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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Rocket attacks directed at the International Zone and assessed to target the US Embassy in response to 

President Trump’s visit, highlight elevated anti-US sentiments and willingness from pro-Iranian factions to target 

US interests in the country.  This is not unprecedented or unexpected, and absent a significant escalation in 

anti-US hostilities it is unlikely to affect commercial operations on the ground.  The GoI’s response also highlight 

that US-Iraqi relations remain driven by pragmatic recognition of the necessity of continued western military 

and commercial support which is unlikely to change.  

 

▪ The International zone remains open for public access during limited hours until further notice.  On January 03 

Prime Minister Mahdi announced another extension to the International Zone opening hours from 17:00hrs to 

09:00hrs.  On December 16, the US Embassy issued a security alert stating it has initiated “security protocols 

similar to those used throughout Baghdad during the IZ’s open hours.”  Actions to take listed in the alert included 

to “keep a low profile, be aware of surroundings and use caution while transiting the IZ”. 

 

▪ Political tensions remain high in Basra following a number of protests in Basra City.  On January 11, 2019, the 

latest in a series of demonstrations calling for the dismissal of the Governor was dispersed by ISF using tear 

gas.  Further protest activity, with an associated risk of violence, can be expected in Basra City in the short 

term as long as political tensions remain high.  

 

▪ IS activity is expected to remain high in the northern provinces, including Nineveh, Kirkuk and Diyala province, 

especially in the rural areas.  The group is likely to continue its asymmetric campaign through hit and run 

attacks, targeted assassination and terrorism to challenge ISF control in these areas.  While the group is 

assessed to retain intent to stage attacks in Baghdad and the southern provinces, its capability in restricted as 

evidenced by a continuing decline in high-profile attacks in these areas.  

 

▪ Political focus now remains on the four Cabinet of Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of 

the Defence and Interior Ministers.  Opposition from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of 

partisan figures for the remaining posts means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions 

remain high, especially in Baghdad.  Upcoming 2019 fiscal year budget discussions can also be expected to 

drive protest activity in Baghdad and the southern provinces.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Vote on vacant ministries does not take place; Fiscal agreement reached with the KRG  
The vote on the remaining ministry positions that are yet to be filled did not take place as scheduled in the January 

11 parliamentary session. It appears as though the Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, was unable to get a 

consensus from party factions over the nominees for the three remaining posts. This essentially confirms reports 

debunking previous reports claiming that Abd al-Mahdi submitted the names of his three nominees for the 

positions.  Instead, Members of Parliament (MPs) finished the final reading of the 2019 federal budget bill.   

US state secretary pays unscheduled visits to Iraq, Kurdistan 
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo reportedly met Iraqi President Barham Saleh and Prime Minister Adel Abdul 

Mahdi in Baghdad and discussed the withdrawal of US troops from Syria in two separate meetings with Saleh and 

Abdul Mahdi on January 09.  The secretary of state stressed that his country will withdraw its troops in a "gradual 

and systematic way and in cooperation and coordination with Iraq"  Pompeo also held talks with Kurdistan Region 

Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani and other senior figures in the capital of the northern Kurdistan region Erbil on 

January 09.  The visit came weeks after two moves by US President Donald Trump that have caused concern 

among Iraqi officials: his decision to withdraw US troops from Syria and his visit to US troops stationed in Iraq 

without meeting officials while there. 

US Sets Up 14 Military Bases in Iraq 
According to an unconfirmed press report, the US Army has set up a sum of fourteen military bases for its ground 

troops in different parts of Iraq, including the Iraqi Kurdistan region.  The Arabic-language al-Maloumeh news 

website quoted security expert Safa al-Asam as saying that the US has established 14 ground force bases in Iraq.  

Al-Asam reiterated that the US bases are not for its military advisors or for the purpose of training and said the US 

military bases have spread over different districts such as Baghdad's al-Mosana airport, al-Nasiriyah, al-Qayyarah 

in Mosul, al-Habbaniyah and al-Qaim in al-Anbar province.    

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Vote on vacant ministries does not take place; Fiscal agreement reached with the KRG  

The vote on the remaining ministry positions that are yet to be filled did not take place as scheduled in the January 

11 parliamentary session. It appears as though the Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, was unable to get a 

consensus from party factions over the nominees for the three remaining posts. This essentially confirms reports 

debunking previous reports claiming that Abd al-Mahdi submitted the names of his three nominees for the 

positions.  Instead, Members of Parliament (MPs) finished the final reading of the 2019 federal budget bill.  

According to a member of the Parliament’s Finance Committee, Ahmad Haji Rashid, a member of the  Kurdistan 

Islamic Group (KIG), the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and the Iraqi Government have reached an 

agreement to increase funding for the Kurdistan Region for the 2019 fiscal year. According to Rashid, an additional 

137 billion Iraqi dinars ($115 million) will be added to the KRG’s monthly allocation in the draft budget, bringing the 

monthly total to 454 billion Iraqi dinars ($381.2 million). He also claims that 67 billion Iraqi dinars ($56.2 million) 

has been separately allocated for the Peshmerga.  Under the terms of the deal, the KRG would be required to sell 

its oil to the State Oil Marketing  Organisation (SOMO), with the revenue from those sales going to Baghdad. In 

return, the amount of funding transferred to the Region would be increased. The committee is set to meet with 

eight ministries in the Iraqi Government in order to finalise the budget. According to reports, the increase to the 

KRG’s share of the budget came after a number of secret meetings were held between officials from Baghdad and 

Erbil. However, Rashid’s claims have not yet been confirmed and the budget draft that was discussed in parliament 

did not include any of the changes specified by Rashid. 

 

US state secretary pays unscheduled visits to Iraq, Kurdistan 
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo reportedly met Iraqi President Barham Saleh and Prime Minister Adel Abdul 

Mahdi in Baghdad and discussed the withdrawal of US troops from Syria in two separate meetings with Saleh and 

Abdul Mahdi on January 09.  The secretary of state stressed that his country will withdraw its troops in a "gradual 

and systematic way and in cooperation and coordination with Iraq", Sumaria added.  The US official stressed 

Washington's support for the Iraqi government and its efforts to maintain security and revive the economy.  During 

his meeting with Pompeo, Saleh stressed the need for concerted regional and international efforts to eliminate 

terrorism, according to the president’s website.  Meanwhile, Abdul Mahdi hailed the strength of Iraqi-US ties, 

especially with regards to the war against IS, the prime minister’s website reported.  Earlier the same day, Pompeo 

arrived in Baghdad in a "surprise visit" that was not on the agenda of his current regional tour.  Pompeo’s tour also 

includes Jordan, Egypt and the Gulf. 

 

Pompeo also held talks with Kurdistan Region Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani and other senior figures in the 

capital of the northern Kurdistan region Erbil on January 09.  The visit came weeks after two moves by US 

President Donald Trump that have caused concern among Iraqi officials: his decision to withdraw US troops from 

Syria and his visit to US troops stationed in Iraq without meeting officials while there.  Pompeo discussed Erbil-

Baghdad relations and the US plan to withdraw troops from Syria during talks with the former regional president 

and KDP leader Massoud Barzani, according to the party's kdp.info website. A statement on the website said that 

they agreed that a "new opportunity" has emerged to resolve outstanding Erbil-Baghdad issues. Barzani said the 

region has always believed in dialogue to resolve issues and expressed hoped that outstanding issues would be 

resolved.  On Syria, Pompeo briefed Barzani about his country's strategy and the withdrawal of US troops. it said. 

Barzani expressed concerns about the Syrian Kurdish situation and said that "changes and developments should 

no longer harm the Kurdish nation in Syria ", the statement said.  They also discussed "relations between the 

[Kurdistan] Region and Baghdad and the fight against terrorism".  Pompeo said the US would remain a partner to 

Erbil and Baghdad and commended joint cooperation between the US and peshmerga forces, the statement 

added. 
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President Salih meets Turkish Ambassador to Iraq 

The Turkish Ambassador to Iraq, Fatih Yildiz, met with Iraqi President Barham Salih on January 11, where they 

discussed a number of issues related to Turkish-Iraqi relations. During the press conference that followed the 

meeting, Yildiz said that Turkey’s main priority with regards to economic relations between the two was the 

reactivation of the original Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline. Yildiz also told the Iraqi President that Ankara is keen to for the 

Turkish-Iraqi joint council that was set up to coordinate trade and economic relations between the two countries to 

reconvene for the fourth time. According to Yildiz, the Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is planning to visit 

Iraq sometime after Turkey holds its local elections in March of this year. This would be Erdogan’s first visit to Iraq 

for almost eight years and his first ever visit as President of Turkey. Yildiz added that Turkey plans to have four 

consulates in Iraq in addition to the one in Erbil. He said that his country wants to reopen consulates in Mosul and 

Basra, but Iraq has only approved to let them reopen the latter one. Ankara has also reportedly requested to open 

consulates in Najaf and Kirkuk.  

 

In recent months, Turkey has ramped up its diplomatic efforts to establish closer relations with Iraq.  Turkey sees 

Iraq as a potentially key ally, politically, economically and militarily. Turkey has stepped up its efforts to neutralise 

the PKK’s presence in northern Iraq and the Turkish Government feels that this will not be possible without close 

coordination with the Iraqi Government and the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG). Additionally, with 

sanctions on Iran tightening and Baghdad coming under increasing pressure to cut its economic ties with Iran, 

Turkey is looking to capitalise and establish itself as Iraq’s largest trading partner. Currently, Iran is Iraq’s main 

trading partner and Turkey is the country’s second largest trading partner. Meanwhile. the Communications and 

General Relations Department at Sulaymaniyah International Airport announced that no timeline has been 

determined for restarting flights between Sulaymaniyah and Turkey. Following improvements in relations between 

the PUK and Ankara, Turkey has indicated that it will resume flights between Sulaymaniyah and Turkey after a 

ban was instated and extended due to reports that PKK were still present and active in PUK-controlled areas in 

the Kurdistan Region. 

 

Senior Iranian figures 'visit Iraq's disputed Kirkuk' 

Two senior Iranian figures reportedly visited disputed areas in and near the multi-ethnic province of Kirkuk on 

January 9 and 10.  An unidentified source told NGO-funded Kirkuk Now website in a report published on January 

10 that the representative of Iranian Spiritual Leader Ali Khamenei, Seyed Mojtaba Hosseini, visited Kirkuk 

University's administration building and participated in a seminar about peaceful coexistence.  He was 

accompanied by Iranian Consul-General in Erbil Saadulla Masoudiyan, according to the source.  A Turkman force 

from the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) also shared a video on Facebook showing Hosseini and Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps Commander Ali Iqbalpur visiting the shrine of Imam Zain-Al-Abdin in Daquq, south of 

Kirkuk, according to Kirkuk Now.  The same video showed the delegation also visiting the districts of Taza and 

Bashir in Kirkuk, but the commander did not appear in the last two locations.  The two Iranians also visited the 

district of Tuz Khurmatu in Salah-al-Din governorate and were received by PMF commanders in the area, the 

report said.  PMF north-axis spokesman Ali Hosseini told Kirkuk Now that Mojtaba Hosseini visited Tuz Khurmatu, 

Amerli and Turkoman villages in the area to convey a message to Turkomans that the clerics in Najaf and Qom, 

Iran, are monitoring their situation.  He added that he aims to also visit Shiite Turkomans in Tuz Khurmatu, Amerli 

and other villages affected by a lack of security.   

 

Iran defence minister: West no longer security axis in region 

Iran's Defence Minister Amir Hatami has said that the West was no longer the axis of "providing security" in the 

Middle East, the semi-official ISNA news agency reported on January 07.  The minister was addressing an 

international conference on "defence and security in West Asia" in Tehran today. Representatives from 40 

countries are said to be attending the one-day event.  "The resistance of the nations of Iran, Syria, Iraq and Yemen 

and the defeat of the plan on disintegrating the region indicates that the West is no longer the main provider of 

security in the region," Hatami said.  He went on to say: "The era of Western hegemony and domination has come 

to an end today and they have to surrender to the demands of regional countries."  "If the global arrogance 

continues with its previous manners, the result for them will be expulsion from western Asia. Our clear message 
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to friends and neighbours is that the time has come to take joint efforts to overcome regional problems and that 

peace and stability are the rights of all the nations in the region," he said.  The minister said the US has reached 

a "dead-end" in the Middle East and is not willing to "invest" in providing security in the region any more. Hatami 

said Iran will remain in Syria until "terrorism" is rooted out, while the US abandons its regional allies at "sensitive 

times".  "America is a selfish and an unreliable partner who takes unilateral decisions," Hatami added.  He said 

Iran's military strategy was one of "active deterrence" and that the Islamic Republic was not involved in arms race 

with any other country. 

Security 
 

US Sets Up 14 Military Bases in Iraq 

According to an unconfirmed press report, the US Army has set up a sum of fourteen military bases for its ground 

troops in different parts of Iraq, including the Iraqi Kurdistan region.  The Arabic-language al-Maloumeh news 

website quoted security expert Safa al-Asam as saying that the US has established 14 ground force bases in Iraq.  

Al-Asam reiterated that the US bases are not for its military advisors or for the purpose of training and said the US 

military bases have spread over different districts such as Baghdad's al-Mosana airport, al-Nasiriyah, al-Qayyarah 

in Mosul, al-Habbaniyah and al-Qaim in al-Anbar province.   "Four US military bases are also located in the Iraqi 

Kurdistan region," al-Asam said, adding that the mission of these bases seems ‘suspicious’.  In a relevant 

development in mid-July, media reports said that the US Army was planning to set up a permanent military base 

along the Iraqi borders with Syria.  The US army has decided to construct a military base in Western Al-Anbar 

province of Iraq near the border with Syria, the Arabic-language al-Maloumeh news website quoted Iraqi sources 

as saying.  An Iraqi source told al-Maloumeh that the US decision comes while the US has already several military 

bases in different parts of the Western Desert of Al-Anbar province.  "The US intends to set up a military base 

equipped with state-of-the-art military hardware and systems," he added.  The source reiterated that the US troops 

are present in Western al-Anbar along Iraq-Syria border in addition to their presence at the train station East of al-

Qaim city.   

 

MP says Iraqi parliament seeks to push out US troops 

An Iraqi MP has said that parliament is leaning towards issuing legislation that would remove US troops from the 

country.  "US troops are illegally stationed in Iraq," the privately-owned Sumaria News website quoted Karim 

Olaiwy as saying on January 08.  Olaiwy, a member of the parliament's security and defence committee, noted 

that the Iraqi-US strategic agreement only allows for the presence of a limited number of US advisors to train and 

offer logistical support for the Iraqi forces.  He claimed that Ain al-Asad military airbase in Al-Anbar Province, west 

of Baghdad, hosts 15,000 US fighters rather than advisors.  "There are several other US military bases inside the 

country, namely in Kurdistan, Mosul, Anbar and other areas, all of which are illegal," the MP added.  The US says 

it has some 5,000 troops in Iraq to support the government in its fight against the remnants of the Islamic State 

(IS) group. 

 

Iraqi Kurdish official warns against rising IS attacks 

An official of the provincial council of Diyala in northern Iraq has urged Kurdish leaders to act against rising attacks 

by Islamic State (IS) targeting villages located across the disputed territories of the northern province, PUK-media 

news website of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) reported on  January 06.  “These days the [IS] terrorists 

come and unleash their attacks on Kurdish populated villages in front of the eyes of the Iraqi [federal] forces,” 

Zahid Tahir, a Kurdish member of Diyala Governorate Council from the PUK party, said.  “Terrorist attacks around 

the town of Khanaqin [in Diyala] for instance are on the rise that’s why Kurdish leaders need to quickly act,” he 

added.  The areas that the Iraqi constitution defines as disputed comprise many multi-ethnic towns and villages in 

the oil-rich provinces of Diyala, Salahuddin, Nineveh and Kirkuk, which are claimed by both the central Baghdad 

government and the regional autonomous Kurdish government in Erbil.  “Those areas are disputed based on the 

[Iraqi] constitution, that’s why it is necessary to have joint [Kurdish and Iraqi] forces there to maintain security,” 

Tahir said.  He added: “If they [Iraqi Kurdish leaders] do not act quickly then the terrorists will enter the cities as 

well to inflict more damage.”  Iraqi Kurdish officials say Erbil's Peshmerga armed forces used to secure those 

areas against IS attacks before they were expelled last year by armed forces of the central government.   Iraqi 
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federal troops expelled Kurdish forces from the disputed territories in response to the Kurdish independence 

referendum of 25 September 2017, which Baghdad said was illegal and unconstitutional.  "It was only some 150 

Peshmerga fighters who used to completely secure those areas before [their expulsion in October 2017]," the PUK 

official said. 

 

Shi’ite Militias again threaten to attack US Forces in Iraq 

An Iraqi Shi’ite militia group operating under Hashd al-Shaabi (PMU) umbrella has renewed a call for ousting the 

US troops from Iraq or they will target them.  Jawad Talibawi, a spokesperson for Asaib Ahl al-Haq, said on January 

07 that Iraq’s legislative and executive bodies are now required to prepare the ground for ousting the US troops 

from Iraq.  Talibawi was quoted by Iraqi media as saying that they would send the US forces out by force if the 

Iraqi government and parliament fail to address the issue through diplomatic and legal procedures.  The Shi’ite 

leader also commented on reports revealing that a group of US forces walked on Baghdad’s Mutanabi street earlier 

this week. He called the move “a violation of Iraq’s sovereignty”.   

 

Iraq's Shiite militias expand their reach, stoking tensions 

Iraq's large and well-armed Shiite militias are now running many of the Sunni areas they helped liberate from the 

Islamic State, fostering local resentments that could fuel a resurgence of support for the extremist group.  After 

winning nearly a third of the seats in parliamentary elections last year, the Shiite militias, including several 

ideologically aligned with Iran, are enjoying unprecedented military and political power in Iraq.  Their ascension 

has raised concerns among Iraqi politicians, Sunni residents and U.S. officials that the militia leaders are creating 

a parallel state that undermines Iraq's central government and revives the kind of Sunni grievances that 

underpinned the Islamic State's dramatic rise three years ago.  During the fight to oust the Sunni extremists of the 

Islamic State, Shiite militias mobilized to secure holy places and then grew into effective front-line fighters involved 

in nearly every important battle. They gained legal status in Iraq under the banner of the Popular Mobilization 

Forces (PMF), bringing 50 militias and approximately 150,000 fighters under nominal government control.  Now, 

with major combat over, the militias - some with roots dating back to the Saddam Hussein era, others that emerged 

to fight U.S. occupation after 2003 and yet others that formed in 2014 to fight the Islamic State - are setting their 

sights on political and economic goals.  They are fanned out across Iraq's Sunni heartland, including the provinces 

of Anbar, Salahuddin and Nineveh, home to Iraq's most-populous Sunni city of Mosul. In Sunni towns, the militias 

have established political and recruitment offices and operate checkpoints along major roads (and even smaller 

interior pathways), levying taxes on truckers moving oil, household goods and food.  

 

Some militiamen have engaged in "mafia-like practices," several Iraqi and U.S. officials said, demanding protection 

money from both large and small businesses, while shaking down motorists at checkpoints to permit them to pass.  

The militias are also deciding which Sunni families are allowed to return to their homes following battles against 

the Islamic State, say analysts who study the groups. In several towns, militia leaders have compelled local 

councils to invalidate the property rights of Sunnis on the grounds that they supported the Islamic State. The 

practice has led to major demographic changes in traditionally mixed Sunni-Shiite areas such as Hilla and Diyala.  

With 1.8 million displaced Sunnis still living in camps and in overcrowded shelters, militia efforts to prevent them 

from returning home contribute to possible radicalization, said Hisham al-Hashimi, a security analyst who advises 

Iraq's government and foreign aid agencies. The militias "are an obstacle to the stability of these areas because 

they are banning the return of internally displaced people," he said.  Iraqi politicians have proposed significantly 

reducing the ranks of the militias and either absorbing them into the regular police and army units or designating 

the PMF as an auxiliary force to be called on during national emergencies.  Powerful militia leaders have resisted 

such suggestions, arguing that the success of these forces in evicting the Islamic State shows they are essential 

to Iraq's national security. They also provide jobs for thousands of Shiites who would otherwise struggle in Iraq's 

stagnant economy, their leaders say. (Washington Post – January 09, 2019) 
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Economy 
 

Iraqi Kurdish official says oil trade via Iran 'ongoing' 

A Kurdish official has said that the sale of Iraqi Kurdistan Region's oil via Iran is ongoing in comments to the 

Kurdish service of Voice of America's (VOA) website on January 07.  Last week US President Donald Trump 

accused "Kurds" of selling oil to Iran.  While Trump made the comments within the context of US pull-out from 

Syria, many interpreted it to be a mix-up with Iraqi Kurds' oil trade via Iran. KRG representative to Iran Nadhim 

Dabagh told the website that Trump's comment might have been a reference to the Kurds in Iraq.  He said that 

that "exporting and selling of oil from all the Kurdistan Region via Iran continues on a daily basis... not only from 

Penjwen, but also via Haji Omeran, Parwez Khan [border crossings] and all over the Kurdistan Region".   He said 

that he had "not heard that it has stopped".  He made no further comments about who was controlling these exports 

and sales. However, previous comments by KRG officials suggested that the oil going to Iran was for refining 

purposes. But Dabagh said that he supports the idea of the oil exports and that "trading and selling" oil from the 

region to Iran should continue, adding that the Kurdistan Region should continue with this trade until Baghdad 

signals otherwise.  Last week a report on Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)-affiliated Bas News claimed that 

Trump's comments referred to Syrian Kurds and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK).  Dabagh, who is a PUK 

official, added that US sanctions on Iran have not affected trade between Iran and the Kurdistan Region.  However, 

Iranian Consul-General in Sulaimaniyah Saadulla Masoudiyan appeared to deny Kurdish sales in comments he 

made to Change Movement (Gorran) KNN TV on January 06.  Why would Tehran need to purchase oil from the 

Kurdistan Region when it has some of the largest reserves in the world, he said, arguing that Trump's source was 

"inaccurate". 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

12 January 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [11] 
                       garda.com/ips 

 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Turkish air strikes have continued over the reporting period targeting a number of villages in Dohuk and Erbil 

provinces.  Iraqi Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)'s coordinator for international advocacy Dindar Zebari  

told Kurdistan24 TV that over 50 civilians have been killed in Erbil province's Sidekan area alone by Turkish and 

Iranian bombardment over the past two years.   

 

It was also reported that the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) have 

released each other’s cadres, after a series of retaliatory arrests last week in Sulaymaniyah and Erbil provinces.  

PUK-affiliated forces in Garmyan had arrested KDP official Sarkhel Akbar and, in retaliation, KDP forces arrested 

PUK cadre Peshraw Waysee.  On January 06, it was reported that party-affiliated Assayish (security) had released 

both men in Sulaymaniyah and Erbil respectively.  A number of activists protested in Sulaymaniyah on January 06 

against the police practice of detaining civilians without a court order.  Activists gathered outside the courthouse 

in the town to protest the unlawful detention of several people in both Sulaymaniyah and Erbil over the past few 

days and were believed to be referring to the aforementioned arrests.   

 

Three people from the ‘Ganjani Wlatparez’ group, which reportedly has links with the Kurdistan Worker’s Party 

(PKK), were also arrested on January 08 on charges of selling Abdulla Ocalan’s books.  Ocalan is the leader of 
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the PKK.  An activist from the group stated that they had previously held open displays of the books in 

Sulaymaniyah City every month and had sold Ocalan’s books on previous occasions.  The trio has not yet been 

released.  Earlier on January 08, PUK-affiliated Assayish forces shut down Salim Cinema in Sulaymaniyah.  The 

cinema’s management told press that security forces had “closed the door of the cinema without an official 

statement”.  The closure comes as the cinema was scheduled to screen a film about the life of Sakine Cansiz to 

mark the anniversary of her assassination on January 11.  Cansiz was a co-founder of the PKK and was 

assassinated in France in 2013 .  Salim Cinema said in the statement that it was advised not to screen the film 

despite receiving official permission from the Ministry of Culture and Youth.  “We won’t remain silent about the 

prevention of real art,” the statement read."  In addition, security forces affiliated with the Patriotic Union of 

Kurdistan (PUK) closed down the Ghazalnoos bookstore in Sulaymaniyah on January 09.   

 

Related, Assayish forces raided a property belonging to the Kurdistan Free Society Movement (Tavgari Azadi) in 

the Kalar district and arrested nine party members on January 09 in Sulaymaniyah.  The Co-Chair of Tavgari Azadi 

in the Garmyan region told press that the property raided was an education centre, which focuses on youth 

programming. He added that several women were detained and that the Assayish had not yet said what they were 

being charged with or where they were being held.  In addition, at least two activists close to the PKK were arrested 

on January 10 in Sulaymaniyah, amid continuing censoring of PKK activities by local security forces.  Security 

forces in Qaladize raided a gathering at the town's public park on January 10, arresting two pro-PKK activists,  The 

gathering was held to mark the sixth anniversary of the killing of three Kurdish female politicians - PKK co-founder 

Sakine Cansiz, Fidan Dogan and Leyla Soylemez - in Paris. The PKK accuses the Turkish intelligence service of 

carrying out the killings, an allegation rejected by Turkey.  The events come following the forced closure of a local 

cinema on January 08, that was planning to show a 20-minute film about Cansiz's life, despite having obtained 

permission from the regional Culture Ministry.   

 

In Nineveh province this week, a number of successful clearance operations and arrests of militants has been 

noted.  In Nineveh, four alleged IS commanders were reportedly arrested in a failed infiltration attempt from Mount 

Atshana into the Badush region, north west of Mosul, and PMU forces reportedly foiled a potential IDF attack into 

the city of Mosul on January 11.  Forces from the 29th Brigade, carried out a search operation in the villages of 

Ein Ghazal, Tal Qasab and Talat Banat in Kairouan, west of Mosul and found a Katyusha rocket system that was 

reportedly set up in a firing position.   

 

In Salah-al-Din this week, Islamic State group (IS) claimed responsibility for a deadly car bomb attack in the city 

of Tikrit, north of Iraq's capital Baghdad on January 08.  In a statement published by IS, the group said its militants 

detonated a booby-trapped car at al-Aqwas checkpoint at Tikrit's northern entrance, killing and wounding 15 

members of the Iraqi army and the Shia-dominated paramilitary Popular Mobilisation forces (PMF).  The victims 

of the attack included officers and a number of vehicles were destroyed, according to the militant group.  In its 

statement, IS referred to the victims as "apostates", and "rafidis" (a derogatory term for Shia Muslims).  Iraqi 

mainstream media had reported that three people were killed, and 10 others injured in a car bomb attack near al-

Aqwas checkpoint in Tikrit. In December 2018, IS issued a video showcasing various attacks by its militants in the 

northern Iraqi province of Salah-al-Din where Tikrit is located.  The IS claim was published on January 09 via the 

group’s channels on the messaging app Telegram. 

 

In Kirkuk, reporting this week has been dominated by the raising of the PUK flag outside its buildings in Kirkuk city 

on January 09 and the subsequent fall-out from the action.  Although the PUK claimed that it had been given 

permission to fly the flag by the PMU in the area, it became apparent that the issue was being taken seriously by 

the Federal Iraqi Government.   Kirkuk Province’s acting governor reportedly mobilized security forces in Kirkuk 

city with orders to disperse Kurds celebrating the decision to raise the flag.  Prior to the security forces dispersing 

crowds, people in Kirkuk city had reportedly been posting videos and pictures on social media purportedly showing 

the flag of the autonomous Iraqi Kurdistan region flying over multiple headquarters and offices of the Patriotic 

Union of Kurdistan (PUK) - a seeming reversal in party policy since October 2017.  Kirkuk Governor Rakan al-

Jabouri and the Turkmen Front both issued statements condemning the PUK’s action, a move which has, in effect, 
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been banned since October 2017.  On January 11, and following intervention by the Counter Terrorism Service 

(CTS), the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) reportedly took down the Kurdish flag from a number of buildings.  

Press reports stated that CTS Commander, Abdulwahab al-Saadi, who arrived in Kirkuk on January 09, had 

ordered the PUK to take down the flag, giving them a deadline of noon on January 11 to comply.  Meanwhile, 

fallout has continued, with the PUK having reportedly filing a lawsuit seeking an injunction against the decision by 

Prime Minister Adil Abd al-Mahdi.  Latest reporting states that all the parties involved agreed in a meeting that the 

flag would be removed  from all of the party's offices in Kirkuk, except the PUK’s political bureau and provincial 

office. However, it is understood that the party are still waiting on the Supreme Court’s ruling on the issue until it 

removes flags from all buildings in the city. The agreement may represent a minor victory for the PUK, who were 

previously categorically denied the right to raise the Kurdistan flag on any building.’   

 

In the wider Kirkuk province during the period, Hawijah continues to be restive with an IED detonating outside the 

house of a Sunni tribal leader in al-Hawaii village of Hawijah district, causing material damage; a second IED was 

found and cleared nearby.  Three IS militants were also killed in a US-led coalition airstrike near Albu Hamdan 

village in Dibis district, north of Kirkuk.  In addition, on the afternoon of January 05, a roadside IED detonated 

against a civilian vehicle near the village of Kebaibah in Dibis district, north of Kirkuk, killing one (an employee of 

the Ministry of Electricity) and wounding two others.  Six civilians were also reportedly wounded when a roadside 

IED detonated against their vehicle whilst transiting the main road links between al-Abbasi and Zab sub-districts 

of Hawijah.  There were no details on casualties sustained.  Meanwhile, at least three senior IS members were 

killed in a ‘special operation’ near the Iraqi town of Hawijah.  A source from the counter-terrorist unit told Iraqi 

media that the operation was conducted by both the Iraqi and US special forces.  According to reports, the troops 

were air dropped into Muzairia village near Hawijah, where a raid was conducted which resulted in the death of 

the militants   It was further reported that the one of the deceased was responsible for recent attacks against 

electricity towers between Hawijah and Kirkuk.  The militants had reportedly been in a meeting when the security 

forces launched the attack.  Finally, two mortar rounds impacted in the village of Kurdi al-Nasr in the Rashad sub-

district of Hawijah and local media claimed that suspected IS militants detonated multiple explosive devices against 

the house of the a tribal elder/senior figure of the pro-government Sunni tribal militia, named as Sheik Burhan 

Mizhar al-Assi  from the al-Obeidi tribe) in  the village of Kabbazah in Hawijah district.  No casualties were reported 

as the house was empty at the time.   

 

Finally, in Diyala province, on January 07, a PMU force reportedly thwarted an IS infiltration attempt into Tal Bardan 

village situated on the outskirts of Saadiyah sub-district in Khanaqin and on January 10 a PMU force intercepted  

insurgents near Lake Hamrin, northeast of Baquba, and engaged them with medium and light weapons. There 

were no reports of casualties on either side 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

In Anbar province this week, the reporting period has been dominated by the VBIED attack which killed at least 

one person and injured more than a dozen in the Iraqi town of al-Qaim on the Syrian border on January 11, a 

statement from Iraq’s military said.  The military said one person was killed, and 16 people were injured. A local 

senior police source however put the number killed at three, with 23 injured. The military and the police said four 

members of the security forces were among those injured.  There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the 

blast in al-Qaim, which went off in the middle of a busy market on Friday morning. It was described by the military 

in its statement as a terrorist attack.   

 

Meanwhile unconfirmed reporting stated that US troops have carried out a military operation in the western desert 

in order to secure ‘regions of deployment’, according to a security source from Anbar province.  The source said 

that “US forces, backed by fighter jets, attacked some regions in the desert of Rutbah, west of Anbar, wih the aim 

of securing the region where troops are deployed near the border region with Syria.  The troops, according to the 

source, “went deep into the Rutbah desert, accompanied by Iraqi security forces and destroyed a fuel container 

and a weapon cache. (NFDK). In addition, the Iraqi National Security Council has discussed ways to secure the 

borders with Syria, reported the website Al-Sumaria News on January 08.  “The council probed the efforts 

undertaken to secure the Iraqi-Syrian borders and the results of the joint talks with the Syrian side,” Al-Sumaria 

quoted the council as saying in a statement.  The statement further explained the plans to allow the Ministry of 

Interior to handle the security issue instead of the Ministry of Defence, the Beirut-based website said.  The meeting 

also tackled the assessment of the movements of the Islamic State (IS) remnants in Al-Anbar province, Al-Sumaria 
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added.  The meeting, the first to be held in 2019, was headed by Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi, the general 

chief of the armed forces. 

 

In addition, Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has said that Iraq was closely monitoring the Islamic State (IS) 

pockets located on the Syrian borders.  "The IS locations were targeted by several air raids... The intelligence work 

was "in full swing", the privately-owned Baghdad Today website quoted the prime minister as saying during his 

weekly news conference on January 08.  "We hope to allow the Ministry of Interior to handle the security issues in 

some provinces instead of the Ministry of Defence."  Meanwhile, the independent website Al-Ghad Press quoted 

Mahdi as saying that the government was capable of maintaining security. He also stressed that he had not 

received any information about relocation of US forces in the country, adding that the number of foreign troops in 

Iraq was dropping.   

 

Finally, Islamic State has claimed a deadly attack on Iraqi forces at the border with Saudi Arabia that reportedly 

took place on January 09.  The jihadist group's news outlet Amaq issued a statement on January 10 saying that 

"around" 10 Iraqi border guards had been killed in the attack in which a border post was reportedly burnt down.  

Amaq did not specify the location of the attack.  IS has claimed attacks in the past at or near Iraq's border with 

Saudi Arabia, but such attacks are rare. The Amaq claim was published via IS outlets on the messaging app 

Telegram.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

In Baghdad City this week, security incidents have been low-level and mostly related to criminal activity.  However  

On January 09, a civilian was reported to have been shot and killed in a close-quarter attack by gunmen carrying 

suppressed weapons in the Baladiyat area of New Baghdad district and ISF safely defused 3 x IEDs, 1 x rocket-

propelled grenade (RPG) and two hand grenades near a closed bridge in the vicinity of Daura refinery, East Rashid 

District.  Unconfirmed reports suggested that the weapons were primed to be used against civilians in the area 

Separately, on January 10, an unidentified gunman on a motorcycle shot and killed a civilian (the owner of a well-

known restaurant, named the ‘Laimunnah’) in the Habbaniyah area of Sadr City in eastern Baghdad.   

 

Meanwhile, the Baghdad Operations Centre (BOC) announced the removal of “107 checkpoints” throughout 

Baghdad City. Since the statement was made, a number of Ministries have also reportedly removed the T-walls 

securing their facilities. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs was the first to do so, which is a considered a high-value 

target, having been targeted over  recent years. Yesterday (January 09), the BOC announced that the Ministry of 

Science and Technology in Jadiriyah neighbourhood has followed suit, stating that their aim was to “lift the burden 

on the citizen.” Additionally, the checkpoint that facilitates entry to Saadoun Street in Rusafah district and the T-

walls surrounding the Central Bank have also been removed. Deputy Head of the Baghdad Provincial Council, 

Mohammad al-Rubaie, stated that "the removal of all concrete barriers and checkpoints from the capital is 

expected to be conducted in a period of six months.“ Despite IS being “defeated” in Iraq in 2017, he said that 

continued vigilance and precaution is required, "as the enemy is still ferocious and awaiting opportunities [to 

attack]."  
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GardaWorld sources reported that on the night of January 11 an altercation occurred at the Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq (AAH 

/ League of the Righteous) headquarters building in Jadriyah.  The incident was the result of a number of tit-for-tat 

posts between Al-Hikma and AAH representatives on social media which resulted in calls for demonstrations by 

both sides outsides the respective headquarters of the two organisations.  ISF deployed to both locations in order 

to prevent violence.  Unconfirmed reports indicated that shots were fired outside the AAH building, although no 

casualties have been reported and it appears the spat has been resolved for now following the intervention of Iraqi 

President Salih. 

 

In the wider Baghdad Province, there were three separate SAF incidents reported this week.  Armed assailants 

on a motorcycle shot and killed a civilian in the al-Nasr Wa la-Salam region of Abu Ghraib district on January 08, 

and gunmen carrying silenced weapons shot and killed a civilian in Radwaniyah, south west of Baghdad.  Finally, 

gunmen carrying silenced weapons shot and killed a civilian in Jisr Diyala.  All were thought to be criminally 

motivated. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In the southern provinces this week, a number of relatively minor demonstrations have been recorded over various 

local grievances and issues.  In Babil province, dozens of civilians demanding improved services staged a sit-in 

outside the municipality building in Hamza al-Sharqi, south of Hillah on January 09 and in Wasit province, dozens 

of temporary teachers staged a demonstration outside the provincial council building in Kut, demanding permanent 

employment.  In Dhi Qar province, dozens of university graduates demonstrated in front of the Dhi Qar provincial 

council building in Nasiriyah, over the alleged fraud concerning  recruitment at the Education Directorate; a number 

of tyres were reportedly set ablaze by the protestors.   

 

At least three protests were recorded in Diwaniyah in addition.  Dozens of civilians and local activists reportedly 

demonstrated outside the Diwaniyah provincial council building, demanding the resignation of the governor, Sami 

Al Hasnawi, due to the lack of services and a number of temporary teachers demonstrated in front the Education 

Directorate in Diwaniyah city, demanding permanent employment.  Employees also gathered outside the state-

owned grain trading company in Diwaniyah city, demanding financial benefits on January 10.   

 

In Karbala, a member of the Council of Karbala, Mohammed Talqani, stated on January 08, that the Council voted 

to dismiss the current governor Aqil Turaihi, stating to press that “The Karbala Provincial Council voted during its 

meeting today to remove the governor Aqil Turaihi from his post due to financial and administrative violations.  

Turahi was sacked by an absolute majority" Talqani said.  Some media outlets are claiming that the State of Law 

coalition was behind the dismissal. (NFDK). 
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In Muthanna province, the chairman of Thuwar al-Intifada al-Shabaniyah, (an Iranian-affiliated political party) 

Mohannad al-Zerjawi reportedly survived an assassination attempt on January 04 when an unidentified gunman 

disguised as a woman emplaced an explosive device outside Zerjawi’s private residence in Rumaitha district, north 

of Samawah.  The device did not detonate.  The assailant subsequently exchanged gunfire with ISF for a short 

period of time before fleeing to an unknown destination.  Separately, in Maysan, two people were killed, and seven 

others wounded in an armed tribal dispute erupted in Qalat Salih, south of Amarah and in Najaf on January 06, A 

civilian was also reportedly shot and killed in a drive-by style shooting on the Najaf airport road.  

 

In Basra, another UXO/ERW incident was recorded this week - a device functioned in the Salhiya neighbourhood 

of Shatt al-Arab resulting in a local labourer losing one of his legs. And an increase in explosive device incidents 

was also recorded during the early part of the week which many believed was an indication of a renewed spate of 

tribal and familial feuding. Protester action has witnessed a reduction this week, with the activity now seemingly 

better organised and structured – two failed attempts to conduct ‘sit-ins’ at the Bahriya roundabout near the Basra 

Governate Buildings, the main out-of-kilter events. The usual ‘Friday’ event did see SWAT fire a volley of tear gas 

early on – to disperse the crowd. This period of protester respite however, likely to change in the near future, given 

the continued stalemate at the Federal level in relation to the passing of the 2019 Draft Budget and the petrodollar 

allocation. Armed robbery (2), smuggling (drugs and oil) and tribal violence have also been witnessed. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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