cooperation with Russia on gas and military equipment.  During a meeting with Russian 

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in Moscow, Jaafari discussed the "bilateral relations between Baghdad and 

Moscow and ways to deepen their cooperation in all fields."  Jaafari stressed that "the Iraqi-Russian relations 

have seen a remarkable development in the past period and made achievements on all levels of interest to the 

two countries," noting that "investment opportunities for Russian companies are plentiful and open for work in 

Iraq."  "We seek to increase the volume of cooperation in the field of gas, and military equipment," Jaafari said, 

thanking Russia for the "training of 90 diplomatic staff and the exchange of diplomatic experience between the 

two countries," adding that "Iraq is seeking to mobilise international support and to have friendly countries to its 

side in the reconstruction of the infrastructure of Iraqi cities."  For his part, Lavrov pointed to the "regular 

meetings of the Iraqi-Russian Joint Committee as evidence of President Vladimir Putin’s and the Russian 

government’s interest in cooperating with Iraq in various fields, including the economic field, and strengthening 

Iraq’s defence force and military equipment."  On the 26 February, Iraqi government denied concluding any deal 

with Russia to supply S-400 anti-aircraft missiles, Iraqi government spokesman Saad al-Hadithi stated “so far, 

Iraq has not concluded any deal with Russia to import the S-400 air defence system."  Hadithi went on to say 

"talk about this deal is only in the media.  This matter is not subject to political, but rather purely military and 

technical considerations." 

 

Kurdish deputy PM criticizes Baghdad 'mind games' over pay 

Kurdistan Region Deputy PM Qubad Talabani has urged the central government in Baghdad to end what he 

described as its "mind games" and send salaries to the Kurdistan Region as promised according to press 

reports.  Talabani was referring to promises to pay public sector workers in the region in a speech he delivered 

at the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research.  The speech came a day after the Iraqi prime 

minister, Haider al-Abadi, said that Baghdad was working on the salaries but that since there were no federal 

authorities present in the Kurdistan Region, the process had to start "from scratch". However, he said difficulties 

would not prevent the government from paying the salaries soon.  The deputy premier said Baghdad has been 

sending committees to Kurdistan for months to audit the public-sector worker payroll and the region has 

complied with all its requests including providing its biometric data on the public-sector workforce.  Despite 

promises from Iraqi PM Haidar Al-Abadi to pay public sector workers, "we have seen nothing", he said.   

Security 
 

Iraqi PM’s office denies declaration of victory over IS was hasty 
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The prime minister’s office has repudiated claims that the declaration of victory over Islamic State extremists was 

premature, reiterating that the group does not enjoy any territorial influence anymore in the country.  Saad al-

Hadithi, a spokesperson of Iraqi premier Haider al-Abadi, saying that “winning the military battle is something we 

had previously determined, and back then, we never said that terrorist threats disappeared, they are still 

existent”.  “Terrorists had controlled nearly 40% of Iraq, and at present, there is no region under their control, but 

rather hiding cells at small agricultural or desert areas. That we had predicted, and dealing with through security 

efforts,” according to Hadithi.   

 

Al-Jaafari: Iraq intends to buy Russian missile defence system 

Iraqi Foreign Minister, Ibrahim Al-Jaafari, revealed that his country intends to buy a Russian missile defence 

system as part of its efforts to rebuild its weapons capabilities after the three-year with Islamic State.  The 

statement comes following a Russian-Iraqi Intergovernmental Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific and 

Technological Cooperation meeting. The chair of the Iraqi parliament’s Defence and Security Committee, Hakim 

al-Zamili, earlier said Iraq seeks to have the S-400 missile systems at its disposal to protect its territory from 

aerial threats. The country's primary modern air defence asset is its fleet of 35 x F-16s, although the aircraft have 

restrictions on their long-range combat capabilities 

 

Iraq sentences 16 Turkish women to death over ties with the Islamic State 

An Iraqi criminal court sentenced 16 Turkish women to death after finding them guilty of having links to the IS, a 

judicial official reported on February 25.  Another Turkish woman, accused of membership in the jihadist group 

was given a life sentence, a statement issued by the court added.  On February 22, the Iraqi government handed 

over to the Russian government four women and 27 children with links to the IS.  Baghdad is currently 

conducting trials for hundreds of foreign women and children who have been detained by Iraqi forces during 

military operations to liberate the country from the jihadist group over the past year.  Following the emergence of 

IS in Iraq and Syria in 2014, thousands of foreign nationals joined the jihadist group. Accompanying them were 

women who came from different parts of the world.  According to Iraq’s counterterrorism law, aiding or 

membership to the extremist group carries the penalty of life in prison or death.  

Humanitarian 
 

Thousands of Iraqis too scared to go home because of IS stigma 

Hundreds of Iraqi families forced to flee last year's fighting in Mosul are being prevented from returning home by 

their communities because they had a relative who joined Islamic State, an aid worker stated on February 

28.  Communities are also barring some families from accessing aid for the same reason, said Omar Ali, Iraq 

country director of British charity Human Appeal.  Others have had "ISIS family" daubed on their old homes, 

jeopardising their safety, he stated.  "There's a real social cohesion challenge for the future" said Ali.  Hundreds 

of thousands of people are still living in camps around Mosul after fleeing the city following IS’ loss of the city in 

2017.  Ali said thousands of people had been ostracised by their communities even though they never supported 

the militants and also warned that there was potential for land and property disputes as families return home 

because so few people have papers to prove ownership.  Ali said the war had left many women as head of their 

household, but many were illiterate and did not know how to obtain identity documents to access government 

help or food aid.  “Western Mosul is complete and utter devastation, everything is destroyed, everything is rubble 

- hospitals are decimated and lack medicines, and many children have been out of school for three years" he 

stated.  Although the government has promised people compensation to rebuild homes, it was "not coming any 

time soon" he added. 

 

1,294 killed in Iraq during February 

During the month of February, at least 1,294 people were killed or found dead, and another 266 were wounded. 

Although major outbreaks of fighting have ceased, there were still a considerable number of Islamic State-

related deaths and other attacks. It was also reported that many of the fatalities were people who had been 

found in mass graves that were scattered mostly around Mosul. This explains why the number of dead was 
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significantly higher than in January, but the number of reported wounded fell. In January, at least 747 people 

were killed, and 389 were wounded.  The breakdown is as follows: 411 civilians, 66 security personnel, and 761 

militants were reported killed. Separately, 49 Kurdistan Workers’ Party (P.K.K.) and five Turkish personnel were 

killed in their conflict; another nine Turks were wounded. Also, one U.S. service member and one British service 

member died in separate non-combat incidents.   

Economy 
 

KRG signals oil export cooperation with Baghdad 

A Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) spokesperson has stated that Erbil was ready to allow the Iraqi 

government to export oil from Kirkuk to international markets via the Kurdistan-Turkey pipeline.  Safeen Dizayee 

told press that despite the Iraqi government not taking any steps toward resolving the long-standing issues 

between Erbil and Baghdad, the KRG was ready for “full cooperation”.  Meanwhile, it was also reported on 

February 26 that a plan to truck oil from Iraq’s northern Kirkuk fields to Iran cannot be fully implemented due to 

ongoing security concerns.  Hamid Hosseini, the head of the Iran-Iraq chamber of commerce stated that Iraq and 

Iran have agreed to swap up to 60,000 barrels per day of crude produced from Kirkuk for Iranian oil to be 

delivered to southern Iraq.  About 30,000 barrels per day of crude was to be trucked to Iran’s Kermanshah 

refinery in the first instance.  However, Hosseini stated that “Iran is facing some problems to implement the 

agreement due to security issues” due to the fact that Iran did not have X-ray scanning equipment required to 

security scan the incoming fuel tankers.   

 

'No concrete agreement' over Kirkuk oil 

The Iraqi and Iraqi Kurdish government have not reached any concrete agreement on the export of Kirkuk oil via 

the Kurdistan Region pipeline, according to Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) Spokesman Safin Dizayee.  

The statement follows an announcement by Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi on February 27 that the federal 

government in Baghdad reached an agreement with Kurdistan Region authorities to resume Kirkuk oil exports.  

Abadi added that the Iraqi government and the Kurdistan Region had agreed to tackle other differences later.  

Speaking on March 1 to press, Dizayee said that the KRG had proposed the idea of using its pipeline to the 

Turkish port of Ceyhan.  Dizayee said Abadi's announcement indicates that Baghdad appears to be taking the 

KRG proposal seriously.  "Baghdad welcomes the proposal, as we saw Haidar Al-Abadi referring to the idea", 

however he said that "no concrete agreement has been reached", and added that the KRG hopes "a positive 

agreement" will follow.  

 

Iraq’s budget commits KRG to returning revenue of Kirkuk oil sales 

The Iraqi federal budget for the fiscal year 2018 reportedly commits the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) 

to returning the revenue of Kirkuk oil sales between 2014 and 2017. The Iraqi Parliament held a session on 

March 1 to vote on the proposed 2018 federal budget bill.  Iraqi lawmakers approved 12 of 48 articles in the 

budget bill during the session, which was boycotted by the Kurdish representatives.  According to Articles 9 and 

10 of the bill, the amount of oil revenue sold by the KRG between 2014 and 2017 in the Kirkuk oil fields will now 

be classed as a loan to the Kurdish government.  The amount will be cut from the budget share of the Kurdistan 

Region for the fiscal year 2018 and be given to the Kirkuk governorate, according to the report.  Another term of 

the Articles commits the KRG to returning Kirkuk petrodollars deposited into the Kurdistan Region’s banks.  The 

KRG is also abided by exporting 250,000 barrels of oil per day from the region’s oil fields through Iraqi State 

Organization for Marketing Oil (SOMO), according to article 10. An amount of money from the budget of the Iraqi 

ground forces is allocated to the Peshmerga forces considered as part of the Iraqi security system, according to 

the same article.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In terms of security incidents, the reporting period has been dominated by the attack on two members of Kurdish 

Iranian separatists in the south eastern outskirts of Erbil City.  At around 1600 hours on 1 March, a UVIED 

detonated against a Hyundai SUV in Bnaslawa Town. The vehicle was transporting a father and son who were 

members of the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI), an Iranian-Kurdish separatist group. Both were 

severely wounded in the incident, including the father who was said to be a PDKI commander. Later reporting 

indicated one of the members died from wounds sustained.  The PDKI later issued a statement accusing Iran of 

utilizing a remote controlled under vehicle IED against the vehicle, and denouncing the attack.  

 

Widespread demonstrations have also continued, not only in regard to domestic issues but also in response to 

international events.  On February 24, thousands of Kurds reportedly protested in Erbil, Sulaymaniyah and 

Halabja provinces, denouncing Turkish military operations in the Kurdish-controlled Afrin District of Syria.  There 

has also been evidence of an increase in demonstrations, particularly in Erbil, related to the continued financial 

state of the region, but also as a result of the consequences of the continued closure of Sulaymaniyah and Erbil 

international airports, with many people with disabilities saying vital medical aid is now curtailed due to the ban, 

which was extended for 3 months by the Iraqi government this week.   

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

3 March 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [11]                        garda.com/ips 

 

Meanwhile, Turkish offensive action in the north has continued.  Turkish armed forces reportedly destroyed 

shelters and gun emplacements belonging to PKK guerrillas in northern Iraq on February 24 in a continuation of 

last week’s step-up in operations.  According to the Turkish General Staff, the warplanes hit targets in the Zap 

region. After a brief pause during the middle of the week, Turkish airstrikes resumed, with four PKK members 

killed and a multiple rocket launcher destroyed in an airstrike in the Hakurk / Kani Rash region of northern Iraq.   

 

An uptick in IS activity has also been evident in the GoI controlled areas to the south west of Erbil province.  

Federal police reportedly repulsed an attack by IS in Makhmour district killing three insurgents in the fighting and 

ISF also killed two suicide bombers on February 26, as IS insurgents wearing explosive belts attempted to attack 

a main headquarters of security forces in Tahona village in northern Makhmour district, in south western Erbil 

province.   

 

Nineveh province has continued to see an increase in IS-related attacks this week, particularly along the 

Nineveh / Syrian border and in particular the Tall Asfuk, Badush and Ba’aj areas.  On February 25, elements of 

20 IA Bde fired 27 missiles from a Stryker armoured vehicle at a cave in Ba'aj district in which 30 x IS militants 

were hiding and which was believed to have been an explosives store - all 30 IS members were killed and the 

cave destroyed in a large explosion, according to an ISF spokesman.  Later this week it was also reported that 

coalition airstrikes killed 25 IS members hiding in tunnels in the Badush heights killing eight leaders.  Popular 

Mobilization Force artillery assets reportedly targeted an IS hideout inside the Syrian territories near Tal Asfuk 

village and the PMF's 29th Brigade [Kata'ib Ansar al-Hujjah] also reported that it had foiled an IS "infiltration 

attempt" into its sector in Tall Asfuk on March 02, killing four fighters.   

 

Activity in Salah-al-Din province remains constant and northern Salah-al-Din including the Bayji and Shirqat 

areas are seeing an elevated level of confrontation between IS and ISF, primarily driven by the continued 

expansion of ISF search and clear operations in those regions.  It has also been evident this week that a number 

of PMF units have been redeployed from Salah-al-Din into Kirkuk province in order to combat the growing threat 

from renewed IS activity in the province. Meanwhile, despite operations to clear Tuz Khourmatu of the dissident 

Sunni / Kurdish ‘White Flags’ militia group, it continue to be active in the town, with at least one attack attributed 

to the grouping during the reporting period.  

 

Kirkuk province also remains an area of concern, with continued IS attacks reported this week, particularly to the 

south and west of the province in Hawijah, Rashad and Dibis districts, and indicates that IS is recovering 

operational capacity following their losses during the September and October ISF offensives last year. We have 

also seen what appears to be an increasing IS focus on Kirkuk city itself.  A failed motorcycle VBIED attack was 

reported in Kirkuk city on February 27, and an IS SVEST attack was launched against the base of Asa’ib Ahl al-

Haq in Kirkuk city at 06:15 am local time on February 25.  It was reported that a suicide bomber tried to enter the 

base of the Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq, which is part of Hashd Shaabi (PMF) brigades, near the Marjan Hotel in Saha 

Tayran neighbourhood in central Kirkuk city.  Guards at the base reportedly opened fire on the attacker which 

detonated his explosive vest, killing him before reaching the entrance of the base.  Three militia members were 

injured in the attack.   

   

Diyala province has been somewhat subdued this week, however in one incident of note, a shepherd was killed 

and a second, his brother, wounded in an IS attack in the al-Hafayr area near Lake Hamrin in northern Diyala, 

and armed men believed to be IS militants, attacked a PMF CP on the outskirts of Sa'adiyah leaving three PMU 

wounded and another missing.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

IS activity along the border region with Syria has continued this week.  Unconfirmed, and as yet, uncorroborated 

reports indicate that a number of mortars were launched by IS militants from inside Syria targeting a US 

installation located in the so-called ‘22 region’, approximately 20 km south east of the town of Qaim in Anbar 

province.  There were no reports of any casualties.  In addition, joint ISF and Albu Nimr tribal fighters reportedly 

killed three IS suicide attackers in an exchange of fire in the desert east of Hayy al-Bakr in northern Hit in central 

Anbar.  Also in Hit, four IS militants wearing explosive vests were ambushed and killed by ISF after they were 

discovered hiding inside a cement plant in the town.   

 

Anbar police shot at and detonated an SVBIED, killing the driver, as it attempted to target a CP at Kilo 18 west of 

Ramadi and a security source in stated that troops of the 7th Army Division and tribal mobilization forces were 

preparing to penetrate deeper in the desert of Al Anbar to cleanse it of IS militants. The source said that the Al 

Anbar military command believes that about 500 IS militants are still present in the desert areas.  Finally, it was 

reported that Iraqi authorities are increasing pressure on families in camps in western Anbar province, displaced 

during the war against IS, to return to their homes ahead of national elections in May, according to warnings by 

international aid agencies.  The 2014 IS advance displaced nearly 6 million people. More than half have returned 

to their homes, but about 2.6 million people are still uprooted.  The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) said the drive 

comes as Iraqi officials say they would like to see people move back to vote as it is not currently possible to vote 

in the IDP camps. The Iraqi government has denied forcing internally displaced families to return against their 

will.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

No VBIED or SVEST attacks have been reported this week, with all IED incidents being low level / low yield in 

nature.  However, the threat from IS high impact / mass casualty opportunist attacks within the city remains 

extant, although ongoing clearance operations in Diyala and Anbar provinces may have curtailed the threat to a 

small degree.  A total of four IED and one UVIED attacks were recorded this week in the city.  

 

Criminal activity remains at a heightened level however, indicating a possible decline in IPS capability or focus in 

counter-criminality operations.  It was also reported that the mayor of Karadah, Ahmed al-Abadi, stated that 

operations will be launched next week to close massage centres, casinos and unlicensed tattoo shops. The 

official further added that the majority of massage centres are being used as brothels.   

 

IS activity on the outskirts of Baghdad demonstrate ongoing attempts by IS to infiltrate the capital the wider 

Baghdad belts region with Abu Ghraib to the west of the city continuing to be the focus of low-yield IED attacks. 

Baghdad province has seen constant low-yield IED activity so far in 2018, and this week has been no different 

with IED attacks concentrated on soft civilian targets, with particular focus on shops and markets.    A total of 

eight IED attacks were recorded in the Baghdad belts this week, including one UVIED.  There has also been an 

uptick in IED related incidents in the northern belt, with Tarmiyah District seeing an IED attack in which one 

civilian was killed and two others wounded and a second roadside IED dismantled by ISF in al-Kanater also in 

Tarmiyah.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Basra province has seen a continuation of last week’s major ISF operation to address the growing problem of 

criminality and tribal conflict in the region with the Haritha sub-district, north of Basra becoming the focus of 

operations aimed at confiscating illegal firearms and arresting wanted individuals.  It was also reported that two 

incidents involving PSD vehicles occurred this week.  The first occurred on the morning of February 24, when an 

attempt to stop a PSD entering the DS1 entry point in Majnoon oil field resulted in a shot being fired at a vehicle; 

the bullet failed to penetrate and no casualties were reported. In a second incident on February 26, a non-client 

carrying PSD was hit twice with SAF while on Highway 6, north of Shafi, 37Km north of Basra City.  No 

casualties were declared. The team were moving to West Qurna 2.  In addition a low-yield IED detonated 

outside a construction worker’s home in the al-Ashar district in central Basra City.  The individual was thought to 

be involved in the sale of alcohol.  

 

The remainder of the southern provinces have seen routine activity including low-level crime and protest action 

over various issues, although notably, one individual was killed in a drive-by shooting in Nasiriyah and an elder 

of the al-Eboda tribe reportedly survived an assassination attempt when unidentified gunmen opened fire on his 

convoy as he exited his farm in Shatrah district, north of Nasiriyah.  His bodyguards exchanged SAF with the 

perpetrators although no casualties were reported.     
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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