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OUTLOOK  

Short term: Election period  
 

 May 12 parliamentary elections will likely dominate headlines in the immediate outlook, with the last days 

of electoral campaigning likely to see increased tensions. In line with earlier assessments, there has 

been no widespread use of violence; however, low-level intimidation attacks on political figures have 

continued to be seen recurrently over the past three weeks.  

 

 Security is expected to increase significantly in the 72 hours up to May 12 and movement planning 

should be avoided on election day itself. Traffic restrictions are expected to be seen in Baghdad city, 

applying to all vehicles without election-related permits. There has been no official announcement as for 

airport operations, but in 2014 the airports were closed on election day (announced at a relatively short 

notice). In 2014, traffic restrictions were relaxed later during the day to improve turnout.    

 
 Local employees may expect time off for voting, in particular, if vehicular traffic is affected. Plans to 

facilitate their movement to/from polling stations should be considered to minimise disruption to 

international operations.  Coordination with local security/election authorities will also lessen disruption. 

 

 The risk of terrorist attacks will be elevated during the election period. In addition to May 12, extra care is 

advised on May 10, when special voting will be held for ISF members. ISF voting centres are an 

attractive target for Islamic State-aligned militants. On May 04, IS reiterated its threat to target the 

electoral process in Iraq in the latest edition of the group’s propaganda bulletin, al-Naba. 

 
 Notably, there were no recent attacks on election-related targets by Islamic State, corroborating the 

earlier assessments their operational capabilities remain limited, despite the intent to target the 

elections. IS claimed the suicide attack on a political meeting in Hit, Anbar province, in early April. On the 

other hand, the VBIED targeting a Turkmen candidate in Kirkuk city was more likely linked to local 

rivalries than any jihadist agenda. Attacks in Baghdad have remained constrained by reduced IS 

capabilities and security footprint so far. The risk of election-related violence remains relatively high in 

the disputed areas of Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din and Diyala provinces.  

 
 The risk of civil unrest will be moderately elevated in the days directly following the vote, in particular if 

substantiated accusations of electoral irregularities appear. Any significant technical difficulties with the 

newly implemented electronic voting system, preventing larger groups of voters from participating, will 

fuel discontent.  

 
 The holy Muslim month of Ramadan is expected to start on May 15 (the exact date depends on the first 

sighting of the moon and may vary between various Sunni/Shia religious communities). Security plans 

will be implemented across most provinces in Iraq. Busy periods should be in the evening around 

sunset. Such gatherings will be attractive targets for Sunni militants, who have repeatedly targeted the 

Shia civilian population during Ramadan. High-profile attacks will likely be attempted during this period, 

although activity should be broadly within established parameters. 
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Medium to long term outlook  

 
 A protracted period of coalition building will likely follow the elections. Political tensions are expected to 

be elevated, although the risk of civil unrest will be somewhat mitigated by the festive period of 

Ramadan. A period of transition will follow in which bureaucracy will increase as incumbents and policy 

change.  

 

 The election result and government composition is expected to have a significant impact on the security 

environment in northern Iraq. In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in 

Sunni dominated areas of the country, these areas will remain at risk of sectarian violence from radical 

Sunni elements, especially in Nineveh, Salah al-Din and western Kirkuk.  

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum, temporarily exacerbated by 

electioneering. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, 

Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Relations between Baghdad and Irbil have thawed somewhat since 

GOI’s decision to reopen the KR-Is airports to international traffic and release payments for Kurdish civil 

servants.   

 

 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 

of an insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS 

pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the 

Syrian border. From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, 

which in turn is connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in 

Syria. There is however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an 

asymmetric insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 

Basra and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 

 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

18 killed in SAF attack north of Baghdad 
On May 01, a group of armed men opened fire on civilians in the Jisr al-Malih area of Tarmiyah. Official sources 

confirmed 18 people were killed and five others were injured. While many reports said the militants opened fire 

randomly in the attacked area, most of the victims reportedly belonged to the family of a prominent lawyer, 

Rahim al-Marzoug. Islamic State has claimed responsibility for the attack, identifying the target as members of 

the Tribal Mobilisation Forces’. 

Top Iraqi cleric denies backing any party in election, warns over ‘corrupt politicians’ 
In a sermon delivered by his representative on May 04, the top Shia religious authority, Ali al-Sistani, has 

stressed that he “stands at an equal distance from all candidates in the upcoming polls”. Sistani said, however, 

that Iraqis should “avoid falling into the trap of those ... who are corrupt and those who have failed, whether they 

have been tried or not”. “Past electoral experiments were marked by failures, many of those who were elected or 

appointed to high positions in the government abused their power and took part in spreading corruption and 

squandering public money,” Sistani also said. 
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THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Sistani denies backing any party in upcoming polls; hints at opposition to Maliki’s return 

The representative of the Shia religious authority, Ali al-Sistani, has said that the top Iraqi Shia cleric “stands at 

an equal distance from all candidates in the upcoming polls” and did not identify any of them by name in his 

sermon. “The Higher Religious Authority does not support any electoral list, person or power at all,” Sheikh Abdel 

Mahdi al-Karbalai said during the Friday sermon he delivered on behalf of Sistani. The sermon was broadcast 

live by state-run Iraqiya News TV. Sistani said in the sermon that Iraqis should “avoid falling into the trap of those 

... who are corrupt and those who have failed, whether they have been tried or not”. “Past electoral experiments 

were marked by failures, many of those who were elected or appointed to high positions in the government 

abused their power and took part in spreading corruption and squandering public money,” Sistani also said.  

 

Abadi asks for investigation into Popular Mobilisation official’s killing 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi called for the Popular Mobilization Forces to form an investigative committee to 

look into the recent killing a senior PMF financial official, Qassim al-Zubaidi, in Baghdad. Abadi reportedly asked 

the head of the PMF Commission to lead the committee and present preliminary results within a week. Al-

Zubeidi was killed a targeted attack on his house in Karradah on April 29.  

 

Muqtada al-Sadr ‘withdraws’ support for PM Abadi second term 

Influential Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr said that it is “too soon” to discuss Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s bid for 

a second term in office. Having previously announced his support for another term for the premier, the head of 

the Sadrist Movement backtracked on his endorsement on May 01. Al-Sadr himself is campaigning for the 

Sa’eroun coalition (The Walking), bringing together the National Integrity Party (founded by al-Sadr) and the Iraqi 

Communist Party, in addition to smaller political groups such as the Fair State Party. On May 04, hundreds 

gathered in Tahrir Square as Muqtada al-Sadr visited Baghdad. Feeder routes leading to Tahrir Square were 

closed and secured by ISF, but the demonstration passed without incidents. He called for a ‘Million Man March’ 

ahead of the elections, despite earlier claims that he would halt this type of activity out of a sense of duty.  

Security 
 

ISF to launch security plan for parliamentary elections 

The spokesman for the Ministry of Interior, Brig. Gen. Saad Maan, confirmed the security plan for the 

parliamentary elections has been finalised. Speaking at a press conference on May 03, Maan said: “The plan 

has been drawn up by a security committee comprised of representatives of all the Iraqi security agencies in 

coordination with the electoral commission”. Security is likely to increase significantly in the 72 hours up to May 

12. The election period will represent an attractive target for Sunni militant groups fundamentally opposed to the 

democratic process, and attempts at high-profile attacks across Iraq should be anticipated.  

 

International coalition signals end of major operations in Iraq 

The US-led coalition announced that its ground forces command headquarters will be “deactivated”, marking the 

end of major operations in the campaign against Islamic State. “The Combined Joint Forces Land Component 

Command Headquarters was deactivated today [April 30] at a ceremony in Baghdad, signifying the end of major 

combat operations against ISIS [Islamic State] in Iraq and acknowledging the changing composition and 

responsibilities of the coalition” an official statement confirmed. It continued assuring that coalition’s relationship 

with the Iraqi armed forces would evolve “from supporting and enabling combat operations to the training and 

development of self-sufficient Iraqi security-related capabilities”. Brett McGurk, the US envoy to the coalition, 

tweeted: “From Falluja to Tikrit, Baiji, Ramadi, Sinjar, Mosul and points in between, our coalition has been proud 

to stand beside Iraqi forces and (Kurdish) Peshmerga as they liberated their country and 4.5 million fellow 

citizens from ISIS.”  
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International police action targets IS propaganda ability 

European and American law enforcement authorities announced they have crippled Islamic State’s propaganda 

machine in an operation targeting news agencies and radio stations used by the jihadi group on April 25-26. IS 

computer servers in the Netherlands, Canada and the US, as well as digital evidence in Bulgaria, France and 

Romania, were seized in a two-day takedown operation coordinated by Europol. The action targeted IS-branded 

media outlets such as Amaq and Nashir news agencies and al-Bayan radio, hitting the extremist organisation’s 

ability to broadcast and publicise terrorist material. Rob Wainwright, executive director of Europol, said: “With this 

groundbreaking operation we have punched a big hole in the capability of IS to spread propaganda online and 

radicalize young people in Europe.” The data captured as part of the operation will help to identify the 

administrators behind IS media outlets, Europol said. Despite the coordinated action, Islamic State group 

reportedly managed to put out material through its channels on the messaging app Telegram on 25-26 April.  

 

Media speculate Kurdish election official killed for exposing election fraud 

Media linked to the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) suggested that the Iraqi Kurdish election official from PUK, 

who was shot dead in Irbil on April 24, was killed because he was planning to expose an election fraud.  A report 

on the website of Gali Kurdistan TV suggested that Faris Muhammad, who was the administrative director of the 

Irbil office of the Kurdistan Region Independent High Elections and Referendum Commission (KIHERC), was 

gunned down because he was preparing a report on how 60,000 names were illegally registered in previous 

elections.  

 

High casualty toll in SAF attack north of Baghdad 

During the evening on May 01, a group of armed men opened fire on civilians in the Jisr al-Malih area of 

Tarmiyah. Official sources confirmed 18 people were killed and five others were injured. While many reports said 

the militants opened fire randomly in the attacked area, most of the victims reportedly belonged to the family of a 

prominent lawyer, Rahim al-Marzoug. Islamic State has claimed responsibility for the attack, saying it targeted 

‘members of the Tribal Mobilisation Forces’.  

Humanitarian 
 

Over 60 Iraqi civilians killed in acts of violence in April 

The United Nations Assistance Mission (UNAMI) for Iraq released the casualty figures recorded for Iraq in 

March. A total of 68 Iraqi civilians were killed and another 122 injured in acts of terrorism, violence and armed 

conflict in during the month, the statement said. The figures include “ordinary civilians and others who can be 

considered civilian at the time of death or injury, such as police in non-combat functions, civil defence, personal 

security teams, facilities protection police, and fire department personnel”. The number of civilians killed (not 

including police) was 64, while the number of injured (not including police) was 121. Anbar was the worst 

affected province, with 53 civilian casualties (24 killed, 29 injured), followed by Baghdad and Kirkuk. UNAMI 

caveat the figures reported have to be considered as the absolute minimum, as they are limited in effectively 

verifying casualties in certain areas. This is another drop from last month’s figures, with 104 confirmed killed and 

177 others injured across Iraq.   

        

Thousands of smuggled antiquities returned to Iraqi authorities 

Around 3,800 ancient artefacts illegally acquired by a US-based arts-and-crafts retailer were returned to Iraq at a 

ceremony in Washington on May 02. The items are expected to be displayed in Iraq’s National Museum. “On 

behalf of US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and thanks to the hard work of the Office of the 

Special Agent in Charge in New York, it is a great honor for me to return so many priceless cultural artefacts to 

the people of Iraq,” said ICE Acting Director Thomas Homan. “We will continue to work together to prevent the 

looting of antiquities and ensure that those who would attempt to profit from this crime are held accountable.” On 

his part Ambassador of Iraq to the United States, Fareed Yasseen, stressed “These pieces are very important to 

us and they should be returned home to Iraq, to the rightful owner".   
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Economy  

Iraq announces an increase in oil revenue despite lower export figures for April 

Iraqi Ministry of Oil announced the monthly crude export average dropped to 3.62 million barrels per day (bpd) in 

April, but the oil revenue was higher than last month due to the growing price of oil. Federal Government was 

exporting 3.340 million bpd, as compared to 3.453 million bpd in March. Average exports through the KRG-

controlled Ceyhan pipeline for the month was 314,000 bpd, brought down to some extent by a maintenance 

break. According to ministry officials the drop in export was mostly due to poor weather conditions affecting 

loading in Iraq’s southern terminals. 

 

Iraq asks Turkey to resume flights to Sulaymaniyah 

The Iraqi Federal Government reportedly asked Turkey to resume flights to Sulaymaniyah International Airport, 

according to the airport director, Tahir Abdullah, statement on April 30. "As far as I am aware, the Iraqi federal 

government and its Ministry of Transport have told the Turkish embassy in Baghdad that Turkey must deal with 

all Iraqi airports equally based on international protocols and agreements signed between Iraq and Turkey," 

Abdullah said. The Iraqi central government lifted a ban on international flights from and to Irbil and 

Sulaymaniyah on March 15, and Turkish flights for Irbil have resumed last month. However, Turkey has objected 

to the use of Sulaymaniyah airports, seemingly due to the PKK influence in the province.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Reporting from the Kurdish Region was relatively subdued during the week, with few kinetic incidents recorded 

and no major Turkish military operations within the region’s borders. Turkish airstrikes and artillery shelling were 

reported in the Hakurk area, north of Irbil. Turkish authorities said that the army ‘neutralized’ 28 members of the 

Kurdistan’ Workers Party (PKK) in northern Iraq. Meanwhile, PKK claimed killing three Turkish soldiers in the 

Barzan area on April 30, and two others near Sidekan on May 01. On May 04, fighting between PKK and the 

Turkish Army was also reported near Bradost. There were no major hostile incidents reported elsewhere in the 

Kurdish Region. Isolated killings apparently linked to family disputes or criminal enterprises were seen in Irbil 

city, Sulaymaniyah, Dahuk and Kalar district. Three individuals were arrested in relation to the last week’s killing 

of the Kurdish electoral commission official (see Security Overview). Kurdish security announced more than 12 

kg of heroin-like substance was seized near the town of Haji Omaran at the Iranian border. Levels of civil unrest 

were relatively low, with only a handful of protests reported during the week. Security guards continued 

protesting over the salary saving system, causing temporary traffic disruptions on the road between Koye and 

Irbil city on April 30.   

 

The usual brand of raids and arrest operations was seen in Nineveh. In the most notable incident, two policemen 

were killed and five others were wounded when an IED detonated against their patrol near a train station in 
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western Mosul city. As insurgent cells remain active in the border areas between Nineveh and Irbil, three 

insurgents were reported killed by Federal Police in the Mount Qara Chugh area on April 30. Three militants 

were shot as they were crossing the Tigris to deliver supplies to a hideout near Nimrud. Nevertheless, the active 

use of explosive devices and overt attacks on security forces remain relatively rare in Nineveh, which has not yet 

seen a resurgence of asymmetric attacks similar to Kirkuk, Salah al-Din and Diyala.  Arrest operations were 

again reported daily, locations including Mosul (Rahmaniyah, Zahra, Intisar, Matahin, Shuhada neighbourhoods), 

Hammam al-Alil, Tal Kayf, Badush. Nine women were arrested in al-Haj, Qayyarah sub-district, on suspicion of 

being members of the IS religious police (Hasbah). Similarly, caches of weaponry and explosives continue to be 

found, this week, in Tal Afar (30x mortar rounds, 8x Katyusha rockets, 9x IEDs and four grenades, 85x IEDs), 

Tal Kayf, Hammam al-Alil (14x rocket-propelled grenades) and Mount Atshana. 

 

Reporting from Kirkuk province again focused on the western district of Hawijah. Numerous finds of legacy 

explosives, weapons, and ammunition were again recorded during the week. ISF claimed three suicide attackers 

were killed, multiple insurgent shelters destroyed and four IEDs were seized near the Kudra village, Zab sub-

district. There were numerous cache finds reported over the week in Hawijah district. A number of targeted 

attacks were seen in Kirkuk city. Unidentified gunmen threw a stun grenade at the house of a North Oil Company 

employee in the Urubah neighbourhood of Kirkuk city on April 27. On May 04, an IED detonated outside the 

house of a Popular Mobilisation member in Bai Hassan, north-west of Kirkuk, causing substantial material 

damages. ISF released a kidnapped civilian after an exchange of gunfire with his kidnappers in the Cheman 

village of Laylan sub-district, south of Kirkuk.  

 

In Salah al-Din province, media attention once again focused on eastern districts where the Iraqi Security Forces 

continue operations in search of insurgent groups. Several IS militants were reportedly killed in an Iraqi airstrike 

in the Jalam al-Dawr area on May 02. A number of insurgent locations were targeted by airstrikes in Tuz 

Khurmatu district. Activity along the Tigris River Valley was again subdued, but intermittent clashes remind of the 

lingering insurgent influence in the area. This week, Popular Mobilisation elements rebuffed an insurgent attack 

near Baiji; two militants were reportedly killed.  ISF conducted a search operation leading to the arrest of three 

wanted militants in a safe house in Tikrit; another militant was arrested in the Alam district over the river to the 

east. Also of note, seven members of the Oil Police Force (OPF) were arrested on suspicion of being involved in 

oil smuggling in the Ishaqi area of Balad district to the south.  

 

Reporting from Diyala again concentrated on the easternmost areas, on the outskirts of Hamrin Mountains, 

towards the border with Iran. Two policemen were killed and four others were wounded when insurgents 

attacked a checkpoint in Jalawla on May 02; three policemen have gone missing. An IS financial figure was 

reportedly killed and several other militants arrested in the Nida Valley of Mandali district. An IED detonated near 

Saadiyah, injuring two members of an electrical maintenance crew. A quantity of ammunition, eight mortar 

rounds and five IEDs were found in al-Abyad Valley, within Mount Hamrin. Elsewhere in the province, a mixture 

of criminal incidents and anti-insurgent operations continues to be seen along the Diyala River Valley; there were 

several SAF and IED incidents in the usual hotspots around Muqdadiyah.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

There were no major attacks in Anbar over the reporting period with finds of legacy explosive devices and ISF 

operations reported daily. There were numerous IED finds reported in Ramadi district during the week, after ISF 

announced security sweeps in the area. This included finds near Albu Jawari, Albu Fahad (a boat loaded with 4x 

IEDs and six jerry cans with military-grade explosives), Albu Hantoush area of Jazirat al-Khalidiyah (3x IEDs), 7 

and 18 Kilo outposts to the west (16x IEDs, 2x IEDs, 7x IEDs), Jarayshi (one kilogram of military-grade 

explosives, cache of munitions); Albu Asaf (2x IEDs). Anbar Operations Command reported 15 devices were 

found near the asphalt plant and in agricultural areas along Route Mobile. Also in Ramadi district, two men were 

arrested in al-Tash and Albu Assaf areas on suspicion of terrorist activity.  

 

The outlying districts continue to see a mixture of security operations, injuries from legacy explosive devices and 

sporadic armed confrontations. ISF Explosive Ordnance Disposal teams defused twenty IEDs in Qaim in western 

Anbar. Popular Mobilisation reported 17 explosive devices detonated in Baghdadi sub-district highlighting the 

hazard from unexploded ordnance during periods of heavy rains. A legacy IED detonation wounded four civilians 

near Rawah. IA 10th DIV elements found an explosives-rigged vest near Husaybah, Qaim district. A roadside 

IED detonated near Rawah on May 04, injuring two civilians. Airstrikes were reported in the desert areas of 

Rutbah district. Two IS locations were destroyed and a number of militants reported killed south of Rutbah. Two 

IS fuel storage tanks and one camp were destroyed in the Ajel Valley, south-east of Rutbah. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

 

There were no high-profile incidents or major attacks on the electoral process reported during the week, as the 

campaign ahead of parliamentary polls dominates reporting from Baghdad and wider Iraq. A candidate of the 

State of Law coalition, Najm al-Hasnawi, was killed in an exchange of fire apparently linked to a tribal dispute in 

the Mashtal area of New Baghdad. A candidate of the Wataniya coalition, led by former Prime Minister Ayad 

Allawi, claimed he was attacked after his convoy was intercepted by a group of unidentified gunmen riding in 

multiple vehicles; no casualties were reported. In Baghdad city, a candidate of the electoral Fatah Alliance, 

Jassim al-Saadi, said he was attacked with SAF in the Habibiyah area of Sadr City. A notable close-quarter 

killing with political undertones occurred on April 29, targeting a senior Popular Mobilisation financial official, 

Qassim al-Zubaidi (see Political Overview).  

  

Reporting from the city mostly reflected the usual brand of criminal activity and low-level attacks on civilians. This 

included a number of low-yield detonations without evidence for terrorist intent. There were four non-lethal 

detonations reported on April 29 during the night. This included a hand grenade on a house in Sadr City, an IED 

near a barbershop in Kamaliyah, a hand grenade on a house in the Shuhada al-Obeidi area, and a hand 

grenade in front of a house in the Tubji area. All incidents are consistent with the pattern of intimidation attacks. 

Grenade attacks were also seen in Sadr City (May 01, May 02), Ghazaliya area (May 01). On the other hand, 

shootings resulted in a number of casualties, primarily in the eastern districts of Adhamiyah, Sadr City and New 

Baghdad. Arrests on terrorism charges were seen in Amil neighbourhood, Sadr City and al-Husseiniya, in 

addition to numerous criminal arrests.  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

05 May 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [14]                        garda.com/ips 

 

 

A notable high-profile SAF attack occurred on the northern outskirts of Baghdad Province, in Tarmiyah, on May 

01. A group of armed men opened fire on civilians in the Jisr al-Malih area of Tarmiyah; official sources 

confirmed eighteen people were killed and five others were injured. ISF launched an operation in search of 

militants involved in the attack. Otherwise, indiscriminate attacks on civilians in the Baghdad Belts were relatively 

few. Three people were wounded in an IED detonation in Taji district on April 30. An IED detonated in Tarmiyah 

on May 01, injuring two civilians. Targeted shootings and UVIED incidents are still being recorded almost weekly 

in the Iraqi capital, but they have markedly reduced since the turn of the year. UVIED detonations were seen in 

Arab Jabour and Boub al-Sham. An exchange office was killed in close-quarter shooting in Jisr Diyala, south-

east of Baghdad.  

 

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

05 May 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [15]                        garda.com/ips 

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

ISF continue pre-emptive operations and security sweeps in the northern areas of the region, bordering with 

Baghdad and Anbar. A number of operations were reported in the historic IS support ground in Jurf al-Sakhar. 

The Middle Euphrates Operations Command elements found a suspected base of a terrorist cell with quantities 

of food and medical supplies in al-Abd Weis village of Jurf al-Sakhar.  A cache containing multiple artillery shells, 

mortar rounds was found in the nearby rural area of Bahbahan. On 28 April, a PMF member, reportedly 

belonging to the Kata'ib Hezbollah, was wounded in a drive-by shooting in Jurf al-Sakhar. An IED detonated in 

the vicinity of a mosque in Jabla on May 04, causing material damage to the fence but no casualties. 

The overall situation in the region remains unchanged with the majority of hostile incidents related to a typical 

pattern of social violence, tribal dispute and criminal activity. Tribal disagreements are common in the region and 

intra-Shia rivalry remains a constant undercurrent of life in the southern provinces, with a relatively high number 

of tribal disputes turning violent and often as in this case fatal. There were two election-related incidents, but 

none resulted in fatalities. A candidate of the Sa’eroon Alliance (Sadrist movement and Iraqi Communist Party), 

Hussein al-Zurfi, was wounded along with his wife and daughter when unidentified gunmen shot at their vehicle 

in Babel province on April 30. It remains unconfirmed if the attack was directly linked to al-Zurfi’s political role. 

Unknown individuals set a small fire outside an office linked to PM al-Abadi’s Nasr Alliance south of Basra late 

on April 27; minor material damage resulted. Few notable incidents were recorded over the reporting period in 

Basra with all incidents remaining relatively low-level.  
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Incidents and operations linked to drug phenomenon in the region continue. One person was killed and five 

others were injured when armed skirmishing ensued between two groups of drug dealers in the Barakat area of 

al-Warka sub-district, north of Samawah. ISF deployed to the scene and four men were subsequently arrested, a 

large quantity of cash and 5 kilograms of cannabis and crystal meth were reportedly seized. A police captain 

(brother of Muthanna provincial councillor) was subsequently arrested on murder and drug trafficking charges, 

reportedly as a result of a confession given by one of the culprits.  

Demonstrations over local issues, including service provision, electricity privatisation and employment were seen 

again across the region, but there were few indications of any expected escalation. Dozens demonstrated in 

Diwaniyah calling for participating in elections and rejecting corrupt and ineffective candidates. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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