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Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith on 

the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made 

as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or 

the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken 

solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Tensions persist between Iran and the US in light of the Trump Administration’s decision to designate the 

Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps as an FTO and reimpose sanctions over oil imports, with an associated 

risk of increased assertiveness from pro-Iranian factions, Shia militias and protest activity.  So far, popular 

reactions have been muted but the outlook for protests is assessed to increase should sanctions be imposed 

that may affect Iraq’s import of Iranian gas and electricity.  

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  IS’ recent territorial defeat 

in Syria and the appearance of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi in a new video on April 29 may increase intent to stage 

attacks in Baghdad and the south, including the cities of Najaf and Karbala due to their religious significance, 

during the upcoming Ramadan period which commences on May 7.  It should be noted however that IS 

capability to carry out expeditionary attacks remains restricted.  As always, religious and cultural sensitivities 

will also increase during the period.   

 
▪ An increase in protest activity can be expected, especially in the southern region, as temperatures rise ahead 

of the summer period.  A gradual increase in demonstrations related to local grievances has been observed in 

recent weeks and may escalate into larger gatherings, especially in the event of electricity and water shortages.  

So far, protests have been peaceful with limited effect on movement and commercial operations, but disruptions 

can be expected in the event of an uptick in civil unrest.  

 
▪ One lane along the 14th of July street remains open for public access into the International Zone between 

1700hrs and 1030hrs daily. Additional 24-hour periods of public transit will be allowed on weekends and bank 

holidays.  Weekend opening will run from 1700hrs on Thursdays through to 1030hrs on Sundays.  On April 28, 

a spokesperson for PM Mahdi’s office said ISF are in the final stages of preparing the opening of the IZ for 

24hrs which is expected to take place in early May.  

 

▪ Political focus now remains on the four Cabinet of Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of 

the Defence and Interior Ministers.  Opposition from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of 

partisan figures for the remaining posts means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions 

remain high, especially in Baghdad.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Foreign Ministry issued protest note to Embassy of Bahrain  
The Foreign Ministry issued formal noted of protests to the embassies of Bahrain in response to controversial 

statements issued by Bahrain’s Foreign Minister who responded to Muqtada al-Sadr’s call for Bahrain’s leadership 

to step down by likening Sadr to ‘a dog’ and claiming Iraq was under the control of Iran.  This led to demonstration 

outside the embassy of Bahrain in Baghdad and the consulate in Najaf by followers of Sadr, as well as a temporary 

increase in diplomatic tensions which have since subsided.  

 

Pro-Iranian factions reacted to US Embassy statement on Khamenei 
The pro-Iranian Fatah Alliance released a statement condemning a Facebook post released by the US Embassy 

which criticised the alleged wealth of Grand Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.  The statement portrayed the Iranian 

leadership as corrupt and estimated Khamenei’s wealth to be around $200 billion USD despite widespread poverty 

in the country.  The Fatah Alliance called the statement “an absolute and unacceptable violation” and called on 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to summon the US Charge D’affaires Joey Hood. 

 

 IS releases first video in five years of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
In a video released on IS’ al-Furqan network, a man the group claims to be Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi appears and 

pledged to continue ‘jihad’ despite losing territory in Syria. "The battle for Baghuz is over," he says, before adding: 

"There will be more to come after this battle”, adding that the group is now fighting a "battle of attrition".  Al-

Baghdadi further said the suicide attacks in Sri Lanka were carried out by the group in response to the loss of 

Baghuz. 

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political & Security Overview 
 

Foreign Ministry issued protest note to Embassy of Bahrain  

The Foreign Ministry issued a formal note of protest to the Embassy of Bahrain in response to controversial 

statements issued by Bahrain’s Foreign Minister who responded to Muqtada al-Sadr’s call for Bahrain’s leadership 

to step down by likening Sadr to ‘a dog’ and claiming Iraq was under the control of Iran.  This led to demonstrations 

outside the embassy of Bahrain in Baghdad and the consulate in Najaf by followers of Sadr.  The statement by 

Bahrain’s Foreign Minister came after the summoning of the Iraqi Charge D’affaires in Bahrain which prompted a 

minor diplomatic spat between the two countries and also invited comments and statements from Saudi Arabia 

and the United Arab Emirates.  Both gulf states issued statements calling for both countries to maintain close ties 

but by explicitly rejecting interference in Bahrain’s internal affairs also appeared to lay blame with Iraq.  The protest 

note by the Iraqi Foreign Ministry was accompanied by a statement defending the rights of Iraqi citizens to freedom 

of speech and Iraqi sovereignty.  Later in the week, Foreign Minister Mohammed Ali al-Hakim spoke on the phone 

with the Saudi State Minister of Foreign Affairs Adel al-Jubeir, with both sides stressing their commitment to 

maintaining strong ties and expand cooperation  

 

Pro-Iranian factions reacted to US Embassy statement on Khamenei 

The pro-Iranian Fatah Alliance released a statement condemning a Facebook post released by the US Embassy 

which criticised the alleged wealth of Grand Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.  The statement portrayed the Iranian 

leadership as corrupt and estimated Khamenei’s wealth to be around $200 billion USD despite widespread poverty 

in the country.  The Fatah Alliance called the statement “an absolute and unacceptable violation” and called on 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to summon the US Charge D’affaires Joey Hood to issue a formal protest 

note.  Hikma Front leader Ammar al-Hakim also criticised the statement via Twitter, saying the Front “rejects any 

insult by any government against religious leaders.”  Meanwhile, 65 MPs of various political factions reportedly 

signed a request for PM Mahdi to attend parliament to discuss the issue of ‘US’ blatant interference in Iraq’.  

 

IS releases first video in five years of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 

In a video released on IS’ al-Furqan network, a man the group claims to be Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi appears and 

pledged to continue ‘jihad’ despite losing territory in Syria. "The battle for Baghuz is over," he says, before adding: 

"There will be more to come after this battle”, adding that the group is now fighting a "battle of attrition".  Al-

Baghdadi further said the suicide attacks in Sri Lanka were carried out by the group in response to the loss of 

Baghuz.  Emphasizing the group’s global reach, al-Baghdadi also claimed IS had received pledges of allegiances 

from ‘militants’ in Burkina Faso, Mali, Sudan and Algeria, and advocated ‘jihad' as the only solution to ‘tyrants’ 

across the world.  Commenting on the video, Prime Minister Mahdi said the group continues to pose a threat 

despite reduced capabilities and that the footage had been taken in “a remote area.”  PM Mahdi refrained from 

giving additional details, citing intelligence sensitivities, but most observers believe al-Baghdadi is either hiding in 

the desert areas of western Anbar or eastern Syria.  

 

PM Mahdi’s delegation arrived in Paris 

Prime Minister Abdul Adel Mahdi, accompanied by a high-level delegation including the Ministers of Foreign 

Affairs, Trade, Electricity, Construction and Housing and the National Security Advisor, arrived in Paris on May 02 

as part of a European tour that included Netherlands and Germany. Foreign Minister Mohammed al-Hakim later 

met with his French counterpart Jean-Yves Le Drian and reportedly agreed on a framework to enhance bilateral 

ties in a number of fields, including trade, security and military cooperation. Prime Minister Mahdi also met with 

President Emmanuel Macron on May 3, where both sides announced the signing of a ‘new strategic roadmap’ to 

enhance bilateral cooperation.  In a subsequent press conference, Macron pledged to increase French economic 

and political support to assist the reconstruction effort, adding that a number of French companies are ready to 

capitalise on these opportunities.  For his part, Mahdi said the two also agreed to strengthen military cooperation 

to face the continued threat posed by IS.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Continuing patterns observed in recent weeks, Nineveh province witnessed further attempted IS operations this 

week, with ISF killing three suspected suicide bombers on different occasions.  On April 26, one assailant armed 

with an explosive vest was killed in al-Intisar district of eastern Mosul City with local security officials saying he 

intended to target civilians in the area.  Later in the week, on May 1, two suspected suicide bombers were killed in 

Tal Abtah district, southwest of Mosul.  In addition, multiple minor attacks possibly attributed to IS cells were 

recorded in different areas of the province, including an IED attack in Qayyarah district on April 28.  Following the 

targeting of a village in al-Baaj district last week, these incidents have renewed calls from local officials and 

Nineveh MPs for additional security deployments to be made to the province however it should be noted that the 

rural areas of Nineveh have been exposed to low-level insurgent activity on a regular basis since the conclusion 

of the IS campaign and as such these developments are not new.   

Separately, a group of civilians picking truffles were kidnapped during an IS ambush in Makhmour district which 

according to local Peshmerga commanders had been left unsecured due to a security vacuum related to an 

apparent a lack of coordination between Peshmerga and Iraqi federal forces.  The kidnappings reportedly took 

place in the desert areas of Ali Rash plains near Qaraj village and civilians have been repeatedly warned not to 
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venture into these areas. Three of the victims were released unharmed on May 1; a fourth victim however was 

reportedly executed according to national media.  

In Kirkuk, ISF concluded two large-scale operations in the early days of the week focusing on the southern areas 

of the province which continue to experience high levels of insurgent activity.  One operation was concentrated in 

the area of Wadi Shay and resulted, according to the ISF, in the killing of 16 IS militants and the destruction of 20 

safe houses.  Nonetheless, IS-related activity continued in the form of low-level attacks targeting ISF and civilians 

around Hawijah district, with multiple SAF and IED attacks recorded throughout the week, all claiming lower 

numbers of casualties.  ISF also announced the arrest of several members of a terrorist cell planning on carrying 

out operations against civilians in Kirkuk City; the statement did not specify where the arrests were made and 

whether the attacks were imminent but ISF operations continue in the southwestern areas of the province, 

including Hawijah district.  

Salah al-Din province continues by and large to experience lower levels of activity in comparison to other areas of 

the northern region.  This week, hostilities were again sporadic and low-level, including an IED attack in al-Sharqat 

district and the removal of IEDs south of Samarra.  PMU forces also repulsed an IS attack in Mutaibijah district, 

along the Diyala/Salah al-Din provincial boundary, marking the first attack following several months of relative calm 

in the district.  A forceful ISF response can be expected in the area in the event of an increase in IS activity, leading 

to a possible return to tit for tat violence seen in the district previously.  A heightened security presence can also 

be expected in the mixed southern areas of the province, including around Samarra, ahead of Ramadan due to 

the religious sensitivities of the city.  

There were no significant security developments noted in Diyala province this week, where the security situation 

remains characterised by asymmetric activity centering on the Diyala River Valley and the northern areas around 

Lake Hamrin and the Hamrin Mountains.  As usual, incidents this week were low-level, targeting ISF and civilians, 

and driven by an assessed mix of insurgent cells and local tensions.  Meanwhile, ISF and PMU operations 

continued in the northern areas of the province, including Hamrin Mountains and Khanaqin district, aimed to track 

down insurgent cells in these areas.   

 

 

 

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

04 May 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [9] 
                       garda.com 

 

Anbar Province 

 

 

 

The overall situation in Anbar province was unchanged this week, with reporting trends conforming to long-

standing patterns.  In west Anbar, ISF launched two large-scale security operations this week: one aimed to secure 

the border areas around al-Qaim and the other to track down insurgent cells around Rutbah district and the 

surrounding desert areas.  Meanwhile, IS activity was subdued overall with no significant attacks recorded.  It 

should be noted however that reporting lines from the province remain disrupted, especially in remote desert areas, 

and hostile activity is likely higher than what is being reported.  A security meeting was also held this week at the 

HQ of the 8th IA Division in western Anbar to discuss border security.  The meeting was attended by Qassem 

Musleh, who leads PMU operations in western Anbar, and the participants agreed to enhance coordination 

between IA and PMU to secure border areas.  

 

Activity in eastern Anbar remains characterised by non-hostile events with ISF arrest operations and IED clearance 

operations dominating reporting.  ISF conducted controlled detonations in areas around Ramadi and Fallujah, 

removing explosive remnants on multiple occasions during the week.    
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

An increase in protest activity was noted in Baghdad City week, precipitating a likely rise expected ahead of the 

summer period when demonstrations usually increase overall.  This week, multiple smaller demonstrations were 

recorded in central Baghdad, related to a mix of political and local grievances.  Most notable was a gathering 

outside the Embassy of Bahrain on April 27, involving hundreds, in response to comments made by the Foreign 

Minister of Bahrain about Muqtada al-Sadr (see political overview section). Dozens of former ISF members also 

demonstrated outside the PMU HQ building in Jadriyah, IVO IZ/ECP5, demanding reemployment, while dozens of 

retired ISF members gathered outside ECP2 demanding delayed payments.  

 

In Baghdad province, ISF announced the discovery of three Katyusha rockets in the vicinity of al-Masabih bridge 

in Taji district, set and ready to be launched towards Taji airbase, early on May 01.  According to the statement, 

ISF defused two rockets without specifying what happened to the third one but unconfirmed local reports indicate 

that at least one round of IDF impacted IVO the military base, causing no casualties. The location of the discovery 

is traditionally associated with insurgent activity but has also witnessed the deployment Shia militia groups in recent 

years. The Baghdad Operations Command reportedly arrested members of a terrorist sleeper cell planning to 

carry out attacks in central Baghdad; the statement did not specify where the arrests were made. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

Protest activity in the southern region continues to be related to local grievances with gatherings recorded this 

week in most of the provincial capitals of the south.  The vast majority of these events were minor, involving no 

more than ‘dozens’ according to media coverage, but an increase in the scale and frequency of demonstrations is 

anticipated as temperatures rise with associated political tensions over electricity and water shortages.  Hostile 

activity remained limited to low-scale attacks related to local disputes and tribal tensions, the vast majority of which 

were recorded in rural areas and consistent with long-standing trends.  

 

In Basra province, dozens gathered outside the Kuwaiti consulate in Basra City over derogatory remarks made by 

a Kuwaiti tribal leader regarding women from Basra; riot police were reportedly deployed to the scene after some 

protesters entered the compound and removed the Kuwaiti flag but there were no reports of confrontations 

between the police and protesters.  A televised apology was subsequently issued on Kuwaiti television and 

tensions appear to have been subdued since.  Hostilities in Basra were otherwise motivated by local disputes and 

tensions. In a notable incident, a man shot and killed five members of a family, including a baby, in Khor al-Zubayr 

late on May 1, before placing the victims in a car and setting fire on the vehicle and the house.  ISF subsequently 

arrested the assailant who confessed and said the killings were part of a tribal dispute.  Later in the week, a civilian 

was reportedly wounded when gunmen opened fire in central Basra City; the incident is believed to be related to 

a local dispute.  North of the city, an IED detonated outside a house in Qarmat Ali, causing material damage but 

no casualties 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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