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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Hostile rhetoric towards the US from pro-Iranian and hardline Shia factions underline heightened anti-US 

sentiments following President Trump’s comment about continued US troop presence to counter Iran.  This is 

not unprecedented however and is unlikely to affect commercial operations on the ground.  The GoI’s response 

also highlight that US-Iraqi relations remain driven by pragmatic recognition of the necessity of continued 

western military and commercial support which is unlikely to change.  

 

▪ The territorial defeat of IS in Syria will likely incentivize IS cells and sympathisers to stage retaliatory attacks in 

permissive areas of Iraq.  VBIED attacks in Mosul City and continuing high levels of IS activity in northern Diyala 

province and Salah-al-Din province underline that the group continues to pose a long-term security challenge.  

While retaining intent to stage attacks in Baghdad and the South, the group remains restricted in terms of 

capability to escalate operations in these areas.   

 
▪ An increase in protest activity has been witnessed in the southern region in recent weeks, coinciding with an 

expected uptick ahead of the spring and summer when temperatures rise.  Protests have for the most part 

remained peaceful, with limited effect on commercial operations, but protests this week in Basra City where 

dispersed with tear gas following a confrontation with security forces, underlining that tensions remain high.  

 

▪ Prime Minister Mahdi’s office ordered the extension of the International Zone opening hours on April 01, 2019.  

As of April 02, in addition to one through lane of the International Zone being open between 1700hrs and 

1030hrs daily, additional 24-hour periods of public transit will be allowed on weekends and bank holidays.  

Weekend opening will run from 1700hrs on Thursdays through to 1030hrs on Sundays.  

 

▪ Political focus now remains on the four Cabinet of Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of 

the Defence and Interior Ministers.  Opposition from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of 

partisan figures for the remaining posts means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions 

remain high, especially in Baghdad.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Liam Fox uses Iraq visit to announce extra £1bn to support UK exports 
The government has announced an extra £1bn of funding to support UK exports to Iraq and British firms investing 

in the country.  International Trade Secretary Liam Fox visited the Iraqi capital Baghdad on April 16 for a three-

day visit - the first to the country by a UK cabinet minister for more than a year.  He reportedly met both Iraq's 

prime minister Adil Abdul Mehdi and president Barham Salih to discuss the two countries' trading relationship.  Dr 

Fox also announced UK Export Finance (UKEF) is making an additional £1bn available to support UK exports to 

Iraq, doubling its total support to the country to £2bn.  The cash is available to UK companies selling to Iraq or 

investing in the country and will help the Iraqi government access finance for projects that source goods and 

services from the UK.   

Iraq PM seeks to ‘develop ties with Saudi Arabia’ 
The Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, arrived in Saudi Arabia for his first official visit to the country in a bid 

to strengthen economic and trade ties with the Kingdom. The Prime Minister arrived in the country with one of the 

largest delegations of his administration, containing 150 government ministers, officials and businessmen. 11 

ministers joined Abd al-Mahdi including the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Trade, Oil and Electricity, along with 

dozens of officials and 78 Iraqi businessmen.    

IS militants execute Iraqi mukhtars, militiamen in new video 
Islamic State militants published a video on messaging app Telegram on April 14 appearing to depict the execution 

of Sunni militiamen and village chiefs accused of passing on information about jihadist activities to security forces. 

In the 21-minute propaganda film, which features scenes of alleged recent fighting in eastern Diyala province and 

an explosives workshop, the militants warn Sunni members of the Hashd al-Shaabi militia and local officials, known 

as mukhtars, not to collaborate with Iraqi security forces.  

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Liam Fox uses Iraq visit to announce extra £1bn to support UK exports 

The government has announced an extra £1bn of funding to support UK exports to Iraq and British firms investing 

in the country.  International Trade Secretary Liam Fox visited the Iraqi capital Baghdad on April 16 for a three-

day visit - the first to the country by a UK cabinet minister for more than a year.  He reportedly met both Iraq's 

prime minister Adil Abdul Mehdi and president Barham Salih to discuss the two countries' trading relationship.  Dr 

Fox also announced UK Export Finance (UKEF) is making an additional £1bn available to support UK exports to 

Iraq, doubling its total support to the country to £2bn.  The cash is available to UK companies selling to Iraq or 

investing in the country and will help the Iraqi government access finance for projects that source goods and 

services from the UK.  UKEF aims to ensure no viable UK export fails for lack of finance or insurance and boasts 

of operating at no net cost to UK taxpayers.  It has already supported UK firms in their work on water projects and 

in building power stations in Iraq.  Dr Fox said: "The atmosphere in Baghdad is one of optimism - it is a country 

which is having an increasingly stable period at a time of significant unrest in the wider region.  "The British 

government, working closely with the UK private sector and our Iraqi partners, have a key role to play in the 

country's long-term prosperity.  "The £1bn we have announced today will significantly strengthen our ability to do 

just that.  "Iraq's future is bright, and my international economic department will continue to work tirelessly to ensure 

it maintains this stability, allowing the hard work of its talented citizens to flourish for the benefit of all.  "Trade is 

about more than economic self-interest, it is the means through which we deliver the mutual prosperity that 

underpins our collective security.  "That is the true prize of trade policy and promotion done right." 

 

Iraq PM seeks to ‘develop ties with Saudi Arabia’ 

The Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, arrived in Saudi Arabia for his first official visit to the country in a bid 

to strengthen economic and trade ties with the Kingdom. The Prime Minister arrived in the country with one of the 

largest delegations of his administration, containing 150 government ministers, officials and businessmen. 11 

ministers joined Abd al-Mahdi including the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Trade, Oil and Electricity, along with 

dozens of officials and 78 Iraqi businessmen.   Prime Minister Mahdi met Saudi King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al 

Saud in Riyadh.  The visit reflects “the Iraqi government’s direction and desire to develop its relationship with Saudi 

Arabia across all sectors”, Abdul Mahdi revealed in an April 17 statement on Facebook.  The two countries signed 

13 agreements and memorandums of understanding, the prime minister tweeted.  Earlier this month, Saudi Arabia 

pledged $1bn for Iraq to build a sports city during a visit by a Saudi delegation to Baghdad aimed at improving 

relations with Iraq.  Saudi Arabia resumed diplomatic ties with Iraq in 2015, following a 25-year break in the wake 

of the Gulf War.   

 

Mahdi also met Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman with the leaders signing 13 agreements in areas such as 

trade, energy and political cooperation. During the meeting, Abd al-Mahdi reiterated that Iraq seek to maintain its 

close ties with Iran, as well as the United States and its regional neighbours, including Saudi Arabia. This meeting 

also comes just as the Iraqi Government announced that it will hold the Baghdad  Summit, where the heads of 

parliaments from six countries in the region will be invited to come together under the slogan of “stability and 

development”. The Iraqi Speaker of Parliament, Mohammed al-Halbousi, is believed to be the architect of the 

summit, which will see the heads of parliaments in Iran, Turkey, Jordan Saudi Arabia, Syria and Kuwait come to 

Baghdad to discuss ways to promote and enhance regional stability and development. 

 

Fatah and Sairoun accuse Iraqi officials of undermining US withdrawal bill 

Fatah and Sairoun MPs accused senior Iraqi officials of undermining the proposal to put a Foreign Forces bill 

before Parliament and seek the withdrawal of US forces, notably Speaker Halbousi and President Salih. On April 

13, Halbousi stated the decision over foreign troops ultimately rests with the PM, and alleged requests sent to 

Parliament only cover the clarification of foreign support needs, and an examination of security cooperation 

agreements. He added a continued US presence and Coalition intelligence assistance was needed to prevent a 
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resurgence of militancy and claimed, “Iran cannot help Iraq drain the financial and intellectual sources of terrorism”. 

While the passage of the Foreign Forces bill was for a time viewed expectantly by political forces, this enthusiasm 

appears to have somewhat waned. Ambiguity on the nature and fate of the bill has resulted in some MPs arguing 

the final product will have no real import and will probably end either in stalemate or a watered-down version 

prompting little actual change. However, this situation could yet evolve depending on outside stimuli. 

 

Former PM Abadi says US presence in Iraq should be reduced 

The former Iraqi Prime Minister, Haider al-Abadi, has once again issued a scathing criticism of the Iraqi Prime 

Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, in an interview with al-Etijah Press, saying that now is the time to reduce the United 

States’ presence in Iraq, in what appears to be a shift in position from Abadi, who has previously been seen to be 

a supporter of the US’ presence in the country. He added that the current Prime Minister has been more willing to 

comply with US sanctions against Iran than his administration.  Furthermore, he criticised Abd al-Mahdi’s ability to 

conduct international negotiations, saying that he acts as if Iraq is a weak country. His comments appear to show 

that he may be shifting closer to Iran, despite his earlier openness to the US. Meanwhile, a member of the Fatah 

Coalition, Qusay Abbas, says that the Iraqi Parliament has not addressed the presence of foreign forces in the 

country due to divisions among political blocs over this issue. This admission by Abbas suggests that momentum 

for a bill that calls for the expulsion of US forces from Iraq has fallen flat and is unlikely to make it to a vote in 

parliament. Furthermore, Abbas added that “extreme” pressure is being applied to leaders of political blocs to drop 

the issue. Abbas did not elaborate on where this pressure was coming from. 

 

Rouhani: Iran armed forces 'will never be' against regional countries 

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has said that his country's armed forces will never fight against any country in 

the region.  Iranian armed forces only "fight against aggressors" and "will never be against you and your national 

interests," Rouhani said in his address at the beginning of the Army Day parade in Ayatollah Khomeini's 

mausoleum in southern Tehran on April 18.  Rolling news channel IRINN and international-facing English-language 

Press TV broadcast the speech live.  "The power of our armed forces is the power of the region and of the Islamic 

world," the Iranian president said.  Rouhani also dismissed what he described as the "treacherous" US 

government's "ugly" designation of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) as a foreign terrorist organisation.  

He also referred to the public expressions of support for the Islamic Republic's highest funded and most powerful 

military institution, saying that Iranian people stood by the IRGC because the IRGC has always stood by the 

people.  "Insulting the IRGC is insulting [Iranian] armed forces and the great Iranian nation," Rouhani said.  

"America has brought nothing to this region but hatred, destruction and murder," he added.  "America is angry with 

the Iranian nation because of 40 years of resistance," Rouhani said, adding: "America is angry with the IRGC and 

with all popular forces of the region, it is angry with Lebanon's Hezbollah, with Iraq's Hashd al-Sha'bi and also with 

Yemen's popular forces."  "America is angry because it cannot go ahead with its "deal of the century" due to the 

resistance of [the region's] nations, Iranian nation and armed forces," Rouhani added, referring to US President 

Donald Trump's "deal of the century" aimed at resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  The plan includes 

proposals for improving the lives of Palestinians, but critics say it will probably stop short of recommending the 

establishment of a sovereign Palestinian state alongside Israel. 

 

Iraqi militia aid convoy in flooded Iran stirs diverse reactions on social media 

The arrival of Iraqi Shia militia in Iran's southwestern Khuzestan Province to help with relief operations in the flood-

stricken areas has stirred different reactions among Iranian social media users on April 13.  Iranian official and 

semi-official news agencies reported the arrival of "engineering units" of the Iraqi Shia paramilitary, Al-Hashd al-

Sha'bi, in Khuzestan on April 12.  Al-Hashd al-Sha'bi is comprised of several different factions, all of which are 

closely affiliated with the Quds Force of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC).  The arrival of IRGC's foreign 

allies at flood-stricken areas of Khuzestan amidst political bickering between the moderate government of Hassan 

Rouhani and the IRGC over the effective management of the floods and the relief operations incited many Iranians 

to criticise the IRGC and the Islamic Republic in general. Reported protests that allegedly erupted in the flooded 

areas of Khuzestan in the past few days have added to suspicions about IRGC's real motives.  
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"Why Al-Hashd al-Sha'bi is in Khuzestan? Why [Supreme Leader Ali] Khamenei has put [Maj-Gen] Qasem 

Soleimani [the commander of IRGC's Quds Force] in charge of controlling the flood in Khuzestan? Has he finished 

his job in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, or Yemen? No! but now their front line is inside Iran," wrote one user.  Another user 

shared footage of what seems to be Al-Hashd al-Sha'bi's vehicles at an unknown location in Khuzestan and wrote: 

"Iran is an occupied country."  Another user tweeted: "The most ridiculous news today was the arrival of Al-Hashd 

al-Sha'bi to help the victims of the flood. It is a useless show that they are not just the consumers of our dollars. 

We are not short of human resources and workforce. We need advanced equipment instead of the Iraqi 

paramilitary in our home."   Reza Haqiqatnejad, a prominent Iranian journalist living in exile in Turkey, used a 

recent photo of Maj-Gen Soleimani and accused him of opportunism in this decision. He wrote: "The flood has 

created an opportunity for Qasem Soleimani; he issued statements, visited the [flooded] areas … dispatched 

foreign militia to Khuzestan and Lorestan provinces… not the government, not even the IRGC, this was the 

General's personal propaganda."   

 

On the other side of the political spectrum, the users who support Iranian hardliners were unsurprisingly supportive 

of this move as well and considered it as a demonstration of Islamic unity.  "When the hearts are united, the borders 

become irrelevant. It is not important where in the Muslim world you are, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, or even 

Iran, wherever Islamic Ummat needs you, you should be there," wrote one user in a tweet along with photos of Al-

Hashd al-Sha'bi's relief operation teams arriving in Iran.  Another user similarly shared a photo of Iraqi militia 

vehicles in Iran and in an implicit ironic tone referred to Rouhani's government and wrote: " Al-Hashd al-Sha'bi's 

aid convoy has reached the flooded areas and still some people prefer to bury their heads in the sands". 

 

Meanwhile, the Iranian ambassador to Iraq has confirmed that members of the Al-Hashd al-Sha'bi, were in Iran's 

southwest province of Khuzestan helping out with relief efforts.  "In the past two days, hundreds of tribal leaders 

and Iraqi elites - notably Al-Hashd al-Sha'bi - have applied for visas from our consular offices," ISNA quoted 

Ambassador Iraj Masjedi as saying on April 13. Apparently signalling his awareness of the resentment that 

Tehran's assistance to these foreign armed groups had caused inside Iran, he added that a campaign has been 

organised by various groups inside Iraq called "Appreciation of the ever present solidarity of Iran for Iraq".  He 

added that "a number of public and self-mobilised relief contingents from various cities in Iraq, notably Basra, have 

settled in cities in Khuzestan and Lorestan provinces as relief contingents." 

 

Ayad Allawi of the Wataniya Coalition says PMUs should be dissolved 

The head of the Wataniya Coalition, Ayad Allawi, said in an interview with Iraqi media, that the Popular Mobilisation 

Units (PMU) should be dissolved. He said this was the only way to ensure the creation of a strong civilian state. 

Allawi said that the duty of the PMU had ended following the defeat of the IS and that it was time to strengthen the 

Iraqi Army. His comments, though unsurprising, are likely to spark condemnations from political factions affiliated 

to the PMU. 

Security 
 

IS militants execute Iraqi mukhtars, militiamen in new video 

Islamic State militants published a video on messaging app Telegram on April 14 appearing to depict the execution 

of Sunni militiamen and village chiefs accused of passing on information about jihadist activities to security forces. 

In the 21-minute propaganda film, which features scenes of alleged recent fighting in eastern Diyala province and 

an explosives workshop, the militants warn Sunni members of the Hashd al-Shaabi militia and local officials, known 

as mukhtars, not to collaborate with Iraqi security forces. “Stop killing the Mujahedeen [holy warriors] and do not 

get involved in a fight doomed to defeat,” one militant says before executing  a captive named as Hameed Rakan, 

an alleged Sunni fighter. Another man named as Mohammed Abdullah, who they claim is the mukhtar of the village 

of Big Bahiza in Diyala, is also beheaded. At least seven captives are executed in the graphic film, in which the 

militants pledge continued allegiance to IS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. IS remnants continue to operate in 

several mountainous and desert regions of Iraq despite their territorial defeat in 2017. The Hamrin Mountains, 160 

kilometres north of Baghdad, straddle the northern provinces of Saladin, Diyala and Kirkuk. They have become a 

hotbed for the new insurgency developing in Iraq. 
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Iraq begins trial; proceedings for 900 IS suspects 

Iraq has begun trial proceedings for nearly 900 suspected Islamic State (IS) militants of Iraqi nationality. These 

suspected militants were among the thousands that were caught by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) fleeing 

IS territory in Syria. These suspects were all eventually handed over to Iraqi authorities to be put on trial. According 

to AFP, citing a judicial source, the court has begun setting dates for these suspects to be put on trial. The source 

also revealed that they will be tried in batches. Human rights organisation fear that the suspects will not be given 

a fair trial and Iraq’s execution rate will skyrocket as a result of these trials. According to Amnesty, Iraq is one of 

the top five ‘executioner’ nations in the world. The number of death sentences issued by Iraqi courts more than 

quadrupled from 65 in 2017 to at least 271 in 2018. 

 

Arrest of Cleric in Basra causes tension 

The arrest of a cleric in Basra for allegedly taking part in a drug smuggling operation has caused an uproar across 

Iraq. The cleric by the name of Kadhim Abdullah Taha was arrested by a taskforce for the Directorate of Drug 

Control in Basra, led by Major Ali Shayaa Saeed. The controversy led the Iraqi Ministry of Interior to issue a 

directive to suspend all the officers involved in the operation, arrest the cleric and establish a board of inquiry 

against Major Saeed and the Directorate of Drug Control in Basra. The Deputy Speaker of Parliament, Hassan al-

Kaabi, also criticised the arrest saying that it came about without the completion of “necessary preliminary 

procedures” and called the arrest “irresponsible”  In conjunction with this, the leader of the Mukhtar Army, an armed 

group in Iraq, Wathiq al-Battat, issued a video where he threatened to kill and “gouge the eye out of” the officer 

who made the arrest and forced the cleric to remove his turban, and threatened his family. This led to fierce 

criticisms from the Ministry of Interior, which announced that it will take “all forms of legal action” against Battat for 

inciting violence against a member of Iraq’s security forces. In the statement, the Ministry of Interior also compared 

the language used by Battat to the “barbarity of the Islamic State (IS)”. Additionally, the tribe from where Ali Shayaa 

Saeed belongs to in Basra issued a statement condemning the threats made by Battat and called on authorities 

to take legal action against him. However, they did acknowledge that the arrest of the cleric was a mistake.  

 

Baghdad, Erbil discuss security in disputed areas 

Talks between committees representing the Iraqi Defence Ministry and the Kurdistan Peshmerga Ministry were 

held on April 15, Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)-affiliated kdp.info website reported on the same day.  The 

higher committees have been holding talks for several months on jointly running security in the disputed areas.  

According to kdp.info, Peshmerga General Commander Jamal Iminki told reporters that the smaller committees 

had surveyed areas from Khanaqin to the west of the Tigris River.  He said the meeting discussed a map showing 

proposed Peshmerga and federal forces lines, adding that meetings between the two sides were ongoing.  Iraqi 

federal forces took control of the disputed areas in October 2017 as one of a series of punitive measures following 

the controversial Kurdish independence referendum. 

 

Islamic State promotes account on new social media site 

Islamic State media disseminator has publicised its presence on a new social media platform called Koonekti as 

part of its efforts to ensure online resilience in the face of ongoing crackdown by technology companies.  On April 

14, IS’s propaganda distributor Nashir News Agency promoted via its outlets on the messaging app Telegram a 

new account in its name on the Algeria-based website.  Koonekti's promise on its website to potential users to 

protect their privacy and ensure their posts are viewed "very quickly" by a large number of people appears to offer 

Nashir an obvious attraction.  However, as with previous attempts to establish a presence on other social media 

platforms and messaging apps, the new account was short lived as it became inaccessible only hours after its 

launch.  It is not clear whether Nashir specifically targeted Koonekti for its potential to reach people in Algeria 

where ongoing protests have been demanding regime change for several weeks.  Although its main platform 

remains the messaging app Telegram, Nashir has experimented with a range of established and new platforms to 

host its material. Its attempts, however, have largely failed as a result of a clampdown by those platforms.  Nashir 

News Agency, whose main task is the distribution of official IS propaganda, promoted a link to its "official account 

on Koonekti" via its network of channels and groups on Telegram.  The link was widely shared by the group's 
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supporters on Telegram in the early hours on 14 April. The link led to a page showing Nashir's name and a single 

post showing its name as an Arabic-language hashtag. No IS propaganda was visible on the page.  Unsurprisingly, 

hours later, the account appeared to have been removed by Koonekti administrators. A message reading "Sorry, 

page not found" was displayed. 

 

Koonekti describes itself on its Facebook page as "the first Algerian social networking website".  It says it is based 

in the Algerian capital Algiers.  Its interface is similar to that of Facebook. Users must log in to "like, share and add 

comment" to posts.  The website tells users that "we ensure that your content becomes famous quickly".  It also 

vows to "never provide your information and we never track you."  IS has previously experimented with a wide-

range of other platforms as part of its ongoing attempts to seek suitable hosts for its propaganda.  Last month, 

Nashir News Agency promoted an account on the social media platform GoLike.me, which also resembles 

Facebook.  In February, Nashir set up an account on the Russian social networking site VKontakte (VK), which 

the group had once used in 2014.   In the past, IS has also attempted to expand into several other platforms and 

mobile apps, equally with little success.  In December 2018, IS advertised a new presence on the social media 

website Baaz.  Nashir also previously advertised accounts on the messaging app Viber, Yahoo Together and 

RocketChat.  IS and its supporters have also experimented with a number of decentralised platforms, particularly 

RocketChat where it has so far enjoyed relative resilience. Decentralised platforms offer obvious advantages to IS 

media operatives as the developers of those platforms have no way of acting against content that is stored on 

user-operated servers or dispersed across the user community. 

Humanitarian 
 

Iraq's Sadr calls for more flood relief efforts 

Influential Iraqi Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr has called for providing more support to victims of flash floods that 

have affected the country.  He implicitly criticised the government-sponsored Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) for 

prioritising relief assistance to victims in neighbouring Iran rather than in Iraq.  "Iraqis come first," Sadr tweeted on 

April 14, adding that there are many areas in Iraq that are at risk of flooding from torrential rain.  A convoy of 50 

vehicles carrying members of the Shia-led PMF arrived earlier in western Iranian provinces to provide relief aid to 

victims who were severely affected by the floods, Iranian news agency Tasnim reported.  "Since there are those 

who have provided relief to affected areas in Iran, it is our duty to intensify our efforts to provide relief to our people 

in Iraq," Sadr said.  He added that relief activities should be handled by the Iraqi army or local committees.  He 

called on the international community to provide more assistance to Iraq in this regard, stressing that the aid 

"should not be used for political purposes".  Last week, Iraqi authorities warned of the likelihood of a catastrophic 

collapse of the country's largest hydroelectric dam in Mosul due to torrential rainfall.  The flooding in Iran has so 

far destroyed towns and villages and reportedly killed more than 70 people since March 31.  The floods were 

caused by the worst rain in a decade and the situation was exacerbated by floodwater rushing down from the 

north.  As a precaution, Iraq ordered for dozens of villages to be evacuated. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Overall incident patters in the northern region remained consistent with established trends and as such no 

significant changes were noted this week in the overall situation.  In Nineveh province, IS cells and sympathisers 

continue to carry out low-level attacks and kidnap operations, targeting ISF and civilians in rural areas of the 

province, with a number of successful ISF arrest operations evident this week.  In addition, two incidents were 

reported this week that highlight the continued tension between federal Iraqi security forces and the Shia militias 

in Nineveh.  Two IPS personnel and a civilian bystander reportedly were wounded during an armed altercation 

between elements of the 9th emergency police battalion and a number of ‘PMU affiliated’ members (Reportedly  

Kata'ib al-Imam Ali) in the al-Jadida district of Mosul city on April 14.  In addition, unconfirmed uncorroborated 

reports claimed that on April 16,  a major and several other policemen were wounded when an altercation erupted 

with a group of PMU-affiliated gunmen at the national ID card registration and collection building in Ba'aj.  The 

incident allegedly occurred when ISF refused to process a number of people that had been brought into the building 

by the PMU forces.  Separately, suspected IS militants reportedly abducted two brothers at an unspecified location 

in Ba'aj district in western Nineveh province and ISF reportedly killed four IS militants and destroyed five workshops 

used for making explosive devices in Makhbour district.   
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It was also reported that the Turkish Ambassador to Iraq, Fatih Yildiz said on April 16 that his country’s forces were 

deployed in Bashiqa, north west of Mosul at the request of senior Iraqi officials and stressed that they would depart 

if requested by Baghdad. “The [territorial] integrity of Iraq is an important issue to us and common understating will 

determine the departure of the forces,” Yildiz said during a visit to the city of Najaf. “The topic will not have an 

impact on trade relations between our two countries and will not cause problems,” he added. “We have come to 

have discussions about several topics, especially about opening a Turkish consulate in Najaf province and starting 

the legal procedures to do so. The economic and trade ties between Iraq and Turkey has achieved remarkable 

progress.” Bashiqa,  also known as Bashik, is located approximately 20 kilometres northeast of Mosul in Nineveh 

province, but is part of the disputed areas. Turkish troops were first deployed to the town in December 2015. 

Reuters reported at the time that they were there to train Peshmerga units, citing a senior Turkish official. 

 

A slight increase in activity was observed in Kirkuk province, however, the majority of activity continues to be low-

level and predominantly recorded in the southwestern areas of the province around Hawijah district.  Incidents 

included a roadside IED, a blue on blue incident, and a number of Iraqi airstrikes on IS positions.  Federal police 

forces also continued to conduct security operations in the district, seizing multiple IEDs and weapons during the 

week.  On April 15, an IED detonated against an ambulance traversing on Highway 19 in Hawijah although no 

casualties were reported, and the Iraqi military carried out an airstrike in the Karha Valley in southern Daquq district 

close to the boundaries of al-Rashad sub-district of Hawijah on April 16, killing 20 x IS militants, all of whom were 

believed to have recently infiltrated into the area from Syria.  In addition, an unspecified number of insurgents were 

killed in a ‘special operation’ carried by the CTS, in an unspecified location within Kirkuk province and six IS 

members were killed in separate operations north west of Kirkuk (NFDK) and in the Kobeiba area of Hawijah 

district on April 19.  The report stated that “US Special Forces” had carried out the raids. (NFDK).  Separate reports 

claimed that ISF had killed at least another 12 x IS members in Hawijah on April 19.  

In an unusual blue-on-blue incident this week, GW sources reported that at 0030hrs on 18 April a lone ISF vehicle 

which was reportedly carrying KIA personnel from a previous incident, approached an IPS checkpoint around 

7kms north east of Taza power station at speed, when it was engaged by IPS manning the CP.  There were no 

details on casualties.  

Meanwhile, in national reporting, a number of senior ministers in the Iraqi Government arrived in Kirkuk upon the 

request of the Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, to discuss a number of stalled projects and initiatives aimed at 

improving the quality of life in the province. The Governor of Kirkuk, Rakan al-Jabouri, met with the Minister of Oil, 

Thamer Ghadhban, Minister of Electricity, Luay al-Khateeb, Minister of Water Resources, Jamal al-Adili, the 

Interior Ministry undersecretary, Aqil al-Khazali, and the head of the Coordination Committee Between Provinces, 

Tourhan al-Mufti.  

In Salah al-Din, relatively low levels of hostile activity were observed and reporting overall dominated by ISF 

operations concentrated north of Baiji and along the eastern border areas near Diyala province.  However, belated 

reporting indicated that unidentified gunmen opened fire at dawn on a PMU convoy, affiliated with the Saraya al-

Salam (Peace Brigades) paramilitary forces in the north of Samarra city, killing one paramilitary member and 

wounding two others.  Additionally, what were thought to be the same gunmen launched another attack on a joint 

force of Saraya al-Salam and federal police during its search for the attackers, leaving a police officer, policeman 

and Hashd Shaabi member killed and another paramilitary fighter wounded.    In addition, a Shia Turkmen former 

MP Niyazi Mimaroglu's sister-in-law was reported to have been killed on April 11 when an unidentified gunman on 

a motorcycle opened fire inside a local marketing area in the town of Tuz Khurmatu. (NFDK).   

Diyala province remains unstable with high levels of activity recorded again this week.  Following patterns seen in 

previous weeks, attacks attributable to low-level insurgency, tribal tensions and local disputes, were again 

recorded on a near daily basis in the Diyala River Valley, including SAF and occasional IDF targeting civilians and 

residential areas.  Local officials have reiterated calls for ISF to escalate operations in response to the reported 

entrenchment of IS cells in the outskirts of Muqdadiyah where hostilities remain elevated.  ISF and PMU operations 
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were concentrated in the northern areas of the province, including the Hamrin basin and areas bordering Salah al-

Din.   

Four Islamic State militants were killed on April 12 in clashes with security forces when a joint force from the Iraqi 

army, police and armed villagers raided an IS hideout in orchards near the village of Mukheisah following an earlier 

IED attack in the area which wounded a number of ISF members who were carrying out a dismounted patrol.  In 

addition, four PMU members were wounded in a repelled IS attack on a security outpost in Qulay region, situated 

on the outskirts of Khanaqin and two ISF members were wounded in a sharp shooter attack on a security 

checkpoint at an unspecified location on Highway - 5 within the Hamrin region, located between Muqdadiyah and 

Saadiyah.  Iraqi airstrikes destroyed several IS hideouts in the Thilab Valley in Hamrin Basin, 90 km north east of 

Baqubah on April 14 in a continuation of ISF kinetic operations over the last week and an ISF member was 

reportedly killed in a drive-by shooting when unidentified gunmen opened fire on his vehicle whilst transiting 

Highway 5, near Khan Bani Saad, south of Baqubah.  Four IS members were also confirmed killed in the operation, 

including the so-called ‘Military Governor of IS in Hamrin’ named as Mohammed Salman Dawood.  On April 17, a 

road-side IED detonated in the village of al-Mukheisa in Abu Saida sub-district, north east of Baqubah, resulting 

in the death of a civilian and the Iraqi Air Force conducted at least four strikes on IS locations in agricultural areas 

in the Shakayk region on the outskirts of the Waqf Basin, 25 kms north east of Baqubah on April 19.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Another busy reporting period in terms of security incidents.  ISF operations, backed by airstrikes, were carried 

out in western Anbar, where IS is still assessed to retain an operational presence.  Iraqi security forces said that 

they had killed three IS militants and arrested two others in separate operations in Anbar on April 12 and provincial 

police commandos backed by Iraqi army gunships conducted an airdrop operation on an IS hideout in a desert 

area in the western part of the province, killing three IS suicide bombers,  

 

Separately, what was initially reported as a legacy daisy chain IED detonation in Ameriyat al-Fallujah sub-district 

(See GardaWorld Daily Report dated April 12, 2019) appears to have been a deliberate ‘come on’ attack by Islamic 

State.  Shakir al-Esawi, the mayor of Fallujah stated to press that a roadside IED detonated among civilians in 

Amiriyah Fallujah on April 11, wounding two people.  Following this, another IED detonated when a police force 

arrived at the scene, wounding two police officers, al-Esawi said.  The attackers apparently followed a historic 

tactic of first creating an initial explosion to attract security forces, and then setting off a secondary device in the 

same area to inflict heavier casualties.   

 

In a continuation of the up-tick of IS kinetic activity in Anbar this week, a road-side IED detonated against a military 

vehicle of the Iraqi Army’s 10th Infantry Division in the Nuaimiya region in southern Fallujah on April 16, resulting 

in x 17 ISF members wounded.  Meanwhile, it was reported that PMU elements are on ‘high-alert’ along the 

strategic road connecting Al-Qa’im to Albukamal, as Islamic State terrorists have attempted to cross into western 

Iraq, according to the Arabic-language Al-Ma’aloumeh News on April 16.  “The forces from the 17th and 18th 

divisions of Iraq’s Hashd al-Sha’abi have been stationed along the Akashat-Qa’im International Highway near the 
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al-Rutbah Intersection in the western part of the Al-Anbar Governorate,” Al-Ma’aloumeh quoted the commander of 

Hashd al-Sha’abi’s 17th Division Jassim Al-Nouri as saying.  Al-Nouri noted that the Hashd al-Sha’abi forces are 

in control of security along the international highway, pointing out that his forces are prepared to confront IS 

terrorists infiltrating in from Syria. He also said that Hashd al-Sha’abi  maintains security over 70 kilometres of the 

international road up to Akashat.  Meanwhile, the head of the Badr Organization’s Office in Al-Anbar, Qusai al-

Anbari was quoted by the Al-Ma’aloumeh website as saying that “U.S. forces are deployed at the Al-Assad and 

Al-Habbaniyah bases in the desert of Al-Anbar and are using new methods to attack the Iraqi security forces”.  He 

accused the U.S. forces of ‘disguising’ IS terrorists as shepherds and tribesmen to launch attacks against the Iraqi 

security forces, Hashd al-Shaabi and civilians in Al-Anbar. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

A typical reporting period was noted in Baghdad City, again characterised by low-level violence confined to less 

affluent areas that see high levels of violence and tensions. SAF and small-scale IED were recorded during the 

week in New Baghdad, and West Rashid, likely motivated by local disputes rather than terrorism. 

 

A number of protests took place this week, although all were small-scale.  On April 11, a number of athletes and 

employees of the National Olympic Committee staged a protest in Hurriyah Square in Karadah, IVO International 

Zone ECP5, demanding the payment of their delayed monthly wages. In addition, dozens of dismissed members 

of the Badr Organization reportedly gathered amid heightened security measures in Jadriyah, demanding the 

return of their membership.  It was also reported that on the morning of April 13, dozens of retirees gathered 

outside the parliament IVO International Zone ECP 2, to demand an amendment to the pension law.  Meanwhile, 

on the morning of April 14, a number of temporary teachers staged a demonstration IVO the new Prime Minister’s 

office in the al-Alawi area of Karkh district, demanding permanent employment and dozens of excluded temporary 

employees of the Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) staged a sit-in, again IVO the new PM's office.  

The protestors were demanding the reinstating of their positions.  Dozens of university graduates demonstrated in 

the vicinity of IZ / ECP 5 in Karada on April 17, demanding job opportunities, and dozens of farmers from the 

Kurdistan Region gathered in front of the Iraqi presidential palace on the evening of April 16 to meet with President 

Barham Salih, although they were not received.  The farmers had protested earlier in the day in Baghdad’s Tahir 

Square saying that the central government had failed to pay them for three years of wheat harvests.  The farmers 

say that the government owes nearly 500 billion Iraqi dinars ($419 million) for wheat harvests that they produced 

in 2014, 2015, and 2016.  The central government buys a large proportion of its wheat from domestic farmers, but 
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the agriculture sector has experienced high levels of disruption in recent years because of the war against Islamic 

State.  As a result, much of Iraq's rice and wheat is imported. Australia, Canada, and the United States are the 

primary countries of origin for wheat."   

 

A relatively uneventful period was also noted in the provincial areas, with low-level attacks confined to typically 

violent population centres.  A civilian was shot and killed by unidentified gunmen carrying suppressed weapons in 

Jisr Diyala, southeast of Baghdad and another civilian was reported to have been killed in a close-quarter shooting 

by gunmen carrying silenced weapons in Nahrawan, southeast of Baghdad.  In addition, a group of unidentified 

armed men opened fire and killed a civilian on April 15 in Hussainiyah district, and the son and daughter-in-law of 

an IA Brigadier General attached to the Diyala Operations Command were killed and quantities of jewelleries 

stolen when several gunmen broke into a house in Yusufiyah district, south of Baghdad on April 16.   Finally, four 

suspected IS militants including a woman were arrested at an unspecified location in northern Baghdad province 

in possession of 600 x mobile phone SIM cards found hidden inside food cans, and allegedly destined for IS 

members in Anbar province. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

The overall situation in the southern region remains stable with no significant changes noted during the week.  

Daily reporting trends remain dominated by arrest operations targeting criminality and local disputes, while hostile 

activity remains similarily characterised by low-level incidents.  Accordingly, an individual was shot and injured in 

Gharraf district, north of Nasiriyah, Dhi Qar province with two suspects subsequently arrested in possession of an 

AK-47 rifle.  The incident was thought to be related to a personal dispute.  In Karbala, a professor reportedly 

survived an assassination attempt when an unidentified gunman on a motorcycle opened fire near the Safwa 

University in central Karbala city before fleeing to an unknown destination, and an unidentified gunman on a 

motorcycle killed two young men when he opened fire on a taxi IVO al-Thawra junction in western Karbala city 

before fleeing.   

 

In Basra province, on the morning of April 14, a number of temporary municipal employees demonstrated outside 

the Basra Water Directorate, demanding permanent employment and financial benefits with a similar protest 

recorded simultaneously in Zubair.  In addition, during the same time period, a group of approximately 30 protesters 

arrived at DS 7 on West Qurna 1.  The group of employed individuals were apparently querying an issue with 

internal pay. OPF were on site and the event passed off peacefully.  On the morning of April 17, dozens of civilians 

staged a sit-in outside the Basra Oil Company (BOC) HQ in Basrah city, demanding job opportunities. 

 

Finally, on the morning of April 19 four unidentified armed men opened fire on the vehicle of a police lieutenant 

colonel in the al-Ablah area in northern Basra.  The officer had been on his way home after work.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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