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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 

 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on the ongoing 
'negotiations' between Baghdad and Erbil to resolve their differences following last year’s referendum 
and political manoeuvrings as the Iraqi parties position themselves for campaigning ahead of the May 12 
parliamentary elections. 
 

 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 
of an insurgent campaign in the areas of northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear 
remaining IS pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar 
and along the Syrian border.  We have also seen a significant escalation in IS activity, particularly in 
Kirkuk province, where a marked increase in attacks against ISF has been evident, including the 
February 18 attack on PMF in Hawijah District, during which 27 PMF members were killed. 
 

 While a large-scale IS resurgence is unlikely to occur in the short term, the group is undergoing a period 
of realignment into a more cellular asymmetric structure.  The group’s capability to do this will depend on 
the ability of ISF to switch effectively from a ‘war fighting’ role to one more focused upon counter 
insurgency.  The returning focus on terrorist activity may be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks in 
Baghdad, as seen on January 15 when a double suicide bombing targeted civilians in the city centre. 
However, these have remained sporadic so far, constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad 
city. Going forwards, the ability to stage high-profile attacks at shorter intervals would be an indicator of 
terrorist capabilities. IS has expressed an intent to increase operational tempo in order to influence the 
pre-election period, though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile attacks remains in question. 
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed 
territories occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only 
over limited territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and 
provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Baghdad and Erbil also 
remain in a 'standoff' over Baghdad's demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in 
northern Dohuk province and the forced closure of Kurdistan’s airports to international flights. While 
international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain entrenched in their respective political 
positions. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors.  These 
include the outcome of parliamentary elections, the time frame to form a new government and the 
resolution of outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring 
US presence in Iraq and the future role of the PMFs also remain a major question. 

 
 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the 

country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 
between radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western 
Kirkuk. 
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 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 
connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is 
however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an asymmetric 
insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 
 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 
Basra and the southern provinces in general. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the 
return of Shia militia factions expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign 
against IS. 
 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 
Kurdistan international flight ban lifted 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has announced the resumption of international flights to and from Erbil and 
Sulaymaniyah airports in Kurdistan Region (KR-I) on March 13.  The decision comes after the local authorities in 
the KR-I agreed to hand the two airports to the federal government.  The following day, on March 14, the Iraqi 
Interior Minister Qasim al-Araji announced that international flights had recommenced.  The Iraqi government 
imposed the ban in September 2017 after the autonomous region went ahead with its independence vote 
despite Baghdad's rejection.   
 
Islamic State plans to increase attacks in Iraq, Peshmerga say 
IS jihadists are planning to regroup to increase their attacks in Iraq's northern Kirkuk and Mosul governorates, an 
Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga official said on March 10.   "The reality in Hawijah of Kirkuk [province] and Mosul of 
Nineveh [province] shows that IS plans to regroup and it has been making movements in those areas," a 
spokesman for the Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga forces, Halgurd Hikmat, stated.  "This is also seen as IS plans to 
increase its activities in those areas", he added saying that IS has been "regrouping" and its militants have been 
carrying out several attacks against Iraqi forces in those two areas in the past two months. 
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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Political 
 
Kurdistan international flight ban lifted 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has announced the resumption of international flights to and from Erbil and 
Sulaymaniyah airports in Kurdistan Region (KR-I).  The decision comes after the local authorities in the KR-I 
agreed to hand the two airports to the federal government.  The Iraqi government imposed a ban on international 
flights to and from Kurdistan in September 2017 after the autonomous region went ahead with its independence 
vote despite Baghdad's rejection.  The prime minister of the KR-I, as expected, welcomed the decision, telling 
reporters that "This is an important decision and we hope that this leads to resolving other issues with Baghdad 
within the framework of the Iraqi constitution".  The following day, on March 14, the Iraqi Interior Minister Qasim 
al-Araji announced that international flights had recommenced.  Araji arrived in the Kurdistan Region through 
Erbil International Airport on the morning of March 14 to supervise the implementation of the decision by Iraqi 
Premier Haider al-Abadi.  The Iraqi interior minister then flew to the city of Sulaymaniyah where he was 
welcomed by Sulaymaniyah Governor Haval Abubakir and the director of Sulaymaniyah International Airport, 
Tahir Abdulla.  “International flights will resume from this moment in the Kurdistan Region’s airports,” Araji said 
during a press conference in Sulaymaniyah.  He added the airports’ staff and directors will remain in their 
positions, stating that there had been no decision to change the staff or the directors.   
 
Iraqi government to pay some Kurdish region salaries 
The Iraqi government has decided to pay salaries to the employees of the Kurdistan Region education and 
health ministries, according to the head of planning at the region's Health Ministry, Viyan Muhammad.  
Muhammad said that she spoke to the head of Iraq's Supreme Audit Board and was assured that "the salaries of 
the Kurdistan Regional Government health and education ministries will be distributed next Sunday and Monday 
[18-19 March]".  The dates are consistent with PM Al-Abadi's statements indicating that salaries would be paid 
before Nowruz celebrations.  Abadi has pledged to pay Kurdistan Region public sector workers several times 
since October, when Baghdad began to reassert federal control over the region in response to its independence 
referendum.  However, he ordered payroll audits of local ministries to weed out illegitimate payments. Auditing of 
other ministries is reportedly ongoing.  Muhammad was the head of the KRG Health Ministry committee that 
cooperated with federal auditors.  She was quoted as saying that the two ministries' salaries would be distributed 
without deductions 
 
Iraqi president rejects public budget over 'legal violations' 
Iraqi President Fuad Masum has refused to approve the country’s 2018 budget bill over "legal violations".  The 
president also returned the bill to the parliament after “finding that some of its articles have legal, constitutional 
and financial violations that should be amended”, the website of the president office reported on March 13.   The 
website went on to say that after financial and legal experts carefully examined the budget bill, they found “31 
points that violate the laws”.  The bill was passed by parliament on 3 March after extensive discussions. 
 
Iraq may receive Saudi Crown Prince next month 
In order to explore avenues for bolstering and reinvigorating of mutual cooperation, Iraq will be hosting Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman in an official visit next month, according to press reports.   According to 
sources, "the Saudi crown prince will sign a number of strategic agreements between Baghdad and Riyadh in 
the economic and investment fields".  "Prince Mohamed will also attend the inauguration ceremony of the Arar 
border crossing between Iraq and Saudi Arabia, and the opening of the Saudi embassy in Baghdad and also the 
Saudi consulate in Najaf.  The visit, which comes at an invitation from Iraqi premier Haider al-Abadi, is the first to 
be paid by a Saudi official of such a level to Iraq since 1989.  Abadi has recently been quoted saying that "Iraqi-
Saudi relations are on the right track", adding that those improving ties overcame "political sectarianism".   
 
US Defence Secretary claims Iran “mucking around” with Iraqi elections 
The US Defence Secretary Jim Mattis has accused Iran of "mucking around" to sway the outcome of Iraq’s May 
parliamentary election, in which Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi is seeking another term.  "We have worrisome 
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evidence that Iran is trying to influence - using money - the Iraqi elections. That money is being used to sway 
candidates, to sway votes," Mattis told reporters as he flew back to Washington after a trip to the Middle East 
and Afghanistan.  "It's not an insignificant amount of money, we believe. And we think it's highly unhelpful."  But 
Mattis stopped short of detailing whom Iran sought to influence.  "One thing that came through loud and clear is 
the suspicion of Iran and the evidence of Iranian destabilizing efforts," Mattis said.  "It was just brought home to 
me again that they are not changing their behaviour, they are continuing to be a destabilizing influence," he 
added.  Mattis also called on Iran to leave the Iraqis to determine their own future.   

Security 
 
Islamic State plans to increase attacks in Iraq, Peshmerga say 
IS jihadists are planning to regroup to increase their attacks in Iraq's northern Kirkuk and Mosul governorates, an 
Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga official said on March 10.   "The reality in Hawijah of Kirkuk [province] and Mosul of 
Nineveh [province] shows that IS plans to regroup and it has been making movements in those areas," a 
spokesman for the Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga forces, Halgurd Hikmat, stated.  "This is also seen as IS plans to 
increase its activities in those areas", he added saying that IS has been "regrouping" and its militants have been 
carrying out several attacks against Iraqi forces in those two areas in the past two months. 
 
IS resurgence could hamper Iranian oil deal with Iraq 
IS appears to be staging a comeback in parts of Iraq, which could endanger the country's oil deal with Iran 
according to analysts.  The two countries signed a bilateral agreement in July 2017 to install a pipeline to 
transport Kirkuk’s crude oil to Iran to be refined. However, the oil is currently being transported by trucks, which 
are vulnerable to attacks. Hamid Hosseini, the Iranian secretary-general of the Iran-Iraq Chamber of Commerce, 
warned in late February that the countries' plan could not be implemented fully because of security concerns.  IS 
has been blamed for numerous recent attacks in the area. On Feb. 19, IS fighters ambushed a convoy of the 
Baghdad government's Shiite Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) in the Hawijah district, southwest of Kirkuk, 
killing 27. On Feb. 27, gunmen had targeted the Turkmen Front with a rocket shell. Since Hosseini's warning, 
security has deteriorated both in Kirkuk and Hawijah with local authorities calling for military enforcement. These 
developments have reportedly cast clouds of uncertainty over any investment attempts in Kirkuk city, particularly 
in the oil sector.  Oil Ministry spokesman Asim Jihad told press however that the present security situation would 
not affect Kirkuk oil investments. Jihad said the contract provides for exporting 30,000-60,000 barrels of oil a day 
via trucks from Kirkuk fields to the border zone near Kermanshah, Iran.  “Work is still underway to install an oil 
pipeline to Iran with a capacity of over 250,000 barrels [per day],” Jihad added. “Moving forward, we are going to 
stop using trucks, which are more exposed, require more security measures and cost more." Moreover, one of 
the reasons behind the agreement was “Iran’s need of large amounts of Iraqi oil for refinement purposes, as well 
as for complementary industries in Iranian areas across [the border].” Jihad said Iraq will also benefit because it 
will be able to export oil abroad at lower costs. 
 
US military helicopter crashes in western Iraq 
A U.S. military Pavehawk helicopter, normally used for search and rescue operations, has crashed near the town 
of Al-Qaim in western Anbar province with all seven on board killed. The incident reportedly happened near the 
border with Syria, with the helicopter reportedly hitting a power line. 
 
Coordinated Iraqi-Turkish action against PKK unlikely 
Turkey's Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu has once again stated that Turkey will conduct a joint operation with 
Iraq against the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in the country, although there is doubt that this will materialise.  
Cavusoglu told reporters last week that a joint Turkish-Iraqi operation could begin after the May elections in Iraq. 
“Even if the Afrin operation has not yet been completed, we have the capacity to carry out both operations 
simultaneously,” he said.   
 
 
 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

17 March 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [8]                         

 

Iraqi PM says arms control policy aims to protect citizens 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has asserted that restricting the possession of arms to the state authorities 
aims to protect citizens and impose the state's authority. "No weapons will be allowed outside the authority of the 
state", Abadi said.  "The arms that we want now are not for war but for peace and reconstruction," he 
added.  Abadi made these statements during a security and defence exhibition, held in Baghdad March 10.  The 
Iraqi premier was quoted by state Iraqia News TV as saying that merging the Shia-dominated Popular 
Mobilisation Forces (PMF) within the army regulates possession of weapons and restricts it to the state.  The 
Iraqi premier also warned unnamed countries against trying to pursue their interests "at the expense of the 
Iraqis".  "Terrorism ended militarily. We must destroy its sectarian takfiri thought and method," Abadi said, adding 
that "the Iraqi capabilities have revealed an advanced military ability to face terrorism".  "There will not be any 
investment and work opportunities in Iraq without imposing security," he added. 
 
Another 13 Turkish women sentenced to death for IS links 
On March 12, the Central Criminal Court in Baghdad sentenced another 13 Turkish women to death, due to 
affiliation with IS.  The court also gave life sentences to two other Turkish women accused of affiliation with the 
group.  On March 7, the court sentenced an undisclosed number of women of Turkish, Iraqi and Azeri 
(Azerbaijani Turks) to death for their links to IS.  On February 25, the same court sentenced 16 Turkish women 
to death and gave a life sentence to one other.   
    
Russia to equip Iraqi armoured brigade 
Russia is supplying equipment to one of Iraqi armoured brigades, presidential aide for military and technical 
cooperation Vladimir Kozhin said on March 12.  "Iraq is our traditional partner and it has been boosting its 
potential by ordering our equipment. Today we are equipping there an entire armoured brigade, our equipment is 
supplied there," Kozhin told press.  Iraqi Chief of General Staff Osman Ganimi said on February 20 that Iraq’s 
Defence Ministry had received the first batch of 36 x T-90 S tanks under a military contract with Russia. By late 
April, the country will receive another 37 x vehicles as part of the contract with the aim of "increasing combat 
capacity of armoured troops." 
 
Parties to fly Kurdistan flag in Kirkuk for Kurdish New Year celebrations  
The major Kurdish parties in Kirkuk have announced that they will raise the Flag of Kurdistan in the city for the 
Halabja anniversary, Nowruz, and other Kurdish events.  "We will celebrate events and festivities in the Kirkuk 
province, and ask the people of Kirkuk to participate warmly in Nowruz, the March anniversary and Halabja’s 
[genocidal chemical attack anniversary] and to celebrate all events with the sacred flag of Kurdistan in the Kirkuk 
city,” Rawand Mala Mahmoud, deputy supervisor of PUK’s office in Kirkuk, said at a press conference.  The 
statement came after all the major Kurdish parties met at the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan’s (PUK) politburo 
headquarters in Kirkuk. The Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) did not attend, as its officials do not deem the city 
to be safe enough to return.   

Humanitarian 
 
IEDs prevent displaced Iraqis from returning home 
About 30 Iraqis die or get injured every month due to the detonation of IEDs left behind by Islamic State in the 
cities it once took control of.  Al Mada newspaper, in a report, said that there is a death or injury case on a 
weekly basis in each of five cities that were formerly held by IS due to IED detonations.  Officials estimate a total 
of 500,000 IEDs were left by the extremist group, in addition to thousands of booby-trapped houses, the paper 
said, adding that only 10 per cent of which has been defused.  IEDs are also a reason that prevents the 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) from returning to their home areas, the paper said, adding that even a 
reverse return by IDPs to their camps had been noticed.  From 2014 to the end of 2017, IS planted IEDs in 
streets, walls, gardens, houses, government buildings, electrical appliances, flagpoles, power transformers, lamp 
posts and even trees, a security source told the paper.  An average of two or more IEDs are planted in every 
square kilometre of the 200,000 sq km once captured by the IS in Anbar, Salah-al-Din, Nineveh, Kirkuk and 
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Diyala provinces.  The source also estimated that about 5,000 houses in each of these provinces are booby-
trapped, the paper said. 

Economy 
 
Iraqi Oil Minister meets US Ambassador to Iraq – Petroleum imports to reduce by 25 percent 
Oil Minister Jabbar Ali Hussein al-Luaibi has discussed with US Ambassador Douglas Silliman and his 
accompanying delegation ways to boost cooperation between the two countries in the oil and gas sector.  Al-
Luaibi reportedly stressed during the meeting the importance of strengthening the relationship and developing it 
in all fields, especially in the oil and gas industry, calling on US oil companies to participate in investment.  For 
his part, The US Ambassador stressed the desire of US companies to enhance cooperation with Iraq at all 
levels, especially in the oil and gas industry.  Meanwhile, Iraq’s oil ministry stated on March 12 that the nation 
would reduce its petroleum products imports by 25 percent as crude oil refineries are being rehabilitated 
following fighting with Islamic State militants.  Iraq is also producing more oil products by processing natural gas 
liquids, Oil Minister Jabar al-Luaibi said in a statement, without indicating a specific timeframe for the import cuts.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
This week Turkish airstrikes in the north of the Kurdistan region have again been evident, demonstrating 
Turkey’s long term commitment to neutralising the PKK threat on Iraq’s mountainous northern border region.  A 
total of 18 PKK members were "neutralised" in Turkey's south eastern provinces of Diyarbakir, Mardin and 
northern Iraq this week, according to the Turkish General Staff.  According to a statement from the military, the 
operations took place from March 2-9 and have targeted PKK positions on the border area near Sidekan in 
northern Erbil province, and the Hakurk and Zap regions in southern Turkey and Dohuk province respectively.  
Meanwhile, the issue of non-payment of civil servant salaries in the KR-I is becoming critical although some 
progress seems to have been made this week during talks between Erbil and Baghdad.  As a backdrop, 
teachers in Sulaymaniyah have continued their strike action despite pressure to call a halt to the action.  The 
teachers, who have been on strike since the beginning of the second semester of the educational year, released 
a statement saying pressures to end the teachers’ boycott had failed.  The reporting period has also seen the 
30th anniversary of the Halabja massacre when chemical attacks were launched against Kurdish civilians by the 
former Baath Regime on 16 March 1988, which killed between 3,500 to 5,000 individuals, and wounded another 
7,000 to 10,000. A number of relatively large-scale protests were witnessed in Erbil and Sulaymaniyah as 
protestors denounced Germany, several other European countries, and the U.S., for selling weapons to the 
regime during the Iran-Iraq War.   
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Nineveh province has seen continued IS-related attacks this week, particularly on the border with Syria as the 
insurgents continue to attempt to regroup following their losses in 2017, and revert to conventional terrorist 
tactics.  In contrast, a number of ISF successes have been evident this week in the form of significant cache 
finds and a number of IS insurgent arrests.  Prime Minister al-Abadi also visited the province during the reporting 
period, meeting with security and military leaders of Nineveh operations command in Bartylla, east of Mosul 
where they discussed “enhancing security in the province, protecting citizens and returning displaced people".  
Abadi also opened the “old bridge” in the city amid a large celebration held by the people of Mosul.  
 
Meanwhile, heavy artillery has again been utilised by PMU forces against IS concentrations, particularly in the 
region of Tal Asfuk on the border with Syria in the south west of the province.  On March 14, artillery assets of 
the PMF 28th Brigade launched fire missions against a suspected HQ position of the so-called ‘Katibat Saif al-
Dawlah’ IS grouping inside the Syrian territories.  Meanwhile, IS intent to carry out mass-casualty attacks in 
Nineveh has again been evident with personnel of the 20th Iraqi Army Division successfully foiling a suicide 
attack by two IS members who attempted to detonate themselves against a checkpoint in Adhaila village north 
west of Mosul.  The suicide bombers were arrested before they were able to detonate their SVESTs.  
Separately, seven pro-government Sunni militia were killed when IS militants attacked a house where the militia 
were meeting in the town of Mukeshefah, southwest of Mosul, a day after the PMU had pulled out from the area.  
It had previously been reported that the Nineveh local police force and Sunni anti-IS tribesmen would take over 
security provision in the district following the PMU withdrawal.   
 
Mosul continues to see legacy IS activity and we have also seen an increase in kidnapping incidents both within 
the city and the surrounding area this week.  Among them, on March 13, two elders of the Juhaish tribe were 
abducted by suspected IS militants in Qayyarah, south of Mosul.  The town was reportedly placed on lockdown 
post-incident 
 
Moving to Kirkuk province, and continued wide-spread security incidents have been evident both in Kirkuk city 
and the wider province during the reporting period.  On March 10, an IED targeted a PMU patrol in Kirkuk City 
with one PMU fighter killed and six others injured in the blast.  In addition, at 1430hrs on March 13, a motorcycle-
borne IED detonated near the Zahraa Garden in the Tis’in neighbourhood of Kirkuk city.  Five civilians were 
reportedly wounded.  Meanwhile, ISF have continued counter-insurgency operations with the ISF commander of 
Kirkuk operations, Abu Husam al-Sahlani stating that more than 80 IS members, including suicide bombers, had 
been killed during sweep and clear operations in Kirkuk province during the past 20 days.  He also stated that 
the operations resulted in the discovery of a large number of weapons and explosive materials used to carry out 
terrorist operations, and also the find of a number of IEDs that were primed for detonation.   
 
Exacerbating the situation, inter-ethnic tension in Kirkuk city has increased this week with acting Kirkuk Governor 
Rakan al-Jabour reportedly issuing an order to demolish illegal Kurdish ‘slums’ built in Kirkuk city without 
permits.  According to the reports, there are nearly 300 Kurdish houses in Kirkuk’s Arafa neighbourhood that 
were built without official authorization.  The police have now informed these families they must vacate their 
homes.   
 
There has also been substantial IS activity in Salah-al-Din province over the reporting period.  Up to 15 civilians 
were killed and injured after IS insurgents set up a checkpoint on the road between Kirkuk and Baghdad in the 
area of Sulayman Bak in the north east of the province on March 11 
 
Meanwhile, the Iraqi Parliament’s Security and Defence committee has warned that IS is preparing to launch a 
major offensive on the city of Samarra in Salah-al-Din Province.  The warning came shortly after PMF reportedly 
repelled an attack by IS as they attempted to infiltrate into Samarra on March 8/9.    Defence committee member 
Hakim Zamli, warned that the holy areas in the south of Samarra had become a haven for IS sleeper cells. Also 
in Samara, Brig. Gen. Sharif Ismail, commander of a Baghdad-based special brigade (57 Bde) protecting Prime 
Minister al-Abadi, was killed when militiamen of the Saraya al-Salam, (AKA the Peace Brigades) PMF, opened 
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fire on their convoy at a checkpoint manned by the militiamen in north of the city of Samarra in Salah-Al-Din 
province. One of Ismail's two bodyguards also reportedly died in the engagement.  The incident reportedly came 
shortly after a quarrel between Ismail's bodyguards and another group of Saraya al-Salam militiamen at a 
previous checkpoint in Samarra, some 120 km north of the capital Baghdad, according to sources.  The senior 
officer was heading to Iraq's northern province of Nineveh to oversee security measures, hours before a planned 
visit of PM Abadi.  Six suspects have been subsequently arrested. 
 
Finally, In Diyala, two farmers were wounded when three daisy-chained IEDs detonated in the outskirts of al-
Abbarah, 15 km north east of Baqubah.  Four IS militants were also reportedly killed in a separate combined (IA 
and PMF) clearance operation in the desert areas of Sinsil village in Muqdadiyah district, north east of Baqubah.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 
In Anbar province, despite continuing clearance operations, IS activity has once again been evident particularly 
in the town of Al-Qaim near the Syrian border.  In a significant attack, eight Iraqi soldiers were killed and injured 
on March 16 when IS launched an attack on a security checkpoint in Al-Qa’im district leaving four Iraqi soldiers 
dead, and four others wounded.  In a separate incident, six IS insurgents were killed in an IAF airstrike also in al-
Qa'im, which destroyed two IS vehicles.  In the east of the province, two soldiers were wounded in a roadside 
IED attack against their patrol near the Fallujah Dam and Coalition aircraft destroyed two IS vehicles killing all 
the occupants in an airstrike in the western Anbar desert.  Finally, seven soldiers were killed and seven wounded 
in clashes during a large operation southeast of Al-Rutbah.  Several IS members were killed in the engagement. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 
There has been a significant decrease in IED attacks within Baghdad city with two attacks occurring this week in 
comparison to the seven recorded during the previous reporting period.  On March 10, four civilians were 
wounded in an IED strike in the al-Obeidi area of New Baghdad, eastern Baghdad City and on March 12 an IED 
detonated near a livestock market in the Suwaib area in southern West Rashid District, which left three people 
wounded.  Criminal activity has also been a constant, with a number of burglaries and kidnapping incidents 
reported.  Protest activity meanwhile has been limited to the usual Friday afternoon Tahrir Square events, with 
Sadrists protesting over corruption within the government.  Dozens of employees on temporary contract also 
demonstrated in front of the Ministry of Electricity in Mansour, over their delayed monthly wages and to demand 
permanent employment.  Two other security incidents of note have occurred this week.  One person was slightly 
wounded when unidentified men riding a motor cycle threw a grenade at a café in the Sab'a Qusur area close to 
Hayy Ur in northern Baghdad.  ISF also reportedly seized a launcher along with 2 x 107mm Katyusha rockets 
and multiple propellant charges wired to a controller, found hidden inside a slum area in the Rustumiya area, 
New Baghdad District.   
 
IED strikes in the Baghdad belts continue to conform to regional norms in terms of frequency and yield.  One 
UVIED and seven IED incidents were recorded this week, focused on the usual hotspots of Abu Ghraib to the 
west, Yusufiya to the south and Tarmiyah to the north.  Additionally in Tarmiyah, ISF reportedly foiled an IS 
suicide attack against civilians, involving two militants wearing explosives-rigged belts and in a relatively rare 
occurrence, an IAF airstrike targeted a group of three IS members in the Baghdadi area of the district, killing two 
and wounding the third who subsequently escaped.  Separately, it was also reported that two civilians were 
wounded when an IED detonated near a popular market in Al Madain district in south eastern Baghdad.   
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Meanwhile, a number of local residents of Jisr Diyala sub-district, south east of Baghdad, have continued protest 
action this week over poor local services provision.  Protestors once again threatened to cut off the main road 
(ASR Bismark) between Baghdad and Iraq's southern provinces if their demands are not met.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
In a continuation of an increase in insurgent activity in Babil province last week, IPS reportedly clashed with a 
number of armed men who shot at a security checkpoint in the al-Khanafsah area of Iskandariyah, north of 
Hillah.  No casualties were reported. Two individuals wanted on terrorism charges were arrested at a security 
checkpoint in Iskandariyah sub-district, north of Hillah on March 12, likely in connection with the recent terrorist 
activity.  In addition, it was reported that explosives experts of Babylon Police Command found an IED at the 
base of Bridge number 8 in the Nile sub-district in Babel province on MSR Tampa.  The device was safely 
dismantled.   
 
In the rest of the southern provinces, activity conformed to regional norms with routine demonstrations and 
criminal arrests reported.  One person was also killed and three others wounded in tribal feuding in Sayed Dakhil 
in al-Islah district, north of Nasiriyah with Dhi Qar police reportedly tightening security in anticipation of further 
clashes. One person was also killed in a tribal dispute in the Rumaitha area in northern Muthanna province and 
in Maysan, unidentified armed men opened fire on a group of civilians in Hayy al-Zahraa in al-'Amarah killing two 
and wounding a third.   
 
Finally, in Basra province, the Iraqi Army 9th Armoured Division task force decreased its month long anti-crime 
operation this week with only one event noted. Lieutenant General Qassem Nazzal, made statements that 
arrests had been made related to drugs, and the confiscation of weapons but it is suspected that some units 
have left the province being redirected to fight or protect territory against the IS resurgence in northern Iraq. In 
outline troops remain but not at the combat power which initially arrived in February. Minor IED activity 
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decreased in the city but murders were consistent, tribal fighting was reported in the Qarmat Ali when a young 
woman was killed and three injured in two tribal conflicts. A government worker was also murdered in his car in 
the restive Qarmat Ali area and a senior police officer was shot and injured in al-Zubayr. The reason for this 
attack is unknown at this time but it is likely to be tribal.  On March 11, dozens of people also reportedly staged a 
peaceful demonstration in front of al-Marbad (D27) of Zubayr oil field.  Finally, the head of Basra provincial 
security committee, Jabar al-Saadi, reported the arrest of an individual at the airport checkpoint (CP) located on 
Route Hexagon after finding a quantity of explosives material (C4), multiple hand grenades and 1 litre of gun 
powder hidden inside his vehicle.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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Middle East 
International Protective Services Headquarters 
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House  
DIFC, PO Box 482069  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
United States 
1101 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 1725 
Arlington, VA, 22209 
United States 
 
UK 
5th Floor 
1, London Bridge 
London 
SE1 9BG 
 
Europe 
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
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