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This report is an abridged version of GardaWorld Weekly Iraq .Xplored September 29, 2018.  To subscribe to the 
full versions of the daily/weekly Iraq .Xplored reports, or for enquires relating to other GardaWorld services, 
please contact daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith 

on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is 

made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments 

made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report 

is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ The Ashoura commemoration passed without major incidents in the southern region and Baghdad amidst 

extensive security measures.  A heightened insurgent intent to stage signature attacks is assessed to remain 

throughout the remainder of Muharram.  As underlined by the suicide VBIED attack between Baiji and Tikrit 

on 12 September, terrorist attacks are more likely in mixed areas of the north, including Salah al-Din, Diyala 

and Kirkuk which remain more permissive to IS operations.  

 

▪ While the situation in Basra has calmed down since the violent unrest earlier in the month, political tensions 

are assessed to remain high with an associated risk of spontaneous gatherings.  An increased security 

posture for preventive reasons can be expected to remain in the city with additional security deployments and 

increased checkpoint scrutiny.   

 

▪ IDF attacks on the International Zone, Baghdad and the US consulate near Basra International Airport 

suggests heightened intent to target US interests in the country. While no group has claimed responsibility for 

the attacks, it is likely that Iranian-backed elements are behind these incidents in an effort to harass and 

intimidate for political purposes. As such, the outlook for further attacks targeting US interests is assessed as 

increased in the coming weeks.  

 

▪ Political focus over the next week will revolve around the election of key positions including President and 

Prime Minister.  Political negotiations to decide the composition of the new government can also be expected 

to dominate parliamentary sessions, with associated risks of demonstrations as tensions remain high.   

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, 

and along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

US orders departure of US Consulate in Basra following IDF attack 
On September 28, the US Department of State (DoS) ordered the departure of the US Consulate in Basra, citing 

security concerns from ‘anti-US sectarian militias’, ‘insurgent groups’ and ‘the U.S. government’s limited ability to 

provide routine and emergency services to U.S. citizens in Iraq’. The decision follows an IDF attack targeting the 

US Consulate on September 28. According to local reports, one round impacted outside the airport perimeter 

while two impacted within, causing no damage or casualties.  There were no reported disruptions to airport traffic 

and the airport continues to operate as normal.   

 

VP Maliki expresses support for KDP candidate for President 
Former PM/VP Maliki held meetings with presidential candidates Fuad Hussein (KDP) and Barham Salih (PUK) 

on September 26 and appeared to endorse Hussein in a statement to Kurdish media.  While calling for the 

Kurdish parties to agree on one candidate, Maliki said they “wish success for our brother Fuad and the KDP.” 

 

PM Abadi says calls for resignation are ‘unconstitutional’ 
In his weekly press conference, Prime Minister Abadi reiterated that he and his cabinet will continue to carry out 

their duties until a new cabinet has been appointed in accordance with constitutional procedures, adding that 

calls for his resignation have no basis in the constitution.  

 

Wrangling over government formation continues 

While political reporting this week was largely focused on the upcoming election of the next President, political 

negotiations continue between and within the main parliament blocs to form a government alliance. Both al-Islah 

coalition (Sairun/Nasr-led) and al-Bina (Fatah/State of Law-led) held meetings early in the week to that end.  

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

US orders departure of US Consulate in Basra following IDF attack 
On September 28, the US Department of State (DoS) ordered the departure of the US Consulate in Basra, citing 

security concerns from ‘anti-US sectarian militias’, ‘insurgent groups’ and ‘the U.S. government’s limited ability to 

provide routine and emergency services to U.S. citizens in Iraq’.  The statement added that the American 

Citizens Services (ACS) Section at the U.S. Embassy Baghdad will continue to provide consular services to U.S. 

citizens in Basrah.  

 

Earlier in the week, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said Iran does not intend to engage in a war with 

American forces “anywhere in the region” and indicated that they are not responsible for any hostilities against 

US forces in Iraq.  Likely referring to Iran-backed Shia militias operating in the country, Rouhani said “there are 

various groups that are engaged in political activities and act as liberation movements, they may be interested in 

Iran but their actions have nothing to do with us." Rouhani also called on the US to revise its presence in the 

region and called the US’ presence in Syria ‘illegal’.  Addressing the nuclear deal, Rouhani said the assembly 

meeting proved that the “majority of world leaders endorse [the nuclear deal] as a diplomatic achievement” and 

that the US remains isolated on the issue.  Meanwhile, in a statement to the media, Qais al-Khazali, leader of 

Asaib Ahl al-Haq (League of the Righteous), reiterated the accusation that the US and Saudi Arabia were behind 

the violent protests in Basra, adding that the US Consulate in Basra instigated the unrest via one of its social 

media pages.  Khazali said the protests were originally peaceful but were then ‘hi-jacked’ by US and Saudi 

Arabia to further their political agendas in Iraq.   

 

VP Maliki expresses support for KDP candidate for President 
Former PM/VP Maliki held meetings with presidential candidates Fuad Hussein (KDP) and Barham Salih (PUK) 

on September 26 and appeared to endorse Hussein in a statement to Kurdish media.  While calling for the 

Kurdish parties to agree on one candidate, Maliki said they “wish success for our brother Fuad and the KDP.  We 

want to see a strong presence of the Kurdistan Region in Baghdad.” Maliki also added that if Massoud Barzani is 

behind him “he will surely be strong and good.” Separately, Barham Salih held meetings with both Muqtada al-

Sadr and Qais al-Khazali in Najaf in what Sadrist sources described as an attempt to get the support from the 

Sairun Alliance for his candidacy.  However, the same sources told national media that Sadr made no promises 

to Salih but said a meeting will be held within the Abadi/Sadr-led Islah coalition to discuss the matter.  

 

In the parliamentary session on September 27, Speaker Halbusi also announced that seven Presidential 

candidates meet the qualifications and conditions agreed upon to run for the position.  The candidates include 

Barham Salih of the PUK, Faud Hussein of the KDP, Umar Barzinji of the Kurdistan Islamic Union, and Abdul 

Karim Ali Abtan of the National Coalition; Srwa Abdulwahid, Sardar Abdullah, and Latif Rashid are running as 

independents.  Halbusi added that the majority of the 31 candidates who submitted documents for approval were 

disqualified for not meeting the necessary conditions, including Kurdish professor Fili Kamal Aziz Qaituli and 

Salim Shushkayee from the Kurdistan Islamic Group.  Parliament also decided to proceed with the election on 

October 01.     

 

PM Abadi says calls for resignation are ‘unconstitutional’ 
In his weekly press conference, Prime Minister Abadi reiterated that he and his cabinet will continue to carry out 

their duties until a new cabinet has been appointed in accordance with constitutional procedures, adding that 

calls for his resignation have no basis in the constitution.  The PM also accused ‘some political forces’ of ‘paying 

to complicate the relations between the three main authorities’ while calling for a Presidential candidate who is 

‘committed to the unity of Iraq.’  Abadi also addressed the situation in Basra and reiterated that the problems in 

the province are caused by poor infrastructure rather than politics.  
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Wrangling over government formation continues 

While political reporting this week was largely focused on the upcoming election of the next President, political 

negotiations continue between and within the main parliament blocs to form a government alliance. Both al-Islah 

coalition (Sairun/Nasr-led) and al-Bina (Fatah/State of Law-led) held meetings early in the week to that 

end.  Following a meeting on September 23, Al-Islah issued a statement saying it was prepared to reach out to 

other blocs in parliament, as well as Kurdish MPs, to form the next government and that it will form a committee 

tasked with creating a ‘unified government programme.’  Separate reports suggest al-Bina are prepared to 

nominate a candidate outside of their own bloc and who conforms to the guidelines issued by Ayatollah Sistani.    

 

Separately, senior officials within the Dawa Party reportedly met in Baghdad on 22 September, in an ‘attempt to 

overcome internal differences and activate the national role of the party’, according to a statement released by 

the Party.  The meeting included PM Abadi and VP Nouri al-Maliki and the subsequent statement also stressed 

an attempt to ‘unify the views, platforms and efforts of the party’s two parliamentary blocs’ as part of a ‘step 

towards unifying all parliamentary blocs that have common views.’  

 

Commander of Basra Operations Command transferred  
The office of Prime Minister Abadi announced in a brief statement on September 27 the removal of Jamil al-

Shammari as the Commander General of Basra Operations Command.  The statement added that al-Shammari 

has been assigned the post of President of the Defence University for Military Studies in Baghdad.  Deputy 

Commander Abdul Amir al-Shammari told local media that Basra Chief of Police Rashid Faleh will temporarily 

assume the post but that PM Abadi will soon meet to discuss the selection of a permanent replacement.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Activity in the northern region largely conformed with patterns observed over the previous weeks with Sunni 

insurgent activity concentrated primarily in rural areas of Nineveh, southwestern Kirkuk and northern Diyala.  An 

increase in IS activity was reported south of Mosul highlighted by a series of assassinations targeting Mukhtars 

(village elders) and tribal leaders in rural areas.  A typical IS Modus Operandi seen elsewhere in the country, 

these assassinations highlight insurgent intent to target the local population to undermine trust in the ISF’s ability 

to control the human terrain through asymmetric hit and run attacks.  However the group is assessed to lack the 

capability for a more organised insurgency aimed at controlling territory.  In response, ISF backed by PMUs 

launched further operations in Nineveh, targeting IS cells in the rural areas west and south of Mosul.  

 

A decline in activity was noticed in Salah al-Din with no significant attacks or changes in activity patterns 

recorded.  On 21 September, a suicide bomber was reportedly intercepted and arrested east of Samarra as he 

approached a security checkpoint.  An IED attached to a bicycle also detonated in Tuz Khourmatu on September 

27, wounding one civilian.  ISF operations, supported by airstrikes, continued in Mutajbiyah district, eastern 

Salah al-Din where security forces continue to pursue IS cells operating with relative freedom.  The involvement 

of airstrikes underlines ISF’s continuing struggle to control the terrain.  
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Activity patterns in Kirkuk province remain largely unchanged, with the vast majority of incidents concentrated in 

the Hawijah district and adjacent areas.  Continuing on from previous weeks, incidents comprised low-level IED 

and SAF targeting the local population and security forces.  In response, ISF continued to carry out security 

operations in the district, reporting several arrests and IED finds during the week.   

 

In Diyala, relatively high activity levels continue in Khanaqin and Jalawla district in the north, furthering a trend 

seen in recent weeks.  Notably, on September 26 and 27 ISF intercepted two suicide bombers on separate 

occasions; both attempting to target security forces.  Low-level IED attacks were also recorded in rural areas of 

the district, claiming low numbers of civilian casualties.  These incidents suggest continued IS’ intent to exploit 

Kurdish-Arab divisions in disputed areas.  Elsewhere in the province, hostilities were as usual concentrated in 

the Diyala River Valley between Baqubah and Muqdadiyah, comprising low-level IED and SAF attacks.    
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

A relatively uneventful reporting period was observed in the western region with no significant security 

developments noted.  The PMU commander of the western axis, Qassem Musleh, accused Danish coalition 

forces of targeting a PMU camp near al-Qaim.  In a statement to national media outlets, Musleh said several 

rockets were fired towards the camp on September 23, impacting near the site without causing any casualties, 

and said Danish forces fighting within the international coalition were responsible.  

 
Elsewhere, minor attacks were reported in Fallujah and Hit districts comprising low-level SAF and grenades 

related to local disputes.  ISF also carried out several security operations in Rutbah district and around Ramadi, 

targeting suspected IS activity and criminality.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

No large-scale incidents took place in Baghdad city this week however an increase in hostilities, possibly related 

to Sunni-inspired terrorism, was noted in the capital.  A series of minor but seemingly indiscriminate IED attacks 

took place on September 25, with explosions recorded in Adhamiyah, Kadhimiyah, New Baghdad and West 

Rashid appeared coordinated and suggest the involvement of local insurgent sympathisers.  IS claimed 

responsibility for the attacks and falsely claimed that the attacks claimed ‘hundreds’ of Shia casualties.  

 

In another notable incident, a young female model was shot and killed in a drive-by style shooting in Karada 

district, central Baghdad.  The motive for the attack has not been established but the victim, who lived and 

worked in Europe for some time before returning to Iraq, was controversial for posting what some perceived as 

provocative images on her social media platform. 

 

Incident patterns in the provincial areas largely conformed to long-standing trends.  Small-scale IED attacks were 

recorded during the week in Taji and Abu Ghraib while SAF attacks targeted civilians in Abu Ghraib and 

Mahmoudiyah.  As usual, these incidents are driven by a mix of low-level insurgency and local disputes.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

Protest action has again been recorded in Basra and some of the southern provinces, the action however 

remaining peaceful and dignified. The assassination of a female activist – in broad daylight – on 25 September in 

central Basra however, may re-ignite tensions amongst those involved – many believing Government of Iraq 

(GoI) involvement. The issue of unfit drinking water was once again at the forefront of reporting this week, with 

media articles claiming that in excess of 100,000 people have now had to seek medical attention as a result of 

an unsuitable supply. As a result of the continued failings, a government session on 25 September was given 

over to discussing the situation in Basra, with the outcome being the formation of yet another committee. Away 

from the activity revolving around the failing water and electricity infrastructure and claims of corruption, acts of 

tribal feuding and security force anti-crime operations were recorded. A tribally motivated killing on 24 September 

in Khor al-Zubayr, resulting in the murder of a family of six being may be the most repugnant incident yet.  

 

Elsewhere in the southern region, security patterns were largely predictable.  In Dhi Qar, a number of tribal 

disputes were reported in areas east of Nasiriyah, claiming low numbers of casualties and prompting ISF 

intervention.  A security source in Karbala revealed that three senior security officials of Baghdad Operations 

Command and Euphrates Operations Command were targeted during a reconnaissance mission west of Karbala 

earlier in the week.  One member of their security detail was injured when assailants opened fired before 

withdrawing in an unspecified location.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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