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OUTLOOK  

Short term: Election period  
 

 The results of the May 12 parliamentary elections will likely dominate headlines in the immediate 
outlook. In line with earlier assessments, there has been no widespread use of violence over the election 
period; however, low-level intimidation attacks on political figures may continue following the 
announcement of the results of the polls.  

 
 At the time of writing we have seen no major terrorist attacks on the polling stations, corroborating the 

earlier assessments their operational capabilities remain limited, despite the intent to target the 
elections.  However, it was reported that a large-scale SVEST attack on Balad was thwarted by ISF and 
a VBIED possibly intended for Baghdad was stopped and control detonated in northern Baghdad 
Province on May 09. Attacks in Baghdad itself have, however, remained constrained by reduced IS 
capabilities and security footprint so far.  

 
 The risk of civil unrest will be elevated in the days directly following the vote, in particular if substantiated 

accusations of electoral irregularities appear. Any significant technical difficulties with the newly 
implemented electronic voting system, preventing larger groups of voters from participating, may also 
fuel discontent in the period following the elections.  It is therefore possible that we may see 
demonstrations within the capital and the other Iraqi provinces in the days and weeks following the 
election    
 

 The holy Muslim month of Ramadan is expected to start on May 15 (the exact date depends on the first 
sighting of the moon and may vary between various Sunni/Shia religious communities). Security plans 
will be implemented across most provinces in Iraq. Busy periods should be in the evening around 
sunset. Such gatherings will be attractive targets for Sunni militants, who have repeatedly targeted the 
Shia civilian population during Ramadan. High-profile attacks will likely be attempted during this period, 
although activity should be broadly within established parameters. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 A protracted period of coalition building will likely follow the elections. Political tensions are expected to 
be elevated, although the risk of civil unrest will be somewhat mitigated by the festive period of 
Ramadan. A period of transition will follow in which bureaucracy will increase as incumbents and policy 
change.  

 
 The election result and government composition is expected to have a significant impact on the security 

environment in northern Iraq. In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in 
Sunni dominated areas of the country, these areas will remain at risk of sectarian violence from radical 
Sunni elements, especially in Nineveh, Salah al-Din and western Kirkuk.  
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum, temporarily exacerbated by 
electioneering. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, 
Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Relations between Baghdad and Irbil have thawed somewhat since 
GOI’s decision to reopen the KR-Is airports to international traffic and release payments for Kurdish civil 
servants.   
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 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 
of an insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS 
pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the 
Syrian border. From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, 
which in turn is connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in 
Syria. There is however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an 
asymmetric insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 
 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 
Basra and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by militia factions 
expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraqi media report smooth sailing in preliminary polls, with few hiccups 
As voting in Iraq's parliamentary elections began for security forces and expatriates on May 10, coverage of the 
polling primarily focused on smooth procedures, with some minor irregularities appearing in some outlets.  State-
owned Iraqia News television channel reported large numbers of voters in polling stations abroad, noting that 
160,000 members of the security forces participated in the vote. 78% of Iraq’s military personnel, including 
Kurdistan Peshmerga forces, cast their votes on May 10.  Riyaz Badran, head of the commission’s 
administration, said that the total number of voters was 703,264. Kurdistan 24 reported that the turnout in Erbil 
province was 84% while in Sulaymaniyah it was estimated at 67%.   

Iraq's PM urges flexibility in forming coming cabinet 
Iraq's Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has called on political blocs to be flexible in the formation of the coming 
government, as the country is set to hold a key parliamentary vote, the first after the defeat of Islamic State (IS) 
group.  "Iraq is going through a construction phase … political blocs should open up to each other in the 
formation of the coming government," Abadi said in his weekly news conference. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 
Iraqi media report smooth sailing in polls, with few hiccups 
As voting in Iraq's parliamentary elections began for security forces and expatriates on May 10, coverage of the 
polling primarily focused on smooth procedures, with some minor irregularities appearing in some outlets.  State-
owned Iraqia News television channel reported large numbers of voters in polling stations abroad, noting that 
160,000 members of the security forces participated in the vote.  Meanwhile, the channel also reported that 
voting is taking place in 674 polling stations overseas, adding that 26,000 inmates in prisons are also eligible for 
voting domestically.  The state-owned channel moreover played nationalist songs early in the morning to 
encourage voters on in the legislative poll.  Pro-Shia Al-Itejah channel similarly reported on the regularity of 
procedures, though procedures seemed slightly less straightforward in their coverage.  The channel reported 
that polling stations were not permitting security forces to vote if their voting cards were not valid, "in violation of 
instructions".  Al-Itejah also reported flooding from rains in Wasit province, however noting that voting continued 
nonetheless.  Private Iraqi Al-Sharqiyah channel also reported violations at a polling station in Turkey, where it 
was claimed that observers from only one entity were being allowed entry, while others were turned away.  
Similarly, Maysan governorate was also hit by flooding, forcing voters to travel to polling stations by car, 
according to the website of Beirut-based Al-Sumaria.  Meanwhile, Baghdad-based Shafaq news reported that 
security forces faced some difficulty in voting due to lags in the electronic voting system.  Also, in a separate 
report, Shafaq also reported that a Kurdish channel was prevented from covering the voting process in the 
contested district of Sinjar.  Kurdistan 24 television channel said that security forces and members of the Shia 
paramilitary Popular Mobilisation Forces prevented the channel's correspondent from covering voting in the 
district.  Shafaq also cited a report by a local observatory that said a number of violations were observed, 
including campaign posters near polling stations, delays in opening a number of stations, and the prevention of 
members of the observatory from monitoring the voting.  Voting began domestically for members of the Iraqi 
security forces, as well as for inmates in prison, while Iraqis living abroad also began casting their ballots in their 
respective countries.  COMMENT:  ‘Latest reporting has quoted Iraq’s Independent High Electoral Commission 
as saying that that 78% of Iraq’s military personnel, including Kurdistan Peshmerga forces, had cast their votes 
on May 10.  Riyaz Badran, head of the commission’s administration, said that the total number of voters was 
703,264. Kurdistan 24 reported that the turnout in Erbil province was 84% while in Sulaymaniyah it was 
estimated at 67%.  The Electoral Commission said earlier that violations in the process had forced them to shut 
down 11 polling stations across Sulaymaniyah province. Meanwhile, Iraqis at home will cast their votes on 12 
May, with nearly 7,000 candidates competing for 328 parliament seats in 18 provinces, using Iraq's proportional 
representation system. Some 24 million out of Iraq's overall population of 37 million people are eligible to vote.  
The alliance or faction with the majority of seats in the election will win the right to choose the upcoming prime 
minister.’  COMMENT ENDS. 
 
Iraq to announce results of home, abroad vote at once 
The head of the Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC), the body overseeing Iraq's elections, has said 
that the results of the "special vote" for security forces, prisoners and Iraqis living abroad will be announced 
together with the results of the general vote. State-run Iraqia News TV on May 10 also quoted the IHEC as 
saying that the turnout of the "special vote" had reached 28 per cent so far.  Iraqi expatriates and members of 
security forces have started casting their votes in the country's first parliamentary and local elections since the 
authorities declared the defeat of the Islamic State (IS) group. 
 
Iraq's PM urges flexibility in forming coming cabinet 
Iraq's Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has called on political blocs to be flexible in the formation of the coming 
government, as the country is set to hold a key parliamentary vote, the first after the defeat of Islamic State (IS) 
group.  "Iraq is going through a construction phase … political blocs should open up to each other in the 
formation of the coming government," Abadi said in his weekly news conference.  "The government has 
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completed all the logistics related to the elections … security forces are ready to deal with any incident during 
the vote," he said.  COMMENT:  ‘88 electoral lists, 205 political entities and 27 electoral coalitions are running in 
the parliamentary election with around 7,000 candidates on 12 May.  The winning electoral coalition will be 
tasked with forming the coming government, according to the constitution.’  COMMENT ENDS. 
 
Iraq's Sadr endorses Maysan governor for premiership 
Leading Iraqi Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr has announced his endorsement for the governor of Maysan province 
for premiership after reportedly withdrawing support for incumbent Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi.  The leader of 
the Sadrist Movement said he would nominate the governor, Ali Dawai, if his alliance earns a majority of seats in 
the ongoing legislative polls according to press reporting.  Dawai's alliance, dubbed Sairoun, is running on a pan-
sectarian platform and also enjoys Sadr's support.  The alliance includes the Sadrist-backed Istiqamah Party, as 
well as a number of other civil and leftist parties, such as the Communist Party.  Dawai is reportedly known for 
being actively engaged in the community in his south eastern Maysan province, which he has governed for two 
consecutive terms. 
 
Iraqi Kurdistan to hold double elections in September 
Iraqi Kurdistan Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani announced that Iraq's northern autonomous Kurdistan Region 
will hold its regional presidential and parliamentary elections on September 30, Kurdish media reports said on 
May 08.  The Kurdish region was initially scheduled to hold the elections on November 01, 2017, but the regional 
Kurdish parliament in Erbil delayed them last year citing technical reasons.  However the postponement came 
after the Iraqi army and PMF militias expelled Kurdish Peshmerga forces from disputed areas on October 16, 
2017, nearly a month after the Kurds held an independence referendum that the central government in Baghdad 
said was "unconstitutional".   
 
Head of Iraq's anti-graft authority resigns 
The head of Iraq's Commission of Integrity, Hassan al-Yasiri, has resigned from his post nearly two years after 
his first announced resignation.  Yasiri said on May 09 there is "no going back" this time on his decision to 
resign, after he had previously agreed to stay on in his post when his 2016 resignation was rejected by Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi.  "I hereby announce my resignation for reasons that I have announced repeatedly in 
conferences and forums," the former top whistle-blower reportedly said.  Yasiri had previously complained of 
insufficient judicial response to the suspected cases of corruption that had been observed under his leadership, 
calling on courts to keep up with the commission's work.  "Over the past three years, we… have taken new steps 
that have marked a qualitative shift in the work of the commission. Following a period when many people had not 
heard of the Commission of Integrity, news of its activities now tops news bulletins," Yasiri said, according to Al-
Ghad Press.  He added that over 29,000 suspected graft cases had been referred to courts throughout his 
tenure as head of the authority.   
 
Iraq 'regrets' US withdrawal from Iran nuclear deal 
Iraqi President Fuad Masum has expressed regret over US President Donald Trump's decision to withdraw from 
Iran's nuclear deal.  Masum urged the US "to reconsider its decision", saying the deal "represented a great 
achievement in consolidating the opportunities for establishing peace and progress for all the region's countries 
and the world", in a presidency statement.  "Iraq is against all weapons of mass destruction, especially nuclear 
ones," Masum said.  He expressed concern over the "US's unilateral withdrawal from a historical deal", saying 
the move "will not serve the possibility of promoting security and stability in the region and the world".  A day 
earlier, Trump said the US would withdraw an Obama-era nuclear agreement with Iran, vowing to re-impose 
economic sanctions that were waived when the deal was signed in 2015. 
 
 
Security Committee warns against possible catastrophe if “Iranian hands” target US forces in Iraq 
In follow-up reporting after the US announcement of its withdrawal from the Iranian deal, Iraqi Parliamentary 
Security and Defence Committee member Abdul Aziz Hassan has told press that the Iraqi Government will not 
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allow any military encounter between the US and Iran on Iraq’s soil, and stressed that any targeting of US forces 
in Iraq would lead to catastrophe.  He also said that agreements between Baghdad and Washington meant that 
no US strike could ever be launched against Iran from Iraq.  He also said that there were still “uncontrolled 
Iranian hands” in Iraq that receive funding from Tehran, and urged the GoI to defend the independence of Iraq 
against any foreign interference 
 
Iraq renews call for withdrawal of Turkish troops 
According to reports, Iraq has renewed its call for the withdrawal of Turkish troops from its territories. This came 
during talks between Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari and Turkish Parliament Speaker Ismail Kahraman 
in Ankara on May 4.  "Iraq has exerted strenuous efforts in its war against Daesh and achieved victory over it on 
behalf of the whole world, thanks to the unity of Iraqis and the support of friendly countries" press quoted Jaafari 
as saying.  Turkey had sent troops to a military camp in Bashiqa, northeast of Mosul, to train Sunni volunteers in 
the fight against IS militants in the area.  Jaafari and Kahraman reviewed the progress of relations between their 
countries and ways to enhance them in what serves the interests of the two neighbouring countries, according to 
a statement published on the foreign ministry's website on 5 May 5.  The two officials also discussed regional 
and international issues of common interests.  Jaafari stressed the importance of expanding cooperation 
between the two countries in all fields as well as coordination between their parliaments, the ministry's statement 
said.  The top diplomat expressed Iraq's gratitude and appreciation for what Turkey provided to the displaced 
Iraqi people and Turkey's participation in the international donors' conference held in Kuwait in February to 
support the reconstruction of Iraq.  For his part, Kahraman stressed that Turkey stands by Iraq in its war against 
terrorism and had contributed to the Kuwait conference as confirmation of continued support in the 
reconstruction phase. 

Security 

ISF intensify security measures ahead of May 12 elections 
Iraqi security forces intensified security measures near hundreds of polling centres across Iraq prior to the May 
12 elections.  Colonel Nibras Mohammed Ali, head of media office of Baghdad police, told press that "the police 
of Baghdad province started deployment security patrols to secure the polling centres, in accordance with a plan 
presented by Baghdad Operation Command (BOC)".   The BOC plan includes setting up three security belts: 
one of which is members of Facilities Protection Police wearing civilian uniforms inside the polling centres, 
second belt for police forces around the centres, while the third belt for soldiers and other security forces to 
deploy in wider circle in the surrounding area, Ali said.  The security plan also concentrates on intelligence 
efforts to secure the polling centres, through carrying out pre-emptive operations during the past few days, Ali 
added.  The security forces searched the areas surrounding the polling centres and secured the nearby high 
buildings by deploying security members on their roofs.  Ali praised the Iraqi citizens for being cooperative with 
the security forces during the pre-emptive operations, asserting that their cooperation is a result of defeating 
Islamic State (IS) group in Iraq, which gave great confidence to the citizens about the ability of the security 
forces.  "Up to 23,000 members of Baghdad police have participated to secure the elections, in addition to more 
security forces ready in intervene if needed," Ali said, adding that the Iraqi aircraft will also help in security the 
elections.  Earlier in the day, an electoral security committee said in a televised press release that international 
airports and border crossings would be closed for 24 hours on the day of elections.  "The closure will last from 
midnight Friday till midnight Saturday," the state-run Iraqiya TV channel quoted the committee as saying.  The 
security measures also include restricting movement of vehicles in the cities, in addition to suspending traffic 
between provinces on Saturday, the channel said.   

IS threatens voters to boycott Iraq election in Hawijah 
IS has threatened to use violence against those who would vote in the 12 May Iraqi parliamentary election in the 
town of Hawijah in Kirkuk Province, IS has sent letters to [senior] figures and residents of the villages of Hawijah, 
threatening them not to take part in the election", PMF commander in charge of the frontlines in northern Iraq, Ali 
Husseini, told Kurdish radio.  "Iraqi forces will be deployed in Hawijah on election day to make sure that people 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

12 May 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [9]                         

 

can vote freely," he said.  He added: "Iraqi forces apparently know every individual among those gunmen and it 
has been said that they will arrest them after the election".   
 
Iraq, Jordan to form military committee to secure border 
Iraqi and Jordanian foreign ministers have discussed forming a joint military committee to ensure border security, 
according to news reporting. Speaking at a press conference with his Jordanian counterpart Ayman Safadi, top 
Iraqi diplomat Ibrahim al-Jaafari stressed the importance of forming this committee "as soon as possible" to 
control the joint border and protect it from "terrorist groups".  Al-Jaafari warned that the threat of the Islamic State 
(IS) militant group "still exists".  He also said that both Baghdad and Amman were holding talks to develop 
bilateral relations, calling on Jordanian investors to contribute to the construction of Iraqi areas that have been 
destroyed in the war against IS.  
 
IS Leader Baghdadi Hiding in Syrian Desert 
The top leader of the IS is believed to be hiding in a desert area of Syria’s Deir Ez-zour province, an official from 
Iraq’s Interior Ministry has stated.  “The last information we have is that he is in Al-Hajin in Syria, 18 miles from 
the border in Deir ez-Zor province”, Abu Ali al-Basri, director-general of the intelligence and counter-terrorism 
office at the Iraqi Ministry of Interior, told Fox News on May 07.  The official noted that the intelligence received 
only a few days earlier.  He also revealed that Baghdad, together with Damascus and Moscow is planning a 
“multi-force raid” on Baghdadi’s hideout.  Brig. Gen. Yahya Rasool, spokesperson for the Iraqi Ministry of 
Defence and for the Joint Operations Command, affirmed that Baghdadi likely survives on the border area east 
of the Euphrates River - with Syria’s Al Shadaddi in the al-Hasakh province being another possible location. “It is 
not difficult for him to hide in the Syrian desert,” Rasool said. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
Security has been enhanced across the Kurdish Region of Iraq (KRI) ahead of the May 12 elections. As part of 
the plan, Kurdish Interior Minister Karim Sinjari reports that movement will be prohibited between the KRI’s 
provinces on Election Day. Speaking at a press conference, Sinjari said only members of the electoral 
commission with identity cards will be able travel between the provinces, adding both Erbil and Sulaymaniyah 
airports and border crossings will be closed from Midnight 11 May to Midnight 12 May. Turkish military action 
continues in the north of the KRI with a series of airstrikes targeting Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) positions 
during the review period. The strikes come as armed clashes between PKK fighters and the Turkish army in the 
mountainous areas of the Kurdistan region continue with as many as five villages being evacuated during the 
reporting period. In response Iraq’s Foreign Minister has issued a renewed demand for Turkish troops to leave 
Iraqi soil. He made the demand during a meeting with Turkish officials in Ankara on 05 May. He also expressed 
Iraq’s opposition to Iraqi soil being used for attacks against neighbouring countries.  In the north of the KRI, four 
people were killed during floods in Dohuk. Heavy rains caused flash flooding in the city leading to the destruction 
of homes and traffic disruption across the rest of the Province. Bewar Abdulaziz, the Director of Dohuk Civil 
Defence reports the torrential rain led to 27 people requiring rescue; damage to at least 50 houses, 27 of which 
were completely destroyed; and 30 cars being washed away.  
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ISF have continued to conduct counter-IS operations in Nineveh province during the reporting period, with 
reports of finds of substantial weapons caches and arrests of prominent IS fighters. This extends to Mosul city 
where a number of Da’esh leaders were reportedly detained during the review period, including five who had 
been lured from Syria into Iraq in an intelligence-led US supported operation. The PMF also report being 
engaged in heavy fighting with Da’esh fighters along Iraq’s border with Syria in the Tal Safuk area on May 06. 
Da’esh reportedly suffered heavy losses in the clashes which occurred as its fighters attempted to cross into Iraq 
using inclement weather as cover. Elements of the Saraya Ansar al-Aqida PMF 28th Brigade also launched 
rockets into Syria killing four Da’esh fighters and injuring an unknown number of others. 
 
Kirkuk and its environs continues to see increased IS activity. Dibis district, located astride the main Erbil to 
Kirkuk highway to the north of Kirkuk city remains a particular focus. Suspected Da’esh fighters targeted the 
home of a senior PMF leader and former member of the Sunni Awakening Council, Salih Mahmud al-Hamdani in 
the area during the week detonating a number of 20-gallon tankers rigged with explosive near his property. A 
Sunni tribal militia leader was also targeted in an IED attack in the village of Abu Hamdan in Dibis district and 
senior commander of the PMF’s 56th Brigade, Sultan Yassin al-Hamdani, was shot and killed by an IS sniper 
near Dibis town.  IS also targeted ISF with a Federal Police convoy hit by a roadside IED in the village of 
Qeredre and a vehicle belonging to the Iraqi Drilling Company injuring three of its employees near the Khabbaz 
oil field in Dibis district and three civilians were killed when an IED detonated in the village of al-Millah. 
 
In Salah al-Din province, further clashes were reported in the Tuz Khurmatu area between joint forces and 
Da’esh. Badr’s 52nd PMF Brigade reportedly ambushed Da’esh fighters in an intelligence-led operation in the 
area of the Sarha Bridge leading to the deaths of a number of insurgents. An unknown number of Da’esh fighters 
were however able to exfiltrate from the area. It was also reported that a major SVEST attack, involving five IS 
members was thwarted in Balad as they attempted to target the Shrine of Mohammed and polling stations in the 
town. 
 
Reporting from Diyala again concentrated on the easternmost areas, on the outskirts of Hamrin Mountains, 
towards the border with Iran. South of Jawlala the Iraqi Army supported by Peshmerga also repulsed a Da’esh 
attack on a security checkpoint. Fighting erupted on 09 May 09, lasting for 30 minutes before the joint force was 
able to repel the insurgents.  A civilian was killed by a roadside IED in central Jalawla sub-district, north east of 
Baqubah and one civilian was reported to have been wounded when suspected IS militants attacked a wedding 
procession on the outskirts of Mukheisah village of Abu Saida.  ISF confronted the insurgents forcing them to 
flee. Late on May 09, a female candidate of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), Avin Mohammed Hassan al-
Zehawi, was reportedly wounded when unidentified gunmen opened fire on her vehicle whilst transiting the main 
road link between Alyawa and Khanaqin. In addition, gunmen physically assaulted a candidate of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP), Irfan Saadallah al-Daoudi, in Khanaqin district of Diyala province.  Finally, the director 
of the Karabah area in Diyala Province, Wasfi al-Tamimi, stated that two mortar shells landed in the vicinity of 
Omar Mandan on the outskirts of Qara Tapa without causing casualties. Al-Tamimi stated that ISF launched 
counter battery artillery on the firing point. (NFDK).  In addition, the head of Jalawla district in Diyala province, 
Yacoub Yousef stated that three people were injured when a mortar shell hit a house near an electoral centre in 
Al-Islah village on the outskirts of Jalawla, northeast of Diyala.  Unconfirmed initial reporting on May 12 stated 
that two IS militants were killed as they prepared to attack a polling station in Baquba (NFDK). 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 
There were no major attacks in Anbar over the reporting period although as has been the norm over the last few 
weeks, reporting was dominated by continued arrest and search operations throughout the province, and 
particularly in Ramadi.  Two suspected IS militants were arrested in Zankura and one IS underground tunnel was 
seized in Albu Hayes of Ramadi district.  Three individuals wanted on unspecified charges were also arrested in 
the Albu Ali al-Jassim and Salijah areas of Ramadi district and another in the Albu Shaban region of Ramadi.  In 
terms of security incidents, this week saw an IS legacy land mine also explode against an ISF vehicle in the Dour 
al-Skiak area of Qaim district in western Anbar, resulting in two soldiers wounded.  Multiple IEDs emplaced by 
unidentified gunmen also reportedly detonated outside the house of a tribal elder in al-Wafa sub-district of 
Ramadi, without causing casualties.   
 
Significant finds this week in Anbar included a cache of IS legacy ammunition in the Al-Jazeera region near Lake 
Tharthar. Twelve IEDs and eight jerry cans packed with ammonium nitrate were also found and seized in the 
Albu Shaban region of Ramadi district.  In addition it was later reported that ISF EOD detonated under control 
two explosives-rigged vets and three UVIEDs in the same area.   Six IEDs and one artillery shell (155 mm) were 
also found and seized in the al-Rashad area of Karma sub-district and five other devices were recovered at a 
cement plant in Fallujah.  Finally, seven IEDs and two jerry cans filled with explosive material were seized in the 
Jubbah region of Hit and seven Katyusha rockets, five rocket launchers and five mortars were discovered in al-
Jubairiya.   
 
 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

12 May 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [13]                         

 

Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 
 

 

 

 
There were no high-profile incidents or major attacks on the electoral process reported during the week, as the 
campaign ahead of parliamentary polls dominates reporting from Baghdad and wider Iraq. Reporting from the 
city mostly reflected the usual brand of criminal activity and low-level attacks on civilians. Unidentified gunmen 
threw two hand grenades at a civilian house in the Sumer neighbourhood of Shaab area in Adhamiyah District; 
no casualties were reported.  Unidentified gunmen also shot at the private residence of the head of Adhamiyah 
Municipality, located in Shaab. Election-related violence has been subdued; one person was fatally stabbed 
when an argument ensued between two young men in Sadr City district which escalated into a knife fight, as 
they were hanging up election campaign posters.  Late on May 08, there was an alleged attack targeting an 
election candidate from Ayyad Allawi’s party in the Hor Rajab area, on the southern outskirts of Baghdad. An 
explosion took place near the convoy of MP Zaytun al-Dulaima during an election event. The MP held a press 
conference after the incident, stating that it involved an explosive vest or an IED. There is dispute over whether 
this was actually an attack, however. Baghdad Operations Command has denied it was an assassination 
attempt, stating that the loud noise heard near the electoral rally was the result of an electrical malfunction on a 
nearby transformer, and that there were no casualties. 
 
In the wider Baghdad province area, low-yield IEDs have continued to be noted.  However, in one incident of 
note, the Baghdad Operations Command (BOC) announced that elements of the IA EOD had control-detonated 
a VBIED to the north of the Iraqi capital on the Taji to Tarmiyah road (Route Tampa) on May 09.  Other incidents 
included an IED strike near a popular market in Bawi village of Madain district, south east of Baghdad, resulting 
in three casualties. ISF subsequently reported one counter-terror arrest in the village although it was not clear if 
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the arrest was related to the IED attack earlier in the day.  On May 07, a civilian was reportedly killed by a UVIED 
affixed to his vehicle in the Zaidan area of Abu Ghraib district and an IED detonated near shops in Radwaniyah, 
south west of Baghdad, Killing one civilian and wounding another.  Finally, an IED detonated near commercial 
premises in Taji district, north of Baghdad, leaving one person wounded.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
No significant change to the security situation across the southern provinces. ISF have deployed to support the 
elections and there has been no reporting highlighting notable election related violence. In Basra however, there 
were reports of an altercation involving members of Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s security details while he 
was campaigning in the city during the review period. 

In Babil province, a roadside IED detonated in the Jibela sub-district, north of Hillah, targeting the convoy of the 
head of the Provincial Council's legal committee, Ahlam Rashid. There were no reports of any casualties. In Dhi 
Qar Province two primary school pupils were killed when an IED detonated outside their school. The incident 
occurred in An Nasiriyah with ISF confirming the subsequent detention of two suspects on suspicion of their 
involvement in the attack. No group has claimed responsibility for the incident and indications are this was 
actually the detonation of an IED used in illegal fishing activities.  

In Dhi Qar province, clashes broke out between the Mi'dan al-Fuhud and Mi'dan al-Amayra tribes in the marshes 
region of al-Fuhud sub-district, south of Nasiriyah, over a land ownership dispute. ISF cordoned off the area, with 
both parties reportedly agreeing to a 10 day truce. Meanwhile, police reinforcements have been deployed to the 
Rifai area of Dhi Qar province in order to prevent an upsurge in tribal conflict. The move comes after tensions 
escalated from vocal threats to the use of firearms in relation to a number of previous conflicts and the killing of a 
tribal member. The altercation resulted in two injured with one in a serious condition. 

Basra province has been particularly quiet in terms of security incidents over the reporting period, with PM Abadi 
visiting the region on May 06 as part of his election campaigning.  Unconfirmed reports suggest that at some 
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point during the day, there was a scuffle between the protection details of PM al-'Abadi and the BaOC 
Commander Lieutenant General Jamil al-Shammari in Basra after the PM's team refused a BaOC escort offer.  
One shot may have been fired, during the incident however the PM’s escort subsequently carried on their duties 
unhindered.  On May 08, a female infant was killed and her mother wounded when two armed men stormed their 
home in Abu al-Khasib, south of Basra. Both assailants were subsequently arrested with the incident likely being 
related to a tribal feud. Finally, two unidentified individuals on a motorcycle threw a hand grenade into the private 
residence of a candidate of the al-Fatih Alliance, Abdulkareem Yusif al-Kaabi, located in al-Wufood Street in 
Basra city.  The device did not detonate and was subsequently defused by ISF EOD. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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