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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

 Protest activity remains the central theme of reporting from southern Iraq, with demonstrations in relation to 
basic service provision and employment in their second month.  Extra care is advised when travelling to 
locations affected by large-scale demonstrations in August.  The Iraqi Security Forces remain on alert as the 
protests continue.   
 

 Demonstrations can be expected to continue in the next few weeks as demand for both commodities 
increases during the hot summer months. Demands for employment opportunities were also emphasized.  
Such events can be expected to continue, with the likelihood of them becoming more violent dependent on 
the security forces’ initial reactions.  

 
 The fall-out of the May 12 parliamentary elections remains the focus of political reporting.  The manual 

recount of votes is now complete, with the government formation process to start officially in the coming 
weeks.  Political negotiations over the government composition are likely to be complicated by the current 
protest activity in southern Iraq, with the PM Haider al-Abadi’s security leadership and popularity tested by 
violent demonstrations. 
 

 Controversial results of the parliamentary elections and the ongoing disputes resulting from the Kurdish 
independence referendum mean that the general threat from political instability in northern Iraq could 
manifest itself to varying degrees of unrest and violence at the local level.  On July 01, a suicide VBIED 
targeted a warehouse housing ballot boxes in Kirkuk; one security element was killed and 20 others were 
injured.  On July 18, multiple explosive devices detonated in the city centre reportedly injuring at least a 
dozen civilians.  Increased security is expected to be seen in Erbil, following the attack on the Governor’s 
Office on July 23.    

Medium to long term outlook  
 
 A protracted period of coalition building is now expected after the final results of the elections.  A period of 

transition will follow in which bureaucracy will increase as incumbents and policy changes.  
 

 The new government composition will have a significant impact on the security environment in northern Iraq.  
In the absence of a concerted effort to engage the disenfranchised Sunni population of the country, these 
areas will remain at risk of sectarian violence from radical Sunni elements, especially in Nineveh, Salah al-Din 
and western Kirkuk. 

 
 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 
the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, 
and along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 
expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Abadi fires national security advisor – Nasr nominates Alfayyadh for Prime Minister  
Iraq’s Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has dismissed his national security adviser Falih Alfayyadh from all his 
positions over what the premier’s office called involvement in political and partisan work.  Alfayyadh, who is 
affiliated with the former Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, was also removed from the leadership of Iraq’s 
Hashd al-Sha'abi (Popular Mobilization Forces), which played a key role in cleansing Iraq of IS terrorists.  In a 
statement released by Abadi’s office, it was stated that Alfayyadh’s alleged involvement in government formation 
talks would undermine the performance of the country’s security apparatus.  Meanwhile, reports on August 31 
ndicated that al-Fayyad has been nominated by leading figures in the Nasr (Victory) coalition to take up Iraq's 
topmost political position.  "As key leaders in the Nasr coalition, we announce the candidacy of Mr Faleh al-
Fayyad for Prime Minister, out of our confident in his ability to build a governmental programme that will meet the 
ambitions of the people and his wide national appeal," the coalition said in a statement. 

Masoum Issues Decree Calling for Parliament to Hold its Session on September 3 
Iraqi President Fouad Massoum has declared that the new parliament's opening session will be held on 
September 03. "For the purpose of public interest and in accordance with the stipulations of the constitution, the 
president of the republic issued the decree … calling on the Council of Representatives to convene on 3 
September 2018," a statement on the president's website said on 27 August.  The statement said that the decree 
came "in light of the Supreme Federal Court's ratification of the final election results for the Council of 
Representatives in its fourth round".   

Report says Iran transferred missiles to Iraq, placing Israel, Saudi Arabia, within firing 
range. 
Iran has moved long-range ballistic missiles to Iraq according to a Reuters report.  The news site quoted three 
Iranian officials, two Iraqi intelligence sources, and two Western intelligence sources, all of whom confirmed the 
transfer of short-range missiles to Iraq over the course of several months.   Some of the officials added that Iran 
is helping its allies produce their own missiles as well.  Speaking to Reuters, one of the Iranian officials said that 
"the logic was to have a backup plan if Iran was attacked".   
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 
Abadi fires national security advisor – Nasr nominates Alfayyadh for Prime Minister  
Iraq’s Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has dismissed his national security adviser Falih Alfayyadh from all his 
positions over what the premier’s office called involvement in political and partisan work.  Alfayyadh, who is 
affiliated with the former Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, was also removed from the leadership of Iraq’s 
Hashd al-Sha'abi (Popular Mobilization Forces), which played a key role in cleansing Iraq of IS terrorists.  In a 
statement released by Abadi’s office, it was stated that Alfayyadh’s alleged involvement in government formation 
talks would undermine the performance of the country’s security apparatus.  The dismissal has come in light of 
"Alfayyadh getting involved in practicing political and partisan work, and his wish to address political affairs, 
which goes against the critical national tasks he is holding,” read the statement which was released by the 
Facebook page of Abadi’s office.  In a statement on August 31, the Fatah Alliance slammed Abadi’s decision as 
“personal and illegal”, saying that it is unacceptable for the prime minister to dismiss his national security adviser 
over his opposition to Abadi’s re-election.  Abadi’s decision came amid reports that Alfayyadh was working with 
the Fatah Alliance, led by the chief of Badr Organization Hadi al-Amiri, and Maliki's State of Law Coalition  to 
establish the largest parliamentary bloc. The Iraqi parliament is to hold its first session on September 3, during 
which a president and two vice presidents will be elected.   
 
Masoum Issues Decree Calling for Parliament to Hold its Session on September 3 
Iraqi President Fouad Massoum has declared that the new parliament's opening session will be held on 
September 03. "For the purpose of public interest and in accordance with the stipulations of the constitution, the 
president of the republic issued the decree … calling on the Council of Representatives to convene on 3 
September 2018," a statement on the president's website said on 27 August.  The statement said that the decree 
came "in light of the Supreme Federal Court's ratification of the final election results for the Council of 
Representatives in its fourth round".  The Supreme Federal Court had ordered the recounting of the votes in a 
number of provinces after widespread allegations of vote rigging.  The results were largely unchanged following 
the ratification. 
 
Iraqi Sunnis, Kurds to form 'major national coalition' 
Iraqi Sunni and Kurdish leaders have agreed to form a unified coalition, according to prominent Sunni leader 
Khamis Al-Khanjar.  "We sat with the Kurdish brothers in a frank and constructive meeting in order to shape a 
better future for Iraq. We decided to form a major national coalition that includes all the forces that believe in a 
better future," Al-Khanjar, the secretary-general of the Arab Project in Iraq, said in a Facebook post on August 
31.  "We will stay away from all forms of external interventions that have destroyed Iraq since 2003," the 
business mogul added.  Al-Khanjar also posted a photo of the meeting, which showed the attendance of several 
Sunni and Kurdish leaders, topped by Vice President and the former parliament Speaker, Osama al-Nujaifi, and 
the former President of the Kurdistan Region, Masoud Barzani. On 14 August, Al-Khanjar announced the 
formation of a new Sunni political alliance named "National Axis", which includes six prominent Sunni politicians 
and 53 MPs. 
 
Major Iraqi delegation in Erbil to win Kurds over for coalition 
A delegation from four of Iraq’s major blocs was in Erbil on August 27 for talks with Kurdish leaders on the 
formation of a parliamentary bloc and the Kurds’ participation in the government.  Members of the delegation 
represent Muqtada al-Sadr's al-Saeroon, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi's Nasr Coalition, Ammar al-Hakim's al-
Hikma and Ayad al-Allawi's al-Wataniya.  The delegation was expected to meet President Masoud Barzani 
whose Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) won 25 seats in the May 12 elections.  The Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) came second with 18 seats.  The two parties are sought after by the Iraqi delegation for a 
coalition government.  A senior KDP official told press that the Kurdish leadership has not yet decided which bloc 
or a coalition to join.  "What really matters is that we do not have a veto against any group," Ali Hussein, head of 
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the KDP public relations department said. "Whoever agrees to implement the Kurdish demands we will reach a 
deal with them."  A delegation from the KDP-PUK is in Baghdad in the meantime and met with Iraqi President 
Fuad Masum on August 26.  Domestically the PUK and KDP have reached out to four parties who dispute the 
results of the elections and urged them for a united Kurdish agenda before fully joining the new chapter of Iraqi 
politics.  Last week, the al-Saeroon alliance teamed up with Nasir, the Hikma Front, and Al-Wataniya to form the 
core of a parliamentary bloc. If the alliance can win over the Sunni and Kurdish parties, it is well placed to form a 
governing coalition. 
 
Meanwhile, additional reporting yesterday a Nasr official appeared to allude to a possible olive branch in order to 
secure the KDP and PUK’s support.  Kirkuk is a Kurdish, Arab, Iraqi city,” Ahmed al-Hamdani, a high ranking 
Nasr official, told press. “We agree for the Peshmerga to return Kirkuk, as they bravely fought side by side with 
our forces to repel ISIS from Iraq.”  There was “good coordination between Kurds and Arabs and there is no 
damage to be incurred if the Peshmerga are our partners,” he added.   
 
PM says KRG’s stance is that parliamentary election will be held on time 
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani said on August 29 that the 
government’s stance on the KR-I’s parliamentary election is that the election will be held on time. A high-level 
delegation from the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) headed by vice president Barzani visited the Kurdistan 
Islamic Union in Erbil.  Barzani told reporters that no political parties had asked the KRG to delay the Kurdistan 
parliamentary election, set for September 30.  “Technically, there is no issue in front of the election. Politically, no 
one has officially asked the government to postpone the election,” the Kurdish Premier added.  His comments 
came after a senior official of the Change Movement (Gorran) said his party and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) wanted parliamentary election to be postponed due to electoral fraud.  “We anticipate a big fraud. The 
Kurdistan Democratic Party wants to attain 50+1 of the votes so it can form the Region’s next government alone 
and rewrite constitution,” he added.   
 
KDP and PUK meet with other political parties 
Officials from the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) have met with 
various opposition parties ahead of government formation talks. On August 29, the PUK met with the Kurdistan 
Islamic Group (KIG) while the KDP met with the Kurdistan Islamic Union (KIU). The Kurdistan Regional 
Government’s (KRG) Prime Minister, Nechirvan Barzani, headed the KDP’s delegation, where he met with the 
leader of the KIU, Saladin Bahadin. Both leaders emphasised the need to strengthen Kurdish unity ahead of the 
government formation negotiations in Baghdad. The KIU was closely allied to the KDP for a while and would 
often help strengthen the votes of the KDP during parliamentary sessions. However, following the independence 
referendum that took place last year and particularly in the lead up to the elections, they have fallen further apart. 
Meanwhile, the PUK met with the KIG in their headquarters to discuss plans to form a unified Kurdish coalition in 
Baghdad. 
 
Iraq’s Electoral Commission in Row with Abadi 
Iraq's Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) is planning to lodge an appeal against a decision by the 
country's PM Haider al-Abadi to suspend the activities of the commission due to alleged frauds during the May 
parliamentary election.  "The decision [to suspend the commission’s activities] is a violation of the principle of the 
separation of powers," press quoted the commission's statement released on August 29, adding that "it was only 
subject to the authority of the parliament - not of the government - according to Iraq’s constitution". The Iraqi 
Council of Ministers, earlier on August 28, announced that the suspension of the commission's work would 
continue until all investigations into the fraud allegations regarding the election are concluded.  Many sides 
across the country had rejected the results of the vote, demanding a manual recount of the ballots. The 
parliament, therefore, appointed nine judges to replace the commissioners for the process of the manual 
recount. 
 
Iraq sends delegation to US to seek deal on transactions with Iran 
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The Iraqi Prime Minister, Haider al-Abadi, has said that a delegation will be sent to the United States in a bid to 
forge an agreement regarding transactions with Iran, following the re-imposition of sanctions on Iraq’s 
neighbours. This is a confirmation of reports that claimed that Baghdad would formally seek to be exempted from 
some of the sanctions due to the country’s reliance on economic links with Iran. Among the aspects of the 
sanctions that Iraq hopes to be exempted from is the energy sector, particularly electricity. A number of 
businesses rely heavily on trade with Iran as well as general economic links not least the religious tourism 
industry in the country. According to the Economic Committee of Karbala’s Council, the US sanctions against 
Iran could cause thousands of job losses, especially in hotels and markets. The city’s economy relies heavily on 
the large influx of Iranian pilgrims into the city throughout the year. This is the same case with Najaf, Samarra in 
Salah-al-Din Province and Kadhimiyah in Baghdad. Therefore, an exemption from the sanctions is of utmost 
importance for Iraq’s already fragile economy.  
 
Iraqi vice president, US envoy discuss government's formation 
Iraqi Vice President Osama al-Nujaifi has held talks in Baghdad with the US presidential envoy, Brett McGurk.  
They discussed political developments and the nature of ongoing talks between various parties to establish the 
bloc that will form the next government, the privately-owned website Al-Sumaria News reported on August 28.   
Responding to the US envoy's queries, Al-Nujaifi pointed out that the Sunni National Axis coalition backed his 
nomination for parliament Speaker.   He also briefed McGurk on his meetings with Kurdish parties and Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi, the website said.   The Sunni politician also urged the US to help Iraq overcome the 
crises that resulted from terrorism and corruption.   The vice president also stressed the importance of agreeing 
on a government programme to solve the people's problems and offer better services.  "The National Axis 
maintains a similar distance from all blocs," al-Nujaifi said.   
 
Shia politicians warn of US 'interference' in new Iraq government 
Shia politicians have warned against US interference in the formation of the new Iraqi government.  Qais al-
Khazali, commander of the Shia militia group Asaib Ahl al-Haqq (League of the Righteous), admitted that the US 
played a role in "pressuring" some parties to form the Iraqi government, according to press reporting on August 
28.  In statements following a meeting of Al-Fatah (Conquest) coalition, al-Khazali said the US presidential 
envoy, Brett McGurk, had arrived in Baghdad on August 28 with a US delegation to pressure some sides to form 
the next government.  He said: "If the US embassy continued to intervene, we would not keep silent, and the 
sides supporting it should stop this. The US interferes blatantly in the government's formation, and sometimes 
imposes that certain individuals should be chosen."  For his part, Hadi al-Ameri, chief of the paramilitary Badr 
Organisation, expressed astonishment over the "reliance on foreign interference" when taking steps to form the 
next government.  "The next government will be of no avail if it is formed through foreign interference," he said at 
a press conference following his meeting with al-Khazali.  The US envoy is visiting Iraq alongside Iranian 
General Qassim Sulaimani and his three aides, to help aid the formation of a Shia alliance that will form the new 
government.  While Tehran supports former Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki and al-Ameri, Washington gives 
undeclared backing to the other Shia camp represented by Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, the influential cleric 
Moqtada al-Sadr, Ammar al-Hakeem and Vice President Ayad Allawi, according to Shafaq News website.  The 
Maliki-Ameri camp managed to gather the support of less than 100 seats, while the Abadi-Sadr-Hakeem-Allawi 
camp managed to obtain about 130 seats in parliament, the website said.  This way, it seems the Sunni and 
Kurdish blocs will be the decisive factor in determining which camp will form the next government, and this is 
why the US envoy has been holding talks with them for this purpose. 
 
Iraq's Sunni coalition selects 3 parliament speaker nominees 
A coalition of Sunni parties in Iraq has nominated three different candidates for parliamentary speaker, while 
Iraqi President Fouad Masoum declared that the new parliament's opening session will be on September 03.  
Four parties in the Sunni National Axis alliance nominated Mohamed Tamim for speaker of parliament, according 
to widespread press reporting on August 27.  Hours earlier, the alliance announced in a statement that two other 
candidates, Osama al-Nijaifi and Anbar governor Mohammad al-Halbousi, had been selected by some of its 
members. The National Axis is comprised of 53 MPs, including 37 from the Iraqi Forces coalition.   
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No compromise on Kirkuk in exchange for Kurdish support: Abadi 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi stated on August 27 that his Nasr (Victory) Alliance will not discuss the 
subject of Kirkuk with Kurdish political parties “in return for joining the four-party alliance to form the largest bloc,” 
according to Iraqi media.  His comments contradict earlier remarks from a senior member of Abadi’s party 
suggesting possible concessions on Kirkuk – particularly the return of Peshmerga to the disputed city.  “Alliances 
shall be formed between political parties as partners, not by submission of compromises,” Abadi said during a 
meeting with his party’s MPs and political analysts, according to Baghdad Today.  Nechirvan Barzani, prime 
minister of Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), visited Baghdad on July 30 for talks with Abadi. According to 
a statement from Abadi’s office, they both said the next government must support the wishes of all Iraqis. 
However, Abadi said he told Barzani there is “no possibility of discussion over the subject of Kirkuk”. Iraqi parties 
are busy building alliances which could soon form the basis of the country’s next government. The rival blocs are 
eager to recruit the Kurdish parties to top up their numbers in the chamber – but their support will come at a 
price.  Ahmed al-Hamdani, a high ranking Nasr official, told press on August 26 that there is room for a 
settlement on Kirkuk. “Kirkuk is a Kurdish, Arab, Iraqi city. We agree for the Peshmerga to return Kirkuk, as they 
bravely fought side by side with our forces to repel ISIS from Iraq,” Hamdani said.    
 
Last week, the Sairoun alliance, led by Muqtada al-Sadr, teamed up with Abadi’s Nasir, the Hikma Front, and 
Wataniya to form the core of a parliamentary bloc. If the alliance can win over the Sunni and Kurdish parties, it is 
well placed to form a governing coalition. Concessions on Kirkuk – often referred to as the ‘Kurdish Jerusalem’ – 
could seal the deal.  A delegation of Shiite parties visited Erbil on August 27, reportedly coming to an “initial” 
agreement.  The Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) prepared a 30 
point agenda for government formation talks – among them a resolution to the Kirkuk question. The Peshmerga, 
which defended Kirkuk from IS in 2014, was forced to withdraw from the disputed province when it was seized by 
the Iraqi Army and Hashd al-Shaabi militias on October 16, 2017. According to Article 140 of the Iraqi 
constitution, the dispute over whether the ethnically mixed province ought to belong to the Kurdistan Region or 
remain part of Iraq is supposed to be settled in a referendum. Under their negotiation terms, the Kurdish parties 
have called for the contested city to be run jointly between Erbil and Baghdad until the Article 140 is 
implemented. 
 
Meanwhile, a spokesman for the Arab Council in Kirkuk has warned against Kurdish and Iraqi forces from using 
the city as a bargaining chip in government formation negotiations and that the Council was opposed to the 
return of Peshmerga control.  According to Asharq al-Awsat on August 27, Hatem al-Taei stressed that, 
according to the Iraqi Constitution, only federal forces are allowed to be deployed in the disputed regions.  The 
Peshmerga is legally part of the Iraqi military, but operates under its own command structure.  “Our problem, as 
Arabs in Kirkuk, does not lie with the Kurds or Kurdish political forces, but with the powers that control the 
security and military forces that have seized Kirkuk,” he told press.  In response, Khaled Shwani of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan argued that Arab politicians were putting their interests above those of the residents of 
Kirkuk, according to Asharq al-Awsat, and that all parts of society must take part is security duties.  The issue of 
joint control of the disputed areas is a controversial subject and has taken on new relevance given the kingmaker 
role being played by Kurdish parties in negotiations over forming a new government in Baghdad.   
 
Masum in Iraq government talks with Sadr envoy, rumours of second term for Abadi 
Iraqi President Fuad Masum has reportedly met with representatives for Moqtada al-Sadr and the Kurdish 
parties as part of talks to form the next government.  The talks focused on efforts by political parties to form the 
biggest bloc in parliament, the private website Al-Sumaria News reported on August 26.  Al-Sadr's 
representative, Judge Jaafar al-Mosawi, and Masum discussed the need to abide by the constitutional timetable 
for the convening of parliament and the government's formation the website quoted a statement by Al-Sadr office 
as saying.  The meeting also stressed the need to leave behind mistakes of the past when forming the next 
government.  "The meeting discussed fulfilling protesters' legitimate demands, providing necessary services as 
soon as possible and solving the water problem in the southern province of Basra immediately in the light of its 
impact on people's lives," the statement said.  The Iraqi president has met several political leaders over the past 
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few days, including Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi, in a prelude to inviting the Council of Representatives to 
convene following the recent ratification of the May 12 elections.   
 
Meanwhile, an Iraqi political source has said that it is most likely that outgoing Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi will 
be nominated for a second term in the post.  "The prospects for Abadi to receive a second term in office are the 
greatest, as there are no objections to him," a political source told press on August 26.  The unnamed source 
said that four political coalitions agreed to form the biggest bloc in parliament ahead of creating the new 
government. These coalitions are Saeroun Lil-Islah (Marching for Reform), led by Moqtada al-Sadr; Al-Nasr 
(Victory), led by Abadi; Al-Hikma (Wisdom), led by Ammar al-Hakeem; and Al-Wataniya (Patriotist) led by Vice-
President Iyad Allawi.  The source said that there was also coordination with the two main Kurdish parties, in 
addition to a number of other MPs, for the bloc's formation, the website said.   
 
Iraq's president, politicians in talks over coming government 
Iraqi President Fuad Masum has held talks with vice-president and head of the State of Law coalition, Nouri al-
Maliki, to discuss efforts to form the new government.  The talks focused on developments regarding endeavours 
of forming the largest bloc that the president should task with forming the coming government, the Kurdish 
website Shafaq News quoted a presidential statement as saying on August 25.  Masum held a similar meeting a 
day earlier with outgoing Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, who heads Al-Nasr (Victory) alliance.  The statement 
said that Masum's meeting with al-Maliki stressed "the need for the fourth round of the Council of 
Representatives to convene in accordance with the constitutional timetable, and the need for adhering to the 
constitution and respecting the voters' will through reforming state institutions and improving services".  The 
statement noted that the meeting also tackled the political developments at the national and regional level, the 
website said.   
 
Iraq's Maliki side-lined as Kurds and Sunnis seek Sadr coalition 
Iraq's Kurdish and Sunni blocs have expressed their willingness to form a coalition with election winner Moqtada 
Al Sadr, an indication that former Prime Minister Nouri Al Maliki, who is seeking power, could lose his grip over 
the country's political scene.  Al Sadr's Saeroon bloc and Al Maliki's State of Law coalition have been competing 
to strike a deal with the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) as well as 
Sunni blocs to establish the biggest ruling alliance in parliament.  "There are signs of agreement between the 
Kurds and the Sunnis to ally with Saeroon," Raed Fahmi, a prominent politician in Saeroon's bloc said on August 
26.  The Kurdish parties will play a central role in the formation of the next government as they collectively 
secured over 40 seats in the May elections but they have yet to officially announce their alliance.  However, the 
Kurdish parties have set conditions for allying with the major blocs, PUK leader Arez Abduallah said in a 
statement.  "Our conditions are constitutional and include the existence of a government with a true national 
partnership that is in balance with the constitution," Abduallah said, adding that his party will ally with the bloc 
that is "consistent with our political vision".   
 
Kurdish parties have previously been in talks with Al Maliki to join his State of Law bloc, which won 26 seats, 
along with Al Amiri's Fateh bloc which won 47 seats.  The two proposed coalitions account for around 249 seats 
between them, meaning that 80 seats held by smaller parties and individuals would hold the balance of power.  
But there is no word on how close to an agreement the parties are, although officials from the two blocs are 
expected to visit Iraqi Kurdistan next week in hopes of announcing a deal.  Al Maliki is a small player in the Iraqi 
parliament, with three or four seats out of his bloc who are loyal to him, said Michael Knights, a senior fellow at 
the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.  "However, he’s a natural politician, so he can bring people 
together and make deals, and this is why you talk to him,"  Knights said, adding that he would have only a limited 
role if Al Sadr formed a government.  Iraqi President Fuad Masum held talks on August 26 with Prime Minister 
Haider Al Abadi on the latest political developments, stressing the need to speed up the negotiation process to 
form the largest bloc in government.   
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Iraq's largest Sunni coalition selects nominee for Parliamentary Speaker 
The largest Sunni alliance on August 27 declared they had selected their candidate for the position of 
Parliamentary Speaker as talks over the formation of a new Iraqi government come close to the end. The Sunni-
led Coalition of Iraqi Forces—which won 37 seats in the May 12 election—has agreed “unanimously on the 
nomination of lawmaker Mohamed Rikan al-Halbusi as the candidate from the Coalition of Iraqi Forces, within 
the National Axis Alliance, for the presidency of parliament,” read the statement issued at the tail end of the 
meeting between members of the coalition.  The coalition’s nominee to lead lawmakers in Baghdad, Halbusi, is a 
36-year-old engineer from the predominantly Sunni province of Anbar in western Iraq.  He will be the youngest 
person in Iraq’s history to become speaker if he is elected during the first session of parliament which has to be 
held before Sep. 03, 15 days after the Supreme Court’s ratification of the final results of the May 12 election.  
Halbusi is the incumbent governor of Anbar Province and a member of the al-Hal block, led by businessman 
Jamal Karbouli.  The National Axis Alliance, of which the Coalition of Iraqi Forces is a part, is led by Khamis al-
Khanjar and holds a combined total of 53 seats out of a possible 329 in Parliament.  No list decisively won the 
Iraqi national elections and required parties and coalitions to forge alliances to attain the 165 seats needed to 
reach majority and form a government.  Following an unofficial power-sharing tradition in Iraq, the prime minister 
must be Shia, the president a Kurd, while the speaker must be Sunni. The custom has, on multiple occasions, 
been criticized by Qais al-Khazali, leader of the Asaib Ahl al-Haq faction in the Iranian-backed Hashd al-Shaabi. 

Security 
 
Report says Iran transferred missiles to Iraq, placing Israel, Saudi Arabia, within firing range. 
Iran has moved long-range ballistic missiles to Iraq according to a Reuters report.  The news site quoted three 
Iranian officials, two Iraqi intelligence sources, and two Western intelligence sources, all of whom confirmed the 
transfer of short-range missiles to Iraq over the course of several months.   Some of the officials added that Iran 
is helping its allies produce their own missiles as well.  Speaking to Reuters, one of the Iranian officials said that 
"the logic was to have a backup plan if Iran was attacked".  "The number of missiles is not high, just a couple of 
dozen, but it can be increased if necessary".  Both the Iranian officials, as well as Iraq's military and government, 
declined to comment, as did the US and Israel.  The missiles, of the Fateh-110, Zolfaqar, and Zelzal types, have 
ranges of 200-700 km, and are able to threaten both Saudi Arabia and Israel.  According to one of the Western 
sources, the transfer is intended as a "warning" to the US and Israel. "It seems Iran has been turning Iraq into its 
forward missile base," the source said.  The sources also noted that Iraqis have already been trained to act as 
operators for the missiles, and that Iran has forward bases in Iraq. 
 
IS weekly infographic videos highlight group's strength in Iraq 
A series of slick weekly infographic videos produced by IS highlight the rise of the group's activities in Iraq 
compared to other countries where it operates.  The animated weekly data video titled "Harvest of the Soldiers", 
provides detailed information and serves as a data round-up based on a several variables, including the number 
of casualties, targets, types of attacks and areas of operations.  The first edition was released on 3 August. The 
series is produced by IS's Western-focused multilingual media outfit Al-Hayat Media Centre (HMC). IS appears 
to be using these slick videos to trumpet its military capability, while downplaying territorial setbacks it has 
suffered. It is also a way for the group to show off its media skills and ability to innovate.  The group's weekly 
infographic videos highlight, in percentage shares, the number of attacks carried out in each country of operation 
within a week. Over the past four weeks, the group's animated infographics showed Iraq as having the lion's 
share of IS attacks.  This week's edition, published on 30 August, claims that over 52 percent of attacks took 
place in Iraq. The first week showed that 43 percent of the overall attacks took place in Iraq, 71 percent during 
the second week, 55 percent during the third week and around 58 percent during the fourth week.  Most of IS's 
attacks in Iraq over the past weeks took place in the oil-rich province of Kirkuk, according to the infographics, 
followed by the provinces of "Dijlah" (the name IS calls areas between southern Mosul and Salah al-Din), and 
Diyala.  Meanwhile, in Syria, IS claimed that most attacks happened in the eastern Deir al-Zour province.  The 
latest infographic shows that IS remains active in at least 11 Iraqi provinces and only four in Syria.  In this week's 
edition, IS reported 167 killed and injured in Iraq, 56 in Syria and 37 in Afghanistan.  The infographics claim that 
the majority of the attacks in Iraq took place against the Iraqi army, the Shia-dominated Popular Mobilisation 
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Forces and members of the Sunni tribes. In Syria, most of the attacks allegedly targeted government forces, and 
members of the US-backed, Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces.  IS produces infographics regularly in its 
weekly newspaper al-Naba. These infographics appear to to be the same that inform the new HMC infographic 
videos. 

Economy 
 
Iraq environment ministry urges curbing Basra water pollution 
The Iraqi Ministry of Environment has urged the bodies concerned in Basra province to curb water pollution.  In a 
statement on August 25, the ministry's environment awareness and media department said the Basra 
environment directorate was working round the clock to find radical solutions to various pollution problems in the 
province, the privately-owned website of Al-Sumaria TV reported.  The ministry noted that water pollution and 
shortage makes the crisis "extremely serious" in the southern province. It also called for not leaving sanitary 
drainage into water resources, the website said.  Water pollution in Basra has led to the poisoning of hundreds of 
Iraqis who have been taken to hospitals in the province over the past days.  The lack of electricity and potable 
water were the main triggers of the protests that broke out in July in the oil-rich Basra and southern provinces 
before reaching the capital Baghdad. 
 
Iraq wants to partner with Siemens to improve electricity: Abadi 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said on August 28 that the government aims to sign an agreement with 
Germany’s Siemens to reform the country’s inefficient electricity grid. "This is to draw a roadmap, a full program, 
and a full scheme to make reforms in electricity sector in Iraq,” he said during his weekly press conference. 
Abadi added this was due to meeting with some “great” companies during his 2017 visit to Germany when he 
also met with Chancellor Angela Merkel. "The next step will be signing an agenda with the company”. The 
premier also claimed that his cabinet has made improvements in increasing the level of electricity.  
 
Iraq generated over $7.5 billion from July oil exports 
The Iraqi Oil Ministry announced on August 29 that the country’s oil exports increased for the month of July 
compared to June in 2018.  Iraq’s oil exports averaged at 109,859,705 barrels of oil for July, the ministry said in 
a statement citing state-oil marketer SOMO, which generated over $7.5 billion in revenue, it added.  The average 
sale price of a barrel in August was $56.668, according to the statement.  These figures come entirely from the 
southern fields, the ministry said. The figures didn’t include exports and revenue in July from the Kirkuk fields.  
The oil has been exported via the ports of Basra, Khor Amya, and Seko from the Gulf by a number of foreign 
companies.  OPEC’s second-largest producer exported 3.521 million barrels per day of crude oil in July. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
In the Kurdish region, four people were killed in a fire which was reportedly started by the impact of Iranian 
artillery rounds fire in the Marivan forest near the Iranian border with Sulaymaniyah province.   The Iranian 
Hangaw News Agency has reported that that Iranian artillery had shelled the border areas of Silase and Pila in 
Marivan, which set parts of the forest on fire.  The bombardment was directed against suspected positions of the 
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI).  Four climate activists died while trying to extinguish the fire, 
according to reports.  The week has seen extensive continuation of Turkish operations against PKK insurgents in 
northern Iraq.  Target sets included the usual areas in Dohuk including Avasin-Basyan, Derishke, Gezi, and 
Bedoohe villages of Amedi with the Turkish Air Force also hitting the headquarters of the PKK on the mountain 
of Gara in retaliation for an attack by the Kurdish armed group on the Turkish army in which the group's fighters 
had reportedly killed 15 soldiers.  In Erbil, Bradost, and Hakurk district also saw Turkish airstrikes take place, and 
Turkish artillery units shelled a number of villages in the region of Sidekan.  Meanwhile, according to the 
Peshmerga, at least eleven IS militants were killed in an airstrike on the group’s base in the district of Makhmour, 
late on August 29. According to Sirwan Barzani, the commander of the Peshmerga’s operations in the Gwer-
Makhmour front, the airstrikes struck five IS hideouts, killing 11 militants. Peshmerga forces have carried out a 
number of sporadic raids in coordination with the International coalition to trace the whereabouts of IS remnants 
around Makhmour. According to Barzani, IS movement is minimal in areas patrolled by the Peshmerga.   
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In Nineveh province this week, Iraqi fighter jets bombarded multiple IS underground tunnels near the villages of 
Aghar and Zehlufah in Shurah sub-district, south of Mosul and ISF reported the killing of ten IS militants in a 
failed infiltration attempt into Al-Mughar, also in Shurah sub-district.  A further 13 members of IS were killed, and 
two others were arrested during a pre-emptive security operation on the afternoon of August in Tal al-Sabt 
village in Hamam al-Alil district, 20 km south of Mosul and 20 IS members, including five women, were arrested 
on August 27 in the village of al-Hajj in Qayyarah sub-district, 60 km south of Mosul.  The individuals were said 
to have worked for the al-Hisbah (Vigilantism) department within Islamic State.  It was reported that four people 
were wounded after two bombs exploded in Tel Keppe district, 20 km north of Mosul, earlier in the day.   
 
Meanwhile, the restive area of Sinjar to the west of Mosul continues to give cause for concern.  A Yezidi 
commander warned of a possible conflict between Yezidis and 55 Arab families who have just returned to 
Shingal (Sinjar), following an order from Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi to allow their return.  “A number of 
officials from Iraqi Army had visited us and asked for the return of these Arabs, and we told them that if they 
return there will be social issues between Yezidis and them. But today 55 families — escorted by a large number 
of Iraqi forces — returned to Gulat village in western Snune, near Sharafaddin,” said Qasim Shasho, a 
Peshmerga commander in Shingal.  Shasho also stated that “It was the population of these villages who 
kidnapped our women and the Yezidis will not tolerate their return”.  Abadi’s decree allowed hundreds of families 
to return to other disputed areas such as Rabi'a and Zummar, according to Khudeda Juke, a Yezidi commander 
in Hashd al-Shaabi who heads the Snune district.  “These families have returned without informing us, but a few 
days ago Haider al-Abadi ordered the return of Arabs of Shingal, Rabi’a and Zummar to their places,” said Juke.  
He also warned against the return of these families, warning ‘the creation of social issues” but also says that 
“Now the decision has been made, no matter if Yezidis like it or not. They will finally return.” 
 
In Salah-al-Din, at least two fighters for the Shi’ite militias of Hashd al-Shaabi were killed overnight on August 26 
after a roadside IED detonated near Tuz Khurmatu.   According to a former spokesperson for the mayor’s office 
in the district, two other militiamen from the PMF were wounded.   The bombing took place on a road between 
the villages of Khashmana and Pir Ahmed.  In addition, an unconfirmed post on Telegram by alleged Islamic 
State members claimed to have damaged a fuel tanker, allegedly for the Iraqi army, in an attack in Salah-al-Din 
province.  In a brief report on August 25, IS claimed that its militants targeted a "fuel tanker for the [Iraqi] army" 
using an improvised explosive device (IED) on the Shirqat - Telul al-Baj road in Salah al-Din province. That 
attack purportedly damaged the tanker and killed two individuals on board 
 
In Kirkuk province a mortar shell was reportedly fired in the direction of an office building that is home to a 
number of television channels in Kirkuk early on August 25 although no casualties were reported.  The building 
in the Azadi neighbourhood reportedly belongs to the channel Kirkuk TV, but is also the premises of a number of 
other TV channels.  On August 25, an unidentified gunman on a motorcycle shot and injured an employee of the 
state-owned Iraqi drilling company in Azadi neighbourhood in north-eastern Kirkuk. It was also reported that 
Baghdad has installed five separate checkpoints along a 45km stretch of road between Pirde and Kirkuk 
according to a local official who said the measure is required to combat the ongoing IS presence in the region.  
 
Meanwhile, it was reported that the acting governor of Kirkuk, Rakan Said, has banned NGOs registered in the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq from working in Kirkuk in a move described by a Kurdish official as "political".  The 
Kurdistan Democratic Party website reported on August 27, that the acting governor has "informed the security 
forces in Kirkuk to not allow any activities by NGOs registered in the Kurdistan Region".  Since the federal 
takeover of disputed areas from Kurdish security forces last October, the report said, Said has opposed the 
Kurds and the Kurdistan Region.  The head of the body in charge of NGOs in the Kurdistan Region, Akram 
Jamo, told the website that the governor's decision is "political and contrary to the constitution because these 
organisations have official permission to work and carry out humanitarian work voluntarily". Jamo also said that 
Baghdad has also prevented the work of 400 NGOs who have offered various types of aid to areas of Kirkuk and 
the Ninawa Plains.  He added that NGOs have lots of concerns about how they are treated by the Iraqi 
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government and forces.  They have asked the head of Iraqi NGOs many times to hold a joint meeting to resolve 
the issue, he went on, explaining that they have not responded "due to political pressures". 
 
Finally, a high-voltage electric transmission line that extends between Dibis and areas in western Kirkuk province 
was also subjected to a sabotage act on August 20.  Several IEDs planted by IS militants exploded targeting 
tower number 85 near the village of Qara Tepe, causing material damage.  One additional explosive device 
subsequently detonated against federal police elements after they arrived to investigate the incident in what 
appeared to be a ‘come-on’ attack.   IS also claimed the targeting of an oil tank truck, allegedly belonging to the 
government,  The group said in a "breaking news" report by its news outlet Amaq on August 19 that IS militants 
destroyed the truck with an IED near Daquq town.    
 
In Diyala province, on August 27, a joint Iraqi army and police force unit killed two IS militants and destroyed 
their vehicle while they were trying to transfer fuel to IS locations in the Hain Mountains in the north of Diyala 
province.  In addition, IS appear to be returning to the use of IDF attacks in order to harass the local population 
and ISF in Diyala.  A mortar shell also landed in an orchard in Abu Saida sub-district, north east of Baqubah 
resulting in the death of a civilian woman and three mortar shells landed in the vicinity of Abu Karma village 
situated on the outskirts of Abu Saida sub-district, 25 km north east of Baqubah, no casualties were reported..  
The incident follows a report on August 26 that IS are now regularly targeting military headquarters utilising IDF 
northeast of Baquba from locations in the orchards of al-Mukhisa in the Waqf basin, to the northeast of the town.  
In addition, four IS militants were killed on August 26 in an ambush by PMF  fighters who were reportedly trying 
to infiltrate from Mteibijah, a rugged area in the eastern part of the province, into the nearby village of Khudhair 
al-Matrouhi.  As the insurgents entered the ambush area, PMF opened fire using heavy machine guns, killing 
four militants while the others fled the scene leaving their weapons and ammunition.  Finally, on the afternoon of 
August 29, an ISF member was reportedly killed in a roadside IED explosion in the village of Mukheisah, 25 km 
north east of Baqubah with ISF reportedly commencing a search and raid operation in the vicinity of Omar 
Mednan village. north of Qara Tepe, aiming at eliminating IS sleeper cells.  The move came as the Chairman of 
the Security Committee within Abu Saida local council, Awad al-Rubai'I stated that around 180 IS militants had 
recently infiltrated into some parts of Diyala province including Mukheisah, most of them reportedly coming from 
Mosul.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 
The main security incident to occur in Anbar during the reporting period occurred on August 29 when a suicide 
vehicle-borne improvised explosive device (SVBIED) detonated at a security checkpoint in Al-Qaim.  As many as 
21 people were killed and nine others were injured leaving 15 members of the Shia-dominated Popular 
Mobilisation Forces (PMF) dead, killing as well three army personnel and three civilians.  Islamic State claimed 
responsibility for the attack with IS's affiliated "Nashir News Agency" channel on the messaging app Telegram 
issuing the claim on  August 29, saying that 28 people, including seven officers, had been killed and 22 others 
wounded in the attack. Five military vehicles were also reportedly destroyed.  IS said the suicide bomber, 
identified as Abu Daoud al-Muwahid, targeted with his car bomb a base for the Iraqi army and the Shia-
dominated Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) at the entrance of Qaim.  Meanwhile, the Syrian Army has 
reportedly dispatched a large number of forces to South-eastern Deir Ezzur on the border with Anbar province in 
order to launch an operation to purge the border region with Iraq of IS.  A large convoy, along with heavy military 
equipment, was reportedly sent to the Albu Kamal Desert in South-eastern Deir Ezzur near the border with Iraq.  
It was also reported that the army's engineering units carried out a sweep and clear operation in the town of 
Sabikhan in South-eastern Deir Ezzur and discovered a depot of arms and ammunition in IS positions with a 
large volume of shoulder-launched missiles, cannons, tanks and mortars, including some that were western-
made. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 
 

 

 

 
In the City this week, a security source revealed that three passengers on board a micro bus in Baghdad's 
southern Doura district were injured when an IED was detonated inside the vehicle, adding that the wounded 
were hospitalised, and an investigation was opened into the incident.  A roadside IED detonated in al-Ghadeer 
neighbourhood in New Baghdad district leaving three people wounded and damaging two cars and a civilian was 
killed in a close-quarter shooting by gunmen carrying suppressed weapons in al-Duwanim area in West Rashid 
District, south-western Baghdad.  It was also reported that a ‘sound-bomb’ device detonated near Muzaffar 
Square in Sadr City district, east Baghdad, wounding a civilian.  Dozens of people demonstrated in Jadriyah, 
outside the International Zone (IZ), rejecting alleged US intervention in the process of forming a new Iraqi 
government.  The demonstrators raised pictures of Brett McGurk, the envoy of US President Donald Trump to 
the international coalition.  The envoy had recently been in Iraq for days to discuss the forming of the new Iraqi 
government.   
 
The wider Baghdad provinces saw usual routine low-yield IED and SAF attacks that conform to regional norms. 
An IED detonated near the Taji industrial zone, leaving two civilians wounded, and a sound bomb IED reportedly 
detonated outside a civilian house in Husseiniyahs north east of Baghdad, without causing casualties. On the 
evening of August 30 an IED detonated near a market in the Abu Ghraib district, wounding three people.  In 
addition, gunmen carrying suppressed weapons shot and killed a civilian in Boub al-Sham, north east of 
Baghdad.  A civilian was also killed in a close-quarter shooting by gunmen carrying suppressed weapons in 
Radwaniyah, south west of Baghdad. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
In the southern provinces this week demonstration activity has been a constant albeit at lower levels than of late, 
however following a call for a ‘million man march’ by Muqtada Al-Sadr on August 31, violence erupted in Basra 
city after demonstrators stoned ISF and tried to break into the provincial government headquarters in Basra city 
on August 31 to press demands for better public services and an end to pervasive corruption.  Some protesters 
also set fire to tyres outside the building and there were minor clashes with riot police who fired tear gas to try to 
quell the protest. No serious injuries were reported.   
 
Meanwhile, in Wasit province, several gunmen riding a pickup truck in military uniform shot and killed a civilian 
near his house in the al-Mu’allimin neighbourhood of Kut before fleeing to an unknown destination.  In Karbala, 
and in the latest of a series of similar incidents, an explosion took place on August 31 in a weapons and 
ammunition warehouse belonging to the PMF.  Located in the al-Mualmeen neighbourhood in Karbala, the depot 
belongs to the Sadr-loyal Peace Companies (Brigades) also known in Arabic as Saraya al-Salam.  The Saraya 
al-Salam is a 2014 revival of the Mahdi Army— a Shia armed group created in 2003 and disbanded five years 
later by prominent cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, head of the Saeroon coalition, winner of the May 12 national election.  
Witnesses told press that the blasts rocked the city after a large fire erupted at the warehouse.  There were no 
immediate reports of casualties, and the cause of the fire is not yet known.  Three such incidents have occurred 
in the past month at warehouses belonging to the Iranian-backed Hashd al-Shaabi forces in the Karbala area, 
the first explosion taking place on August 06 and the second only four days later. The latest arms depot 
explosion happened on August 18.  The August 18 blast at a Hashd al-Shaabi-owned warehouse was followed 
by a statement from the militia group claiming that drones targeted their storage units.  “Two planes were spotted 
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over the location of the incident, and official bodies confirm they are unfriendly,” the group claimed while offering 
no details on how the unnamed “official body” had concluded that the attacking force was “unfriendly,” beyond 
the fact that it had allegedly conducted an air strike 
 
Finally, in Maysan, tribal fighting reportedly broke out on August 31 in the al-Khayr area in southern Maysan.  
Sources stating that a number of heavy weapons, including mortars and RPG-7s were used in the incident. 
Casualty figures are unknown. 
 
 
. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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