
           

 Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld 

 
 
 

 
Weekly Iraq .Xplored report 
02 June 2018 
 
Prepared by Risk Analysis Team, Iraq 
 
garda.com 
 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report  

02 June 2018       

 
Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld                    [2]                      garda.com/ips 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS .......................................................................................................................................... 2 
ACTIVITY MAP .................................................................................................................................................... 3 
OUTLOOK ............................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Short term: Post Election period ...................................................................................................................... 4 

Medium to long term outlook ............................................................................................................................ 4 
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ...................................................................................................................................... 5 

Iraq's election body annuls results of 1,021 polling centres; civil unrest possible .................................... 5 
THREAT MATRIX ................................................................................................................................................ 5 
OVERVIEW............................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Political ................................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Security ............................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Economy ............................................................................................................................................................. 9 
WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT .................................................................................................. 10 

Countrywide Military/Security Situation ........................................................................................................ 10 
ACRONYM LIST ................................................................................................................................................ 16 
GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES .............................................................................................. 17 
GARDAWORLD.................................................................................................................................................. 17 
 
 
 
 
 
This report is an abridged version of GardaWorld Weekly Iraq .Xplored June 02, 2018.  To subscribe to the full 
versions of the daily/weekly Iraq .Xplored reports, or for enquires relating to other GardaWorld services, please 
contact daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 
the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith 
on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is 
made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments 
made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report 
is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 

mailto:daniel.matthews@garda.com


Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report  

02 June 2018            

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [3]                        garda.com/ips 

 

 

ACTIVITY MAP 
 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

02 June 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [4]                         

 

OUTLOOK  

Short term: Post Election period  
 

• The results of the May 12 parliamentary elections will likely dominate headlines in the immediate 
outlook. In line with earlier assessments, there was no widespread use of violence over the election 
period; however, there is now an increased risk that clashes between supporters of the various parties 
may occur following the announcement that the IHEC under pressure from dissenters in the Iraqi 
Parliament have now annulled the official results from 954 polling centres nationwide and 67 abroad.  
Meanwhile, political violence can be expected as political parties manoeuvre to gain dominance in 
government.  A recent example occurred on May 25 when the Communist Party Headquarters in 
Karadah District, Baghdad was targeted by a low-yield IED.   
 

• There were no terrorist attacks on the polling stations within Baghdad itself on polling day, corroborating 
earlier assessments that their operational capabilities remain limited within the capital, despite the intent 
to target the elections.  However, a number of IS attacks against ISF and polling stations occurred in 
Diyala, Sala-al-Din and Kirkuk provinces on May 12.  It is assessed that IS may seek to exploit the 
political uncertainty in the aftermath of the elections in order to target government apparatus in Baghdad 
and the northern provinces. 
 

• The holy Muslim month of Ramadan started on May 17. During Ramadan, Baghdad's parks, outdoor 
eateries, cafes and commercial areas are usually packed with people shortly after sunset until the small 
hours of the next day when Muslims eat their last meal before they begin their daily dawn-to-sunset fast.  
On May 24, an IS SVEST attacker detonated his device in Shula, north western Kadhimiyah District, 
Baghdad City killing up to 12 people.  Further high-profile attacks of this nature will likely be attempted 
during this period, although activity should still be broadly within established parameters.  This latest 
attack however, highlights the fact that, like last year, Islamic State will exploit Ramadan to target 
gatherings of people within the city during the evening hours. To that end, busy areas should be 
completely avoided during Ramadan, especially in the evenings. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

• A protracted period of coalition building will likely follow the elections. Political tensions are expected to 
be elevated, although the risk of civil unrest will be somewhat mitigated by the festive period of 
Ramadan. A period of transition will follow in which bureaucracy will increase as incumbents and policy 
change.  

 

• The election result and government composition is expected to have a significant impact on the security 
environment in northern Iraq. In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in 
Sunni dominated areas of the country, these areas will remain at risk of sectarian violence from radical 
Sunni elements, especially in Nineveh, Salah al-Din and western Kirkuk.  
 

• Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum, temporarily exacerbated by 
electioneering. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, 
Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Relations between Baghdad and Irbil have thawed somewhat since 
GOI’s decision to reopen the KR-Is airports to international traffic and release payments for Kurdish civil 
servants.   
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• Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 
of an insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS 
pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the 
Syrian border. From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, 
which in turn is connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in 
Syria. There is however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an 
asymmetric insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 
 

• Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 
Basra and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by militia factions 
expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraq's election body annuls results of 1,021 polling centres; civil unrest possible 
The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) of Iraq has cancelled the results of 1,021 polling centres of 
the May 12 parliamentary vote.  The IHEC said it had sent technical teams to many polling centres after 
receiving complaints from political parties and decided to cancel the results of 954 centres nationwide and 67 
abroad.  The IHEC added that it set up panels to investigate the complaints, stressing that "it will not hesitate to 
address any electoral violations".  Political tension is now growing following the IHEC’s decision, and of particular 
concern are the reports that Turkmen and Arabs from Kirkuk have threatened to move their current sit-in protests 
over alleged poll result manipulation from Kirkuk to the area surrounding the IHEC office in the International 
Zone in Baghdad.  It is assessed that if this action materialises, large scale demonstrations may become evident 
around the International Zone IVO ECP 2.  ‘As well as the potential for demonstrations outside the IZ by 
disgruntled Kirkuk residents, voting irregularities and annulments could foment political unrest in affected areas 
and heightened security measures and transportation disruptions are expected near any political gatherings. In 
the event of protests or demonstrations, clashes between the police and protesters cannot be ruled out and it is 
advised that individuals closely monitor the political situation over the next few days.’   
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 
Iraqi house votes to cancel poll results from expats, displaced 
Iraq's legislature has voted to cancel the results of the parliamentary elections for displaced Iraqis and those who 
voted abroad in four provinces.  The parliament cited the "evidence of manipulation" of the polls for expats and 
displaced persons in those territories, the website of Al-Sumaria channel reported on May 28.  The decision also 
included manually recounting the votes in less than 10 per cent of the ballot boxes.  In the event that a disparity 
is found in 25 per cent of these boxes or more, the remaining boxes will also be recounted.  The news comes 
amid contestations and allegations of manipulation of results relating to the May 12 legislative polls held in Iraq. 
 
Iraq's election body annuls results of 1,021 polling centres 
The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) of Iraq has cancelled the results of 1,021 polling centres of 
the May 12 parliamentary vote.  The IHEC said it had sent technical teams to many polling centres after 
receiving complaints from political parties and decided to cancel the results of 954 centres nationwide and 67 
abroad.  The IHEC added that it set up panels to investigate the complaints, stressing that "it will not hesitate to 
address any electoral violations.  Latest reporting indicates that the rapporteur of Iraq's parliament has granted 
the IHEC 48 hours to enforce its decision to cancel the results of the parliamentary elections for displaced Iraqis 
and those who voted abroad in four provinces.  The decision also included manually recounting the votes in less 
than 10 per cent of the ballot boxes. In the event that a disparity is found in 25 per cent of these boxes or more, 
the remaining boxes will also be recounted.  The rapporteur stressed that the decision is being drafted into a bill 
which will be voted on during parliament's next session, should the IHEC did not adhere to it.  He added that 
parliament was in quorum when it voted on the decision.  Meanwhile, the Wataniya (National) bloc of former 
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi welcomed the decision, it said in a statement. The bloc, which came in sixth in the 
recent polls with 21 seats, called for implementing the cancellation of the results as soon as possible.   
 
Iraq presidency says partial vote annulment unconstitutional 
Iraq's presidency has referred to the parliamentary decision to partially annul results of the May 12 legislative 
polls as being in "violation" of constitutional law.  The presidency called on the Federal Court to review the 
legislature's decision to annul votes for Iraqi expats and displaced persons in four provinces according to press 
reports.  The Iraqi parliament voted to partially annul the results on May 28, citing evidence of manipulation and 
calling on the Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) to manually recount the votes.  In response, the 
IHEC warned against attempts to "overturn" the election results, though, in a separate move, it annulled the 
results of the polls in 1,021 polling stations. These developments have called into question the announced 
outcome of the polls, which placed leading Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr's Sairoun bloc at the forefront of the vote.  
As cabinet deliberations continue to unfold between Sadr's bloc and other alliances, recent developments have 
placed the future of Iraq's legislature - and by extension its next cabinet - in a potential limbo. 
 
Political factions continue to contest Iraq's vote count 
Various political factions have contested the results of Iraq's May 12 legislative election amid an ongoing back-
and-forth between the sitting parliament and the top electoral authority.  Three Sunni-dominant political alliances, 
Al-Watania, Al-Qarar and Aberoun, issued a sharply-worded statement referring to "grave violations" in the polls 
in Anbar province.  The joint statement referred to the Independent High Electoral Commission's (IHEC) recent 
statement that the polls were "fair and accurate".  "It is as though the members of the commission are speaking 
of elections that took place on another planet or another country, overlooking hundreds of violations and the 
films and documents that revealed disasters," the joint statement reportedly said.   
Further, in the latest episode of the ongoing tensions over vote results in Kirkuk province, the Iraqi Turkmen 
Front accused the IHEC of discounting the votes in 186 polling stations. The front has contested the decision, on 
the basis that the commission chose to discount the results due to the stations having been delayed in sending 
their information, rather than postponing the announcement of the results.  Hassan Tawran, an MP representing 
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the front, called for a recalculation of the results taking into consideration the discounted votes, which he said 
amounted to over 40,000.  In a separate statement, the front said that the single condition that would end the 
crisis in Kirkuk is a recount of the vote.  The front accused the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) - the winner of 
the majority of seats in the province - of forging the election results, claiming that the PUK levelled false 
accusations against the Turkmen residents of Kirkuk.  The front suggested that a vote recount would "reveal the 
extent of forgery undertaken by this party which is responsible for destroying the social peace in Kirkuk".  The 
IHEC statements indicating the accuracy of the results come despite a 28 May decision it took to annul results in 
1,021 polling stations.  The commission has gone head-to-head with the sitting parliament, which has called on it 
to recount the votes in 10 per cent of the polling stations, extending the recount to all stations if a discrepancy of 
over 25 per cent appears.  The parliament has also called to annul the results for all Iraqis who voted abroad and 
displaced Iraqis in a number of provinces. 
 
Iraqi political blocs 'do not object' to Abadi's second term 
Iraqi electoral coalitions are reportedly not objecting to endorsing Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi for a second 
term in office, according to a spokesman for the Abadi-led Al-Nasr (Victory) coalition.   "The political blocs, which 
have met so far during the talks to accelerate the formation of the government, have not shown objection to a 
second term in office for Abadi," Hussein al-Adeli said in a statement reported by press on May 27. He added 
that Abadi enjoys "considerable approval" especially by the coalition of influential Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, 
which came in the lead in the May 12 parliamentary election.  The electoral coalition formed by Sadr, called 
Saeroun lil-Islah (Marching for Reform), came first in the election, followed closely by Al-Fatah (Conquest) which 
represents the paramilitary Popular Mobilisation Forces. The Abadi-led Al-Nasr (Victory) came third. According to 
the Iraqi constitution, the president of the republic shall assign the largest parliamentary bloc the task of forming 
the coming government. 
 
Iraq's Sadr rejects Iran, US meddling in government formation 
Iraqi prominent Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr has voiced his rejection of any interference by Iran and the USA in 
the formation of a new Iraqi government.  Answering a question on whether an Iraqi government can be formed 
without interference from Iran and the USA, Sadr said: "Iran is a neighbouring country and we care about its 
interests. We hope it will not interfere in the Iraqi affairs, as we reject any interference in its affairs too".  "As for 
the USA, it is an occupying country which we never allow to interfere" he added.  Sadr's remarks were published 
on his official website on May 28.     
 
Iraqi Shia paramilitary group condemns US Congress sanctions 
The Iraqi Shia paramilitary Asaib Ahl al-Haq (League of Righteous People), which is part of the wider 
government-sponsored Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMD), has condemned the US Congress decision to 
sanction it.  The group referred to the decision as a “blatant interference in Iraqi affairs”, calling on the Iraqi 
foreign ministry to take action in response to the decision.  “The Congress decision is in line with the series of 
foolish decisions that the Trump government has become known for”, the group’s statement said.   
 

Security 
 
Political tension grows – risk of violent demonstrations increases 
Political tension is growing following the IHEC announcement that 1021 polling stations results, domestic and 
abroad, were to be cancelled and its subsequent fall-out.  In particular, the situation in Kirkuk gives cause for 
concern, as the IHEC claimed that ballot boxes were prevented from being delivered to Baghdad by ‘armed’ 
groups, with the PUK claiming that the election results are at risk of being manipulated by the Turkmen Front 
with the backing of armed groups.  The description caused outrage amongst Turkmen MPs in Parliament.  it was 
also reported that Turkmen and Arabs from Kirkuk have threatened to move their current sit-in protests over 
alleged poll result manipulation from Kirkuk to the area surrounding the IHEC office in the International Zone in 
Baghdad.  It is assessed that if this action materialises, large scale demonstrations may become evident around 
the International Zone IVO ECP 2.   
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UN releases May casualty figures 
A total of 95 Iraqi civilians were killed and another 163 injured in acts of terrorism, violence and armed conflict in 
Iraq in May 2018, according to casualty figures recorded by the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq 
(UNAMI).  The figures include ordinary citizens and others considered civilian at the time of death or injury, such 
as police in non-combat functions, civil defence, personal security teams, facilities protection police and fire 
department personnel.  Of the overall figures recorded by UNAMI for the month of May, the number of civilians 
killed (not including police) was 86, while the number of injured (not including police) was 148.  Baghdad was the 
worst affected Governorate, with 117 civilian casualties (45 killed, 72 injured), followed by Diyala with 9 killed and 
35 injured, and Kirkuk with 20 killed and 16 injured.  According to information obtained by UNAMI from the 
Health Directorate in Anbar, the Governorate suffered a total of 21 civilian casualties (6 killed and 15 injured). 
Figures are updated until 31 May, inclusive.   
 
Kurdish Peshmerga forces on 'high alert' near Iraq's Mosul 
According to press reports, the Kurdish Peshmerga have been on "high alert" since May 28 in areas under their 
control near the city of Mosul although Kurdish officials have refused to explain why.  "All our forces are on high 
alert at the Nawaran frontline as well as in the towns of Tal Safuk and Shela," an unnamed Kurdish Peshmerga 
commander told reporters.  Asked why they have been put on alert when those areas are under the control of 
the Iraqi army and the Kurdish forces, the Kurdish commander said: "We cannot reveal the secret behind this 
issue because it is a military secret," according to the report.   
 
IS prisoner kills seven inmates in Duhok 
An Arab prisoner charged with "terror-related crimes" and allegedly belonging to the Islamic State (IS) group has 
killed seven inmates and wounded several prison guards while trying to escape from a prison in Iraq's Kurdish 
Duhok Province, Kurdish media reports said on May 26.  The inmates "died of suffocation" after the "IS prisoner" 
set ablaze one of the prison wards at Duhok's Zirka Correction Facility, according to Kurdish press.   Earlier on 
the same day, Kurdish partisan and private media said the inmates had died after fighting broke out between 
Kurdish and Arab prisoners in the prison.  However, Duhok Governor Farhad Atrushi, from the KDP party, told 
press that "no such fighting took place...the inmates died because the [alleged IS] prisoner set the place on fire".  
He added: "That [IS] prisoner is called Saddam and he has been sentenced to death three times on terror-
related charges".  The Duhok governor and the Kurdish media reports did not mention whether or not the alleged 
IS prisoner's escape attempt was part of a pre-planned, coordinated effort.   
 
US-backed Syria force plan capture of IS-held area near Iraq 
Fighters of the US-backed, Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) have been making advances against 
the Islamic State (IS) group in Syria's northeast with help from the Iraqi army, according to press reports.  "The 
aim of the SDF advances is to capture Dahshisha from IS" the report said.  Dahshisha is an IS-held village 
located near the SDF-held town of Markada in Syria's Hasaka Province bordering Iraq.  "Our joint operations will 
continue until all the areas near the Iraq border are cleared from IS," the SDF's Kurdish commander Leyla 
Abdulla was quoted as saying.  She added that the SDF and the Iraqi army are also aiming at capturing the 
Syrian town of Hajin from IS as well.  The Iraqi air force announced that it had carried out an air strike against IS 
in the village of Dahishsa on May 14.   Kurdish reports said the Iraqi air strike had aided the SDF advances 
against IS.   On May 01, the SDF announced resuming its anti-IS ground operations with help of the Iraqi army in 
areas east of the River Euphrates in Syria's north-eastern provinces of Hasaka and Deir al-Zour, bordering 
western Iraq.  The joint SDF-Iraq operation will capture the last remaining IS pockets to secure both sides of the 
Syria-Iraq border, SDF officials have said.  The SDF temporarily halted its anti-IS operations in Syria's northeast 
in January, to deploy forces to fight against a Turkish military invasion of the predominantly Kurdish Afrin area in 
the Syria's northwest. 
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Economy 
 
Ministry of Communication announces Iraq-wide internet outages 
The Ministry of Communications has announced that the internet will be unavailable country-wide from May 27 – 
Jun 13 between 0600 – 0900hrs, in order to prevent cheating during secondary school final exams.  It also 
announced that after a week’s normal service, the internet will again be cut between Jun 21 and Jul 07 between 
0600 – 0900hrs during the final exams for high school (6th Grade) students.  The timings and dates are also 
reflected in the Kurdistan region, but will extend to 1000hrs during the two periods. 
 
Abadi reassures citizens over electricity supply 
Haider al-Abadi has reassured the Iraqi people that the daily dwindling power supply will improve in the country 
following widespread protests due to limited hours of electricity. “The power stations require continuous 
maintenance. The maintenance sessions are supposed to be completed within the next two weeks. There are 
some malfunctions due to lack of filters,” said Abadi. Prior to this, Abadi met with the Ministry of Electricity, where 
he called on the ministry to ensure the provision of electricity, especially during the month of Ramadan. This 
comes after widespread protests in Tikrit, Muthanna, Baghdad, Basra, Karbala and other areas in the south of 
Iraq.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
In the Kurdistan region, Turkish attacks against PKK insurgents in northern Erbil province have continued 
unabated.  The Turkish General Staff announced that two more PKK terrorists were “neutralized” in an operation 
in the Hakurk region of northern Iraq on May 26.  One Turkish soldier was also killed during a PKK retaliatory 
attack launched against troops on the same day and armed clashes also erupted on May 29 between the two 
sides in the Sidekan region.  Separately, and after a relatively quiet period in terms of anti-government protest 
action in the KR-I, on May 28 hundreds of KRG employees demonstrated in Halabja amid heavy security, over 
the delay of their monthly salary payments.  In the disputed internal boundary areas, 30 IS militants were 
reportedly killed in a coalition airstrike in Makhmour, south west of Erbil.  
 
Meanwhile, activity in Nineveh has seen continued IS attacks in the south and south west of the province as IS 
attempt to regroup in the region, although not to the same extent as seen in Diyala, Sala-al-Din and Kirkuk 
provinces.   ISF thwarted two IS attacks in the Albu Salibi and the Baghdad road areas, to the south and south 
west of Mosul respectively and suspected IS militants attacked the village of Albu Salibi in al-Hadar district, south 
of Mosul, near the provincial boundary of Salah-al-Din, setting two houses ablaze before 20 IA Infantry division 
troops confronted the insurgents, forcing them to flee.  Separately, a statement by the media service of the PMF 
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said that troops had shelled Islamic State members gathering in the Syrian village of al-Desheisha village, which 
neighbours the Tal Safuk region in Nineveh province.   
 
Aside, IS kinetic activity, the reporting period has seen somewhat worrying reports of clashes between PMF and 
Iraqi Federal Police.  It was reported that PMF personnel had encroached into areas of central Mosul, despite 
the implementation of a new security plan several months ago which excluded militias from operating in the area, 
and instead deploying them to positions in Mosul’s belt regions.  
 
Kirkuk province also remains restive.  Fourteen IS militants were killed in a security operation carried in Tal Eid 
village of al-Riyadh sub-district of Hawijah and a further five insurgents were killed in a US-coalition airstrike in 
al-Rashad district, south-west of Kirkuk.  On the morning of May 25, suspected IS militants reportedly blew up 
the house of a tribal elder, Abdullah Daham, in the village of Afisah situated within al-Abbasi sub-district of 
Hawijah.  A number of IED strikes were also recorded in the province during the reporting period.  A shepherd 
was reportedly killed in an IED strike in Yaremche village of Altun Kupri, north of Kirkuk and three Sunni 
tribesmen were wounded in another IED strike against their patrol in Sabaa Nissan village of al-Rashad sub-
district of Hawijah.  In addition, an elderly woman was killed by a roadside IED in central Riyadh and two 
members of the Federal Police were wounded in an IED strike against their patrol in Ghaida village in Daquq, 
south of Kirkuk.      
 
In Salah-al-Din province, continued IS activity has been evident indicating the group’s continued intent to 
reorganise in the province following its losses of 2017, with the area of Bayji, Tikrit and Shirqat being the focus of 
insurgent attention.  ISF repulsed an IS attack against the Alas Oilfield northeast of Tikrit near the Hamrin 
Mountains and troops of the PMF 51 Bde reportedly clashed with a group of IS militants in the eastern side of al-
Fat'ha region of Bayji district.  PMF also killed a further four IS militants in a repulsed IS attack near Sudayrah 
village in Shirqat.    
 
A busy reporting period was witnessed in Diyala Province with extensive ISF clearance operations continuing in 
order to combat frequent IS attacks.  The Commander of Tigris Operations, Major General Mezher al-Azzawi, 
announced that ISF had launched a large-scale joint clearance operation in the al-Hadid Basin and areas 
located between Hebheb and Khalis, north west of Baqubah, with the aim of targeting IS sleeper cells and 
criminal activities.  Meanwhile, on the night of May 25, PMF reported foiling two IS infiltration attempts into north 
eastern Diyala.  The first took place at the Lake Hamrin, and reportedly involved the insurgents’ use of boats and 
the second occurred near Rabia village situated on the outskirts of Saadiyah sub-district.  During the incident, an 
IED detonated in the area, wounding three members of the PMF.  Finally, it was also reported that up to 14 
people were killed and injured in an IED attack that targeted a school near a market in Baquba.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 
A relatively quiet reporting period was witnessed in Anbar province this week, however kinetic activity has been 
evident on the province’s border with Syria once again.  Iraqi Air Force jets launched airstrikes on an IS location 
in the al-Ogeirsha region near the town of Hit reportedly killing eight terrorists.  In addition, a security source in 
the Border Protection Force, stated on that the Iraqi government has started setting up new watchtowers in the 
al-Qaim region in order to enhance security and to help patrols on the Iraqi border with Syria prevent any IS 
infiltration attempts.  It was further reported  that a combined force of ISF and PMF began a large-scale search 
operation in Jazirat al-Karma and the desert areas along the north eastern provincial boundary with Salah-al-Din, 
following intelligence reports which showed that a number of IS militants had infiltrated into the area and were 
planning to strike security forces. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 
 

 

 

 
Baghdad city continues to witness low-level criminal and tribal related security incident although only two low-
yield IEDs were reported in the City this week.  Unconfirmed reports on May 30 indicated that an explosion 
occurred in the area of the Samir Amis Cinema in Saadoun Street, Rusafah District.  Initial reports suggest that 
this may have been an attack targeting liquor stores in the area.  ISF also reportedly cordoned off streets linking 
al-Nasr and Tahrir squares in Rusafah district during the early hours of May 31 in order to investigate an 
explosion.  An ISF EOD team was in attendance, with unconfirmed reports suggesting that this may have been 
another low-yield device targeting an alcohol store.  Separately, in a somewhat unusual incident, tribal fighting 
was reported between the Farijat and the Ghara tribes in the Tareq area of Sadr City, resulting in the death of a 
Farijat member.  Four Farijat members were also taken hostage by the Ghara tribe. Demonstrations over the 
poor electricity supply in some areas of Baghdad have also continued; in south eastern Baghdad city, dozens of 
people demonstrated and set fire to tyres outside the electricity department in Za'faraniyah, Karadah District over 
the issue. 
 
In the wider Baghdad belt area, a civilian was reportedly killed and another wounded in a close-quarter shooting 
by gunman carrying suppressed weapons in Latifiyah, south of Baghdad on May 29.  On May 31, two people 
were wounded when an IED detonated near workshops in the Taji Industrial Area, north of Baghdad It was also 
reported that a military intelligence detachment from 54 Brigade, 6th IA infantry division seized a cache 
containing, amongst other equipment, one explosively formed projectile EFP, in a search operation in al-Zaidan 
area of Abu Ghraib.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
In Babil Province, hundreds of people demonstrated outside the Babil Provincial Council protesting over the 
deteriorating electricity supply.   
 
In Dhi Qar province, on the morning of May 22, an off-duty policeman opened fire on a static security patrol in 
Bani Rekab village of Rifai district, north of Nasiriyah, resulting in the death of one of his colleagues and the 
wounding of another.  The incident was believed to be linked to an outstanding personal dispute.  An IED also 
reportedly detonated in Nasiriyah, allegedly targeting the office of a local company contracted by the Ministry of 
Electricity to privatize the power supplies in Dhi Qar province, no casualties were reported.  Further evidence of 
tensions over the political situation in Iraq were also demonstrated on May 30 when unidentified gunmen in a car 
reportedly shot at an office belonging to the Asaib Ahl al-Haq (AAH) in al Suq al-Shuyouk, south of Nasiriyah, 
without causing casualties.  Tribal fighting was also evident this week between the Sada al-Ghawalib and Aal 
Bayesh tribes in Shatra district in central Dhi, as a result of an old dispute.  Finally in Gharraf, dozens of 
residents blocked the Shatrah to Nasiriyah highway to protest over the ongoing electricity crisis in the area.  Riot 
police and SWAT fired into the air and used water cannons to disperse the crowd and arrested the leaders of the 
protest.   
 
In Wasit province, at 0500hrs on May 27, an unidentified individual reportedly abducted the nephew of the Wasit 
governor, Mahmoud Abdul Ridha Mulla Talal. The victim was later found dead near the governor's office in 
Aziziyah, north of Kut, with the body reportedly exhibiting gunshot wounds to the head and chest.  
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Much like many other southern provinces, protests over poor electricity supply were also evident in Muthanna 
this week.  At 2100hrs on May 26, hundreds of people and civil activists staged a protest rally in the Corniche 
area of Samawah, over the privatization of electricity.  They reportedly called on local authorities to intervene 
and find solutions to the current power and water supply shortages in the province. It was also reported that 
demonstrations over the same issue took place in Najaf city.   
 
Tribal fighting was also evident in Maysan province this week with heavy clashes between clans of the al-Musawi 
tribe reported in the al-Dubaisat area in northern Amarah.  It was stated that light and medium weapons were 
used in the fighting with ISF reinforcements deploying to try to contain the incident.  No casualties were reported 
and seven suspects were subsequently arrested.  In Diwaniyah province, three people including a woman were 
also wounded in tribal clashes that erupted in al-Shamiyah, west of Diwaniyah, 
 
Finally, in Basra province, there were no high-profile incidents in the southern region this week.  A young man 
was killed and another injured in the Hayyaniyah district in Basra city on May 25.  A security source said that 
gunmen opened fire with a Kalashnikov rifle and then threw a grenade at the male with the incident being 
categorised as a ‘historical tribal dispute’.  Unidentified individuals on a motor cycle reportedly detonated an IED, 
comprised of mortar rounds, outside a civilian home in Abu al-Khasib, southeast of Basra City, without causing 
any casualties and one person was wounded in an armed quarrel in Abu al-Khasib, south of Basra when two 
brothers reportedly shot and injured a person who had thrown a hand grenade at their home.  The grenade did 
not detonate, and one perpetrator was subsequently arrested.  Meanwhile, the directorate of electricity 
distribution announced that a 33kV high voltage cable that extends from al-Najibiyah power plant to the al-Maq'il 
sub-station, was reported to have been sabotaged in an apparent attempted theft, which resulted in power 
outages in the northern parts of Basra city.   This incident was reported to be third of its kind this month.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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Middle East 
International Protective Services Headquarters 
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House  
DIFC, PO Box 482069  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
United States 
1101 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 1725 
Arlington, VA, 22209 
United States 
 
UK 
5th Floor 
1, London Bridge 
London 
SE1 9BG 
 
Europe 
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
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