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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ While the situation in Basra has calmed since the violent unrest earlier in the month, political tensions are 

assessed to remain high with an associated risk of spontaneous gatherings.  An increased security posture 

for preventive reasons can be expected to remain in the city with additional security deployments and 

increased checkpoint scrutiny.   

 

▪ IDF attacks on the International Zone, Baghdad and the US consulate near Basra International Airport 

suggests heightened intent to target US interests in the country. While no group has claimed responsibility for 

the attacks, it is likely that Iranian-backed elements are behind these incidents in an effort to harass and 

intimidate for political purposes. As such, the outlook for further attacks targeting US interests is assessed as 

increased in the coming weeks.  

 

▪ Political focus over the next week will revolve around the election of key positions including President and 

Prime Minister.  Political negotiations to decide the composition of the new government can also be expected 

to dominate parliamentary sessions, with associated risks of demonstrations as tensions remain high.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, 

and along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Security in five Iraqi Provinces to be transferred to Interior Ministry 
New Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has announced the establishment, in a period of no longer than six 

months, a “security judicial force” that would be tasked with restoring order in the country.  Troops would be 

withdrawn from cities and returned to their barracks and will no longer be charged with performing duties that are 

originally the responsibility of the police and internal security forces.  In this regard, acting national security 

agency chief Qassem al-Araaji announced on October 29 that security responsibility of five provinces will be 

transferred to the interior ministry. The transfer is reportedly set for early 2019 and will include the provinces of 

al-Diwaniyah, Wasit, Maysan, Dhi Qar and al-Muthanna. 

Iraqi PM chooses Haider al-Abadi as Hashid al-Shaabi leader 
According to unconfirmed press reporting, Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul Mahdi on October 27, chose Haider al-

Abadi to be the leader of the Hashid al-Shaabi, also known as the Popular Mobilization Forces.  Abdul Mahdi 

also selected Qassim al-Aaraji, former minister of interior, as the head of the National Security Agency and Irfan 

Ayalish as adviser to the Iraqi Security Council.   

UN Casualty figures for Iraq for the month of October 2018 
A total of 69 Iraqi civilians were killed and another 105 injured in acts of terrorism, violence and armed conflict in 

Iraq in October 2018 according to casualty figures recorded by the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq 

(UNAMI).  These are the lowest monthly casualty figures since UNAMI began publishing them in November 

2012. 

PM moves offices from International Zone  
Iraq’s new prime minister began moving his offices out of Baghdad’s highly secure Green Zone (International 

Zone) on the first day of his term on October 25, saying he wanted to bring his government closer to the people.  

Adel Abdul-Mahdi held his first news conference in a rehabilitated government compound opposite Baghdad's 

iconic central railway station, near the city centre.  He said he wanted to provide security, water and electricity for 

all Iraqis during his term.  "We want to consider all of Iraq a Green Zone," said Abdul-Mahdi.   

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Controversy over choice of nominees for the Council of Representatives  

Following numerous reports that many of the nominees to the Iraqi Council of Ministers are either former 

Baathist officials or have a history of corruption, the Speaker of Parliament, Mohammed al-Halbousi, has 

requested a detailed report from the Accountability and Justice Commission to review the candidates officially 

and decide whether they are fit to serve in the Iraqi Government. One of the recently appointed ministers who 

are accused of being former members of the Baath Party is Na’im Thajil Khrebit, the Minister of Communication. 

Moreover, the newly appointed Minister of Transport, Abdullah Luaabi Bahith, is reported to have a number of 

corruption allegations held against him. Other recently appointed ministers are reported to have had 

controversial pasts. A damaging report would represent a further challenge and obstacle to the Iraqi Prime 

Minister Adil Abd al-Mahdi’s intentions of forming a fully functioning and coherent government. These allegations 

could be politically damaging for Abd al-Mahdi himself, who has repeatedly promised to form a government that 

will tackle corruption. Depending on whether the Accountability and Justice Commission issue a damning report 

against Abd al-Mahdi’s appointments and whether other parliamentarians turn against Abd al-Mahdi, these 

allegations could mobilise public anger against the new administration. This would pose a significant threat to 

Abd al- Mahdi’s nascent government.  Amidst this, a number of Members of Parliament (MPs) from the province 

of Basra have announced that they will be boycotting parliamentary sessions until at least two people from the 

province of Basra are appointed as ministers, so as to ensure a fair representation of the province in 

government. 

 

PM moves offices from International Zone 

Iraq's new prime minister began moving his offices out of Baghdad's highly secure Green Zone (International 

Zone) on the first day of his term on October 25, saying he wanted to bring his government closer to the people.  

Adel Abdul-Mahdi held his first news conference in a rehabilitated government compound opposite Baghdad's 

iconic central railway station, near the city centre.  He said he wanted to provide security, water and electricity for 

all Iraqis during his term.  "We want to consider all of Iraq a Green Zone," said Abdul-Mahdi.   

 

Iraqi PM chooses Haider al-Abadi as Hashid al-Shaabi leader 

According to unconfirmed press reporting, Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul Mahdi on October 27, chose Haider al-

Abadi to be the leader of the Hashid al-Shaabi, also known as the Popular Mobilization Forces.  Abdul Mahdi 

also selected Qassim al-Aaraji, former minister of interior, as the head of the National Security Agency and Irfan 

Ayalish as adviser to the Iraqi Security Council.   

 

Iraqi president visits Kurdistan, comments on disputed areas 

Iraqi President Barham Salih has visited the autonomous Kurdistan Region where, at a news conference, he 

said that the security situation in the country’s northern disputed areas “must normalise”.  The disputed areas are 

claimed by both the central Baghdad government and the autonomous Kurdish regional government in Erbil.  

Baghdad forces last year expelled Kurdish Peshmerga armed forces from the disputed areas in response to a 

failed Kurdish independence referendum that the central government said was illegal.  The Gali Kurdistan TV of 

the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) aired the news conference held right after the president arrived at the 

international airport in the northern Kurdish city of Sulaymaniyah, his hometown.   “The situation in the Kirkuk 

and other [disputed] territories is not normal. We have to normalise the situation,” he said.  The local multi-ethnic 

population must be given the chance to determine their own fate without meddling from political parties, he said.  

“The solution to the problems in those areas will come about by taking into account the interests of all the 

[ethnic] entities living in those areas. A decision that would be made by the people of Kirkuk themselves without 

any sides intervening,” he said.  He added: “This new Iraqi government has brought a new opportunity for all 

[ethnic] entities to resolve those problems that have piled up over the years.”  He said the new Iraqi government 

would be fully formed in the next 10 days by new Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi, whom he described as 
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“an old friend”.  Kurds are taking part in the new Baghdad government cabinet partially formed by Mahdi, and 

three ministries have so far been given to Kurds, including the Finance Ministry.  Kurdish officials say the Iraqi 

prime minister is “a friend of the Kurds”, because he had spent an unknown period of time in the mountains of 

Kurdistan with allied Kurdish rebels that fought the former government of Saddam Hussein late in the 1970s, 

when Mahdi was an Iraqi communist opposition figure who believed that armed struggle with help from Kurdish 

allies could topple Saddam.  He had changed course ideologically in the 1980s, turned into a pro-Iran Shia 

Islamist  and represented Iran-backed Iraqi opposition in exile in France, although he had remained a distant ally 

of the Kurds. 

 

Iraq president seeks to resolve problems with Kurds 

Iraq’s President Barham Saleh has said he is seeking to find solutions to the unresolved problems between the 

central government in Baghdad and the semi-autonomous Kurdistan Region.  “The constitution will be the 

decisive [criterion] in resolving the problems between the [central] government and the [Kurdistan] Region,” he 

said on October 28.  The president made his remarks in a speech during a visit to the cemetery of the Kurdish 

town of Halabja, which witnessed a gas attack by late president Saddam Hussein’s fighter jets during the Iraq-

Iran war in 1988.   “The days to come will be for reconstruction and compensation for the martyrs' families,” he 

said, hoping that Halabja will be “a capital of peaceful coexistence 

 

Kurdish KDP, PUK show unity in first since Iraq Presidency row 

The two ruling parties in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq have put on a show of unity following their first public talks 

since a disagreement over the Iraqi Presidency a month ago.  On November 01, a mid-ranking Kurdistan 

Democratic Party (KDP) delegation visited the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) office in Sulaymaniyah where 

the two sides discussed relations and the formation of the new Kurdistan Region cabinet, KDP website kdp.info 

reported on the same day.  Halabja Arif Taifur, the head of the KDP delegation and a Leadership Council 

member in Sulaymaniyah and PUK Political Bureau member Qadir Hama Jan spoke at a joint press conference 

after the meeting.  On October 30, the Kurdistan Region Judicial Council approved the results of the September 

30 parliamentary elections, paving the way for talks on the next government. 

Security 
 

Iraq’s PM reviews security plans with top commanders 

Iraq’s Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi has reviewed the security situation in the country and the future plans to 

ensure people’s security in meetings with top army and police commanders.  The discussions came during his 

visits to the headquarters of the ministries of interior and defence on  October 27, according to press releases 

published by the PM’s media office’s website.  “The Iraqi army has started restoring its position in a democratic 

country, not a dictatorship… The army's [role] is to protect, not to repress people,” he said during his meeting 

with army’s top brass.  Abdul-Mahdi hailed the army’s “sacrifices” which he said paved the way for the Iraqi 

state's victory over the Islamic State (IS) group militant group last year.  He noted that security and economy are 

intertwined. “Without stable security, there will be no investment or development of economy and services.”  

Abdul-Mahdi emphasised the importance of “boosting intelligence efforts to hunt down and undermine terrorist 

cells, which are a carcinogenic tumour that has not been removed completely”, the website quoted him as 

saying.  Regarding Iraq’s relations with its neighbours, Abdul-Mahdi stressed that Baghdad “wants to establish 

its relations with the neighbouring countries on the basis of common interests,” adding that “wars and conflicts 

have inflicted much harm on Iraq”.  During his visit to the Interior Ministry headquarters, police commanders 

briefed Abdul-Mahdi about their "future plans to ensure people’s security”.   

 

IS fighters ‘reorganise’ in north Iraq, Kurdish official warns 

Hundreds of Islamic State group (IS) militants are reorganising themselves in the predominantly Kurdish 

Makhmour and Gwer areas in Iraq’s northern provinces, Iraqi Kurdish Roj News website affiliated to the 

Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) reported on October 28.   “Hundreds of IS gunmen who retreated to this area 

after the liberation of Mosul are now working to reorganise their ranks,” said Ahmad Zaga, the head of the 

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) in the town of Gwer.  “Around 400 IS gunmen have since been stationed in an 
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area that stretches from south of the town of Gwer all the way to the town of Gayara [near Mosul],” the Kurdish 

official said.  “If we do not confront them they will pose a serious threat to the lives of the residents of the towns 

of Makhmour and Gwer,” he said.   The Kurdish Peshmerga armed forces withdrew from those areas in October 

last year following clashes with Iraqi federal forces nearly a month after the Kurds held a referendum on 

statehood on  September 25, 2017.  “A security gap has since taken shape in those area and IS gunmen have 

capitalised on that gap leading to an increase in their activities on a daily basis,” Zaga said.   “What is really 

needed is that the Iraqi federal troops and the [Kurdish] Peshmerga Ministry form a joint force to defend those 

areas,” he added.   Most of the IS jihadists in those areas are hiding in a forest on the outskirts of the village of 

Kushafi Kurdan, some 4km south of Gwer, the Kurdish outlet said.  US-led coalition planes carried out several air 

strikes on suspected IS hideouts in that area several days ago, but no information has emerged on casualties, 

the outlet said.  Kurdish media on October 17 reported coalition air strikes hit IS positions in the village of Ali 

Rash and Bardi Spi near the town of Makhmour.  The IS positions that the coalition planes had pounded were 

located some 500 metres away from outposts held by the Kurdish Peshmerga armed forces, according to 

Kurdish media reports.  

 

UN Casualty Figures for Iraq for the Month of October 2018 

A total of 69 Iraqi civilians were killed and another 105 injured in acts of terrorism, violence and armed conflict in 

Iraq in October 2018, according to casualty figures recorded by the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq 

(UNAMI).  The figures include ordinary citizens and others considered civilian at the time of death or injury, such 

as police in non-combat functions, civil defence, personal security teams, facilities protection police and fire 

department personnel. These are the lowest monthly casualty figures since UNAMI began publishing them in 

November 2012.  “While regretting the casualties, the fact that these figures are the lowest UNAMI has recorded 

since November 2012, is a positive indicator and shows that the country is gradually coming out of the cycle of 

violence into which it was forced by terrorists,” said Ján Kubiš, the Special Representative of the Secretary-

General of the United Nations (SRSG) for Iraq.  Nineveh was the worst affected Governorate, with 65 civilian 

casualties (29 killed, 36 injured), followed by Baghdad (29 killed and 35 injured) and Anbar (05 killed and 19 

injured). 

 

Iraqi Shia militia 'on high alert' along Syria border 

An Iraqi paramilitary force has been placed on "high alert" along the border with Syria after Islamic State group 

(IS) reportedly recaptured positions from the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF).  The government-

sponsored Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) have been reinforcing their presence along the Syria border 

through deploying more units there to foil any attempt of infiltration to Iraq by IS militants, the Shia militia said on 

its website on October 29.  IS's news outlet Amaq said the jihadist group had regained control over the town of 

al-Sousa as well as the villages of Muzan and Baghouz in Syria.  

 

Iraqi Kirkuk acting governor orders Kurds to halt farming 

Acting Iraqi Kirkuk Governor Rakan Said has ordered some farmers in the Dibis district of Kirkuk governorate to 

stop cultivating their land until land ownership issues have been settled, according to a report on October 28.  

Reporting the development, Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)-affiliated Rudaw website said that the decision 

has been described as "political and illegal" by Iraqi parliament MP for Kirkuk Rebwar Taha.  The report 

published the order, which was issued to Sargaran Agriculture Office and ordered farmers to stop cultivating the 

fields near the town.  It was dated  October 25 and signed by Kirkuk Agriculture Department official Zahi Ali 

Hussein.  The order was sent upon an instruction by the acting Kirkuk governor to prevent "conflict" until 

committees set up by the Iraqi prime minister have completed their work, according to press.   In practice this will 

prevent 38 Kurdish villages in the Sargaran sub-district of Dibis from cultivating their fields, Rudaw said.  A 

farmer from the village of Palkana, Farhad Ismail, told the website that farmers had received official notification 

not to cultivate their fields and that seven Arab families had also entered the village with a Popular Mobilisation 

Force (PMF) unit to "occupy our land".  Commenting on the move MP Taha said that the acting governor had 

reached this decision "unilaterally" and that it contradicts what the Agriculture Ministry had told the farmers, 

adding that the minister has already told them that the Kurdish farmers can use their fields.  He said that there 
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would be an effort to overturn the order once parliamentary sessions resume on 6 November.  In addition to 

reports of land redistribution, the acting governor has replaced around 30 Kurdish officials since his appointment 

a year ago. Kurds have likened this to the process of "Arabisation" in the governorate.  Arabisation was a 

Baathist policy that sought to transfer Arabs to Kurdish areas in Kirkuk to alter the demographic makeup of the 

governorate. 

 

Security in Five Iraqi Provinces to Be Transferred to Interior Ministry 

New Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has stressed that achieving sustainable security still remains a top priority 

for his country in the wake of press reports stating that IS sleeper cells are still active in the country. Mahdi said 

that the spread of weapons among the people and the militias is also a major issue that he is seeking to 

address, saying that “Intensifying efforts to uproot terrorist cells and preventing their re-emergence” is one of his 

priorities. He also emphasized the need to establish, in a period of no longer than six months, a “security judicial 

force” that would be tasked with restoring order in the country.  Troops would be withdrawn from cities and 

returned to their barracks and will no longer be charged with performing duties that are originally the 

responsibility of the police and internal security forces.  In this regard, acting national security agency chief 

Qassem al-Araaji announced on October 29 that security responsibility of five provinces will be transferred to the 

interior ministry. The transfer is reportedly set for early 2019 and will include the provinces of al-Diwaniyah, 

Wasit, Maysan, Dhi Qar and al-Muthanna.  This announcement was made amid reports that Abdul Mahdi was 

seeking to introduce major changes in the security commands in the ministries of defence and interior. It also 

came amid calls to disband the “operations commands” and to task the two ministries with managing internal and 

external security throughout Iraq. 

 

Kurdish-led administration to return to Iraq’s Yazidi Sinjar 

A Kurdish-led local administration led by the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) will return to Iraq's Mosul to 

administer the predominantly Yazidi town of Shengal (Sinjar) in Ninawa (Nineveh) Province on October 31, 

Sinjar Mayor Mahma Khalil said on October 30.  The KDP-led administration had left the town after the Islamic 

State (IS) group overran most of the predominantly Yazidi areas of Ninawa Province in 2014, the Kurdish media 

said.  “We will return to Mosul tomorrow to restart our work and this has been approved by both the Iraqi [federal] 

government and the [Kurdistan] regional government,” Khalil said in a news conference in Erbil.  “I will return as 

the official mayor of Shengal along with KDP officials and administrators of the towns of Gir Uzer, Sinuni, 

Qayrawan and Tal Shuer,” he said.   But the KDP mayor only mentioned Mosul and those towns and did not 

spell out whether or not they would return to the town of Sinjar (Shengal), which is under the control of armed 

forces affiliated to the Iraqi federal government. These include a local Yazidi militia, Sinjar Defence Units (SDU), 

which is ideologically affiliated to Turkey's rebel Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).   

 

IS claims blowing up electricity pylon in Iraq's Kirkuk 

Islamic State group (IS) has claimed blowing up an electricity pylon, allegedly serving government military 

barracks, in the oil-rich province of Kirkuk in northern Iraq.  In a brief message marked "Breaking", IS said the 

transmission tower was providing electricity to barracks belonging to the Iraqi army and the pro-government 

militia, the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF).  The military barracks allegedly located in the villages of Beir 

Ahmad, Aboud and al-Zanjali suffered power cuts following the attack, the jihadist group added.   

 

Calls for abolishing Iraq’s Joint Operations Command 

Ahead of the formation of a new Iraqi government, calls for abolishing the Joint Operations Command (JOC) 

have been renewed.  Proponents argue that the JOC’s powers intersect with that of the interior ministry and the 

security committees of each province, and that the presence of several security bodies could complicate, and not 

streamline, decision-making on security issues.  But a decision to disband the JOC, which develops and 

coordinates security plans between the defence and interior ministries as well as paramilitary forces, is not 

favoured by top political leaders. 

  

What is the JOC? 
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The JOC was set up in 2007 by former Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki in the wake of a heightened wave of 

sectarian violence and the growing influence of militias over many cities.  It was first established in Baghdad and 

then eight other command centres were set up later in Basra, Nineveh, Anbar and Diyala and four others in the 

Middle Euphrates, a region that includes the provinces of Najaf, Karbala, Diwaniyah, Babel and al-Muthanna.  

The chief commander of the armed forces – the prime minister – appoints the JOC commander, who in turn 

chooses two aides from the interior and defence ministries.  The JOC, which consists of five army divisions and 

three police divisions, reports directly to the prime minister. 

 

Why was it established? 

Once it had been set up, the JOC launched a law enforcement campaign in the capital Baghdad, parts of which 

were being controlled by Sunni and Shia militias.  Security expert Moataz al-Janabi told the website of the Dubai-

based Al-Arabiya TV that the establishment of the JOC, particularly in Baghdad, was intended to put the capital’s 

security in “the hands of one body”.  Given that the JOC was created following deadly sectarian strife, in addition 

to the fact that the defence and interior ministries are held by Sunni and Shia ministers respectively, some 

believe that the US – during its occupation of Iraq – wanted to centralise security decisions in a separate 

organisation.   Analyst and online activist Mustafa Habib said in a tweet that the US sought to set up the JOC to 

limit the powers of the interior ministry because it was involved in the civil war. 

 

Who is against the JOC and why? 

The JOC has triggered controversy between political blocs and security bodies.  MP Faleh al-Khazaali 

spearheads a campaign in parliament that wants to abolish the JOC.  On 11 October, Khazaali announced that 

he had collected signatures from 51 MPs to move a petition to disband the JOC.  Khazaali hails from the Iran-

backed Kata’ib Sayyid al-Shuhada (Master of Martyrs Brigades) Shia militia, part of the government-sponsored 

Popular Mobilisation Forces. The lawmakers who oppose the JOC say parliament neither controls it nor chooses 

its commanders, which violates the law. They also claim that Iraq has seen relative stability and, therefore, 

there’s no need for the JOC.  Some also believe that the debate over the cancellation of the JOC is “politically 

motivated”.  The leading member of the Sunni Mehwar (Axis) parliamentary bloc, Zafer al-Ani, told the London-

based Asharq al-Awsat on 18 October that the debate over the JOC “often takes a political form”.  “Since its 

inception, the JOC has lacked a legal framework. It is connected with the general commander [of the armed 

forces, i.e. the prime minister] who is not qualified enough to lead [security] operations, a task that should be 

undertaken by the army’s chief of staff,” al-Ani said. 

  

Were there previous calls for abolishing the JOC? 

Following a series of blasts in Baghdad and elsewhere last year, the Iraqi Forces Coalition (IFC), an umbrella 

group of Sunni parties and blocs, urged the government to disband the JOC, accusing it of failing to prevent 

such security violations.  Also last year, the security committee of the Baghdad provincial council adopted the 

same call.  In July 2016, following a deadly blast in Baghdad’s Karrada neighbourhood that left more than 300 

people dead and was claimed by the Islamic State group (IS), former Interior Minister Mohamed al-Ghabban 

tendered his resignation in protest against the JOC.  At the time, Ghabban announced that the government had 

failed to regulate the work of the security and intelligence bodies, citing the multiplicity of security services with 

overlapping powers as a reason for security breaches. 

 

What will happen?  

Given the de facto power-sharing agreement in the country – where the top posts are divided along ethno-

sectarian lines and where the JOC is led directly by the prime minister – a decision to abolish this sensitive 

security body will not be passed easily.  Three days before leaving office, outgoing Prime Minister Haider al-

Abadi visited the JOC headquarters and expressed his opposition to the calls for its dismantlement.  Prime 

Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi also visited the JOC headquarters on 28 October and reviewed with its commanders 

plans for securing the border with Syria and the Shia pilgrimage of Arba’een rituals, sending a message that the 

JOC is entrusted with ensuring internal and external security.  Baghdad security committee member Saad al-

Matlabi told Baghdad Today website on 27 October that the calls for the JOC’s abolishment were “unofficial”. 
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The JOC can be disbanded only if the interior ministry is “effective”, its personnel are qualified, and the general 

security is stable, Matlabi said. 

Economy 
 

Iraq's new oil minister has a top priority: Pump more oil 

Iraq will increase oil output and work with other OPEC nations to assure “fair” prices for buyers and producers, 

according to the nation’s new Oil Minister Thamir Ghadhban.  “Iraq will play a constructive, positive and 

influential role in OPEC," Ghadhban said in an interview overnight after his appointment to replace Jabbar al-

Luaibi was announced. “We will work to increase output and export capacity for Iraq and also to diversify export 

terminals and improve the infrastructure.”  OPEC’s second biggest producer after Saudi Arabia has largely 

rebuilt its energy industry after decades of sanctions and wars. Iraq is pumping a record 4.78 million barrels day, 

al-Luaibi said on October 21. Its exports have increased over the past few years and reached a two-year high of 

4.062 million barrels a day in September, according to tanker tracking and data compiled by Bloomberg. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Activity in the Kurdistan region this week has once again been dominated by Turkish military operations against 

PKK militia.  Turkish jets struck 13 villages in Iraqi Kurdistan in the Valley of Balayan located near the base of 

Mount Qandil, a stronghold of the rebel Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK).  Later this week, 23 militants were killed 

in the Gara, Avasin, Qandil and Metina areas of Dohuk Province.  A weapon ‘pit’, shelters and ammunition 

depots used by the PKK militants were also destroyed in the airstrike Targets were also reported to have been 

hit in northern Iraq’s Gara and Avasin-Basyan regions in Dohuk province.  Separately, protest action in Erbil and 

Sulaymaniyah has once again been evident although the demonstrations were all reported to have been 

peaceful.  The protests this week were over a mixture of local grievances and dental student demonstrations in 

Sulaymaniyah over various issues.  Meanwhile, unconfirmed reports indicated that a number of people were 

reportedly wounded when a casino in the Shorsh neighbourhood in Erbil city was shot at by unidentified 

perpetrators. (NFDK). 

 

In Nineveh province, five civilians were executed after being kidnapped by Islamic State on October 25 in Baaj 

town, west of Mosul.  Col. Thamer Abdullah of the ISF said “Islamic State members executed five civilians after 

being previously abducted.” They were executed for gathering information about the militant group and 

cooperation with the Iraqi army in west of Mosul.  A further six civilians were reportedly executed by IS militants 
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in Tal Afar district in western Nineveh province for their alleged collaboration with ISF.  Meanwhile, a number of 

Yezidis staged a protest against an agreement that has reportedly allowed the return of officials who ran the 

local government in Sinjar before October of last year. (See GardaWorld Daily Report dated 31 October 2018).  

Press said a number of Yezidis protested at the Ayn Shahab check point between Sinjar and Tal Afar on 

October 31.  The protesters also prevented former Sinjar mayor Mahma Khalil from entering the district to 

resume his post, the reports added.   

 

In Salah-al-Din province, an increase in US-led coalition air strikes was evident this week, including multiple air 

operations against IS hideouts and supply routes in the Makhoul and Khanuka mountains in Shirqat district.  

According to a military source these strikes were to be followed by a large-scale clearance operation to eliminate 

remaining IS pockets. The governor of Salah-al-Din Province, Ammar Jabur Khalil, escaped a roadside IED 

detonation against his convoy on November 01, during his visit to al-Seniyah town in the north of the oil refinery 

town of Baiji, 200 km north of Baghdad.  The explosion wounded two bodyguards of the governor and badly 

damaged a vehicle in the convoy.  It was also reported that two civilians wounded when a roadside IED 

detonated on a fuel tanker truck in Baiji in a separate incident later on November 01. 

 

According to Iraqi press reports, IS has also begun reorganizing itself in the province.  According to the report, 

the militant group is making preparations for a "long-term" war, a source from the Iraqi intelligence service said 

on October 31.  The source noted that the insurgents have also focused on logistics in order to enter a new 

phase of war against ISF.  The source further revealed that the jihadists have stored medical and food supplies, 

and use a US made mobile phone which enables the militants contact each other in a distance of 60 kilometres 

(NFDK).  Meanwhile, one IS shelter was destroyed and four IS militants were killed in an Iraqi Air Force airstrike 

as they were planning to stage an attack on ISF in Jazirat al-Siniyah region of Bayji district.  In addition, seven IS 

militants including two suicide vest attackers were killed, one drone shot down and nine hideouts destroyed in a 

large-scale anti-IS security operation carried by a combined force of ISF and PMF 6th, 31st and 51st Brigades in 

the desert areas located between Jazirat al-Siniyah and Jazirat Tikrit close to the provincial boundaries of Anbar 

Province. 

 

The town of Tuz Khurmatu has been of particular concern during this reporting period.  Three jihadists were 

killed, and three Kurdish Peshmerga fighters injured in clashes near the village of Palkana on the outskirts Tuz 

Khurmatu.  Fighting broke out when the Kurdish forces escorted a French team from the US-led coalition to the 

area in order to gather intelligence on the jihadist group, a press report said, citing the administrator of the town 

of Zinana, Jamal Salih.  Air strikes pounded the positions of the White Flags militants amid the fighting.  IS 

claimed later this week to have killed a French soldier during the contact.’  Separately, at least two PMF 

members were wounded overnight on October 30  by a roadside IED attack near Tuz Khurmatu.  Ali Husseinin, 

a spokesperson for the PMF stated that the attack took place in the village of Bir Ahmed while a military convoy 

was passing by  02 Nov. 18 

 

In Kirkuk province this week, we have seen an increase in tension between Kurds and Arabs in the south 

eastern regions of the province as Kurdish claims of ‘Arabisation’ have continued. Kurdish residents of Talabani 

region of Daquq district, south of Kirkuk, reportedly clashed with a number of armed Arab Bedouins for nearly 

two hours, over an alleged attempted occupation of Kurdish lands in the region, no casualties were reported. It 

was also reported that there were clashes between Arabs and Kurds in the villages of Omar Ibn al-Khattab, 

Saad and Khaled in Daquq district after some members of the Shamar (Arab) tribe attempted to claim land used 

by Kurdish farmers.  The clashes came following an order from Acting Iraqi Kirkuk Governor Rakan Said saying 

that some farmers in the Dibis district of Kirkuk governorate should stop cultivating their land until land ownership 

issues have been settled, according to a report on October 28.  Reporting the development, Kurdistan 

Democratic Party (KDP)-affiliated Rudaw website said that the decision has been described as "political and 

illegal" by Iraqi parliament MP for Kirkuk Rebwar Taha.  The order was sent upon an instruction by the acting 

Kirkuk governor to prevent "conflict" until committees set up by the Iraqi prime minister have completed their 

work, according to press.   In practice this will prevent 38 Kurdish villages in the Sargaran sub-district of Dibis 
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from cultivating their fields, press said.  In addition to reports of land redistribution, the acting governor has 

replaced around 30 Kurdish officials since his appointment a year ago. Kurds have likened this to the process of 

"Arabisation" in the governorate.  Arabisation was a Baathist policy that sought to transfer Arabs to Kurdish 

areas in Kirkuk to alter the demographic makeup of the governorate.   

 

We have also seen continued evidence of IS deliberate targeting oil and electricity infrastructure in the province.  

11 x IEDs were planted along a crude oil pipeline in the province (NFDK) and the Director General of the 

Electricity Directorate in Kirkuk stated that a maintenance worker was injured when an IED detonated near a 

132-KV electricity pylon in Hawijah on November 02.  (NFDK).  In addition, unconfirmed reports suggest that 

power was temporarily cut-off to Hawijah when two other IEDs detonated against two electricity pylons in 

Mahmudiyah.  Islamic State group (IS) later claimed the attack on the pylon, which was allegedly serving a 

military barracks.  In a brief message marked "Breaking", IS said the transmission tower was providing electricity 

to barracks belonging to the Iraqi army and the pro-government militia, the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF).  

The military barracks allegedly located in the villages of Beir Ahmad, Aboud and al-Zanjali suffered power cuts 

following the attack, the jihadist group added.  In Makhmour district the leadership of the Federal Police stated 

that 19 x IS members were killed in a  coalition airstrike and a man was reportedly killed, and his son injured by 

an IED planted by suspected IS militants in the village of Alyawa, also in Makhmour district.   

 

Finally, in Diyala province Iraqi federal forces have reportedly started a military operation targeting remnants of 

the Islamic State (IS) group in in the villages of Zahra, Abdul Hamid, Dura and Buzhja.  Two mortar shells 

impacted in the vicinity of Khirnabat village in al-Abbarah sub-district, 15 km north east of Baqubah, without 

causing casualties and a further three mortars impacted in the vicinity of Ziham village situated on the outskirts of 

Muqdadiyah district, without causing casualties. Multiple mortar rounds launched by IS militants also reportedly 

impacted in Sinsil region of northern Muqdadiyah district.  A roadside IED killed three Shi'a Muslim pilgrims on 

October 30, as they walked to a holy site near the northeastern city of Khanaqin near the Iranian border.  No 

group has yet claimed responsibility for this attack, although the attack bears the hallmarks of Islamic State.   

The Head of the Khanaqin District Council, Samir Mohammed, told press that the IED detonated while Shias 

gathered to mark the anniversary of the death of Imam Hussein, the grandson of the Prophet Muhammad.  The 

detonation took place just north of Khanaqin at the Bawa Mahmoud shrine, which is visited by Shias who cannot 

attend the celebrations in Karbala and Najaf, Mohammed said.  The explosion also wounded twelve others, he 

added.  Unconfirmed reports also indicate that a second IED was disarmed by ISF EOD in the same area 

sometime after the initial explosion.   

It was also reported that the “Tomb of Bawa Mahmoud” in Khanaqin was destroyed by an explosion carried out 

by unidentified armed men on the evening of October 31.  In response, Zahid Khalil Dalo, a member of the 

Diyala Provincial Council, has called on Iraqi President Barham Salih to deploy forces to secure the area.  An 

IED had reportedly detonated near the shrine the day before, killing two women and wounding several more   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

In Anbar province this week, the PMF’s Western Axis Operations Command announced on October 28 that they 

would be deploying 20,000 additional fighters to Qaim district following an IS attack against Syrian Democratic 

Party (SDP) militia outposts in the Hanjin region in Deir al-Zour.  This attack had resulted in 40 Kurdish fighters 

killed and wounded, as IS took advantage of bad weather conditions.  Several Sangers were set on fire by IS as 

the SDP abandoned positions.  As a result, the Baguoz military crossing point was closed.  Unconfirmed press 

reporting this week also stated that Baghdad has deployed reinforcements, consisting of two army brigades 

(27th and 28th infantry brigades of the Iraqi Army), to Qa'im "in anticipation of possible IS attacks across the 

border.  The brigades have been deployed close to the Syrian border to repel any probable attacks by IS 

targeting the Iraqi border, a source told press.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

03 November 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [16]                        garda.com/ips 

 

Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

In the City during the reporting period, a number of tribal feuds have been recorded in an upsurge in inter-tribal 

conflict in the northern districts.  The majority of incidents took place in the Hay Urr area of Shaab in Adhamiyah 

District.  One person equipped with two assault rifles was arrested in Adhamiyah as he attempted to shoot at a 

civilian's house due to an alleged tribal dispute, and, in a similar but separate incident, an individual carrying an 

AK-47 intending to open fire on a civilian’s house due to an alleged tribal dispute was arrested in the Palestine 

Street area of Rusafah district.  Unidentified assailants also threw a hand grenade at the house of lawyer in the 

al-Siha street area, also in Shaab, although no casualties were reported.  We have also seen a slight increase in 

the number of shooting incidents in the city, primarily within the areas of New Baghdad and Sadr City, and 

thought to be related to criminal fraternity feuding.  A civilian was also killed in close-quarter shooting by gunmen 

carrying suppressed weapons in Saba al-Bour, north of Baghdad.  Finally, a gang composed of seven members 

including two women that specialized in drug trafficking was arrested in Karada and   ISF reported one counter-

terror arrest in Madain, southeast of Baghdad. 

 

In the wider Baghdad province, acting on intelligence, ISF reportedly intercepted and killed an IS SVEST 

attacker in Tarmiyah district as he attempted to detonate himself against  Shia pilgrims travelling to Karbala for 

Arba’een at an unspecified location on Route Tampa North, between Baghdad and Samarra. (NFDK).   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

The Arba’een commemorations this week passed of largely peacefully in the southern provinces with the Iraqi 

military’s Middle Euphrates Operations Command announcing that it was to deploy additional forces to secure 

the pilgrimage route.  Based on data from border crossings, the government estimated that the number of 

visitors to Iraq for the commemoration exceeded 1.3 million, most of them Iranian nationals.  The Zurbatiyah 

border crossing with Iran in Wasit province saw the highest number of entries, followed by Shalamjah in Basra, 

and al-Shib in Maysan.  The Safwan border point with Kuwait saw 18,717 crossings.  Earlier, authorities in 

Baghdad put in place special traffic patterns to facilitate the travel of pilgrims traveling on foot and banned the 

entry of large truck and tankers and the use of motorcycles in the city.    

 

Meanwhile, in an unusual incident in Babel province this week, four mortar shells reportedly impacted in the 

Jaza'ir and Ray neighbourhoods in central Hillah, without causing casualties on November 01. The rounds were 

thought to have originated from Barnun village, 10 km north of the city which is known to contain Sunni IS 

sympathisers.  In addition, but at this time unconfirmed, four rockets reportedly landed near a Shia mosque in 

the al-Nile sub-district of Mahawil on October 30, without causing casualties. 

 

In Basra province, a low-yield IED composed of a plastic bottle containing 14 x empty shotgun cartridges and a 

quantity of kerosene detonated outside a civilian's house in the Kebassi area of Shatt al-Arab district in eastern 

Basra province, without causing casualties, with the incident thought to be related to a financial dispute.  In 

addition, at about 0815 hrs on October 29, a low-scale peaceful demonstration involving approximately 20-30 
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civilians, was staged at BP ROO main entrance over a minor labour dispute between a contractor and sub-

contractor.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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