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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 

 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on the ongoing 
'negotiations' between Baghdad and Erbil to resolve their differences following last year’s referendum 
and political manoeuvrings as the Iraqi parties position themselves for campaigning ahead of the May 12 
parliamentary elections. 
 

 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 
of an insurgent campaign in the areas of northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear 
remaining IS pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar 
and along the Syrian border.  We have also seen a significant escalation in IS activity, particularly in 
Kirkuk province, where a marked increase in attacks against ISF has been evident, including the 
February 18 attack on PMF in Hawijah District, during which 27 PMF members were killed. 
 

 While a large-scale IS resurgence is unlikely to occur in the short term, the group is undergoing a period 
of realignment into a more cellular asymmetric structure.  The group’s capability to do this will depend on 
the ability of ISF to switch effectively from a ‘war fighting’ role to one more focused upon counter 
insurgency.  The returning focus on terrorist activity may be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks in 
Baghdad, as seen on January 15 when a double suicide bombing targeted civilians in the city centre. 
However, these have remained sporadic so far, constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad 
city. Going forwards, the ability to stage high-profile attacks at shorter intervals would be an indicator of 
terrorist capabilities. IS has expressed an intent to increase operational tempo in order to influence the 
pre-election period, though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile attacks remains in question. 
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed 
territories occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only 
over limited territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and 
provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Baghdad and Erbil also 
remain in a 'standoff' over Baghdad's demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in 
northern Dohuk province, although relations have thawed somewhat since Baghdad’s decision to allow 
the reopening of the KR-Is airports to international traffic. The KR-I’s reduced share of the 2018 Federal 
Budget remains a sticking point however, as the region struggles to pay its civil servant salaries.  

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors.  These 
include the outcome of parliamentary elections, the time frame to form a new government and the 
resolution of outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring 
US presence in Iraq and the future role of the PMFs also remain a major question. 

 
 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the 

country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 
between radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western 
Kirkuk. 
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 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 
connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is 
however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an asymmetric 
insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 
 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 
Basra and the southern provinces in general. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the 
return of Shia militia factions expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign 
against IS. 
 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 
US Ambassador to Iraq cautions against PMU involvement in Parliamentary elections 
On March 21, the United States’ Ambassador to Iraq, Douglas Silliman, called on the Iraqi Government to use all 
measures to prevent armed groups and security units, including groups within the Popular Mobilisation Unit 
(PMU), from running in the upcoming elections and reiterated that all armed units and groups must come under 
the authority of the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces and must solely obey his orders. 
 
Iraq will pay salaries of Kurdish employees for Oil Revenue 
The government of Iraq is ready to pay full salaries of the Kurdistan Region’s employees if Erbil provided 
Baghdad with its oil revenue, an Iraqi government spokesman has said. Speaking to press, the spokesman said 
Baghdad is “abided to paying a portion of employees’ salaries while the rest would be covered by the Kurdish 
government from its oil sales saying “The portion sent to [the Kurdistan Region] with the region’s oil sales is 
enough to provide full salaries of the Kurdistan Region’s employees”.   
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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Political 
 
US Ambassador to Iraq cautions against PMU involvement in Parliamentary elections 
On March 21, the United States’ Ambassador to Iraq, Douglas Silliman, called on the Iraqi Government to use all 
measures to prevent armed groups and security units, including groups within the Popular Mobilisation Unit 
(PMU), from running in the upcoming elections and reiterated that all armed units and groups must come under 
the authority of the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces and must solely obey his orders.  
 
Rift deepens between ruling Dawa Party’s influential figures over Iraq’s future cabinet  
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and his predecessor Nouri al-Maliki, who are both running in separate 
electoral lists for the upcoming May elections, have expressed contradictory views about the formation of the 
future Iraqi government.  In a speech during a ceremony marking “Martyrs Day” in Baghdad on March 17, Abadi, 
who is also the Head of the al-Nasr (Victory Alliance) electoral list, stated “I support a political consensus that 
considers the interest of the country and the people”, expressing his opposition to “consensus which exploits 
privileges and favours seniority”.  “We are in favour of a majority that maintains the country’s strength, not a 
majority that wants posts and excludes others,” Abadi stated. “We want a strong, united Iraq that can play an 
important role in the region and the world”.  Meanwhile, on March 18, Maliki, the leader of the main ruling party 
(Abadi’s own Shia Islamic Dawa Party), stressed the need to correct the political process in the country by 
forming a majority government after the May 12 elections.  “We have to step forward to correct the political 
system and save it from the current quota system that blocked the process of rebuilding the country and 
provision of services,” Maliki said, adding that stability, construction, and development cannot be achieved 
through a consensus system.  He pledged that the State of Law bloc would implement a national project which 
includes all Iraqi components and adopts a majority government different from the current quota and consensus 
system.   
 
Iraq endorses MoU on intelligence cooperation with Iran 
A statement by Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi's office has stated that the ministerial council voted on a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) on intelligence cooperation and coordination with Iran.  "Abadi chaired a 
meeting of the ministerial council for national security on Sunday," the statement said on March 18 
 
First international flight lands in Erbil after a five-month embargo 
After more than five months of having international flights banned to the Kurdistan Region’s airports, the first 
plane landed in Erbil on March 19.  The plane flew from Saudi Arabia and landed at the Erbil International Airport 
(EIA) at 7:00 am, local time.  It was expected to carry Kurdish pilgrims for Umrah to Saudi Arabia.  Mohammed 
Ghafour Khoshnaw, the executive head of the Saudi branch of Flynas airline in Erbil, stated that Flynas would 
have four weekly flights between Erbil and Jeddah.  A Fly Dubai airplane also landed at the EIA at 4:00 pm, and 
returned to Dubai shortly after with 164 passengers on board.  Royal Jordanian airline is also scheduled to 
resume flights to both Erbil and Sulaymaniyah airports at the beginning of April.  Later this week, Turkish Prime 
Minister Binali Yildirim said Turkey had lifted its flight ban to the northern Iraqi province of Erbil.   “The Iraqi 
central government opened its air space with [Erbil]. In parallel with this, we are also opening the air space as of 
today. From now on, commercial flights will be conducted from Turkey or Europe to Erbil,” Yildirim said.  He 
noted that the lifting of the ban would only be limited to Erbil, excluding Sulaymaniyah due to “security reasons”.  
Yildirim said activities by the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) against Turkey in the province have been 
continuing intensively.  The Turkish government had closed its air space to northern Iraq flights following the 
Iraqi Kurdish independence referendum in September 2017. 
 
Main Iraqi Kurdish party elects new political bureau 
The Iraqi Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) Leadership Council elected a new Political Bureau for the party 
during a meeting on 17 March.  The party dissolved the Political Bureau on 4 November last year. The new 
team, however, has excluded several former members who were once key figures in the party, although the PUK 
did not provide the full list of the new bureau.  Among those missing from the new bureau are: Barham Salih, 
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who left the party last year to form the Coalition for Justice and Democracy; Najmaddin Kareem, who also is the 
former Kirkuk governor; Imad Ahmad, a key member who held several top government posts, and Azad 
Jundiyani, a former bureau spokesman who left the party last year amid a power struggle.  The party also took 
some other key decisions regarding the party leadership and the national election due in May.  Among these, the 
party's deputy leader Kosrat Rasul was assigned the authorities of PUK general secretary and tasked with 
supervising all the PUK's offices. In addition, the long-awaited party conference has been postponed until after 
the Iraqi national election in May. 

Security 
 
Turkey may start new campaign in northern Iraq against PKK; Turkish Ambassador  
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is threatening to follow up the capture of the Kurdish enclave of Afrin in 
Syria by launching an across-the-board military offensive against the remaining Kurdish-held areas in northern 
Syria and the main Yazidi population centre in the Sinjar region of Iraq.  He claimed that the next target of 
Turkish troops would be the Syrian cities of Manbij, which the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) captured 
from IS in 2016, and Kobani, which withstood a famous siege by IS that ended in 2015.  Unlike Afrin, both places 
are protected by the US Air Force, backed by 2,000 US specialised ground troops.  The Turkish leader also 
threatened that his country’s troops could cross into Iraq to drive out Kurdish militants from Sinjar, if the Iraqi 
government did not oust them from there itself. The area is under the strong influence of the YPG, which 
intervened militarily in 2014 to protect the Yazidi community who were being massacred, raped and enslaved by 
IS, which was then at the peak of its power 
 
Iraqi Parliament Speaker supports Turkish military action against PKK in northern Iraq 
Iraqi Parliament Speaker Salim al-Jabouri stated on March 17 that his government supports Turkey’s fight 
against the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in the Kurdistan Region and surrounding areas.  “We are definitely 
against the existence of terror organizations, especially the PKK there [in northern Iraq], which can harm Turkey 
and the region” Jabouri was quoted as saying.  The Iraqi official, who made the remarks during a meeting with 
his Turkish counterpart Ismail Kahraman, added that Turkey and Iraq would “defeat terrorism jointly through full 
cooperation”. Kahraman also said his country considered Iraq’s territorial integrity very important “for the peace 
and stability of the region”  “Iraq’s fight against terrorism is reaching a positive conclusion” he said adding “The 
joint move against the terror actions in Turkey pleased us as well”.   
 
Iraqi Sinjar residents fear Turkish threat 
The people of Sinjar, Nineveh governorate, are concerned about the threat posed to their areas by Turkey, 
according to comments by local figures reported on March 20.  The figures were responding to threats voiced by 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who warned that Turkish forces could enter Sinjar to root out the 
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK).  Sinjar Mayor Mahma Khalil told press that locals "are afraid the Afrin scenario 
will be repeated here", referring to the recent Turkish military operation in Syria.  Khalil said that the local 
government in Sinjar has repeatedly requested that PKK forces leave Sinjar so that Turkey does not use them 
"as a pretext to attack us".  However, they "did not listen to us", he said.  A Yazidi Peshmerga commander 
Qasim Shasho also told press that local Yazidis are concerned as they do "do not have anywhere to go".  He 
said that Shia-dominated Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) deployed in the area would prevent Yazidis from 
fleeing via Dohuk (in the KRI), as they have "blocked the roads and Sinjar residents are isolated".  "These forces 
are causing problems for Sinjar residents and will not leave Sinjar in any way. It is only the Yazidis who will 
become the victim of these forces," he said. 
 
Turkey 'unleashing aerial terror' on civilians - Iraqi Kurdish party 
The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) has reacted to a Turkish air strike that left four civilians dead on March 22 
describing it as "aerial terror against civilians", while warning against greater regional escalation of violence.  At 
least four civilians were killed in the Turkish air strike in the early hours of March 22 near the border town of 
Qasre, in Erbil province.  The PUK, which is a main opposition party in the Kurdistan Regional Government 
(KRG), published a strongly-worded statement condemning the attack and asking Turkey to end its frequent air 
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raids of the area which Ankara says are targeting the rebel Turkish Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK).  "The 
Turkish government is unleashing aerial terror against civilians," it said.  Meanwhile the KRG issued a statement 
expressing "concerns" against the attack and asking PKK militants to leave the area. A PUK statement said that 
the four were PUK members and lived in the area where there are no armed men, asking Turkey to "stop such 
attacks that are a crime and violation of the Kurdistan Region and Iraq's sovereignty".  "The Turkish 
government's policy of escalation of conflict is aimed at changing the region's geopolitical map in the interest of 
the AKP [the Turkish ruling Justice and Development Party]," it added, warning of a great risk against the 
Kurdish nation. 
 
Late Iraqi president's statue stirs controversy 
A statue of the late Jalal Talabani, Iraq's first Kurdish president, has stirred controversy in Kirkuk as Iraqi forces 
decided to remove it.  The statue was unofficially erected in the Kirkuk Citadel on March 14, to be removed hours 
later by the Iraqi authorities.  A Kirkuk law enforcement official told press that the statue was removed as its 
erection was "an individual act" by a Kirkuk policeman. He added that no official approval from Baghdad was 
issued to install it.  "The place where the statue was erected is not fitting for such an Iraqi symbol," the official 
was quoted as saying on March 16.  Meanwhile, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan's (PUK) office in Kirkuk said in a 
statement that the statue was sculpted by a Talabani lover at his own expense, denying that the commissioner 
had coordinated with the citadel or with the union.  Iraqi forces arrested the spokesman of the Kirkuk province 
police for taking part in the statue's erection according to reports.  Meanwhile, Jamal Shukr, deputy head of the 
PUK's office in Kirkuk denied this, describing the incident as "merely a misunderstanding between the police and 
the Iraqi forces" which was later "resolved".   
 
Bodies of 29 Indian workers found in Mosul 
Iraqi authorities have reportedly found the bodies of 39 Indian workers who were abducted by militants from the 
Mosul area three years ago according to India’s foreign minister.  The abducted workers, mostly from northern 
India, had been employed by a construction company near Mosul when militants overran the Iraqi city and 
seized wide swaths of territory. Relatives said they received phone calls from some of the workers five days after 
Mosul was captured in 2015 saying they needed help.  Around 10,000 Indians worked and lived in Iraq at that 
time.  Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj told MPs in the Indian Parliament on March 20 that the 
bodies were recently found buried in a mound of earth near Badush, a village northwest of Mosul that Iraqi 
forces had taken back from the Islamic State group last July.  Search operations led to a mound in Badush 
where local residents said bodies had been buried by the Islamic State group, Swaraj said. 
 
5 arrested for assassination of KDPI commander 
Five people have been arrested in connection with the assassination of a commander of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party-Iran (KDPI) earlier this month, the party reported. The killing took place "at the order of the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards," said the party, a Kurdish armed group opposed to the Iranian government. Those 
arrested have confessed to their role in killing Qadir Qadiri, the PDK commander who was killed in a Kurdish 
village in Raniya of Sulaymaniyah province, about 79 kilometres east of Erbil city on March 6. "With the support 
and cooperation between the security agencies of the Southern [Iraqi] Kurdistan, and the intelligence agency of 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party, all the criminals of the terror [attack], who number five people, have been 
arrested," the party said in a statement. No KRG security agency commented on the revelation made by the 
PDK, but a party official told press that it is highly likely that the arrests were made by the Assayish, Kurdish 
security. Qubad Talabani, deputy KRG prime minister, in March pledged his government would investigate the 
assassination 
 
Iraq to re-open border crossing with Syria ‘soon’ 
Iraq’s Border Port Commission (BPC) has said that al-Qaim crossing on the Syrian border will be re-opened 
soon after clearing the area of mines and explosive charges.  In cooperation with Al-Qaim district chief, a 
Popular Mobilisation Forces unit and the army were deployed in the border area and removed mines and 
explosives left behind by Islamic State.   The forces “prepared the border crossing completely and cleared it of 
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remnants of the military operations”, the statement said.  Head of the BPC Kadhum al-Oqabi said the border 
crossing “will be re-opened soon”, the statement said.  

Humanitarian 
 
Iraq celebrates lifting ban on hosting international football 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has congratulated the Iraqi people on the lifting of a 15 year-old ban on 
international football in the country, owing it to the country's "stable security". The International Football 
Federation (FIFA) and the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) both announced on 16 March allowing Iraq to 
host international football games in three stadiums in Karbala, Basra and Erbil. The ban remains intact on the 
capital.  Abadi called for resuming "procedures" until the ban is fully lifted.  Iraqis took to the streets late on 
March 16 to celebrate the decision.  Iraq's Ministry of Youth and Sports and its football federation have been 
working on lifting the ban for the past year.   

Economy 
 
Iraq will pay salaries of Kurdish employees for Oil Revenue 
The government of Iraq is ready to pay full salaries of the Kurdistan Region’s employees if Erbil provided 
Baghdad with its oil revenue, an Iraqi government spokesman has said. Speaking to press, the spokesman said 
Baghdad is “abided to paying a portion of employees’ salaries while the rest would be covered by the Kurdish 
government from its oil sales saying “The portion sent to [the Kurdistan Region] with the region’s oil sales is 
enough to provide full salaries of the Kurdistan Region’s employees”.   
 
Sulaymaniyah Airport resumes international flights 
On March 20, it was reported that Sulaymaniyah airport serviced its first international flight since the ban 
imposed by Baghdad last September.  A flight to Oman took off at 1:30 pm local time as per a flight timetable 
sent from Iraqi Airways.  It was reported that other companies were preparing their flight schedules in order to 
resume their programs.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
Turkish military operations against PKK militias in northern Iraq have now entered a third week and evidence of 
further, deeper incursions by the Turkish army inside the Kurdistan region has been apparent.  On March 18, it 
was reported that clashes occurred between Turkish forces and PKK militants in the Turkish-Iranian border 
triangle, with Turkish forces reportedly penetrating about 15 kilometres inside Iraqi territory in the area of 
Sidekan, Erbil province, establishing a number of military ‘bases’ in the area.  The PKK announced that it had 
killed two Turkish soldiers in an attack against a Turkish base in the Bradost area in northern Erbil.  Meanwhile, 
the Turkish Military Command stated that 50 ‘terrorists’ had been killed since the start of the current phase of 
operations on March 10.  Clashes were also reported in northern Iraq's Hakurk region.   
 
Protest action has again been evident this week, with a number of health workers in Halabja, Sulaymaniyah, 
Rania and Koya commencing strike action due to the non-payment of salaries by the KRG.  Kurdish teachers, 
employees and health workers in different parts of the KR-I continued their protests for 2 days although action 
has somewhat tailed off towards the end of the reporting period, likely in response to the announcement by 
Baghdad that health and teaching workers would be receiving their outstanding salaries.   
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It was also reported that Kurds in Erbil and Sulaymaniyah protested against the fall of the Kurdish-held enclave 
of Afrin in Syria to the Turkish military and Ankara-backed rebels on March 18 with the Governor of 
Sulaymaniyah, Haval Abubakr announcing a three-day mourning period in the province to show support for the 
Kurdish resistance.  
 
In Nineveh province, we have seen an increase in IS attacks in south and west of Mosul this week, particularly in 
the Badush and Hammam al-Ali areas as ISF continued to carry out sweep and clear operations in Mosul city 
itself.  IED incidents and IS attacks have been concentrated west of the Tigris River predominantly in rural areas 
in the countryside south west of Mosul.   Incidents in Badush this week include the arrest of a senior IS security 
figure (the chief of the so-called Islamic Police) in an operation in Shaqrah village and a major find in which ISF 
intelligence officers arrested an individual and seized a cargo truck loaded with 4200 x rounds of light weapons 
ammunition, 100 x detonators, 83 x magazines, 43 x hand grenades, 27 x cell phone detonators, 26 x UVIEDs, 
16 x rifles (Ak-47, M16, PK Machine gun), 13 x handgun suppressors, 12 x rocket-propelled grenades, 4 x 
propellant charges, 2 x Glock pistols and multiple IED-making components.  It was reported that the shipment 
was smuggled from Syria into Iraq and it was on its way to an unspecified location in western Mosul city.   
 
Meanwhile, the western border with Syria continues to be active with artillery assets of 29 Brigade PMF 
launching numerous fire missions against IS mortar crews near Tal Asfuk and also repelling an IS attack against 
their positions.  Tal Asfuk was liberated from IS control in June 2017 and remains a strategically important town 
on the MSR between Iraq and Syria.  
 
Finally, unconfirmed press reports indicated that Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) militias announced their 
withdrawal from Sinjar stating that the ISF will now safeguard Yezidis in the town.  A statement from the 
Kurdistan Communities Union, a PKK umbrella group said “Since Yezidis have organized and can now run their 
own affairs and the Iraqi state has accepted the wishes of the Yezidi people and is prepared to protect their 
security, we took the decision to withdraw our guerrilla forces from Shingal".   
 
Activity levels have also increased in Salah-al-Din province with a number of IS-related incidents indicating that 
the group is working to revitalize its networks, particularly in the north of the province in Samara and Baiji. In 
response, the Sadrist’ Peace Bde PMU reportedly deployed 1950 fighters around Samara city in order to secure 
celebrations in commemoration of Imam Ali al-Hadi and to safeguard the main road between Baghdad and 
Samarra in southern Salah-al-Din.  In Tuz Khourmatu the security situation continues to give cause for concern, 
with IS and dissident Kurdish activity evident.  Incidents this week indicate that IS are continuing their attacks on 
MSRs in the region, using IVCPs to halt potential targets before launching SAF attacks against them.  On March 
20, IS in two vehicles and a motor cycle established an IVCP between the Sarhah and Maftul villages on the 
Kirkuk to Baghdad road kidnapping an unspecified number of people and shooting and wounding some who 
attempted to escape.  It was later reported that elements of 52 PMU Bde clashed with IS members between 
Maftul and Sarhah villages and rescued four hostages in a follow-up operation.  In addition six civilians were 
killed and another 15 were wounded as IS militants stopped several vehicles at an IVCP on the Tuz Khourmatu 
to Daquq road.  In response to these attacks, Iraqi Army and PMF units have reportedly reinforced their forces 
around Tuz Khourmatu city and instigated a curfew.  Finally, it was also reported that PMF artillery conducted 
heavy shelling on suspected positions of an “al-Qaida-linked Kurdish jihadi group” near Qadir Karam area, 10 km 
east of Tuz Khourmatu.   
 
In Kirkuk province, we have once again seen heightened Islamic State activity, particularly in areas within the 
former IS-stronghold of Hawijah district.  This week, IS insurgents reportedly ambushed a number of tribal 
fighters near Karu village in the Sargaran area northwest of Kirkuk killing one and wounding five.  In addition, IS 
set up an IVCP in a village in Zab district where they murdered two people and kidnapped three others echoing 
the tactics used in neighbouring Salah-al-Din.  
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Finally, in Diyala province, the Hamrin Basin and Mandali area in eastern Diyala province continue to see high 
levels of IS activity. On March 20, a civilian was wounded by a roadside IED in al-Skouk village located in the 
southern outskirts of Kan'an sub-district, east of Baqubah.  Meanwhile, the head of Mandali security, Haidar 
Sattar Mandelawi stated that the main road link between Balad Ruz and Mandali, east of Baqubah, would be 
closed to all traffic between 7 pm to 6 am, as of the 16 March 2018 until further notice, due to security reasons.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 
IS offensive capability in the Anbar region was demonstrated during the reporting period with militants reportedly 
killing four border guards in an ambush near the Iraqi border with neighbouring Jordan.  The incident occurred 
after midnight on March 22, when insurgents opened fire on a vehicle carrying the border guards, who were in 
civilian uniform, and travelling on the MSR near the Trebil border crossing with Jordan.  In addition, the Iraqi 
border protection force was reported to have repulsed an IS attack on an outpost in the desert area of Ennazeh, 
400 km west of Ramadi, near to the Saudi border which reportedly resulted in the insurgents taking heavy 
casualties.  Finally, three soldiers were killed and three wounded, including an officer, in an IED strike in the Al-
Jazeera area, north of Ramadi and an IA officer was killed in a roadside IED detonation against his patrol in the 
Albu Thiyab area also north of Ramadi.  
 
The reporting period has seen at least four significant finds in western Anbar province.  A cache of explosives 
was found and seized in a search operation in Shahabi area in eastern Anbar and a cache of munitions 
containing 100 x mortar rounds (120mm) was recovered in an operation in Al-Qaim. Anbar Operations 
Command also reported discovering an IS training camp near a disused military airbase south of Rutbah, which 
contained 9 x RPG-7s and 17 x rocket-propelled grenades.  Finally, in the Tal Jarayshi area, north of Ramadi, 
200 x mortar rounds (120 mm), 30 x mortar rounds (60 mm), 25 x artillery shells (155 mm), 30 x rockets, 8 x anti-
armour IEDs, 1 x Katyusha rocket, 15 x anti-tank rockets and multiple hand grenades, were discovered and 
detonated under control.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 
 

 

 

 
In terms of IED incidents, Baghdad city has seen a continued decrease in incident this week with only one IED 
detonation recorded near shops in the Hawr Rajab area near Dora in East Rashid District on March 19, which 
left two civilians wounded.  Other activity has conformed to regional norms, comprising primarily of isolated SAF 
attacks and criminal arrests.  In one incident of note, a security member of the Awakening Sunni militia was killed 
and another wounded when unidentified gunmen opened fire on their vehicle as they drove through Hawr Rajab 
area also in Dora, East Rashid District.   Meanwhile, the regular Sadrist protests took place in Tahrir Square in 
Rusafah District on Friday 23 March 2018, this time commemorating the second anniversary of the sit-in outside 
Baghdad's Green Zone in 2016. 
 
The peripheries of Baghdad province remain at a risk of recurring terrorist activity, in particular in areas bordering 
with Diyala and Anbar provinces.  This was borne out on March 21, when ISF reportedly arrested three IS 
suicide attackers in an operation in Tarmiyah before they detonated their explosives-rigged belts against civilians 
in the area. Shortly afterwards, troops belonging to the 8th Bde of the PMF killed multiple IS militants in clashes 
during a search and raid operation carried in the same area in what appeared to be a follow-up operation.  Four 
IEDs were recorded in total this week in the Baghdad belts including a roadside IED in Sayed Abdullah village of 
Yusufiya, south of Baghdad which wounded three civilians.   Protest activity has also continued to threaten 
MSRs in the area, particularly in the Hussainiat al-Ma'amel area, northeast of Baghdad after demonstrators 
carried out daily protests and threatened to cut off the main road link between Baghdad and Diyala, and shut 
down an electrical substation in eastern Baghdad city, which provides the power to the areas of Karadah, 
Jadriyah, New Baghdad, Sadr City and Adhamiyah if their demands were not met. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
In a continuation of an increase in insurgent activity in Babil province last week, two members of al-Hashd Al-
Shaabi PMF were wounded when unidentified gunmen opened fire on their patrol whilst transiting the al-Buhairat 
area of Iskandariyah sub-district, north of Hillah on March 20.  
 
In the rest of the southern provinces, activity conformed to regional norms with routine demonstrations and 
criminal arrests reported.   In Najaf, local tribes began a campaign to reject the unconfirmed visit by Crown 
Prince Bin Salman, (See GardaWorld Daily Report dated March 17) amidst rumours that he will pay a visit to the 
city. Sources close to Ayatollah Sistani were also quoted in national media saying he would not meet the prince 
if he arrives.  
 
Finally, in Basra province, it was also reported that the major ISF security operation in the province dubbed 
“Enforcing the law” has been successfully executed according to Basra Operations Command.  The first phase 
reportedly targeted drug trafficking and weapons and the second phase will start “soon”, focusing on eliminating 
tribal feuding. Finally, a number of demonstrations have been evident during the reporting with hundreds of 
demonstrators blocked the main road (Topeka) near Qibla in southern Basra City demanding improved services 
and threatening to boycott the elections.  Municipal workers on temporary contract have also demonstrated in 
front of the Basra Provincial Council building in Ashar, over delayed monthly wages.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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Middle East 
International Protective Services Headquarters 
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House  
DIFC, PO Box 482069  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
United States 
1101 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 1725 
Arlington, VA, 22209 
United States 
 
UK 
5th Floor 
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London 
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Europe 
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
 
 
garda.com/ips 

 


	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	Short term outlook 4
	Medium to long term outlook 4
	US Ambassador to Iraq cautions against PMU involvement in Parliamentary elections 5
	Iraq will pay salaries of Kurdish employees for Oil Revenue 5
	Political 6
	Security 7
	Humanitarian 9
	Economy 9
	Countrywide Military/Security Situation 10

	Activity Map
	OUTLOOK
	Short term outlook
	Medium to long term outlook

	Significant events
	US Ambassador to Iraq cautions against PMU involvement in Parliamentary elections
	Iraq will pay salaries of Kurdish employees for Oil Revenue

	THREAT MATRIX
	Political
	Security
	Humanitarian
	Economy

	WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
	Countrywide Military/Security Situation

	ACRONYM LIST
	GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
	GARDAWORLD

