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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Islamic State claimed responsibility for a wave of IED attacks across Baghdad city on November 04.  The five 

separate IED detonations claimed the lives of at least seven people and wounded 20 others and took place 

within two hours of each other suggesting a degree of coordination that only IS could achieve, utilising 

established networks within the city.  However, these attacks utilised low-yield IEDs, and we have not seen 

large-scale, mass casualty attacks against civilian targets in Baghdad for many months.  These latest attacks 

therefore do not necessarily mark a return to these forms of larger operations by the IS group, although they 

may represent a statement by IS to try and demonstrate its continued (but declining) relevance, as opposed to 

the start of a sustained uptick in violence.   

 

▪ While the situation in Basra has calmed since the violent unrest earlier in the month, political tensions are 

assessed to remain high with an associated risk of spontaneous gatherings.  An increased security posture 

for preventive reasons can be expected to remain in the city with additional security deployments and 

increased checkpoint scrutiny.   

 

▪ IDF attacks on the International Zone, Baghdad and the US consulate near Basra International Airport 

suggests heightened intent to target US interests in the country. While no group has claimed responsibility for 

the attacks, it is likely that Iranian-backed elements are behind these incidents in an effort to harass and 

intimidate for political purposes. As such, the outlook for further attacks targeting US interests is assessed as 

increased in the coming weeks.  

 

▪ Following the selection of the new President and Prime Minister focus now remains on the eight Cabinet of 

Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of the Defence and Interior Ministers.  Opposition 

from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of non-partisan figures for the remaining posts 

means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions remain high, especially in Baghdad.  

Upcoming 2019 fiscal year budget discussions can also be expected to drive protest activity in Baghdad and 

the southern provinces.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, 

and along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

01 December 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [5]                        garda.com/ips 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Opening of International Zone delayed 

In a statement on November 25, the Iraqi government announced that the partial reopening of the International 

Zone (IZ) to through traffic, planned for November 25, had been delayed. Announcements last Thursday said 

that the through route bisecting the IZ would be opened on Sunday, but the subsequent statement confirmed 

that the “the re-opening will not take place before the next two days, or perhaps by the end of the week.”  

Session to decide remaining ministerial positions delayed 
The Iraqi Parliament on Monday evening postponed a session expected to be held today for voting on the 

remaining ministerial posts.  The Council of Representatives said in a statement on Monday afternoon that PM 

Adil Abdul-Mahdi would send the names of the candidates to Parliament Speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi on 

Monday night (November 26), and that there would be a session on the following day for either approving or 

rejecting them.  However, the parliament explained in statement that it has not yet received the biographies of 

the candidates, because of which, it had to postpone the session for another week. Abdul-Mahdi, in the 

meantime, noted that three of the nominees are still under investigation into their backgrounds.   

Provisional Elections possibly delayed until 2019 
In a statement on November 25, Rizgar Haji Hama, the deputy head of the Independent High Electoral 

Commission (IHEC), said that the provincial elections which had been set for December 22, 2018 would be 

postponed and that a new date in 2019 would be put forward. Hama added that Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi 

had instructed the IHEC to propose a new date to be put before parliament to be voted on. The IHEC held a 

meeting on November 26 to set a new date for the provincial elections in 2019, Hama added, but did not 

disclose the outcome.  Hama cited the delay in the formation of the new government, the lack of preparations 

and the non-allocation of election funds as the main reasons the further delay of the provincial elections.  

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Vote of confidence to take place on two members of parliament 

According to MP Badr al-Zaidi, a member of the Sa’iroun Alliance, the Iraqi Parliament will hold a 

vote of confidence on the Minister of Communication, Naeem al-Rubai’ee, and the Minister of Youth and Sports, 

Ahmed Riyadh. The two ministers are currently being investigated, with the former reportedly being a former 

senior member of the Baath party and the latter being investigated for criminal charges and links to terrorist 

groups. Zaidi’s words suggest that his party are leading the push for the sacking of the two ministers. Their 

sacking would be yet another significant blow for Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, especially as there is 

no indication that he has anyone who could replace them.   The former Minister of Trade between 2014-15, 

Milas Mohammed Abdul Kareem, and two other senior ministry officials, have been sentenced in absentia to 

seven years in jail on graft charges, according to an announcement by the Rusafah court in Baghdad. The court 

statement, which did not name the officials,  said the case was related to violations in two contracts signed in 

2015 between the Grain Board of Iraq and another company to supply basmati rice. Abdul Kareem was initially 

sacked in 2015 following an investigation into alleged bribe-taking, illegal benefits and misuse of his position. 

Subsequently, the former Trade Minister went into hiding that year after Iraqi authorities issued an arrest warrant 

for him and his brother. According to the court, Abdul Kareem and the two officials can appeal against their 

sentences but must first turn themselves in, as per Iraqi law. The Grain Board of Iraq is one of the largest 

importers of wheat and rice in the world and as a result has been repeatedly exploited by Iraqi officials. The 

sentencing of Abdul Kareem, although belated, is another in a series of sentences issued by Iraqi courts against 

corruption and shows that authorities are making a more concerted effort at tackling corruption in the country. 

 

Session to decide remaining ministerial positions delayed 

The Iraqi Parliament on Monday evening postponed a session expected to be held today for voting on the 

remaining ministerial posts.  The Council of Representatives said in a statement on Monday afternoon that PM 

Adil Abdul-Mahdi would send the names of the candidates to Parliament Speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi on 

Monday night (November 26), and that there would be a session on the following day for either approving or 

rejecting them.  However, the parliament explained in statement that it has not yet received the biographies of 

the candidates, because of which, it had to postpone the session for another week. Abdul-Mahdi, in the 

meantime, noted that three of the nominees are still under investigation into their backgrounds.   

 

Kurdish authorities in Iraq to ban PKK-affiliated party 

The regional government of the autonomous Kurdistan region in northern Iraq has decided to close down the 

offices of the Kurdistan Free Society Movement, an Iraqi Kurdish political party affiliated to Turkey’s rebel 

Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). The Kurdistan Free Society Movement is commonly known among Iraqi Kurds 

as Tavgeri Azadi (Freedom Movement).  The deputy prime minister of the Kurdistan Regional Government 

(KRG) representing the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), Qubad Talabani, issued an order on November 25 to 

close down the offices of all parties and organisations that have not been officially registered by the Kurdish 

region’s interior ministry.  But press say the move is targeting the PKK-affiliated Tevgeri Azadi party.   

 

Trump Demands Oil in Compensation for War Effort 

An American news website Axios reported that the US President Donald Trump has called on former Iraqi Prime 

Minister Haider Al-Abadi to compensate the United States for the costs of its invasion of Iraq and its stay there 

until the end of 2011.  The website quoted private sources as saying that Trump met Al-Abadi last March in 

Washington and asked him that Iraq pays the cost of his invasion through oil instead of money.  The sources 

revealed that Al-Abadi responded to Trump saying “What do you mean? We work closely with many American 

companies, and American energy companies have interests in our country.”  Trump’s reiteration of the same 

request to Al-Abadi, in a phone call in the summer of 2017, aroused the discontent of US National Security 

Advisor Herbert McMaster, who considered the repetition of the US president’s offer as offensive to the 
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reputation of the United States.  In his campaign for 2016, Trump complained that “the United States spent 

trillions in Iraq and lost thousands of lives but got nothing in return,”  and noted that “America had to seize Iraqi 

oil fields as compensation for sharp costs of war.”  The sources pointed out that “prominent figures of US 

National Security Advisors condemned Trump’s proposal, describing it as abnormal and impractical, and 

considering it as a violation of international law, which would fuel propaganda to the enemies of the United 

States.”  In response to a question on Axios’ report, Dana White, spokeswoman for the US Defence Department, 

said that “We should not discuss the internal deliberations. The secretary’s advice to the president is private.”  

The website quoted a spokesman for the National Security Council as saying that “we do not comment on the 

details of the president’s talks with foreign leaders.”  The spokesman added that “we have long sought to help 

Iraq achieve energy independence and continue to do so. We are encouraged by recent developments and 

believe that Iraq can meet its own energy demand, stop importing electricity, and increase its oil production.”  

The American website said that what the sources reported lays bare Trump’s approach in the Middle East, as he 

expressed a firm determination to collect payments from the countries of the region in the form of natural 

resources. 

 

Provisional Elections possibly delayed until 2019 

In a statement on November 25, Rizgar Haji Hama, the deputy head of the Independent High Electoral 

Commission (IHEC), said that the provincial elections which had been set for December 22, 2018 would be 

postponed and that a new date in 2019 would be put forward. Hama added that Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi 

had instructed the IHEC to propose a new date to be put before parliament to be voted on. The IHEC held a 

meeting on November 26 to set a new date for the provincial elections in 2019, Hama added, but did not 

disclose the outcome.  Hama cited the delay in the formation of the new government, the lack of preparations 

and the non-allocation of election funds as the main reasons the further delay of the provincial elections.  

 

US Congress finalises draft bill to curb Iranian-backed militia in Iraq 

US congress has finalised a draft bill that aims to counteract the influence of Iranian-backed armed groups in 

Iraq. The Preventing Destabilisation of Iraq Act of 2018 sets out to sanction “Iranian persons that threaten the 

peace or stability of Iraq or the government of Iraq”. Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq (AAH) and Harakat al Nujaba, which are 

supported and funded by Iran, will be subjected to the sanctions and their funds frozen. These groups are in the 

process of being integrated into the Iraqi military as part of the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU). This may mean 

that the defence support given to the Iraqi Government may potentially be cut in the near future if this bill goes 

ahead. Many Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq  Members of Parliament (MP) responded to the bill defiantly, with Ahmed Kanani, 

a member of the Sadiqoun bloc, the political wing of the group, saying that the party will consider the 

classification as “a badge of honour”. MPs also called on the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs to take action to 

prevent “foreign interference in Iraq’s affairs”. 

Security 
 

Iraqi PM reshuffles military 

The Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, has implemented arguably the most significant reshuffle of the Iraqi 

military since 2014, removing a number of significant commanders and figures in the Iraqi Army and the Counter 

Terrorism Service (CTS). According to security sources, Abd al-Mahdi issued orders to retire 68 Ministry of 

Defence officers due to “age limitations”. Among those ordered to retire include long-time Iraqi Ground Forces 

Commander, Riyadh Jalal Tawfiq; the Assistant Chief of Staff, Mardhi al-Mahlawi; and, the head of the Diyala 

Operations Command, Mizher al-Azawi. Meanwhile, Abdul Ghani al-Assadi, the head of the Counter-Terrorism 

Command, Manaf Abbas, the Deputy Commander of the Counter Terrorism Service, and Sami Aridi, the 3rd 

Iraqi Special Operations Forces (ISOF) Commander, were also retired from their positions. This major re-shuffle 

indicates that Abd al-Mahdi is seeking to implement a wide-ranging restructuring of the Iraqi military. This move 

comes as a surprise given the success that many of these officials have achieved in defeating the Islamic State 

(IS) and improving security in the country since the defeat of the group. However, while the intention behind this 

re-shuffle is not clear, it may be an attempt by the Prime Minister to restructure the military in a way that could 

better prepare it for future security challenges, specifically any potential return of IS’ insurgency. 
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IS boasts it has globally expanded despite setbacks 

Islamic State group has said that despite its territorial setbacks, the advent of its "caliphate" project had widened 

the sphere of the jihadist "conflict" from just Iraq and Syria to include the whole world.  The IS argument came in 

an editorial titled "One Battlefront" in the latest edition of the group's weekly newspaper al-Naba, published on 

November 22.   The editorial sought to justify IS's territorial losses in Iraq and Syria, arguing that in return the 

group has gained global "appeal" and operational expansion. It also attempted to boost the morale of IS fighters 

telling them that victory is inevitable.  In the past, it said, IS's operations were limited to Iraq and then they 

expanded to Syria. "As for today", despite losing territory it once held in those two countries, "the battlefront is 

the whole world and the fight against infidels is active on all levels".  "[Today] the lions of the caliphate are in the 

mountains of Khorasan [the AfPak region] and the jungles of Somalia. Its knights are in the forests of West Africa 

and the islands of East Asia and the deserts of Sinai and the hills of Yemen", it boasted, in reference to IS 

branches in the aforementioned countries and regions.  "Even the lands of the infidels", it said in reference to the 

West, "that used to be far away from conflict zones, today live in fear of a vehicle that might run them over, fire 

that might burn their possessions or a lion of Islam who may chase them with any weapon at his disposal".  

Elaborating on the title of the editorial, "One Battlefront", IS said the world today is more connected and its 

fighters and supporters in various parts of the world are in fact fighting in "the same battlefront".  As such, it 

urged fighters and supporters not to underestimate any act they could carry out for the group or battle they can 

fight for it, saying all acts, no matter where or how small, contribute to the strength of the "Islamic State".   Al-

Naba was published via IS's channels on the messaging app Telegram. The long-standing Arabic-language 

publication is a key mouthpiece for IS. 

 

Opening of International Zone delayed 

In a statement on November 25, the Iraqi government announced that the partial reopening of the International 

Zone (IZ) to through traffic, planned for November 25, had been delayed. Announcements last Thursday said 

that the through route bisecting the IZ would be opened on Sunday, but the subsequent statement confirmed 

that the “the re-opening will not take place before the next two days, or perhaps by the end of the week.” Media 

reports have also carried stories of Baghdad’s residents voicing skepticism over the planned opening, citing the 

short period it was opened in 2015 and likely delays in passing through the IZ due to the additional checkpoints. 

Later this week, Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi conducted a tour to inspect the procedures taken to open 

the heavily-fortified Green Zone (International Zone) to the public, his Facebook page said on November 29.  

Abdul Mahdi ordered the opening of the Green Zone to the public last week, following several failed attempts by 

previous governments to take the step.  Days ago, the Iraqi government began removing some of the barricades 

around the zone, paving the way to making it fully accessible to the public.  The Green Zone in Baghdad, was 

set up after the 2003 US invasion and houses Iraqi government buildings and the US embassy, with the move to 

open it marking an attempt to signal the restoration of security to Baghdad after years of unrest. 

 

Iraqi Kurdish peshmerga minister says reform under way 

The Iraqi Kurdistan Region acting peshmerga minister has said that five points of a 35-point plan to reform the 

Kurdish peshmerga armed forces are under way, the private NRT website reported on  November 26.  Acting 

Peshmerga Minister Kareem Sinjari was speaking at the Future Peshmerga conference on the ministry's reform 

plans in Erbil on November 26. The conference was attended by senior peshmerga officials and anti-IS coalition 

representatives, according to the Peshmerga Ministry website.  Discussing the plans, Sinjari said that five 

projects were under way and eight projects would follow soon.  The ministry began the reform plan in February 

2017 with British, US and German support, the website said, without specifying any further details about the 

plan.  Sinjari called for the different peshmerga units to support reform in order to build a modern army.  He said 

that the process of reform at the ministry would reach every level and that a number of skilled officers who have 

undergone intensive training in reforms have been transferred to the reform department at the ministry to 

oversee the process. 
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Iraqi premier says reports of IS activity ‘exaggerated’ 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has stated that reports of heightened IS activity in Nineveh Province and 

other areas are “exaggerated”. “Yes, there is activity by IS but it is exaggerated,” the premier said during his 

weekly press conference, which was posted to his Facebook page on November 27.  He added that security 

forces had conducted separate tours of these areas and confirmed that the security situation is “good” in those 

areas.  He attributed recent reported explosions in Nineveh to “economic issues” rather than IS activities, saying 

this was addressing by shutting down all economic offices in the province.  His statements come amid reports 

from political factions that residents of the former IS stronghold of Mosul in Nineveh have begun fleeing their 

homes due to the heightened security threats in the city, according to the Kurdish news website Rudaw.  Abdul 

Mahdi nonetheless affirmed the importance of rebuilding Nineveh and bringing displaced people back to their 

homes in the province.  He also reiterated that efforts are underway to open the heavily-fortified Green Zone to 

the public, denying reports that it had been opened on November 25. He added that he had put off presenting 

the remaining members of his cabinet to parliament, attributing this to delays in paperwork.  The premier also 

addressed the heavy rains that struck a number of provinces last week, leading to the death of over 20 people.  

He said a team had been assembled to investigate the situation and offer compensation to the families of victims 

and those affected by the rains.  He moreover pointed to the “positive side” of the rains, noting that water quality 

has improved in a number of areas due to the rainfall, including Basra, where intermittent protests had broken 

out previously over water shortages.  He also pointed to the need to ensure that contaminated water is disposed 

of in a proper manner to avoid the water issues affecting various provinces.   

 

Iraqi Kurds complain about resettling of Arab families in Kirkuk 

Unconfirmed press reporting has stated that Iraqi police have reportedly helped 50 Arab families to resettle in 

predominantly Kurdish villages in the Daquq area, south of Kirkuk, a development which Kurds see as an 

attempt to alter the demographic makeup of the area.  An official from the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) in 

Kirkuk, Idris Hajji Adel, said the move rang "alarm bells of Arabization", the party's website reported on 

November 29.  Adel said that approximately 50 families, whom he said are believed to be from the neighbouring 

governorates of Diyala and Tikrit, were moved to the villages of Haftaghar and Albunajm in the Daquq area on 

November 29, under the protection of federal police.  Adel said that acting Kirkuk Governor Rakan al-Jabouri, a 

Sunni Arab who took the post following the federal takeover of Kirkuk, was driving the Arab resettlement - much 

to the anger of local Kurdish residents.  Meanwhile, al-Jabouri reportedly signed a decree in late October for the 

resettlement of 80 Arab families in the village of Shanagha in the district of Dibis, resulting in tensions between 

the Kurdish villagers and the Arab families, according to the NGO-funded Kirkuk Now website.  In this context, 

al-Jabouri asked the federal forces to provide assistance for the resettlement of the Arab families, Kirkuk Now 

said.  The report said the families are from central and southern Iraq. Two Kurdish villagers said that armed men 

had arrived in the villages to implement the decision and force the Kurds leave their homes and lands, leading to 

tensions, according to the website.  One of the farmers said that they had title deeds proving their ownership of 

the farms as far back as the 1930s.  Another villager said that tensions had forced the local officials to ban 

cultivation in 48 villages in the Sargarran administrative district for one year, as both Kurds and incoming Arabs 

claimed the ownership of the farming lands. 

 

Iraqi Official Warns of Possible Assassination Attempt on Sadr by Iran, Qatar 

An Iraqi high-ranking official has warned of a possible assassination attempt on Shi'ite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr by 

Iran and Qatar over the powerful leader's prevention of certain nominees from holding any ministerial posts in 

the new government.  Misal Alusi, the leader of Iraq's Umma Party, said that Sadr has been utilizing all his power 

to prevent Iran and Qatar from intervening in the Iraqi political process as the two reportedly try to obtain the 

ministries of defense and interior through certain candidates.  Iraqi reports have lately pointed out that there are 

attempts to give the post of defense ministry to Salim al-Jabouri, the former parliament speaker, and a close 

friend of Qatar, while the position of interior ministry to be held by Falih Fayadh who has close ties with Iran.  

Sadr, who is the head of the Sairoon Bloc, warned that he would only approve the candidates who are free of 

any political affiliation to take the offices at the ministries of interior and defense.  "I will not accept a minister of 

defense or interior who is affiliated [to a political party]," Sadr said in a statement on his official Twitter account, 
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on November 27.  The Shi’ite cleric suggested that PM Adil Abdul-Mahdi present his nominees for the remaining 

ministries, excluding the defense and interior ones which were suggested to be settled in a later session. 

Humanitarian 
 

Heavy rain causes flooding in northern Iraq 

Heavy rain in northern Iraq has led to severe flooding in several displacement camps in Duhok and 

Shirqat. According to local reports in Duhok, torrential rain has flooded and damaged a large number of tents in 

the Sheikhan camp, which is primarily occupied by Yazidi families who were forced to flee Sinjar during Islamic 

State’s offensive in northern Iraq in 2014.  In Shirqat, flooding has also destroyed the tents of hundreds of 

internally displaced people (IDPs) in the area. The absence of effective drainage systems has exacerbated the 

problem in these camps. The situation has prompted the Speaker of Parliament, Mohammed al-Halbousi, to call 

on the United Nations to provide assistance to IDPs in these camps.  The Oil Minister, Thamer Ghadhban has 

also ordered the ministry’s operations room to activate human and technical emergency resources to assist with 

the floods affecting large areas of the country, notably in Sharqat in northern Salah al-Din where at least five 

people are reported to have been killed and thousands of houses flooded due to recent heavy rains.  Heavy rain 

has caused flooding across the country with civilian deaths reported in Salah al-Din, Diyala, Wasit, Dhi Qar and 

Basra.  Although the south is yet to experience serious flooding, the Jumhuriyah area in Basra was reported to 

have suffered a minor flood but the deaths in southern Iraq have been due to buildings collapsing under the 

heavy rain.  With more heavy rain forecast to hit western Iran over the next 24 hours there is a high likelihood at 

least Diyala and Wasit, due to the terrain channelling water from Iran towards the border, will suffer further 

flooding over the coming days, with other areas also possibly affected.  

 

Iraq to launch reconstruction agency 

Iraq plans to launch a reconstruction agency to attract local and international investments in infrastructure 

projects, Iraq's President Barham Saleh said on November 22.  Speaking at a conference in Rome, Saleh said 

the projects will include deep water port facilities in Basra and land reclamations in the southern provinces.  

Railway and highway networks, airports, industrial cities, dams and irrigation projects in the Nineveh plains, 

Garmiyan and Erbil are also on the agenda.  The president said Iraq’s main challenges include restoring basic 

services, reconstructing war-devastated areas, helping more than 1.8 million displaced Iraqis return home and 

“drying up the swamp of corruption,” according to the privately-owned Shafaq news website.  Saleh also said 

that defeating the Islamic State (IS) was an "immense success” for the Iraqi army.  The Iraqi president has also 

met Italy’s Prime Minister Guiseppe Conte in Rome, where they discussed developments in Syria.  They called 

for more efforts to “eliminate terrorism and dry up its sources".    

 

Magnitude 6.3 earthquake in Iran felt in Baghdad 

A magnitude 6.3 earthquake struck western Iran near its border with Iraq on November 25, injuring more than 

500 people and sending fearful residents running into the streets, authorities said.  The earthquake hit near 

Sarpol-e Zahab in Iran’s Kermanshah province, which was the epicentre of an earthquake last year that killed 

more than 600 people and where some still remain homeless. The quake struck just after 8 p.m. in Iran, meaning 

most were still awake at the time and able to quickly flee.  The 6.3 earthquake had a depth of 10 kilometres (6.2 

miles), according to the U.S. Geological Survey. The earthquake was felt as far away as the Iraqi capital of 

Baghdad, about 175 kilometres (110 miles) southwest.   

Economy 
 

Iraq plans to boost oil exports to Asian markets  

Iraq plans to increase its oil exports to lucrative Asian markets next year according to a statement by  Assim 

Jihad, spokesperson for the Oil Ministry.  Jihad announced their plans for 2019 exports saying "67 percent of the 

total for next year will be exported to Asian markets, 20 percent to European markets and 13 percent to 

American markets".  Minister of Oil Thamir Ghadhban "has conducted a balanced policy in dealing with the 

global oil market, maintaining market stability, and ensuring and achieving Iraqi economic interests”, read the 
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statement. Jihad also said that total oil exports and incomes rose in October compared to September.  

“107,821,261 barrels were exported in October, which generated an income totaling $7,908,496,000”, Jihad 

said. The North Oil Company, which sources its oil from the Kirkuk fields, exported 291,253 barrels with 

revenues of $10,339,481, he added. “Oil was sold at $73.348 per barrel in October and transported by 36 

different foreign companies“ the Iraqi official concluded.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Turkish counterterrorism operation ""neutralized"" six PKK militants in northern Iraq on November 25.  In a 

statement, the Turkish General Staff said warplanes conducted airstrikes in the Sinat-Haftanin and Metina 

regions, neutralizing the militants, who were reportedly plotting an attack on military bases.  A number of weapon 

pits, shelters and ammunition depots used by the terror group were also destroyed in the airstrikes.  The Turkish 

military also said it neutralized four PKK militants in the Zap and Metina regions in Kurdistan’s Dohuk province 

on November 27.  According to press reports, unidentified gunmen opened fire outside the house of the head of 

Chamchamal’s ‘Countering Family Violence Directorate’ on the night of November 25.  Hemn Ali told press that 

his car and house were damaged in the attack, adding that he has no personal or social problems that would 

have precipitated the incident.  Meanwhile, students at the University of Sulaymaniyah continued to protest the 

lack of proper facilities in their dormitories, on November 26, despite promises from university authorities that the 

matter would be resolved. Dozens of students gathered in front of the university’s main gate, calling for 

immediate action to correct the problems in the dorms.   

 

Kurdish Assayish also reportedly shut down the headquarters of the Kurdistan Free Society Movement (Tavgari 

Azadi) in Koya, east of Erbil, on November 28.  The head of the office in Koya, Aso Mahmoud, told press that the 

security forces asked them to vacate the building office. “The reason they're giving is that we don’t have 
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permission,” he said.  The party's flag and logo were removed from the building, office equipment was 

confiscated, and the door was locked, Mahmoud added.  

 

In Nineveh province this week, At least 14 Islamic State members were killed in a number of US-led coalition 

airstrikes in the Athena mountains in Nineveh province on November 24 according to a statement by Nineveh 

Operations Command.   Meanwhile, Islamic State has claimed targeting Iraqi security personnel near an oil field 

in Nineveh Province.  IS issued the claim on November 22, saying its militants destroyed a vehicle of the 

paramilitary Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) with an IED near Najma oil field in Qayyarah in southern 

Nineveh.  The jihadist group said it also targeted with an IED an oil well in the same area.   

 

In Salah-al-Din this week, a car bomb detonated in Tikrit on the evening of November 18, killing  least five 

people and wounding 16 others.  The blast set nearly a dozen vehicles on fire, the police sources said. Security 

forces have closed most of the city streets and deployed in case of any other incidents. In addition, Samarra 

Operations Commander Major General Emad Zuhairi said security forces in the province of Salah al-Din arrested 

14 wanted men on terrorist charges and recovered a number of rockets and explosives.  IPS in Yathrib, Ishaqi, 

Dulouiya and Dujail carried out the arrest operations in tandem with PMF forces in the areas surrounding 

Samarra.   It was also reported that Iraqi forces targeted and killed a senior Islamic State leader during an 

operation at an unspecified location in the province to the north of Baghdad.  An IS fighter, known as “Katkut,” 

was reportedly killed, after ISF despatched forces to pursue and capture [IS] militants which had recently 

conducted a rocket attack (NFDK).  According to a CJTF-OIR statement, the senior IS leader had been operating 

out of al-Hadr, a region in the southwest of Mosul, and was in charge of an IS mortar detachment.  According to 

Brigadier General David Doyle, CJTF-OIR Director of Operations, “the removal of Katkut disrupts the [IS] 

leadership chain and reduces their ability to conduct terrorist attacks both within the region and abroad”.   

 

In Kirkuk, local police in Kirkuk announced that one of their officers was killed when unknown gunmen opened 

fire on him on the evening of November 23 on the outskirts of the Kurdish province of Sulaymaniyah.  Falah 

Hassan Khalil, a lieutenant in the Iraqi Directorate of Internal Affairs was killed and two companions with him at 

the time of the attack were also wounded near a local restaurant, a security source in Kirkuk told Kurdistan 24. 

So far, no group has claimed responsibility for the attack and no suspected motive has been announced by 

officials.  Khalil was from the predominantly Shia town of Taza, located in the south of Kirkuk.  It was also 

reported that a squad of Peshmerga forces containing 20 fighters was detained on November 26 by the Iraqi 

Federal Police in the Kirkuk.  Talking to BasNews on condition of anonymity, a source explained that the 

Peshmerga fighters belong to the Unit 70 of Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) who were on their way to their 

bases in the village of Xallobaziani when they were arrested.  The source said that the Iraqi forces held the 

Peshmerga troops in detention for about four hours until a Peshmerga commander intervened in the issue and 

released the Kurdish forces.  "However, their guns were seized by the Iraqi forces," the source said.   

 

Finally, in Diyala province, on November 22, six PMF members were reportedly killed when suspected IS 

militants launched an attack on security outposts in the Hafair area in southern Hamrin region, and five PMF 

members including a senior commander were killed in a roadside IED explosion in the village of Nawadir situated 

on the outskirts of Saadiyah sub-district, 80 km north east of Baqubah  An Iraqi soldier was killed by an IS sniper 

in while on his duty near a security checkpoint around the village of Abu Karma in northern Baqubah, and a 

civilian was killed, and two others wounded by an IED on a motorcycle near the village of Abu Sabaa, 27kms 

north east of Baquba.  In what appears to be another IS attributed attack, a civilian was shot dead on November 

30 in the Waqf Basin, 25 kms north west of Baquba while driving his car through the area. Seperately, it was 

reported that a ‘terrorist group’ kidnapped a tribal leader from his home in the village of Bahiza on the outskirts of 

Jalawla, late on November 29.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

In Anbar province this week, Royal Jordanian Air Force aircraft evacuated four Iraqi soldiers wounded in an IED 

attack near the Karama border crossing between the two countries.  The casualties were evacuated to Hussain 

Medical City where they were met by the Iraqi military attaché and other embassy staff as well as the Jordanian 

DG of Medical Services,  who described some of the injuries as severe.  The Iraqi Defence Ministry said on 

November 25 that a joint Iraqi-US-French force bombarded IS locations inside Syrian territory. The combined 

force conducted artillery shelling on an IS camp known as al-Sahm (spear) near the Iraqi-Syrian border, the 

ministry said in a statement.  The targeting came as part of “ Operation Ultimatum” which has been launched in 

order to prevent the infiltration of IS militants across the border into Iraq, the ministry said.  Finally, at least 13 IS 

insurgents were killed on November 26 in an air operation conducted by the Iraqi Air Force in the province of 

Anbar. Talking to al-Maalomah website, Qutri al-Obeidi, a senior Hashd al-Shaabi commander, explained that 

the airstrike was carried out in the area of al-Ja’ara in the desert of Ar-Rutbah, in western Anbar.  He noted that 

among the militants killed in the air raid were senior leaders, adding that security measures have been taken to 

prevent any possible attacks by the extremist group in the area.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

In Baghdad City this week, two people were killed and two wounded when an IED detonated under a mini-bus in 

Shu'ala, Kadhimiyah District late on November 27.  Unconfirmed, uncorroborated belated press reports stated 

that an explosion occurred on November 27 in the Sayediayh area of West Rashid district. (NFDK).  A hand 

grenade was thrown during an argument near a Shia mosque in the Dour al-Soud area of Mansour district, 

which resulted in one person killed and two others wounded.  Separately, unidentified gunmen carrying 

suppressed weapons shot and wounded a civilian in the al-Rashad area of New Baghdad district before fleeing 

and another person was shot and killed in a close-quarter shooting by gunmen carrying suppressed weapons in 

Hour Rajab area near Doura, East Rashid district.  

 

In the wider Baghdad Province, a civilian was reported to have been shot and killed in a close-quarter shooting 

by gunmen carrying suppressed weapons in Nahrawan, and two unidentified gunmen on a motorcycle shot and 

wounded a civilian in Bob al-Sham, north east of Baghdad on November 21.   In addition, on November 24, a 

civilian was reported to have been shot and killed in a close-quarter shooting by gunmen carrying suppressed 

weapons in Tarmiyah district, north of Baghdad and in another incident, unidentified gunmen carrying silenced 

weapons shot and killed a civilian in Taji district, also north of Baghdad. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Babel, two people were killed in Hashemiyah district south of Hilla when a dispute over cattle ownership 

resulted in an exchange of fire and a terror suspect was reportedly arrested at a security checkpoint in 

Iskandariyah sub-district, north of Hillah.   

 

In Dhi Qar province, dozens of people demonstrated in front of the municipal building in Suq al-Shuyukh, south 

of Nasiriyah on November 26, demanding better local services and civilians also demonstrated in the Aker area, 

south of the city of Nasiriyah, demanding better local services provision and six suspected individuals were 

arrested, and one PK machine gun was seized following the flaring of a tribal dispute in Sayed Dakhil district, 

east of Nasiriyah.  Meanwhile, on the afternoon of November 27, dozens of civilians staged a solidarity gathering 

at al-Haboubi Square in central Nasiriyah, to express their support for Muqtada al-Sadr's demands that 

independent technocrats should be nominated for the posts of Minister of interior and defence.   

 

In Muthanna, dozens of temporary employees gathered outside the Muthanna health directorate in Samawah 

city, demanding permanent employment, and dozens of street vendors also demonstrated in Samawah city, 

denouncing a proposal to remove their mobile stalls from a local marketing area in the city. 

 

Meanwhile in Basra, protesters reportedly gathered in ‘Abd al-Karim Qasem Square demanding jobs for the 

youth on November 24 and dozens of people reportedly demonstrated in front of the Basra Court of Appeals, 

denouncing the issuance of multiple arrest warrants against local activists.  In addition, a separate demonstration 

took place outside the Basra passport office, with individuals protesting alleged corruption and to demand the 
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acceleration of the issuing of passports.  In a continuation of small-scale protest action this week, on November 

25, dozens of civilians demanding better local services and job opportunities staged a demonstration outside the 

Basra oil company with ISF forcibly removing the gathering after thei ycontinued their protest on november 27, 

when several tyres were set ablaze IVO Tarbiyah bridge and Highway 6 was reportedly closed to traffic for a 

period.  On November 28, dozens of teachers on temporary contract demonstrated in front of the new provincial 

council building in Maqal neighbourhood in northern Basra city, demanding permanent employment.  The main 

road running through the area was closed to traffic.  In addition, dozens of temporary security guards 

demonstrated outside the Basra Oil Company HQ, demanding permanent employment with protestors reportedly 

threatening to stage a sit-in and block the main entry point into the facility if their demands are not met.  An 

armed quarrel broke out at an unspecified location in central Basra city.  No casualties were reported, and 

several suspects were subsequently arrested with two rifle magazines and one AK-47 rifle seized.  Finally, on 

the afternoon of November 28, dozens of civilians demanding improved services and job opportunities reportedly 

set several tyres ablaze in the Baghdad Road area in central Basra.  Highway 6 was reportedly closed to traffic 

for a period of time.  Additional OPF reinforcements deployed to the Basra Oil Company (BOC) HQ site after 

protestors previously threatened to break into the site if their demands were not met.  No deadline was given.  

Meanwhile, approximately 40 civilians peacefully demonstrated outside the ROO, with the protest ending at 1134 

hrs on November 29. The demonstrators were reportedly drivers who were concerned for their jobs after the 

BOC ordered a reallocation of a number of fleet vehicles elsewhere.  Meanwhile, a civilian was wounded in a 

landmine explosion in the Ma'amer area of al-Faw district and for the second day in a row, temporary employees 

of the Ministry of Electricity continued their strike that started on November 28, with protestors reportedly 

threating continued disruption unless they were  permanently employed in the electricity service sector. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
 
 

mailto:informationops@garda.com
mailto:iraq.ram@garda.com
mailto:daniel.matthews@garda.com
mailto:gwinfo@garda.com


   

    
  

 

Middle East 
International Protective Services Headquarters 
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House  
DIFC, PO Box 482069  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
United States 
1101 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 1725 
Arlington, VA, 22209 
United States 
 
UK 
5th Floor 
1, London Bridge 
London 
SE1 9BG 
 
Europe 
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
 
 
garda.com 

 


