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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ The Ashura commemoration passed without major incidents in the southern region and Baghdad amidst 

extensive security measures.  A heightened insurgent intent to stage signature attacks is assessed to remain 

throughout the period of Arba’een which runs from October 25 to October 30.  As underlined by the suicide 

VBIED attack between Baiji and Tikrit on September 12, terrorist attacks are more likely in mixed areas of the 

north, including Salah al-Din, Diyala and Kirkuk which remain more permissive to IS operations.  

 

▪ While the situation in Basra has calmed since the violent unrest earlier in the month, political tensions are 

assessed to remain high with an associated risk of spontaneous gatherings.  An increased security posture 

for preventive reasons can be expected to remain in the city with additional security deployments and 

increased checkpoint scrutiny.   

 

▪ IDF attacks on the International Zone, Baghdad and the US consulate near Basra International Airport 

suggests heightened intent to target US interests in the country. While no group has claimed responsibility for 

the attacks, it is likely that Iranian-backed elements are behind these incidents in an effort to harass and 

intimidate for political purposes. As such, the outlook for further attacks targeting US interests is assessed as 

increased in the coming weeks.  

 

▪ Political focus over the next week will revolve around the election of key positions including President and 

Prime Minister.  Political negotiations to decide the composition of the new government can also be expected 

to dominate parliamentary sessions, with associated risks of demonstrations as tensions remain high.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, 

and along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraqi Parliament votes in partial Cabinet – Al-Mahdi assumes PM position 
The Iraqi Parliament reconvened at 8pm local time on October 24 in order to vote for the new Iraqi Government 

and approve the Prime Minister-designate, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, and his government programme. The session 

reached quorum with 220 Members of Parliament (MPs) present, including prominent party leaders, along with 

senior diplomats and ambassadors. 14 out of the 22 proposed Cabinet ministers presented to the Iraqi 

Parliament were voted in after the Iraqi Parliament eventually reconvened late into the night. According to the 

constitution, in order for the cabinet to legally meet and effectively govern, at least half the ministerial positions 

are filled. This meant that Adil Abd al-Mahdi’s cabinet was allowed to be officially sworn in. 

Terrorist incidents spiked across northern Iraq in September 
September saw a rise in terror related incidents across Iraq and particularly the disputed territories compared to 

previous months, according to figures published by the Kurdistan Region Security Council (KRSC) on October 

22.  Incidents ranged from villages raids, improvised explosive devices (IEDs), hit-and-run attacks on Iraqi 

Security Forces (ISF) and Hashd al-Shaabi paramilitias, and sabotage of public infrastructure.  The disputed 

province of Kirkuk and the former IS stronghold of Mosul also saw a spike in unrest, as did Khanaqin, Hawijah, 

Gayara, Dibis and areas close to Mt. Hamrin, the KRSC said. 

KDP comes first in Iraqi Kurdistan Election 
The ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) came first in a parliamentary election in the semi-autonomous 

Kurdistan Region of Iraq, winning 45 seats, the election commission said on Sunday (October 21), positioning it 

to lead the next regional government.  Announcement of the results was delayed for three weeks after the 

Independent High Elections and Referendum Commission said it received and was investigating 1,045 

complaints of electoral violations.  The KDP’s historic rival and junior coalition partner in government, the 

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), was in second place with 21 seats, the commission said in a news 

conference.   

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Iraqi Parliament votes in partial Cabinet – Al-Mahdi assumes PM position 

The Iraqi Parliament reconvened at 8pm local time on October 24 in order to vote for the new Iraqi Government 

and approve the Prime Minister-designate, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, and his government programme. The session 

reached quorum with 220 Members of Parliament (MPs) present, including prominent party leaders, along with 

senior diplomats and ambassadors. The session began with a speech by Abd al-Mahdi, who introduced his 

government programme, which focused largely on the economy, reconstruction, tackling corruption as well as 

highlighting some of the reforms he intends to put in place. These reforms include abolishing the positions of 

Deputy Prime Ministers as separate, salaried posts in government; reforming and downsizing the structure of the 

government; and, opening the Green Zone to the general public. Following his speech, the Iraqi Parliament held 

a vote on Abd al-Mahdi’s Premiership and his government programme, which was passed at the second vote. 

  

Following this, Abd al-Mahdi’s cabinet list was due to be voted in, but faced numerous delays, which forced the 

session to be drawn out significantly. Despite reports suggesting that he will only present a partial cabinet to 

parliament, Abd al-Mahdi managed to draw together a full cabinet list made up of 22 potential ministers. 

However, his choice of candidates was initially met with significant opposition by a number of MPs and political 

blocs. Most prominently, the Islah bloc (made up of the Sa’iroun Alliance, the Nasr Coalition and the Wataniya 

Coalition) initially pulled out of the session due to their disappointment at the cabinet list. Many MPs in the bloc 

called on the Speaker of Parliament, Mohammed al-Halbousi, to reschedule the vote for another time. Other 

blocs expressed their concerns about the background of many of the candidates, particularly with regards to 

links with the Baath party and allegations of corruption.  

 

The initial list presented by Abd al-Mahdi included many partisan aligned figures including: Fatah-linked Falih al-

Fayyadh (candidate for the Interior Ministry); Hasan al-Rubaie (Culture Ministry); Qusay al-Suhail (Education 

Ministry); Kurdistan Democratic Party-linked (KDP) Fuad Hussain (Finance Ministry); Asma al-Sadiq (Justice 

Ministry), the sister of Rayan al-Kildani, the leader of the Babylon Brigades; and, Ahmed Riyadh (Youth and 

Sports Ministry), the nephew of the leader of al-Hal party, Jamal Karbouli. Meanwhile, the candidate for the 

Minister of Defence, Faisal al-Jarba, had strong links to the Baath party. Al-Jarba was later replaced by Hashim 

al-Daraji in the last minute. As a result of these controversial appointments to the cabinet, Abd al-Mahdi’s picks 

were met with strong opposition, particularly from Sa’iroun Alliance MPs, who were close to pulling out from the 

parliamentary session until Muqtada al-Sadr intervened and called on his supporters not to pull out from the 

session but rather to vote against the candidates.   

 

This prompted Abd al-Mahdi to meet with Sa’iroun Alliance members in a bid to resolve tensions and appease 

them. However, his meeting with Sa’iroun led to criticism from MPs from the Fatah Coalition, thus alienating 

another key ally. Meanwhile, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) criticised Abd al-Mahdi’s decision to exclude 

them from government, whilst appointing KDP members. The Parliamentary session has left Abd al-Mahdi’s 

relations with key political blocs frail, which, in turn, could limit him in his ability to implement reforms and run the 

government. The session was an indication of the kind of opposition that he will face in the future.  

 

Despite this, 14 out of the 22 ministers presented to the Iraqi Parliament were voted in after the Iraqi Parliament 

eventually reconvened late into the night. According to the constitution, in order for the cabinet to legally meet 

and effectively govern, at least half the ministerial positions are filled. This meant that Adil Abd al-Mahdi’s cabinet 

was allowed to be officially sworn in. The approved list of Ministers who eventually won their vote included: 

Thamer al-Ghadhban (Minister of Oil); Fuad Hussain (Minister of Finance); Naeem al-Rubaie (Minister of 

Telecommunications); Banki Rikani (Minister of Construction and Housing); Mohammed Hashim (Minister of 

Trade); Mohammed Ali al-Hakim (Minister of Foreign Affairs); Saleh al-Hassani (Minister of Agriculture); Ahmed 

Riyad al-Obeidi (Minister of Youth and Sports); Alaa Abdul-Sahib al-Alwani (Minister of Health); Abdullah al-
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Jubouri (Minister of Industry); Bassim al-Rubaie (Minister of Work and Social Affairs); Luay al-Khateeb (Minister 

of Electricity); Jamal al-Adly (Minister of Water Resources); and, Abdullah al-Ayb (Minister of Transport). 

According to reports, there was a general agreement by many party blocs to block the appointment of 

candidates on the initial list, which included Fatah-linked candidates such as Falih al-Fayyadh, Hassan al-Rubaie 

(Culture Ministry) and Qusay al-Suhail (Education Ministry).  

 

The ministries that are yet to be filled include the Interior, Defence, Justice, Planning, Education, Higher 

Education, Displacement and Migration, and Culture ministries. The most significant omissions are the security-

linked ministries, particularly the Ministries of Interior and Defence, especially given the importance of counter-

insurgency operations in many areas of the country, where Islamic State-linked (IS) attacks are regular. In 

addition to this, the security services are likely to experience significant structural and operational changes as 

the fight against terrorism shifts towards counter-terrorism and counterinsurgency.  Additionally, the role of the 

Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) is still unknown and would require extensive strategic planning to integrate the 

paramilitary force into the country’s security forces and find a role for it within the country’s security apparatus. In 

the meantime, Abd al-Mahdi will be the acting minister in these roles until a minister occupies the role. 

 

Meanwhile, A handover ceremony was conducted on October 25 with Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi 

assuming power from his predecessor Mr. Haidar al-Abadi.   Speaking at the event Mr. Abadi said: “The previous 

government established good foreign relations for Iraq after defeating terrorism. [Everyone] should cooperate to 

preserve our country and the sacrifices of our martyrs.  “Major challenges lie ahead of Abdul Mahdi and we 

should cooperate with him. We will support and assist Abdul Mahdi, so he can succeed in his task.  “We are 

proud of the democratic surrounding for the peaceful transfer of power between governments in Iraq.” PM Abdul 

Mahdi stated that “Iraq has introduced the most amazing image for the peaceful transfer of power to the world”.  

“Our goal for the next stage is to achieve honourable living for our people after a long time of patience. [We 

appreciate] the efforts of Abadi’s government in overcoming dangerous crises during his government’s time.  

“We will work on implementing the government programme according to the specified timelines.  Mahdi 

reportedly chaired his first meeting of the Council of Ministers following the ceremony. 

 

Latest information now indicates that Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has taken over the posts of defence 

and interior ministers by proxy until the appointment of new ministers, the privately-owned Al-Sumaria website 

reported on October 26.  The pro-Sunni Baghdad Today website published an official document from the prime 

minister’s office, dated October 25, outlining the decision and basing it on the Iraqi constitution.   The move to 

take over the two ministries indicates possible disagreement among political factions over the candidates for the 

two posts.  The state-run Iraqiya News channel had initially named paramilitary council head Faleh al-Fayyad as 

Abdul Mahdi’s candidate for the post, but the cabinet was sworn in with only 14 ministers, with the interior 

minister’s post left empty. 

 

Iraqi Sunni group withdraws from talks for new government formation 

A Sunni Arab parliamentary bloc withdrew from negotiations to form Iraq’s new federal government because it 

did not receive a ministerial post in the next cabinet according to press reports.  The Sunni Qarrar Coalition’s exit 

may raise uncertainty in Iraq, which is currently in the process of forming a new government, five months after 

the controversial May 12 parliamentary election.  Osama al-Nujaifi, the leader of Qarrar bloc and a former 

parliament speaker, told local Iraqi media his party had pulled out of government talks because the ministerial 

posts had been awarded to only “one bloc” representing Sunnis.  He was referring to the other main Sunni 

parliamentary party, led by the current speaker, Mohammed al-Halbousi.  Nujaifi’s alliance won 14 seats in May’s 

election.  Since the fall of Iraq’s dictatorship in 2003, there has been a traditional power-sharing system in the 

country between the three main components: Shia Arabs, Sunni Arabs, and Kurds.  On October 02, the newly-

elected President of Iraq, Barham Salih, tasked Adel Abdul-Mahdi, an independent Shia who did not run in the 

May election, to form the country’s new government.   Meanwhile, representatives from Basra announced in a 

press conference during the parliamentary recess that they will not vote for the new cabinet because the 

province did not get its fair share of positions nor did its MPs win the positions of ministers of oil and transport. 
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KDP comes first in Iraqi Kurdistan Election 

The ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) came first in a parliamentary election in the semi-autonomous 

Kurdistan Region of Iraq, winning 45 seats, the election commission said on Sunday (October 21), positioning it 

to lead the next regional government. A year after a failed bid for independence, Iraq’s Kurds voted last month in 

a parliamentary election that could disrupt the delicate balance of power in the region.  Announcement of the 

results was delayed for three weeks after the Independent High Elections and Referendum Commission said it 

received and was investigating 1,045 complaints of electoral violations.  The KDP’s historic rival and junior 

coalition partner in government, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), was in second place with 21 seats, the 

commission said in a news conference.  With opposition parties weak, the KDP and PUK are likely to extend 

their almost three decades of sharing power, but the results suggest that Masoud Barzani’s KDP will take a 

dominant position in Kurdish politics.  On September 30, election day, the PUK said it might not recognise the 

results of the election due to what it described as electoral violations but then appeared to backtrack, injecting 

uncertainty into the process. Election observers also said there were irregularities.  The two parties, who fought a 

civil war in the 1990s but more recently have taken to sharing power, have recently come out of a gruelling 

political battle in Baghdad, where they competed for the presidency of federal Iraq. The PUK came out on top 

with the election of Barham Salih.  The largest Kurdish opposition party, Gorran, or Movement for Change, was a 

distant third with 12 seats.  There are 111 seats in the Iraqi Kurdistan Parliament with 11 reserved for minority 

groups. 

 

Maliki calls for party congress to revitalize weakened Dawa 

Nouri al-Maliki, leader of the Islamic Dawa, has called for a congress to help revitalize the party, whose 15-year 

rule of Iraq ended this October with the appointment of independent Shiite politician Adil Abdul-Mahdi as prime 

minister-designate.  In a long public letter published on October 21, former Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki said the 

Dawa, a Shiite party with close ties to Iran, must rebuild in order to adapt to Iraq’s new political era.   “The phase 

of rebuilding Dawa ideologically, organizationally, and politically requires the collaboration of all Dawa members, 

both those still in and out of the party, whether in the theoretical and planning sphere, or the practical sphere,” 

said Maliki. Brave and “objective rethinking” is required, especially considering the past mistakes and the 

electoral results, he added. Dawa members have the right to feel hurt due to how things have unfolded in the 

past four years, and the way of Dawa members participated in the latest elections, the two lists representing it 

not uniting, and the absence of the setting of a joint negotiations team that serves Dawa’s goals,” said Maliki. 

Self-blame and the trading of accusations does not reflect Dawa or its spirit, and the current “plight” is no worse 

than those of the past, he said.  

 

Theresa May invites Iraqi PM to visit London 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has received a phone call from British Prime Minister Theresa May who 

invited him to visit London.  During the phone conversation, May congratulated Mahdi on the formation of his 

cabinet, expressing her country's support of the Iraqi government in all fields, said a statement from Mahdi's 

office on October 26.  The statement noted that the two leaders also discussed boosting bilateral cooperation 

and ways to develop it, especially in the fields of security, reconstruction and investment.   "Baghdad is keen to 

maintain positive relations with all neighbouring countries and the international community while protecting Iraq's 

independence and sovereignty," the statement quoted Mahdi as saying.  Abdul Mahdi also invited May to visit 

Baghdad. 

Security 
 

Kurdish forces want to return to Iraq’s disputed areas 

Kurdish forces want to return to Iraq’s northern disputed areas and the issue will be discussed with Iraqi parties 

after a new central government is formed in Baghdad, a top Kurdish military official told local media on October 

23.  “No agreement has been reached with the Iraqi government for the Peshmerga [armed] forces to return to 

the disputed areas,” a top official in the Kurdish Peshmerga Ministry, Jabbar Yawar, told the KNN TV of the 

Kurdish Change Movement (Gorran).  “The Peshmerga forces want to return to disputed areas and the Kurdish 

regional government is waiting for the next Iraqi government to be formed in order to address the issue,” he said.   
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He argued that having the Kurdish forces return to the disputed towns and cities and forming joint Kurdish and 

Iraqi federal forces could help improve security in these areas.   

 

Terrorist incidents spiked across northern Iraq in September 

September saw a rise in terror related incidents across Iraq and particularly the disputed territories compared to 

previous months, according to figures published by the Kurdistan Region Security Council (KRSC) on October 

22.  Incidents ranged from villages raids, improvised explosive devices (IEDs), hit-and-run attacks on Iraqi 

Security Forces (ISF) and Hashd al-Shaabi paramilitias, and sabotage of public infrastructure.  The disputed 

province of Kirkuk and the former IS stronghold of Mosul also saw a spike in unrest, as did Khanaqin, Hawijah, 

Gayara, Dibis and areas close to Mt. Hamrin, the KRSC said.  “IS and unknown fighters were linked to at least 

22 attacks last month; more than 25 IEDs targeted Iraqi security forces and civilians, and nine kidnapping 

incidents and five grenade attacks were also logged. Arrests and IS infiltrators have also emerged with 

increasing regularity,” the KRSC said in a press statement.   IS fighters reportedly attacked a battalion in 

Mutaibijah on September 25, killing a soldier from Amerli and injuring four others. In Rashad, Kirkuk, on 

September 16, IS killed a federal policeman and injured two more.  On September 11, IS targeted homes of two 

tribal mobilization figures in Hawaij village, Hawijah, killing both and injuring one woman. IS militants also 

ambushed two officers from the 20th Brigade, 5th Division of the Federal Police on September 30, killing both.  

An electricity tower between the villages of Khuzaifi and Mahmoudia, Hawijah, was blown up on September 14, 

and an IED struck towers 192-193 near Mahdia village, Rashad on September 19. IS destroyed the tower 

between Siha-Um Gesair villages, Hawijah on September 30.  IS stormed a health centre in Dara village, Daquq 

on September 12 and kidnapped two individuals, including an ambulance driver who was later freed after paying 

a ransom. On September 17, IS set up a fake checkpoint near Ali Sultan village, Rashad, kidnapping one.  The 

group also targeted the homes of Iraqi security forces. On September 13, the home of a policeman from Bri’aa 

village, al-Multaqa, Kirkuk, was blown up. Similarly, on September 15, the home of a Colonel in Gharib village, 

Abbasi, was blown up.  On September 20 a car bomb exploded in the al-Khazra neighbourhood of Kirkuk, 

injuring six. In Rabia, on September 13, Iraqi counter-IED teams defused an IS car bomb prepared for an attack.    

 

In response to the worsening situation, Iraqi and international coalition warplanes have conducted multiple 

strikes against IS positions.   Strikes on Mt. Qarachokh in Makhmour killed an IS militant from Shurgat, the 

KRSC said. On September 24, warplanes struck IS positions in Karim Daoud village, Khanaqin – killing six 

militants.  During September, coalition warplanes conducted some 15 airstrikes near Makhmour, Tuz Khormatu 

and Mosul. On September 22, coalition warplanes struck an IS tunnel in Zab al-Saghir, Hawija, killing three IS 

fighters.  The US-led coalition says it will remain in Iraq until the IS threat has been neutralized and stabilization 

efforts are complete.   

 

IS graphic video sends stark warning to Iraqi Sunnis 

Islamic State group (IS) has released a highly graphic video showing the killing of Sunnis accused of working 

with the Iraqi government or anti-IS militias according to the BBC.  The brutal actions, which were carried out by 

IS militants who were disguised as members of the Iraqi military, are clearly meant to deter Iraqi Sunnis from 

assisting the Iraqi authorities in any way.  The killings were carried out mostly south of the northern city of Mosul, 

previously IS's stronghold in Iraq.  It was released on October 21 via IS channels on the messaging app 

Telegram.  The 13:26-minute video titled "Smashing Heads" was produced by IS's self-styled "Dijla [Tigris] 

Province" which mainly covers areas to the south of Mosul.  The targets were mainly identified as Sunnis and 

included two village chiefs.  One of them was targeted in the village of Khuwayn, which is located in the Shura 

area south of Mosul.  The man was shot dead together with two young men who were described as his sons and 

accused of working as spies for the pro-government militia, the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF).  In Maflaka, 

which is located south-west of Mosul, a man who said to be the village chief was killed together with another 

man who was identified as his brother and accused of spying for the government.   The video also showed 

shooting by an IS militant at a group of men, identified as members of an anti-IS Sunni militia, who were playing 

football at a stadium in the village of al-Khadraniya south of Mosul.  Elsewhere, in al-Hadr area, also located 

south of Mosul, IS militants were shown interrogating a group of men who had been tied and blindfolded. A 
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number of them, who were identified as members of the same anti-IS Sunni militia, were forced onto a truck to a 

desert area where they were shot dead.  The video also featured killings around the predominantly Kurdish town 

of Makhmour, which also lies south of Mosul.  Two men accused of spying for the PMF were shown being 

brutally beheaded by IS militants.  The video also featured an attack on the PMF. 

 

IS weekly paper warns about the risks of using smartphones 

Islamic State group (IS) has issued new technology guidance to supporters warning them that smartphones can 

be "perfect spying" tools, reiterating previous advice on avoiding surveillance. The guidance came in the form of 

an infographic in the latest issue of IS’s weekly newspaper al-Naba, issued on October 25.  The advice follows 

weeks of specific guidance IS has been issuing under the title of "To Supporters of the Caliphate in the Field", 

ranging from how to carry out arson attacks to how to carry out lone-actor operations.  Prior to that, the IS 

publication had published a similar infographic guide that was aimed at online "media supporters".  

 

The latest infographic guidance lists the different ways smartphones help identify the locations of their users, 

naming GPS, cellular and WIFI networks as culprits. "Smartphones provide you with many services but in return 

take valuable information from you", warned the newspaper.  One of the icons featured in the guidance depicted 

a drone alongside a warning about how phone signals can give up a user's location, leading them to being 

targeted.  In the following section, the guidance reiterated that smartphones divulge various personal data, 

including movements between locations and whether the user was walking or was in a vehicle.  The slick 

infographic also warned readers that their mobile devices are prone to hacking, which allows others to record 

video and audio material as well as take photos without the user's knowledge. The guidance states that hackers 

can also control devices, read its content, and entrap jihadists by communicating with them via the users' 

phones.  The guidance goes on to caution that smartphones are a "treasure trove of information" for security 

services who are able to "retrieve a lot of deleted material, which could pose a threat to the [IS] brother".  The 

infographic concludes by categorically advising jihadist fighters - as opposed to supporters - not to use mobile 

phones. It provides no alternative means of communication.   

 

Erbil fifth safest city on planet 

The Kurdistan Region capital city has been ranked as the fifth safest city on the planet for vacationers, collected 

data by Numbeo indicated.  Numbeo is a crowd-sourced global database of reported consumer prices, perceived 

crime rates, quality of healthcare, among other statistics.  According to Numbeo, Erbil, despite the fact that the 

Kurdistan Region was at war with the terrorist organization of the Islamic State (IS) for three years, came in fifth 

place in the international ranking.  The United Arab Emirates' Abu Dhabi was ranked first followed by Qatar's 

Doha, Japan's Osaka, Canada's Quebec, and then Erbil.  Moreover, apart from accepting all different religious 

and ethnic groups, Kurdistan Region also became home for nearly 2 million IDPs and Syrian refugees during the 

three-year fight against IS. 

 

Iraq’s Abadi says Joint Operations Command should continue 

Iraq’s outgoing Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has hailed his country’s counter-terrorism forces and expressed 

his opposition to recent calls for the dismantlement of the Joint Operations Command in Baghdad and other 

provinces.  “The Joint Operations Command of Baghdad plays a [significant] role in ensuring security in the 

capital,” he said during a visit to the JOC’s headquarters on October 21 according to a press release published 

by his media office’s website.   

Humanitarian 
 

Heavy rain causes flooding in Iraq, buildings collapse 

Heavy rainfall has struck the Iraqi capital Baghdad and other provinces, causing flooding in various areas amid 

reports of houses collapsing.  A family of eight was injured after their house reportedly collapsed in the Taj al-Din 

district in northern Wasit Province just south of Baghdad.  Another family of five was also injured when their 

house collapsed in the same province, in the city of Kut.  The injured families were transported to hospitals in 
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their respective districts.  Civil defence forces have been deployed to remove water from the streets in Baghdad 

and other provinces, the Kurdish website Rudaw reported.   

Economy 
 

Iraq’s oil ministry puts brakes on Abadi's new national company 

Iraq’s Ministry of Oil has reportedly put the brakes on a decision from outgoing Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi to 

transfer ownership of multiple oil companies to the newly founded Iraq National Oil Company (INOC). The move 

comes after the incoming prime minister threatened to cancel all decisions made during the transition period.  

The ministry, in a statement on October 20, said it was “keen” to create an environment of success for the new 

national company, but “the decision has been left to the next government and its Council of Ministers.”  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Turkish jets and artillery have continued to shell the Kurdistan Region’s Bradost area during the early part of the 

reporting period.  The Turkish army claimed to have “neutralized” 19 PKK fighters within the Kurdistan Region’s 

borders and destroyed a number of PKK shelters and weapons depots in at least seven separate air raids this 

week.  Meanwhile, PKK fighters launched attacks against Turkish bases in Dashta Hert and Chya Del heights in 

Sidakan area of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq on October 20 and 21 according to reports.  The Turkish army 

responded by bombarding Chya Del, Kawrate, Lelkan, Gali Rash.  It was also reported that the Turkish army has 

been increasing the number of its soldiers and advancing in the last two days towards the Sidekan district, Erbil 

province, aiming to reach the top of Zraran and Kam Kora mountains.  Separately, dental students and recent 

graduates at the University of Sulaymaniyah have continued their protests for the second week against the high 

unemployment rate in their field and a lack of necessary equipment in the department.  The students have also 

called on the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) to employ recent graduates of the University, who they say 

number around 300 former students.  The students told press that they would continue their strike until their 

demands are met.   Meanwhile, two main bridges have collapsed in the Rosti valley in the Balakayati district of 

Erbil governorate after heavy rains and severe flooding. The collapse has restricted access to at least fifteen 

villages in the area and a number of shops were damaged.  50 families have taken refuge outside the affected 

area and many homes are still under water. 
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In Nineveh province this week at least six people were killed, including two soldiers, and 30 wounded in an IED 

detonation in the northern Iraqi town of Qayyarah on October 23.  A vehicle packed with explosives was parked 

near a restaurant and a crowded market area in Qayyarah, south of the city of Mosul, police said.  Health 

officials and police had earlier put the death toll at four but said it could rise as some of the wounded were in a 

critical condition.  No group immediately claimed responsibility, but Iraq’s military commander in Mosul, Major-

General Najim al-Jabouri, accused Islamic State of carrying out the attack.  ISF announced the arrest of 18 

suspects thought to be involved in the incident on October 23.   

 

ISF have also carried out several arrests and discovered multiple caches of explosives in different areas of 

Mosul city this week. Police also arrested 10 wanted individuals from the Karama district to the east of the city – 

the 10 were apprehended under suspicion of working with or for IS in Mosul.  Separately, it was reported that the 

main road links between Mosul and Dohuk, running through the Naweran and Shikan regions have now been 

reopened based on an agreement recently reached between Nineveh operations command and the Kurdistan 

Regional Government. Fixed ISF and Peshmerga security checkpoints have reportedly been established on both 

ends of the route.  Meanwhile, Iraqi social media reports indicate that PMF members raided a court in Nineveh 

province (reported originally by press erroneously as Basra Court) on October 22 after an arrest warrant for a 

PMF commander was issued a day earlier.  BasNews had previously reported that Wa'ad Mahmood Ahmed 

Qado, commander of the 30th Brigade of Hashd al-Shaabi, was ordered to be taken into custody for 

investigations over acting against the law.  The military commander is reported to have been supported by his 

brother, Hanin Qado, an MP from the Hadi al-Amiri's Fatih Alliance in the Iraqi parliament.   

 

In Sinjar, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) has reportedly opened three new military ‘bases’ around the 

predominantly Yezidi town of Sinjar, a local representative stated.  According to Qader Qachaq, a representative 

for the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) in the area, the new bases were opened in the Gir Uzeir, Sheikh Khidir 

and Gir Zarik subdistricts of Sinjar with the help of the Hashd al-Shaabi.  However, the new bases are 

established under the name of Sinjar Resistance Units (YBS) which is a local armed force affiliated with the PKK.   

Qachaq argued that the presence of Hashd al-Shaabi and PKK-affiliates hamper the return of Yezidi IDPs, tens 

of thousands of whom are still living in Kurdistan Region camps.  Qachaq also warned of an ongoing Arabization 

process in Sinjar and its surrounding areas, saying that the policy is to prevent the locals from returning to their 

homes while taking in non-indigenous Arabs.   

 

In Salah-al-Din, pro-government paramilitary troops have killed a number of Islamic State members while 

repelling an attack on October 21.  “Troops of al-Hashd al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilization Forces) managed, 

today, to repulse an attack by Islamic State near the Baiji region, north of Salahuddin,” a source told 

Almaalomah website.  The troops “killed all members who were on board of a vehicle before they reached to the 

region,” the source said, adding that the security situation in stable.  Last week, two Islam ic State members were 

arrested, while two rest houses were destroyed in an attack against a checkpoint in Samarra, Salahuddin 

province. In addition, the PMF 31st Bde (Kata'ib al-Risaliyoun, led by Sheikh Adnan al-Shahmani) reportedly 

started a series of clearance operations in the surrounding areas of Albu Juwari region in Bayji district in 

preparation for the establishment of new security posts designed to prevent IS infiltration into the area.  

Unconfirmed reports also stated that ISF EOD safely dismantled a VBIED parked near a petrol station in 

Qadisiyah area of Tikrit city. (NFDK).   

 

In Kirkuk province unconfirmed reports indicate that two people were killed on October 21 in a car bomb blast in 

al-Rashad district in Kirkuk.  Security sources said that an IED planted by armed men on a road between the 

Nisan 7 area and al-Rashad district in Kirkuk detonated against a vehicle carrying two people as it passed by.  

There were no further details on either the perpetrators or the victims of the attack.  One policeman was also 

killed, and two others were wounded on October 21 when a roadside IED detonated near a grain silo in Riyadh 

sub-district, southwest of Kirkuk.  In addition, at around 0800hrs on October 25, a roadside IED reportedly 

detonated against a civilian vehicle near Seyd Wildi village in Daquq district, south of Kirkuk, resulting in two 
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civilians wounded who were both from the Kakiya sect.  A second IED in the same village was found and made-

safe by federal police.  Also on the morning of the October 25, a roadside IED detonated against a tractor near 

Shisha village in Daquq district, south of Kirkuk, wounding two civilians, also from the Kakiya sect in the region.   

Meanwhile, a family of three were reportedly beheaded by unidentified armed men in the district of Hawijah on 

the evening of October 20.  The Turkmen family, including a man, his wife, and his daughter, were all 

slaughtered by the unknown gunmen at around 7:20 pm local time.  ISF noted that the motive behind the 

assassination was not known and no one had been arrested as yet.  Meanwhile, according to press reports this 

week, the Iraqi central government has started sending reinforcement to the western Kirkuk areas since October 

20 as returning Islamic State militants challenge the security forces present in the area.  Nazim Hakia, head of 

the Turkmen Democratic Party, was quoted by VOA’s Kurdish service as saying that the Iraqi forces are not 

capable of confronting the insurgents’ attacks in western Kirkuk, especially around Hawijah district.   “The Iraqi 

forces can only protect themselves during the night-time. They simply cannot protect the area,” Hakia said.  A 

member of Hawijah administrative council, Ahmed Khurshid, also agreed and revealed that many IDPs have 

once again escaped their homes near Hawijah at the wake of increasing IS attacks and Iraqi forces’ 

incompetence to defend the civilians.   “A large number of IS militants have returned to the region. It is a vast 

area and challenging for the security forces to secure,” he added. 

 

Separately, and according to reports, Turkmens living in Iraq's Kirkuk province have reacted strongly to the 

replacement of Turkish names of several schools in the region with new Arabic versions by local authorities in 

the city.  The Directorate of National Education of Kirkuk recently replaced the names of four schools, which had 

been named after Turkmens martyrs - Mehmet Korkmaz, Hızır Mardan, Münir Kafili and Mustafa Zeki - with the 

Arabic names Markaziyah, Ilaf, al-Isra and Ziya.  After the strong reaction of the Turkmens community in the city, 

an investigation has been launched over the directorate's decision.  Meanwhile, Arab political forces in Kirkuk 

announced the formation of a new provincial alliance, aimed at ensuring the legitimate representation of Arab 

components. The creation of the ‘United Arab Alliance’ was declared in a statement on October 20, signed by 

acting Kirkuk Governor Rakan Saaed and representatives from various Arab political movements and militias. In 

its opening statement, the new political body called on the next Prime Minister to implement the fair distribution 

of positions in Kirkuk. Several members have suggested a willingness to negotiate with Kurdish parties, including 

over the Governor’s position, but that this would require agreement regarding key Arab demands; namely the 

rejection of any Peshmerga return to the city, and over the principle of balance in official posts.  In addition, Arab 

families, who had originally been brought from different parts of Iraq to the disputed Kurdish territories by the 

former regime of Saddam Hussein, have given Kurdish farmers in Daquq, Southern Kirkuk, one week to 

evacuate "or they will be killed”, Kurdish locals have claimed during interviews with press.  "These lands have 

always belonged to our ancestors for hundreds of years, but those Arabs who were brought to the area for the 

purpose of Arabization process by the former Iraqi regime, have once again started threatening with the support 

of the pro-Iranian Shi'ite militias of Hashd al-Shaabi, Iraqi army, and the Baghdad-appointed governor of Kirkuk, 

Rakan al-Jabouri", one of the Kurdish locals told Kurdish press.  Meanwhile, farmers from the village of Angeeja 

in the district of Daquq gathered on October 23, calling on the Kurdistan Region to take the plight of the Kurdish 

peasants into consideration.   

 

Finally, in Diyala province, a group of armed men attacked a village near Khanaqin, 100 km north east of 

Baqubah, overnight on October 20, killing at least one civilian.  A local official identified the victim as “Qasim 

Gandah Mahmoud”, an Arab origin from Karim Dawood village. The official said the attack was likely an act of 

terrorism as Islamic State (IS) sleeper cells continue to be active in the area.  In a separate incident, unidentified 

gunmen killed an Iraqi family composed of three members in the province.  “An owner of a dessert restaurant as 

well as his wife and daughter were killed in an armed attack launched by unidentified gunmen on their house in 

al-Tajneed district in eastern Jalawla, 70 km northeast of Baqubah,” a source told press.  According to the 

source, the attackers fled the scene into an unknown location and a probe was opened into the incident.  

Meanwhile, the Head of the Security Committee within Diyala provincial council, Sadiq al-Husseini, stated that 

ISF and PMF units have set up multiple outposts 15 km deep inside the Hamrin basin (55 km northeast of 
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Baquba) for the first time since 2003.  Husseini added that this deployment is part of a new strategy to secure 

those areas and to cut off IS militants supply routes, with other areas to be occupied in the near future.  

 

Three mortar shells impacted in the village of Ziham situated within Sinsil region, 45 km north east of Baqubah, 

without causing casualties on October 25.  According to local sources the mortars were fired from the al-Zour 

Basin which they said, was where IS sleeper cells are still active.  A further three mortar shells impacted in al-

Islah village situated on the outskirts of Jalawla sub-district, north east of Baqubah on October 26, without 

causing casualties.  The rounds were thought to have originated from the near-by Sheik Baba village.  A civilian 

(farmer) was reportedly wounded in a roadside IED explosion in the same village and ISF EOD also disarmed 

two roadside IEDs in al-Islah on the same date.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

In Anbar province this week, a concentration of government security-related incidents has continued to be 

evident within the vicinity of Fallujah towards al-Baghdadi as efforts to clear out IS remnants from populated 

areas continue.  Most operations lead to the seizure and controlled detonation of ammunition, explosives, and 

weapons caches. Raids and arrests were also conducted targeting sleeper cells and suspects charged with 

terrorism.  In addition, on October 26, six Islamic State members were arrested in an operation carried out in 

refugee camps, south of Fallujah.  A source stated to press that “security troops carried out a wide-scale 

operation at the refugee camps in Amiriyat al-Somoud, south of Fallujah. Six Islamic State members, who 

sneaked into the camps along with displaced families, were arrested”.  The detainees, according to the source, 

“were involved in operations against civilians and security troops.”.  Meanwhile a member of a pro-government 

Sunni militia was killed when assailants reportedly affiliated with IS stormed his house in Hit district.  Four 

insurgents were also killed on October 20 during an exchange of gunfire with ISF after being found hidden inside 

an underground tunnel near the village of al-Ma'muriah in Hit district, and on October 23, three civilians were 

wounded when an IS suicide bomber on a motorcycle detonated himself near the private residence of a local 

council member named as Sabah Abdullah in central Ameriyat Al-Fallujah, Fallujah City. (NFDK).  Separately, 

the Imam of a local Mosque in Rutbah was killed by assailants in the district, one day after preaching the 

necessity of continuing the fight against IS during a recent prayer session.   Three suspected IS militants were 

arrested in Fallujah, and security forces reportedly found the bodies of eight Islamic State militants believed to be 

killed by the terrorist group’s chief Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, Iraqi authorities said.  “The bodies were found shot in 

the head in the area between Haditha and Heet districts in Anbar,” security sources stated.  The sources noted 

that the militants are believed to be on the hit list issued by al-Baghdadi two weeks ago.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Security incidents remain subdued in the capital as security has increased during Arba’een.  However, 

unidentified gunmen carrying suppressed weapons shot and killed a civilian who was riding a motorcycle in 

Kasra Wa Atash, Sadr City on October 23 and in the early morning hours of October 24, an armed dispute 

reportedly broke out between the Bani Lam and al-Bawiyah tribes in the 21 Sector area of Sadr City in eastern 

Baghdad.  Light and medium weapons were used although there were no casualty figures released.  A low-yield 

IED detonated in New Baghdad district on October 25 according to belated reporting.  The device was in the 

form of a plastic soft drinks bottle and detonated in a garbage dump on the road opposite the Al-Bayda Cinema 

in New Baghdad.  The blast resulted in the minor injury of a civilian.   

 

In the wider Baghdad province, one civilian was killed when a UVIED detonated underneath his vehicle in Abu 

Ghraib district and to the north of Baghdad, a civilian was shot and seriously injured in Sabah al-Bour, the 

assailants firing from a vehicle, escaped unchallenged. On October 21, a civilian was wounded in a close-quarter 

shooting by gunmen carrying suppressed weapons in Saba al-Bour, north of Baghdad and multiple terror-related 

arrests were reported to have taken place at the al-Suqoor security checkpoint on Route Mobile in Abu Ghraib 

district.  In another SAF incident, unidentified armed assailants carrying suppressed weapons shot and injured a 

civilian near his house in the al-Hamamiyat region of Taji district, north of Baghdad and ISF EOD safely 

dismantled an IED that was reportedly intended to target security checkpoints in Nahrawan, east of Baghdad.  

Finally, on October 24, tribal clashes erupted in Husseiniya, north east of Baghdad, resulting in one person  

killed and another wounded.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In the southern provinces this week activity has been dominated by preparations for the national and 

international pilgrimage to Karbala as part of the upcoming Arba’een celebrations.  An estimated 443,000 

Arba’een pilgrims have entered through border crossing and entry ports from the southern governorates. 

220,000 through the Shalamche border crossing, 110,000 through the Zerbatiyah border crossing and another 

100,000 through both Basra and Najaf airports. The Foreign Ministry previously announced that one million 

pilgrims were expected.  A sudden increase of smuggling incidents, in which majority are drug-related, have 

been evident during the mid-week of October as the influx of pilgrims increase through crossing and ports.  Also, 

most provincial councils have set 28 and 30 October as public holidays to enable locals wanting to 

commemorate Arba’een. In response to the ongoing processions, security forces have implemented vehicle 

bans and closed off several roads in Hillah, Najaf, and Karbala to enable the movement of the pilgrims towards 

Karbala. While neighbouring governorates have deployed roadside assistance which includes medical, 

transportation and cleaning services asides from the security services provided. 

 

Meanwhile, according to a press report this week, in Dhi Qar, more than 4,000 families, who live in the 

marshlands of the southern province of Dhi Qar, have migrated to the cities due to water shortage, the website 

of the Basra-based Al-Mirbad Radio quoted the governor as saying on October 22.  The central government in 

Baghdad, Yahya al-Nasseri said, has not responded to repeated requests to release more water flows to the 

marshlands. Some of Iraq’s marshlands (known in the country as Al-Ahwar) were declared a World Heritage Site 

by Unesco in 2015.  But Nasseri warned that those marshlands could be removed from Unesco heritage list if 

the water shortage problem continues, urging an immediate action to save them.   Iraq has been witnessing a 
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severe environmental crIS since the beginning of summer, resulting in water shortage, a sharp decline in crop 

production and a high level of pollution.  Experts attribute the problem to decreased water supply, drought, and 

growing desertification that have led to a sharp decline in agricultural production.   Last month, environmental 

activist Raad Habib al-Asadi, who is based in the marshlands, told press that “more than 90 per cent” of all 

marshlands were affected by the drought and the majority of buffalo keepers migrated to other areas.  On his 

Facebook page, al-Asadi has published hundreds of pictures and video footage showing the substantial impact 

of the drought on the marshlands.  Separately, also in Dhi Qar province, up to 38 million IQD in cash was stolen 

and one employee of the Ministry of Oil (MOO) was killed and another wounded when their vehicle was 

intercepted and shot at by unidentified gunmen whilst transiting Route Tampa South, near Tal al-Laham region, 

south of Nasiriyah. 

 

In Basra province, and with the large numbers of Basrawis taking part in the pilgrimage to Karbala and an 

increased security presence, there was another decrease in the levels of hostile activity reported this week, 

however, the profile of violence that was conducted continues to conform to current trends - low-level 

intimidatory and tribal in nature. The forthcoming religious commemorations for Arba’een have witnessed an 

increase in security measures and senior commander rhetoric throughout Basra and the neighbouring provinces. 

The success - or lack of IS/militant attack - likely to buoy security forces before the event is complete. The 

increase in security force deployments implemented to deter potential large scale IS inspired attacks along the 

route and in public areas throughout Basra city and Zubayr. The main focus of public and security forces will be 

the site of the Imam Ali Mosque. These security force increases and the numbers of pilgrims on the roads on the 

days preceding, during and after the religious event, will impede city movements and given the spiritual 

significance of the event are probably best avoided.  

 

Politically, the Basra Deputy Governor - Uday Awad – stated, that the staff of the Ministry of Transport and Oil 

who work in Basra do not to recognise the two new ministers appointed in the new Iraqi cabinet and will not deal 

with them or adhere to any of their policies. Awad has claimed he will stand with employees in both the ministries 

in an act of defiance after no ministerial hopefuls were chosen for the positions. As a result of failing to secure 

any ministerial posts – but more so the portfolios of Oil and Transport – Awad has said that politicians and 

members of the house will now refuse to be party to the next round of cabinet votes on November 06, unless two 

ministries are given to Basra. The politician also stated that, he would “be with the people of Basra in the event 

of any demonstrations and peaceful sit-ins, to demand the government of Abdul-Mahdi give the benefits of 

ministerial posts to the province, this he said was their right, as Basra is experiencing major service problems.” 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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