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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Current US-Iran tensions, compounded by downing of a US drone by Iran on Jun 20 and the US assessment 

that Iran was responsible for the June 13, 2019 attacks on shipping in the Gulf of Oman, have led to the 

heightened possibility of attacks against US interests in Iraq.  A rocket attack targeting the International Zone 

on May 19, 2019, and the Rumaila oilfield and Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 respectively 

was most likely carried out by rogue militia factions with ties to Iran and is consistent with standing patterns of 

Shia militia activity in Baghdad and the southern region at times of heightened political tensions.  Rocket attacks 

against the IZ are not unprecedented however the threat of further attacks from Iran-aligned militia elements, 

including kidnap and rocket attacks, is assessed as credible in the event of further escalation.  

 

▪ Political tensions remain high in the southern regions and sporadic protests continue to take place in Basra and 

other provinces in the south.  Protest activity, driven mainly by financial grievances and calls for improvements 

in essential services have continued in 2019, but not to the same level as 2018’s “summer of discontent” when 

widespread violence materialized throughout the southern region.  However, as the weather continues to heat 

up, protest activity, as expected, is increasing in the south and with the summer months now beginning, there 

are fears that if the electricity supply does not see considerable improvements protests are likely to grow in 

number, similar to last year, with the possible ensuing violence representing the first major test of Prime Minister 

Mahdi. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest attack in 

Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the multi low-yield IED attacks in New Baghdad district on Aug 06, also 

underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  

Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attack is not assessed to change the security situation in the 

capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attack demonstrates that IS continues to have 

the capability and intent to launch attacks of this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of increased attacks in northern Iraq and fires in rural 

farmlands. Regardless, the move marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has 

been felt in the capital over the last two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

IS claims bombings targeting Shia in Baghdad 
Islamic State has claimed bombing two buses carrying Shia Muslims in Baghdad city on Aug 06, allegedly killing 

and wounding 20 people.  The jihadist group issued a statement on Aug 07 in which it said that its "soldiers" had 

targeted the vehicles using IEDs in the districts of Shaab in northern Baghdad and Hay al-Turath in the 

southwestern part of the city.  On the same day, the group said in a separate claim that it had targeted with IEDs, 

also on Aug 06, Shia gatherings in Baladiyat and Baghdad al-Jadida areas in eastern Baghdad, killing and 

wounding 22 people.  IS claimed the bombings as part of its "attrition" campaign which the group had launched in 

June and resumed earlier this month.  The latest IS claim was issued via the group's outlets on the messaging 

app Telegram.   

 

National Wisdom Movement says Iraq's government lacks credibility 
Iraq's National Wisdom Movement, led by Ammar al-Hakim, issued its first report since its decision to move to the 

opposition in June, stating that achievements made by Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi’s government over six 

months does not exceed 38% reputing the June 2019 Government report which claimed 79% and covered the 

period since Abdul Mahdi took office in October 2018.  Members of the Movement said the report is “in favour of 

the government and aims at correcting its work rather than criticizing it” adding that the figures announced by the 

government lack accuracy and credibility and that the percentage of projects implemented is only four percent.   

 

Iran seizes another oil tanker 
A tanker seized by the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps near Farsi Island has been taken to the southern Iranian 

port city of Bushehr, an IRGC naval commander has said. The cargo of the ship, named as “Hita” said to be 

"smuggling" 700,000 litres of diesel fuel, has also been handed over to the National Oil Distribution Company's 

branch in Bushehr, after it was seized on Jul 31 by the naval forces of the IRGC, Brig-Gen Ramezan Zirahi 

(Ramazan Zirahi) stated.   

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

Iran reportedly seizes another oil tanker 

A tanker seized by the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps near Farsi Island has been taken to the southern Iranian 

port city of Bushehr, an IRGC naval commander has said. The cargo of the ship, named as “Hita” said to be 

"smuggling" 700,000 litres of diesel fuel, has also been handed over to the National Oil Distribution Company's 

branch in Bushehr, after it was seized on Jul 31 by the naval forces of the IRGC, Brig-Gen Ramezan Zirahi 

(Ramazan Zirahi) stated.  "Naval units of IRGC's Navy 2nd Zone are performing duty as per routine and with all-

out intelligence domination to protect the national interests with full force and will not hesitate for a moment in 

performing this crucial task," Zirahi said.   

 

PM sends 1,276 corruption cases to Integrity Commission 

Iraqi Prime minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi has reportedly sent 1,276 files of corruption to the Commission of Integrity 

and is currently working on revealing the 40 most essential cases. Ala Rwbe'y, a representative of the Saeroon 

Alliance stated that the 40 cases being prioritised were linked to significant corruption activity being committed at 

Iraq’s border crossings, the Central Bank, and at other critical administrative offices.  He further added that the 

files of a number of former and current ministers and lawmakers, mostly related to the sectors of oil, health, and 

service projects, have also been put under scrutiny. Committee of Integrity member, Handren Doski, also revealed 

that most of the corruption cases were committed within the oil sector, in the State Organisation for Marketing Oil 

company and in the Ministry of Oil.  

 

National Wisdom Movement says Iraq's government lacks credibility 

Iraq's National Wisdom Movement, led by Ammar al-Hakim, issued its first report since its decision to move to the 

opposition in June, stating that achievements made by Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi’s government over six 

months does not exceed 38% reputing the June 2019 Government report which claimed 79% and covered the 

period since Abdul Mahdi took office in October 2018.  Members of the Movement said the report is “in favour of 

the government and aims at correcting its work rather than criticizing it” adding that the figures announced by the 

government lack accuracy and credibility and that the percentage of projects implemented is only four percent.  

The government’s report also did not tackle the relation between the federal government and the Kurdistan region 

despite its major problems with Baghdad, according to the Movement’s report, which highlighted the pledge made 

by the government’s plan to solve these issues, noting that “some of the work, considered by the government as 

achievements in its report, is limited to some maintenance projects, book printing and the preparation of studies.”  

 

Iraq's Sadr calls for improving national football team 

Following controversy last week concerning the opening ceremony of the West Asia Football Cup in Karbala, 

Moqtada al-Sadr has called for improving the Iraqi national football team.  He said that “although I do not like 

football”, he hates to see the Iraqi national team at the bottom of all Arab, Asian and international football ranking 

lists.  “Either take a firm stance when looking into improving football or forget about it altogether,” Sadr said in a 

tweet on Aug 6.  He also said that Iraq should give priority to hosting economic, security, scientific, cultural and 

medical events rather than sports tournaments.   

 

Iraqi Kurdish party files complaint against April poll 

The ruling party in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), has filed a legal complaint 

at the Federal Supreme Court against a decision to hold provincial elections in Kirkuk next April.  The head of the 

KDP Elections Office, Khasraw Goran, explained the decision in comments on the KDP website.  He said that the 

KDP has "officially filed a legal complaint at the Iraqi supreme court" rejecting the date set by the parliament for 

provincial elections next April.  He also rejected "rumours" that his party had already nominated candidates for the 

provincial elections.  In late July, the Iraqi parliament amended the Provincial Election Law, which stipulates that 
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the next provincial elections will be held on 1 April 2020 in all Iraqi provinces including Kirkuk, excluding the 

Kurdistan Region.   

 

Mahdi’s decision to reinstate general inspectors criticised 

Officials in the Iraqi Government have criticised the decision of the Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, on Aug 

08 to reinstate the position of general inspectors into seven governmental institutions. According to the Speaker 

of Parliament, Mohammed al-Halbousi, this decision is unconstitutional, and it was a measure that had already 

been repealed by Parliament in March earlier this year for failing to prevent institutional corruption. Al-Halbousi 

stressed that the Prime Minister should respect Parliament’s decision and allow the Integrity Committee and the 

Federal Financial Supervision Bureau to carry out their duties in auditing government agencies. Qais al-Khazali, 

the Secretary-General of Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq, also commented on this development, saying that Abd al-Mahdi should 

completely dissolve this position and respect Parliament’s previous decision. Other officials, including the Iraqi MP 

Zahra al-Bujari who is affiliated to the Hikma Movement, went further and said that this decision by the Prime 

Minister is an attempt to bring back old faces into the Government to please some political parties and enshrine 

the sectarian political  quota system.  

Security 
 

IS claims bombings targeting Shia in Baghdad 

Islamic State has claimed bombing two buses carrying Shia Muslims in Baghdad city on Aug 06, allegedly killing 

and wounding 20 people.  The jihadist group issued a statement on Aug 07 in which it said that its "soldiers" had 

targeted the vehicles using IEDs in the districts of Shaab in northern Baghdad and Hay al-Turath in the 

southwestern part of the city.  On the same day, the group said in a separate claim that it had targeted with IEDs, 

also on Aug 06, Shia gatherings in Baladiyat and Baghdad al-Jadida areas in eastern Baghdad, killing and 

wounding 22 people.  IS claimed the bombings as part of its "attrition" campaign which the group had launched in 

June and resumed earlier this month.  The latest IS claim was issued via the group's outlets on the messaging 

app Telegram.   

 

IS resumes claiming attacks under 'attrition' campaign 

Islamic State has resumed claiming attacks under its campaign of "attrition" that it had launched in early June and 

run for three days.  The group has not made any formal announcement about resuming the campaign but instead 

started referring to it on Aug 02 in the wording of its claims.   On that day, IS claimed responsibility for a suicide 

attack in Yemen, linking its action to the global campaign of attacks under which it had claimed a number of 

assaults between Jun 1 and 4.  IS subsequently said it carried out attacks between Aug 3 and 4 in Mozambique, 

Afghanistan, Iraq, Sinai, Syria and Somalia under the same campaign.  Most of the June attacks took place in 

Syria and Iraq but the group said it also carried out attacks in Afghanistan, Nigeria, Libya, Somalia, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Mozambique, Pakistan and the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt under the same campaign.  The IS 

initiative appeared to be aimed at playing up the group's capabilities and to spur its "soldiers" to fight on despite 

major territorial losses it suffered in both Iraq and Syria. It also matched the theme of "attrition war" highlighted by 

IS and its leadership as the new phase of jihad following setbacks.  IS stopped issuing claims of attack under the 

attrition campaign on Jun 4 and published on Jun 6 an infographic in its weekly newspaper al-Naba flaunting those 

attacks.   

 

Unconfirmed report suggests Abdullah Qardash to take over leadership of IS 

A press report in Al Forat news on Aug 07 stated that Fadhil Abu Ragheef described as a ‘security expert’ said via 

his twitter account (92,000 followers) that Abdullah Qardash has been nominated by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi to be 

the new leader of Islamic State.  The report said that Qardash, a Turkman, and former Iraqi Army officer from Tal 

Afar, had been previously held in Bucca prison in Basra after being arrested by US troops post 2003 and was the 

senior Al-Sharia Judge for al-Qaeda in Iraq and a graduate of the Grand Imam College in Mosul", adding that 

Qardash was “close to the leader Abu Alaa al-Afri and was characterized by cruelty, authoritarianism and 

militancy”.   
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PMF announce crackdown on crime in Baghdad, arrest a ‘Mafia chief” 

Meanwhile, on Aug 05, the PMF announced the arrest of one of the main ‘Mafia Chiefs’ in Baghdad city.  A press 

release by the Hashd al-Shaabi Security Directorate stated that the suspect was arrested during a comprehensive 

operation to root out gambling mafias, drug dealers, and the sex trafficking market.  The mafia chief was identified 

as Haji Hamza al-Shammari.  According to the press release, Shammari was also said to be instrumental in the 

control of illegal gambling dens, strip clubs, and drugs trafficking.   

 

PM orders withdrawal of 30th Brigade PMF from Nineveh  

On Aug 05, the Iraqi PM Abdul Mahdi ordered the PMF’s 30th Brigade (AKA the Shabak Militia) to withdraw from 

all their checkpoints in Nineveh and hand over security of the region to the Peshmerga according to reporting.  

Iraqi MP Haneen Al Qaddu called for a peaceful protest against the decision, saying that it did not represent the 

will of the people and would harm the security situation in the area. Hundreds of supporters of the 30th Bde 

subsequently held a demonstration in the Gogjali district in eastern Mosul city, denouncing the Iraqi government's 

decision.  It was also reported that protesters blocked the Mosul - Erbil MSR on Aug 05 and a number of tents 

were installed in the vicinity. A number of Iraqi Army vehicles were also reportedly stoned by the protesters as they 

passed through the area although no casualties were reported. The Shabak armed militia was ordered by the PM' 

office to effectively abandon all fixed security checkpoints on Mosul-Erbil highway as of 0800hrs on Aug 05.   

Economy 
 
Iraq, Kuwait agree on developing border oilfields 

Iraq and Kuwait signed a contract with British energy advisory firm ERC Equipoise on Aug 02 to conduct a study 

on the development of border oilfields. The contract “is an important step to strengthen bilateral relations” and 

reflects the Iraqi government’s “keenness on solving all outstanding issues between the two countries in all fields 

including oil and energy”, said head of the Iraqi oil ministry’s contracting and licensing department Abdul Mahdi al-

Amidi.  “The international consultant will provide all information related to oil reservoirs and reserves and other 

information that paves the way for joint investment between Iraq and Kuwait,” Amidi stated.  Meanwhile, the 

ministry’s spokesman Asim Jihad stressed the importance of the agreement, which provides for the development 

of the cross-border oilfields in a way that “guarantees each side’s rights in these fields”, the statement said.  This 

agreement is a “first step towards the conclusion of new agreements to regulate the optimal investment and 

development of cross-border oilfields with neighbouring countries in accordance with international agreements and 

mechanisms”, Jihad added.  For his part, head of the Kuwaiti side, oil ministry under-secretary Sheikh Talal al-

Fahd al-Sabah, hailed the bilateral relations between the two countries and praised the efforts exerted by the joint 

committee that  culminated with this “historic” agreement, the Iraqi oil ministry's statement said.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the Kurdistan region, and according to reports, an operation carried out by Turkish forces “neutralized” two 

participants in the planning of the attack on the Turkish consulate officer in Erbil, Osman Kose, on Jul 17.  Turkish 

security sources told press that on Jul 30, the intelligence service and the army carried out the operation in the 

area of "Kara" in northern Iraq.  The sources pointed out that the operation targeted a car carrying two gunmen, 

"Haji Kurhan" and "Metin Akgun".  Kurhan was described as the leader of the so-called Kurdistan Freedom Hawks 

and was “among the most trusted elements of the leadership of the PKK”.  Meanwhile, Operation “Claw 2”, the 

Turkish operation targeting PKK militants in northern Iraq has continued unabated.  PKK militia were reportedly 

targeted and killed in the Metina, Gara and Zap regions of northern Dohuk province, and the Hakurk region of 

northern Erbil province.  The Turkish MOD stated that a total of 80 terrorists have been killed since the start of the 

operation in late May.   

 

In Nineveh province this week, Iraqi forces, with the support of US-led coalition aircraft, launched parallel military 

operations on Aug 05 in order to eliminate IS remnants of the Islamic State in different parts of Nineveh and Diyala 

provinces.  Operations carried out in the third phase of Operation “Will of Victory” in Nineveh province included the 

Atshana heights, the Badush mountain range, Sheikh Ibrahim, and the Khat al-Lain areas, according to a 

statement by Iraq’s Joint Operations Command.  Meanwhile, following this week’s reporting that the PMU’s 30th 
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(Shabak) Bde had been ordered to leave the Nineveh plains area, to be replaced by the IA and the resulting 

protests over the decision, it appears that an agreement has been reached.  Baghdad sent the Iraqi army’s 

Commander-in-Chief Uthman al-Ghanemi, deputy commander of the joint operations forces Abdulameer Yarallah, 

and the Chairman of the PMF Falih al-Fayyadh, on the morning of Aug 06 to meet with the Governor of Nineveh 

Province, Mansour al-Murayeed, to resolve this crisis. Following the meeting, al-Fayyadh stated in a press 

conference that they agreed to set up a joint force that which will include 250 fighters from the 30th Brigade to hold 

the checkpoints in Nineveh Province. This prompted the protesters to announce that they would reopen the Erbil-

Mosul Highway since their demands were met.   

 

In Kirkuk province, Iraqi operations command in coordination with US-led coalition warplanes reportedly killed 6 x 

IS insurgents in Makhmour on Aug 04.  The airstrike targeted militants near Qarachokh Mountain and the village 

of al-Samr, some 60 kilometres south of Erbil, the ISF said in a statement.  Meanwhile, Iraq’s military also 

announced on the afternoon of Aug 04 that counter-terrorism forces, with the support of Iraqi and US-led coalition 

aircrafts, carried out “Operation New Dawn” against IS militants in the Hawija, Rashad, and Abasi areas, located 

southwest of Kirkuk Province.  The attack reportedly killed a number of terrorists and led to the seizure of 

improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and destruction of underground tunnels, according to the statement. “It comes 

as part of pre-emptive operations to track the remnants of terrorist gangs in these areas,” the military statement 

said.  

 

Meanwhile, according to Kurdish outlet, NRT, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and the Kurdistan Democratic 

Party (KDP) met with members of the Kirkuk Provincial Council on Aug 08 to discuss the election of a new Governor 

in Kirkuk. According to the report, the two parties will be meeting with members of the Brotherhood List, which is 

a group of provincial council members made up of ethnic Kurds.  While meetings between the PUK and KDP have 

often resulted in a lack of agreement, the head of the PUK office in Kirkuk, Aso Mamand, stated that the decision 

for the Kirkuk Governorship should take place within 45 days. If an agreement is reached, Arab and Turkmen 

leaders and parties will protest the decision that will be made without their inclusion. This comes after the Iraqi 

Parliament passed the 2020 Provincial Elections law two weeks ago, which included Kirkuk Province in the 

elections for the first time.   

 

In Salah-al-Din, two ISF members were wounded when a roadside IED detonated in the Senia subdistrict and a  

combined force of the PMF’s 41st Bde (Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq AAH) and Federal Police launched a clearance operation 

in Sayed Ghraib, Tal al-Dahab villages in Dujail and Yathrib sub-districts.  On Aug 08, numerous local press 

reporting has stated that a number of PMF members insulted a Kurdish policeman, Zanun Barzinji, who was on 

duty at the time, and then attacked him, also confiscating his weapon.  Separately, a policeman was reportedly 

kidnapped and beheaded by suspected IS militants IVO al-Adriyah village near al-Ishaqi sub-district and three 

civilians were wounded when a roadside IED detonated in Bayji district.  

 

Finally, in Diyala province, Kurdish Peshmerga and Iraqi armed forces launched a rare joint operation against IS 

militants in Kolajo, Diyala province on the morning of Aug 05 days after militants killed four Kurdish security 

personnel in the disputed area.  Brigadier General Kamal Mahmood, commander of the Peshmerga Infantry Force 

Brigade 5, stated that “The objective behind this operation is to pursue IS militants and troublemakers in this 

region”.  Mahmood’s forces have reportedly been deployed by the Ministry of Peshmerga to reinforce troops 

already stationed on the Kifri front. They are joined by Brigade 131 of the Peshmerga 70 Unit, a force affiliated 

with the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK).  “We will increase watch posts in Kolajo, and we have brought in more 

reinforcements and will station them in newly established frontlines,” Mahmood said  

 

PM Abdul-Mahdi also reportedly visited Diyala early on Aug 05 to supervise the third phase of “Will of Victory” – a 

military campaign launched in July targeting IS sleeper cells, hideouts, and weapons caches across the country’s 

north western provinces and disputed territories including the areas of Al-Miqdadiyah, Jalawla and Khanaqin in 

Diyala (east of Baghdad) and Telal al-Atshana, the Badush mountain range and Sheikh Ibrahim in Nineveh.  The 

government announced the first phase of Operation Will of Victory on Jul 7 and the second on Jul 20.  Units from 
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the army, police and Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) are reportedly taking part in the offensive.  Meanwhile, 

Brigadier General Yahya Rasool, spokesperson for the Iraqi Joint Operations Command, acknowledged IS has 

increased its activities in the disputed areas, but insisted the threat will be removed through coordination with the 

Peshmerga. “We have controlled a 605-kilometer-long border with Syria” he told press, “and we carry out special 

operations into areas where IS militants are hiding.”   

 

ISF reportedly targeted two IS positions with mortars in the Mutaibijah region near the provincial boundaries of 

Salah-al-Din on Aug 08 and four IS would-be suicide bombers were killed in an intelligence-led operation carried 

in the Wadi al-Kelal on the outskirts of al-Nida Basin in Muqdadiyah district.  The militants were reportedly planning 

to stage terror attacks during the upcoming Eid period in three different cities in Diyala province. (NFDK).   

 

Finally, Iraqi officials in Diyala announced that they would be setting a strategic plan to secure areas in the Province 

during the Eid al-Adha holidays to protect citizens celebrating this occasion. According to Faisal al-Abadi, the 

Diyala Police Chief, the strategy will require 10,000 members of the security forces and include surrounding 

religious areas, public parks, and commercial streets with multiple security parameters to prevent potential Islamic 

State (IS) infiltrations.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

The western areas of Anbar province remain relatively active with high levels of violence noted around Qaim and 

Hit.  This is attributable to the continuing presence of IS cells in the area, benefitting from being able to roam with 

relative impunity around the open desert areas.  GW sources reported that an IA CP IVO the Albostamia area 

(14kms north west of Hit) was attacked by probable IS snipers resulting in 2 x IA soldiers wounded and a roadside 

IED detonated near a PMF member on 95 Kilo in Hit on Aug 08. Meanwhile, and according to press reports, 

authorities in the Iraqi province of Anbar have denied reports that they are holding discussions with US forces in 

the province. "The local government in Anbar is not authorized to hold any meetings with the U.S. troops stationed 

in the country", Farhan Mohammed al-Duleimi, a member of Anbar Provincial Council, told press on Aug 06.  The 

Federal Government "has the exclusive right to do so under a previous agreement with the American troops" 

Duleimi added, stating that US troop presence in Iraq "is a sovereign decision and the local government [of Anbar] 

cannot take any decision on that matter".  

 

Meanwhile, Iraq’s al-Qa’im border crossing with Syria in western Anbar Province is due to reopen on Sep 01, 

according to the Anbar Provincial Council. Reports of the border crossing’s reopening had been growing in recent 

weeks. Cross-border operations against remnant IS cells have been ongoing between the Iraqi Security Forces 

(ISF) and the Syrian Arab Army (SAA). The reopening would suggest that security around al-Qa’im, the last territory 

captured from the IS in Iraq, has improved enough to allow for normal traffic between the two countries.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

The reporting period has been dominated by the IS-claimed multi low-yield IED attacks in a number of areas within 

Baghdad city on Aug 06.  Reports indicated that on the afternoon of Aug 06, three people were wounded when an 

IED detonated near a football field in Baghdad al-Jadida area of New Baghdad district.  Also in New Baghdad, an 

IED detonated near markets in Baladiyat neighbourhood resulting in the wounding of two civilians.  In addition, ISF 

EOD dismantled an IED planted on a main road in al-Turath neighbourhood in West Rashid district, without 

incident.   Two civilians were wounded in a road-side IED detonation in the Shaab area, Adhamiyah district and 

ISF EOD safely defused another road-side IED in the Baya’a area of West Rashid district.  IS subsequently claimed 

responsibility for the attacks, and, if their involvement is confirmed, demonstrates that IS retain the ability to launch 

IED attacks within the city environs, using historical terrorist networks.  Meanwhile, violent trends in Baghdad city 

remained unchanged from previous weeks and as such driven by criminal activity and local tensions confined to 

areas typically associated with high levels of violence.  An uptick in tribal violence has also been noted, as tempers 

fray during the hot summer temperatures.  A civilian's house was reported to have been subjected to a tribal-

related SAF attack in the 60 Street area in Doura, with light and medium calibre weapons reportedly used and 

another tribal related SAF attack took place against a civilian house in Hay Urr in Adhamiyah district on Aug 03.  

No casualties were reported in either incident.  

 

Small-scale, long standing demonstrations have continued unabated in the City with approximately 30 graduate 

students continuing to hold their demonstration near the Ministry of Oil in the Zayouna area, demanding 

employment and 50 graduate students protesting near the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
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in the Sadoun area, demanding to be hired.  Approximately 75 former Saddam-era political prisoners have also 

demonstrated all week in the Karada area, demanding compensation from their time spent as a prisoners.   

 

Finally, Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi announced on Aug 04 that the Baghdad International Airport Road (BIAP 

road) would be open from the first day of Eid (Aug 11/ 12). The intention will be to remove the Falcon 1 Checkpoint, 

which is currently situated approximately 500m from Um Al Tobool Mosque in Yarmouk district. GW callsigns have 

confirmed that as at Aug 07, Falcon 1 has already been dismantled.  The move appears to be linked to the 

continuation of the demilitarization of the International Zone, which has recently seen a number of roads reopened 

and T-Walls removed. Following the removal of the checkpoint, air travel ticket and passport holders will be able 

to proceed directly to the terminal. The plan to ease access to the airport will be a gradual process over a number 

of weeks and will start between the hours of 1800hrs and 1300hrs only. It is currently planned that all military traffic 

will be redirected to use the route into Gate 4 on the Abu Ghraib road.  G4s who provide security at the airport 

have confirmed that the overall security layers will remain at the airport, although private cars will now be permitted 

to enter (previously only vehicles with permits could enter).  The car park at BIAP has been revamped and is now 

charging, akin to a UK NPC car park. 

 

A relatively calm period was observed in the provincial areas, with incidents recorded in areas typically 

characterised by violence.  However, on the morning of Aug 07, twelve people were reportedly killed and a 

thirteenth wounded when a gunman carrying a silenced weapon opened fire in the al-Alif neighbourhood of Sabaa 

al-Bour area, north of Baghdad.  All victims were from one family and the motivation for the attack remains 

unknown, although unconfirmed reports claimed that the incident was in relation to an honour killing.  Elsewhere,  

an Iraqi Army officer was killed, and four conscripts were wounded when a road-side IED detonated against a 

military vehicle belonging to the 55th Brigade, 17th IA Infantry Division, near the village of Albu Amir in Radwaniyah 

region, south west of Baghdad and an Atomics MQ-1C Gray Eagle crashed in the Radwaniyah district south of 

Baghdad on Aug 07.  The drone was reported to be of US origin and was recovered by the ISF.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

In Wasit province this week, limited demonstration activity has been evident.  On the morning of Aug 04, a number 

of temporary teachers demonstrated in front of the provincial council building in Kut, demanding permanent 

employment and on Aug 06, approximately 20 civilians demonstrated in front of the Wasit power station, 

demanding employment at the station.  A police lieutenant was also reportedly killed during an exchange of gunfire 

with several members of an armed robbery gang at an unspecified location south of Aziziyah. 

 

Sunni-insurgency related activity has continued in Babil province during the reporting period.  Two PMU members 

were wounded in an IED detonation in the Bahbahan area in Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, north of Hillah on Aug 03 

and a further two PMU members from the 47th Bde (Saraya al-Difa' al-Sha'abi (Kata'ib Hezbollah)) were wounded 

when a road-side IED detonated against their vehicle in the Fadhiliyah area of Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, 

Musayyib.  Five mortar shells also reportedly landed near a PMU security checkpoint in al-Abid Wais in Jurf al-

Sakhar sub-district, north of Hillah.  No casualties were reported.  Separately, in Diwaniyah, on the morning of Aug 

06, a number of employees gathered outside the Health Directorate in Diwaniyah city, demanding payment of 

delayed monthly wages.  It was also reported that a gunman in Hay al-Askri area shot at civilians, wounding one 

ISF member and three civilians. (NFDK).    

 

On the morning of Aug 07, workers in Dhi Qar’s Nasiriya Thermal Power Station protested in front of their 

workplace demanding that the Minister of Electricity renounce the Ministry’s decision to turn the station into an 

investment project.  According to the protesters, the station, which was built in the 1970s, should remain 
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nationalised and that another investment-funded power plant is built.  The protesters stated that attempts to turn 

the power station into an investment project would end up costing hundreds of workers their jobs.  According to 

the Provincial Government, the Nasiriya Thermal Power Station currently produces 400 megawatts out of the 1100 

megawatts needed for the Province. 

 

Meanwhile, the Provincial Council said on Aug 04 that it will open up candidacy for the position of governor until 

next Thursday (Aug 15) in light of a lack of agreement among council members. The delay hopes to give council 

members more time to agree on a suitable candidate for the governor post.  As a result, a group of protesters took 

to the streets of Dhi Qar Province calling for an independent Provincial Governor. The protesters demanded that 

a new and independent governor be nominated for the position after the former Governor was sacked for corruption 

charges last week.  Following the sacking, the Provincial Council assigned a temporary deputy Governor, a move 

which the protesters rejected.  As a result, the provincial council announced that it would allow citizens to nominate 

themselves for the role if they are qualified since no political agreement has been reached. It is expected that the 

Province will have a new governor within the coming weeks.   

 

In Maysan province, aapproximately 30 teachers demonstrated in Maysan, demanding employment and the same 

number of civilians demonstrated in the Dur al-Nafit area, demanding employment.  Finally, approximately 30 

civilians demonstrated near the Maysan Oil company in the Dur al-Nafit area, demanding employment.  Similarly, 

demonstration action was noted in Najaf.  On Aug 04, a number of people reportedly demonstrated outside the 

Electricity Directorate in al-Abbasiyah sub-district, north east of Najaf, over poor power provision and 30 civilians 

demonstrated in the Kufa area of Najaf city, demanding employment.  Finally, approximately 150 civilians 

demonstrated in Abbasiyah subdistrict, demanding better services.   

 

In Basra province the reporting period saw a decrease in the number of violent acts in Basra, but all remained 

within the normal parameters of criminality, intimidation and tribally-related incidents.  In a diversion from the norm, 

a foreign PSC team was targeted with a low-yield roadside IED on a main road west of Basra Airport on the 

afternoon of Aug 06.  One vehicle suffered some relatively minor damage, but the team was able to reach its 

destination and no casualties were reported.   

 

Meanwhile, security forces continued to regularly report arrests, many connected to drugs-related offences and 

demonstration activity has continued.  On the afternoon of Aug 03, a number of civilians gathered outside the al-

Musawi private hospital in al-Jaza'ir district in Basra city, accusing hospital staff of negligence after a woman died 

following a successful caesarean section.  A small number of local shopkeepers engaged in a scuffle with the 

protesters resulting in ISF firing in the air to regain. In addition, on the morning of Aug 04, dozens of temporary 

members of the Oil Protection Force (OPF) held a demonstration IVO DS-1, Majnoon Oilfield, north of Basra, 

protesting at their low salaries and fixed-term contracts. The guards demanded permanent job contracts at either 

the interior or defence ministries according to reports. Approximately 100 protesters blocked off the main road into 

the facility and threatened further escalation if their demands were not met, saying their salaries are subject to 

continuous deductions under the pretext of social insurance without any official receipts.  On the morning of Aug 

04, a number of temporary teachers gathered outside the Basra Education Directorate in Ma’qil district, demanding 

permanent employment, and on the morning of Aug 05, approximately 50 employees held a peaceful 

demonstration IVO the Basra Airport main entry checkpoint amid heavy security, demanding land allocations and 

additional benefits.  Notable security incidents this week included an Aug 05 attack on ISF members, two of which  

were killed and a third wounded when an alleged key drugs trafficker opened fire on a static police patrol near the 

car showrooms IVO Saad Square in Basra city. Local media also reported that several days ago unknown armed 

men kidnapped a Zubayr tribal sheikh and, after bargaining with relatives, a 250 million IQD ransom was paid, and 

he was freed.  The kidnappers also demanded the hostage pay an additional 100,000 USD and, after he refused, 

the perpetrators kidnapped his personal bodyguard.  The sheikh’s home was subsequently set on fire on Aug 04. 

 

In other news, the mayor of the Zubair District in Basra, Abbas Maher, announced that the local police force had 

opened an office that specifically focusses on the increasing drug epidemic in the province. According to Maher, 
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the police force will be separating drug dealers from the abusers, who are currently being held in the same facility. 

According to Maher, this separation will allow the Government to treat drug addicts and punish drug dealers, as 

opposed to the collective punishment that they currently face. This comes almost one week after the Minister of 

Interior announced that he sacked the top officer in the anti-narcotics division in Basra and will be personally 

supervising the office.  Additionally, on Aug 09, the Ministry of Finance issued a report, stating that the Ministry 

has sent Basra Province 1.134 trillion Iraqi dinars ($952 million) as of 1st August, which is to be used to pay 

salaries and build infrastructure. According to the Ministry, they have issued this report to show transparency and 

respond to all allegations levied against it. The Ministry added that it will be releasing similar reports for all of the 

financial transactions made to other Ministries and Provinces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

10 August 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [18] 
                       garda.com 

 

ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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