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Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith on 

the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made 

as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or 

the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken 

solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since they started on 01 October 2019 have to date 

left 165 people dead.  Baghdad witnessed the deadliest protests with 57 killed and more than 1000 people 

injured, 205 of whom are in a critical condition.  Iraq descended into violence as protesters called for an end to 

rampant corruption and chronic unemployment which escalated into calls for a complete overhaul of the political 

system.  As the protests peaked, Moqtada al-Sadr called on the government to resign. While that now seems 

unlikely, Sadr is still able to mobilise his followers, who have previously paralysed the country with sit-ins and 

will continue to exert pressure on a severely weakened Prime Minister. In the short-term, Prime Minister Adel 

Abdel Mahdi's government looks likely to survive following promises of a cabinet reshuffle and lawsuits against 

corruption, however an absence of radical reforms will only exacerbate the problems in the country, and further 

demonstrations can be expected during the coming months. 

 

▪ Press reports indicate that momentum is building for country-wide large-scale demonstrations on Friday, Oct 

25.  The 25th is the first Friday after Arba’een which would allow Arba’een to take place unhindered and also 

coincides with Grand Ayatollah Sistani’s deadline for the government to complete a "credible investigation into 

all incidents that took place during the protests" and to announce its results. Al-Sistani, via his spokesmen, will 

also presumably use that occasion to place further pressure on the government to listen to the protestor’s 

demands to tackle corruption. The Prime Minister has already declared that an investigation team headed by 

the Joint Operations Command, with membership from relevant departments, will carry out an investigation 

over five days to identify who gave the orders for live ammunition to be used during the recent protests, and 

who carried out the acts of excessive use of force, despite Al-Mahdi’s orders that live rounds should not be 

used. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines 

the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a 

significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital 

which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the 

capability to launch operations of this nature within the City, especially during the Arba’een commemorations 

between Oct 19 and 20.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

PM Mahdi responds to protestors demands - initiates limited cabinet reshuffle  
Prime Minister Mahdi has responded to demonstrators demands for change and reform, engaging in a reshuffle 

of his cabinet.  The most notable amendments thus far by the PM was the selection of Suha Khalil to the vacant 

position of education minister. Politicians also voted in Jaafar Allawi as the Health Minister after accepting the 

resignation of Health Minister Ala Al Alwan. Other positions and amendments being discussed are in relation to 

the ministries of communications, agriculture, industry, electricity, immigration and transport.  Parliament has also 

approved a series of handouts and employment opportunities, many of which were already in progress.  

Iraq braces for more protests amid new calls online 
Iraq has braced itself for the possibility of a new wave of protests after calls for renewed anti-government 

demonstrations on Oct 25 emerged on social media.  Iraqi activists and online users have circulated reports about 

calls made by "the protests' coordination committee" asking people to take to the streets on Oct 25, a day after 

Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi marks a year in office. 

The Independent newspaper says Mahdi may resign before Oct 25 
The UK Independent newspaper has reportedly stated that sources close to the Iraqi Prime Minister say he could 

resign before the expected second round of demonstrations planned for October 25, 2019.  The newspaper, in a 

report citing ‘informed’ sources, said that Abdul-Mahdi is considering resigning, ahead of the date set by activists 

to launch the new wave of demonstrations.  Mahdi, the paper said, deliberated his decision to resign last week 

with representatives from the Sairoon and Fatah blocs, but was met with an explicit rejection of this step.  The 

paper stated however, that things have moved on, with the insistence of activists that demonstrations will be held 

on Oct 25, perhaps demanding the overthrow of the entire political system.  According to the report, the 

representatives of Fatah and other blocs within Parliament may now abandon the plan to stick with the current 

PM, if his resignation is enough to calm the demonstrators 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

PM Mahdi responds to protestors demands – initiates cabinet reshuffle and corruption investigations 

Prime Minister Mahdi has responded to demonstrators demands for change and reform, engaging in a reshuffle 

of his cabinet.  The most notable amendments thus far by the PM was the selection of Suha Khalil to the vacant 

position of education minister. Politicians also voted in Jaafar Allawi as the Health Minister after accepting the 

resignation of Health Minister Ala Al Alwan. Other positions and amendments being discussed are in relation to 

the ministries of communications, agriculture, industry, electricity, immigration and transport.  Parliament has also 

approved a series of handouts and employment opportunities, many of which were already in progress. Meanwhile, 

Iraq's Supreme Anti-Corruption Council announced on Oct 12 that it had referred the cases of nine senior officials 

to the judiciary in order to be investigated. The statement that was released said that this came in response to the 

Prime Minister's call for countering corruption following the recent violent protests throughout the country. 

According to the statement, the officials include ministers, deputy ministers, and provincial governors from Babil, 

Kirkuk, Nineveh, and Salahuddin Provinces. While the identities of these officials have not been officially released, 

observers believe they include Nofal al-Akoub, the former Governor of Nineveh, who was sacked from his position 

earlier this year following the Mosul ferry incident. Observers have also pointed out that this announcement, which 

is seeking to show that the council is carrying out work, is merely recycling previous cases. This may not rest well 

with citizens who believe that the PM is not making a real effort to countering corruption in the country.  Finally, 

according to several reports, the PM will be released a third reform package soon in order to fulfil the demands of 

the protestors. The official who stated this said that this package is aimed at reforming the root issues causing the 

problems in the country; however, he did not reveal any more details. 

 

PM Mahdi has also ordered the formation of a special committee to investigate the incidents that occurred during 

the recent anti-government protests.  Abdul Mahdi presided over an emergency meeting of the National Security 

Council on Oct 11 and issued his instructions to form the investigation committee under the Joint Operations 

Command, the official website of the prime minister said on Oct 12.  Within five days, starting on the 12th, the 

committee will investigate the cases in which demonstrators or security personnel were killed or wounded during 

the protests, as well as the attacks that targeted government facilities, infrastructure and media outlets to reveal 

the culprits, the website added.  A number of news outlets suggested that the measure had come in response to 

the calls of Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani who blamed the government for the "bloodshed" during the protests and 

urged rapid investigation into the incidentsMeanwhile, the council also discussed the impact of the Turkish ground 

operation in Syria on Iraq and issued its instructions to the border forces to secure the Iraqi-Syrian border. It also 

reviewed measures to build a camp to receive the displaced from Al-Hawl refugee camp in north-eastern Syria, 

the website of Abdul Mahdi said. 

 

Later this week, on the morning of Oct 14, the Iraqi President, PM, Speaker of Parliament, and Head of the High 

Judiciary Council met in Baghdad to discuss reform steps within the Iraqi Government. Following their meeting, a 

statement was released, which stressed that the investigation must be completed without bias, reiterating that all 

arrested protesters must be released. The statement also said that the Iraqi Government would follow up on the 

implementation of the decisions that were taken as part of the PM’s and Parliament’s reform 

packages.  Meanwhile, several MPs have revealed that the Iraqi Parliament is moving ahead with further changes 

to the PM’s cabinet. According to several sources, at least ten more ministries are set to be reshuffled following 

the Arba’in Pilgrimage, and that this period was granted to the MPs in order to study the candidates’ CVs and 

backgrounds. This comes after the Iraqi Parliament voted in a new Minister of Health and Minister of Education 

last week. Some political parties have rejected this reshuffling, saying that it has the potential of removing qualified 

ministers from their positions, others believe that the ministers had enough time to pursue reform within their 

ministries, and have failed to do so; thus they should be removed. 
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The Independent newspaper says Mahdi may resign before Oct 25 

The UK Independent newspaper has reportedly stated that sources close to the Iraqi Prime Minister say he could 

resign before the expected second round of demonstrations planned for October 25, 2019.  The newspaper, in a 

report citing ‘informed’ sources, said that Abdul-Mahdi is considering resigning, ahead of the date set by activists 

to launch the new wave of demonstrations.  Mahdi, the paper said, deliberated his decision to resign last week 

with representatives from the Sairoon and Fatah blocs, but was met with an explicit rejection of this step.  The 

paper stated however, that things have moved on, with the insistence of activists that demonstrations will be held 

on Oct 25, perhaps demanding the overthrow of the entire political system.  According to the report, the 

representatives of Fatah and other blocs within Parliament may now abandon the plan to stick with the current 

PM, if his resignation is enough to calm the demonstrators.  The paper also stated that Mahdi now has no political 

support throughout government which puts onus on his potential resignation.  

Iraq president calls for amendments to election law 

President Barham Saleh has called for amendments to the election law, noting that Iraq is undergoing major 

reforms to restore confidence in the government.  "The reluctance of voters to participate in the recent elections is 

clear evidence of the need to amend the general election law," Saleh said on Oct 15.  During his meeting with 

representatives of the United Nations and the Iraqi Electoral Commission, as well as a number of university 

professors, journalists, activists, specialists and legal experts, Saleh described the proposed amendments as an 

"urgent national right".  He did not specify what the proposed changes to the election law would be.  Saleh 

suggested they would help "reform state institutions and eliminate financial and administrative corruption to meet 

the aspirations and will of the people and to promote freedom and democracy in the country".  "This meeting, 

which takes place in very complicated circumstances as Iraq is facing great challenges, aims at establishing a 

dialogue with experts and specialists who can convey the national public opinion before meeting with political 

forces and blocs in this regard," Saleh added.  The president said that listening to different visions allows for 

reaching amendments to the law that serve the public interest of the people and mark the starting point for 

reforming the political system.  "We have the courage to call for a national dialogue in which we address the 

shortcomings in the ruling system in our country, to achieve a free and decent life for our people," Saleh said.   

President Barham Saleh's remarks on the possibility of amending the constitution have drawn a mixed reaction 

online.  Several users expressed their support for the president's call, considering it "the first step" towards reform 

in the country. Meanwhile, others doubted the initiative, saying it is just "anaesthesia" to appease protesters who 

took to the streets in early October.  During a meeting with tribal leaders on Oct 16, Saleh said a national 

conference would be held under his auspices to reconsider the amendment of the constitution and its provisions. 

Saleh also stressed that there is "a genuine legal problem with the electoral law" which needs to be fixed. Many 

politicians and Twitter users have expressed their support for the suggestion to amend the constitution.  The head 

of the National Wisdom (Hikmah) Movement, Shia cleric Ammar al-Hakim, was the first politician to announce his 

support for the president's call.  "Constitutions are written not to be immortal but rather to be amended. The 

amendment of the Iraqi constitution and a popular referendum on such amendments represent a vital demand for 

reform," Hakim tweeted to his 641,000 followers.  The leader of Asaib Ahl al-Haq (League of the Righteous) group, 

Qais al-Khazali, also tweeted in support of Saleh's initiative.  "We support the president's initiative to launch a 

national dialogue to amend the constitution and urge the elites, media personnel and the middle class to support 

it," Khazali tweeted on Oct 17.  "Real reform in this country will never be achieved without constitutional 

amendments that address irregularities in the regulations and laws," Khazali added.  “The amendment of the 

constitution is the first step of reform,” an Iraqi tweeted to his 5,500 followers.  

Several Iraqis, meanwhile, rejected the initiative, saying that officials who are "corrupt and killers" should not 

amend the constitution.  "The amendment of the Iraqi constitution cannot be carried out by the same corrupt 

[officials] and killers who rule… They want to remain in their positions even if this was at the expense of the 

protesters' blood and the country's devastation," Mustafa Salem tweeted to his 6,000 followers.  Yazidi MP Saib 

Khidir, who has about 8,500 followers, tweeted: "The constitution needs to be amended to keep pace with the 

developments in Iraq. However, if such amendments were carried out in a natural and healthy climate it would 

bear much better results compared to such an authoritarian one."  "The constitution was written to make it 
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impossible to be amended. Do not be fooled by what they say, as such calls are nothing more than anaesthesia," 

another Iraqi user tweeted to his 7,700 followers. 

 

Ministry of Finance announces allocations to provide 130,000 fighter contracts 

The Undersecretary of the Ministry of Finance, Maher Hammad Johan announced the provision of allocations on 

Oct 12 to cover the contracts of 130,000 fighters, which were previously removed from the Ministries of Interior 

and Defence. Johan said that his ministry is obliged to provide these allocations within the 2020 budget.  The 

Cabinet meeting held on Oct 08, headed by Adel Abdul-Mahdi, discussed the second package of urgent measures 

that the council wished to use to meet  the demands of the demonstrators. One of those packages, to be sent to 

parliament for a vote was to re-establish the contracts in defence, interior and the PMU, as well as allowing people 

to volunteer to join the Ministry of Defence. 

 

Iraq president stresses need for reform ahead of Arba’een 

Iraqi President Barham Saleh has stressed the need for reform in the country ahead of the Arba’een ceremony on 

Oct 19.  "The Arba’een anniversary comes this year at a time when we all share hope and the will to preserve our 

homeland and stick to reform and fighting corruption," Saleh said in a televised speech aired by the state-owned 

Iraqia News TV on Oct 18.  The president stressed his understanding of "the legitimate demands of the protests", 

urging all sides to be prepared for “the threats and challenges facing our country and people”.  “Imam Hussein 

[grandson of the Prophet Muhammad] established the values of freedom, love and peace in the hearts of all Iraqis, 

regardless of their sect,” Saleh said.  The president added that Hussein also “taught us to overcome difficulties 

and adversity, sacrifice the soul for our homeland, defend people and pair good words with deeds".   

Security 
 

Iraq braces for more protests amid new calls online 
Iraq has braced itself for the possibility of a new wave of protests after calls for renewed anti-government 

demonstrations on Oct 25 emerged on social media.  Iraqi activists and online users have circulated reports about 

calls made by "the protests' coordination committee" asking people to take to the streets on Oct 25, a day after 

Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi marks a year in office.  Some Twitter accounts used purported images of the 

recent protests with slogans which labelled the protests on Oct 25 as "revenge for the martyrs".   Iraqi online user 

Jawad al-Hashimy tweeted to his 3,400 followers: "The protests' coordination committee calls for a general strike 

on Oct 25... every peaceful protest that shuns violence and riots are legal."  Activist Ahmed Khedr predicted that 

"demonstrations on Oct 25 will not be compromised given the fact that certain parties are supporting them, 

foremost among which are the top Shia cleric in Najaf [Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani] and the Sadrists".   In another 

tweet on Oct 15, Khedr wondered: "Will the government continue its suppression of freedoms in all forms, 

particularly if there is mobilisation to hold demonstrations on Oct 25? Will it release its wild militias to threaten 

citizens? Will it cut the internet to hide facts from the world?".  Activist Haider al-Saady told pan-Arab London-

based newspaper Al-Araby al-Jadeed: "The demonstrations are not over... we are waiting until the conclusion of 

the Arba’een rituals".  "A recent Friday sermon by Shia cleric Ali al-Sistani is considered as support for the protests. 

I don't think the government will dare to suppress them as it did before," Saady said.  "Young people set Oct 25 to 

stage new demonstrations. Sistani set Oct 25 as an ultimatum for the government to reveal the murderers. The 

government and its parties are preparing to reveal a new farce on Oct 25," MP Faig al-Sheakh tweeted.  Head of 

the Iraqi Group for Strategic Studies, Watheq al-Hashimi, also said in an interview with website Bas News that 

calls were widely circulated on social media platforms to hold mass rallies on Oct 25.  "Troops will not use force 

against the protesters, fearing the anger of the top Shia cleric and international condemnation," he added.   

 

New Law Enforcement Agency created to better handle future protests 

On the evening of Oct 13, Iraq’s National Security Council (NSC) created a new security apparatus to deal with 

the upcoming protests set to launch on Oct 25. According to the NSC the newly created “Law Enforcement Agency” 

will now be responsible for protecting peaceful demonstrations and other national demonstrations and will be 

trained to deal with issues that arise without resorting to violence. While this agency is composed of pre-existing 

members within the Iraqi security apparatuses, the training that they are said to receive will prepare them for non-
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violent means of containing protests. There were no further details released. Nonetheless, this announcement was 

met with mixed reactions with some saying that instead of heeding to the protestors' demands, the Government 

has established a new force to silence protestors. Others, however, have said that this shows that the Iraqi 

Government is determined to prevent the use of violence in future demonstrations, in order to avoid a crisis similar 

to the one that took place over the past few weeks. Unless this agency is professionally trained in non-violent crisis 

aversion, its creation could be seen as merely another ineffective reform. 

Al-Sadr calls for anti-corruption demonstrations in Karbala during Arba’een 

Iraqi Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr has called on Iraqis to rally in a million-man march against "corruption" during an 

upcoming religious festival in the holy city of Karbala.  "O people of Iraq... shout no to Israel, no to America, no to 

the corrupt. End your chants by saying Baghdad is free, get out you corrupt," Sadr tweeted on Oct 15.   

Iraq releases 950 people arrested in protests  

Iraq has released 950 out of 966 people who were arrested during the anti-government demonstrations that 

erupted earlier this month, a member of the Iraqi High Commission for Human Rights said.  As many as 108 

people, including eight police recruits, were killed and 4,205 others injured during the demonstrations.  Thousands 

of Iraqis demonstrated in Baghdad and some southern provinces in protest at unemployment, poor public services 

and corruption. The protests came in response to online calls for demonstrations to mark the first anniversary of 

Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi’s government.  Meanwhile, as many as many as 1.344 million Iraqis have applied 

for a temporary unemployment grant which was announced by the government following the protests.  Applicants 

have completed the registration process after the Ministry of Labour issued an electronic application last week, 

Minister of Labour Bassem al-Rubayi told the press.  The ministry will work on financially covering all eligible 

applicants, the minister said, adding that ad hoc committees will be formed to check the applications.  Al-Rubayi 

noted that his ministry was the first to meet the demands of the protesters by giving them a financial grant and 

offering job opportunities.   

 

Reuters report states that PMF snipers were deployed during recent protests 

The Reuter international news agency has stated that two anonymous Iraqi security officials have confirmed that 

PMF members were deployed as snipers during the violent protests in Baghdad which began on Oct 01.  One 

source stated, “we have confirmed evidence that the snipers were elements of the militias reporting directly to their 

commander instead of the Prime Minister.” Another security official, who reportedly attending daily government 

briefings, said that militia men were wearing black uniforms and were being directed by Zainab al-Lami, the head 

of security for the PMF. A spokesman for the PMF Ahmed al-Assadi denied the reports to Reuters.  Meanwhile, 

the Iraqi Joint Operations Command has denied the reports.  "Some news agencies have circulated a news story 

accusing the head of the PMF security of being involved in the incidents that accompanied the demonstrations. 

We totally deny this news and stress that all formations of the PMF have not been assigned any duty during the 

demonstrations," the Security Media Department said in a statement on Facebook on Oct 17.  The statement also 

warned it would take legal action against news agencies "that try to confuse the public opinion with fabricated and 

inaccurate stories".  "We call on national media to convey the facts professionally and in a transparent manner to 

the public opinion," it added. 

 

Baghdad to take back Iraqi IS militants detained in Syria 

Iraq's top diplomat has announced that the country will take back IS militants and their families currently being held 

in Syria if they are Iraqi citizens.  In a news conference with his French counterpart on Oct 17, broadcast on Iraqi 

state TV, Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed al-Hakim officially announced that Baghdad would take back its 

nationals who had joined IS and who are currently being detained in northern Syria, along with their wives and 

children.  French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian arrived in Baghdad earlier in the day to discuss issues 

pertaining to the status of IS militants being held in Syria.  

 

Iraq closes border crossings with Syria amid Turkish operation 

Iraq has reportedly closed crossings along its border with Syria amid concerns that IS militants will cross into the 

country following Turkey's recent incursion into northern Syria.  The Ministry of Immigration said in a statement 
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that the Iraqi-Syrian border near combat zones has been closed, citing the necessity to "control the situation and 

prevent the entrance of suspected elements into the country”.  The statement quoted Immigration Minister Noufal 

Moussa as saying that the Iraqi government is "closely monitoring the security and humanitarian situations on the 

Syrian-Iraqi border and is preparing for all the emergency conditions that may result in a mass exodus across the 

border".  Moussa also urged the United Nations to increase cooperation and coordination and develop the 

necessary plans to face the impending crisis, Al-Sumaria said.  Meanwhile, it was reported that Moussa held talks 

with the UNHCR's representative in Iraq, Ayman Gharaibeh, to address the influx of refugees fleeing Syria for 

Iraq.   

 

Meanwhile, Kurdistan Region leaders have held talks with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian in Erbil to 

discuss the impact of the recent Turkish incursion into northern Syria.  Kurdish President Nechirvan Barzani and 

Le Drian discussed the situation in northern Syria and the threats posed by the potential return of the IS militant 

group.  In a joint press conference following their talks, the Kurdish President welcomed Le Drian, noting that the 

visit demonstrates France's support for Iraq and the Kurdistan Region and emphasised the importance of 

stability.  Barzani also expressed his concerns over the humanitarian situation in the Kurdish areas of northern 

Syria, as refugees fleeing the Turkish incursion have already started to enter Iraqi Kurdistan.  Kurdish press 

reported that over 1,000 refugees have entered northern Iraq since Turkey launched its offensive over a week 

ago. He also urged an immediate halt to the Turkish military operation and the adoption of a peaceful solution to 

the crisis.  

 

Iraq warns against infiltration of militants from Syria 

The Iraqi Interior Ministry’s Falcon Intelligence Cell (FIC) has warned against a probable wave of infiltration by 

Islamic State militants from Syria amid the ongoing Turkish offensive in northern Syria. Press quoted the FIC as 

stating that the Turkish offensive will cause chaos in northern Syria and therefore many militants might cross the 

border into Iraq. The state-owned daily newspaper Al-Sabah  said that it had obtained information about the 

presence of about 3,500 Iraqi “terrorists” in prisons run by the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) near 

the Turkish border.  It added that most of them fought alongside IS militants in Syria and Iraq.  According to the 

information obtained by the newspaper, the FIC and other security bodies received 1,500 “terrorists” from the SDF 

after the IS had been pushed out of its last stronghold in eastern Syria months ago.  “Daesh prisoners and other 

families held in al-Hol camp, the largest SDF-run camp [in Syria], pose a threat to the national, regional and 

international security,” FIC chief Abu-Ali al-Basri told Al-Sabah.  The FIC and other Iraqi security services estimate 

that al-Hol camp includes more than 35,000 Iraqis.  The camp, located in al-Hasakeh governorate in northeastern 

Syria, is about 60km from Turkey and is estimated to include nearly 70,000 IS dependants, about 95 per cent of 

them are women and children. And 11,000 are foreign nationals.   

Economy 
 

MP says Iraq lost over $500m from internet outage 

An Iraqi MP has said that the country has lost more than $500m as a result of the internet outage during the recent 

anti-government demonstrations. "The precautionary cut of internet services taken by the federal government led 

to millions of dollars of daily losses, as the outage suspended work in government bodies, the stock exchange, 

Iraqi Airways and the meteorological authority as well as other places," MP Mahmoud Talal was quoted as saying 

on Oct 14.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

The KR-I has seen widespread protest action this week over the Turkish military operations in Syria against Kurdish 

PKK fighters.  Crowds gathered outside the United Nations office and the Turkish consulate in Erbil city calling on 

the UN, the international community, and the European Union to pressure Turkey to halt its operations. Similar 

gatherings were held in Sulaimaniyah and Dohuk provinces in solidarity with the Syrian Kurdish people.  Protest 

action in Sulaymaniyah was concentrated around the College of Education in Sayed Sadiq district and also near 

the Garmyan university in Sulaymaniyah.  Turkey’s “Operation Claw” has continued this week albeit at a much 

lower level than over the past few months with Turkey’s military concentrated on its Syrian operations.  However, 

a Turkish airstrike reportedly killed 2 x PKK militants in the Mount Gara region, near the town of Amedi in Dohuk 

province on Oct 16.  Finally,  a Kurdish presenter for NRT television, along with his wife and son, was shot dead 

on Oct 16 in Sulaymaniyah city.  News of the deaths of the Iraqi Kurdish journalist and his family in addition to the 

reported arrest of another journalist triggered angry reactions online. On Oct 16, Iraqi Kurdish news websites 

reported that Amanj Baban, a journalist for Kurdish broadcaster NRT, was found shot to death along with his wife 

- a former journalist - and son in their car.   The next day, blogger Shujaa al-Khafaji, the owner of a Facebook page 

dedicated to Iraqi news, was reportedly arrested, prompting condemnations by influential Iraqi figures.  According 

to NRT, the Sulaimaniya Police Directorate’s Communication and Relations Department released a brief statement 
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overnight saying that the death of Baban and his family was the result of suicide.  But this did not appear to 

convince Iraqis, who took to Twitter to speak about the "assassination" of Baban.   

 

No significant changes were noted in the overall security situation in the northern region over the week, with activity 

continuing to comprise low-level, IS-related violence concentrated predominantly in the rural areas of Nineveh, 

Kirkuk and Diyala province.  In Nineveh, low-level IS attacks continued in areas typically associated with insurgent 

activity, including Baaj district and Badush, western Nineveh and northwest of Mosul respectively.  It was also 

reported that the ISF had deployed forces to the border with Syria in order to negate the possible infiltration of IS 

militants following a report that stated a number of them had broken out of prison due to Turkish bombardments 

near jails in northeastern Syria.  Two civilians were wounded when a roadside IED detonated against their vehicle 

in the al-Shura sub-district, south of Mosul and three ISF members including a lieutenant colonel were reportedly 

killed when IS militants opened fire on a security checkpoint on the approaches to Ba'aj district.  The MOD’s Military 

Intelligence Directorate announced that its forces had dismantled an IS sleeper cell and arrested its five members 

in an operation in the Shurah sub-district, south of Mosul.  Finally, on Oct 19,  reports indicated that ISF had 

arrested 2 x would-be IS suicide attackers in Rashidiyah to the west of Mosul city. 

 

A typical reporting period was noted in Kirkuk province, with the vast majority of violent incidents confined to areas 

southwest of Kirkuk City.  A chieftain named as Zakaria Taha Salih was shot and killed when IS gunmen opened 

fire on him near a football field in central Rashad sub-district, Hawija three ISF members were reportedly wounded 

after a roadside IED detonated in Daquq district.  A US-led Coalition airstrike targeted IS hideouts near the village 

of Muzayrir in Hawijah district on Oct 13.  Inter-ethnic tensions have once again been apparent in the province this 

week.  On the night of Oct 15, unidentified armed men set an office belonging to the Kurdistan Democratic Party 

KDP in Benja Ali district in south eastern Kirkuk city on fire.  Meanwhile, elsewhere in the city, dozens of Arabs 

staged a sit-in outside the Kirkuk Operations Command (KOC) in Shuraw district, rejecting a proposal to hand over 

the building currently used by the KOC to the KDP.  Route Sante Fe / Hwy 2 was reported closed to traffic on the 

morning of Oct 17.  The proposal has been widely criticized by Arab and Turkmen politicians from Kirkuk province 

as well as former prime minister and head of the al-Nasr Alliance Haider al-Abadi and Qais al-Khazali, the head 

of the AAH with many saying that this is further evidence of Kurdish encroachment into the security apparatus in 

Kirkuk and another step in legitimizing the return of Kurdish Peshmerga forces to Kirkuk.  It was reported that 

approximately 200 civilians are continuing to hold a demonstration near the KOC, with other demands including 

the release of a number of Arabs from Kurdish prisons and the demand that Kurdish forces leave Kirkuk Province.   

 

In Salah al-Din, ISF clearance operations were carried out in the Baiji and Samara areas in preparation for 

Arba’een pilgrimages with Samarra Operations Command announcing the closure of the Baghdad-Samarra Road 

on Oct 12, in order to reduce congestion at the entrances to the city during Arba’een.  The ISF’s MOI-Falcons 

Intelligence Cell and Sadrist Peace Brigades also reportedly killed two IS suicide attackers and arrested two others 

and seized 2 x explosive belts, 4 x IEDs and 1 x AK-47 rifle in a pre-emptive security operation in the Sifona / Um 

Kheyout villages near the al-Risasi River in al-Mutassim sub-district, east of Samarra. In addition, three members 

of the PMF’s 6th Bde (Kata'ib Jund al-Imam) were killed when a booby-trapped device detonated inside a house 

in the village of al-Salam, south of Baiji, during one of the clearance operations.   

 

High levels of violence continue in Diyala province, driven by a mix of local tensions, sectarian violence and IS 

activity.  The 6th phase of the ISF’s Operation Will of Victory has continued with ISF and PMU forces repulsing 

separate attacks by IS in Muqdadiyah and the area north west of Baqubah and Iraqi warplanes also struck arms 

depots and sites belonging to IS militants to the north-west of Lake Hamrin.  Two ISF members were wounded 

when a roadside IED detonated in Khanaqin district a PMU member was killed, and 3 others were wounded in an 

IS SAF attack on a security outpost near the village of Ramadan, Aliawa region of Khanaqin district, 100 km 

northeast of Baquba, prompting the PMU to begin clearance operations in the region to eliminate IS sleeper 

cells.  An IS would-be suicide attacker was also killed and three hideouts and one motorcycle were destroyed in a 

pre-emptive security operation in the al-Thilab Valley in Khanaqin district. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

Activity in Anbar province this week has been dominated once again by wide-spread search and clear operations 

by ISF although one civilian was wounded when a legacy IS IED detonated near Manaai Bridge in Al-Qaim on Oct 

17. In addition, an Iraqi army officer and two soldiers were reportedly been killed in a VBIED detonation in the al-

Dabaat area of al-Rutbah district which targeted an army patrol. ISF sealed off the scene and opened an 

investigation into the incident. The incident took place in the afternoon when an Iraqi army patrol approached a 

car with a body left inside at a village near the town of al-Rutbah, some 300 km west of the provincial capital 

Ramadi. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

A calm period in the City was reported, certainly in comparison to the week beginning Oct 01, when violent 

demonstrations were witnessed in many areas of Baghdad. However, a number of what appear to be protest-

related arrests occurred in Baghdad this week.  Amongst these, civil activist, and owner of the anti-government 

"Clean Brotherhood" page on Facebook, Shuja al-Khafaji, was taken from his home by unidentified individuals 

on Oct 16 with some reports claiming he had been taken to the “Muthanna military base” in Karkh district for 

questioning.   Notwithstanding, violent trends in Baghdad city continue to be driven by criminal activity and local 

tensions confined to areas typically associated with high levels of violence.  Accordingly, low-level SAF related 

to local disputes was recorded in the districts of Adhamiyah, Kadhimiyah, and Rusafah districts, all resulting in 

low levels of casualties.  As usual, multiple arrest operations were reported in different areas of the capital, 

primarily related to criminal activity.  

 

An EOD detachment from the 2nd Bde, 1st Federal Police Division safely dismantled an explosive belt and two 

hand grenades attached to it, found inside an unfinished house located within a slum area in the Safeer 

neighbourhood, al-Obeidi area, New Baghdad district.  It was reported that the device was likely to be have been 

used to target Shia pilgrims during the Arba’een Commemorations.  Meanwhile, it was stated that at least 12 

policemen were injured in an explosion at the police logistics support camp in the Al-Jaara area of the City with 

security forces having opened an investigation into the incident at the camp which belongs to the interior ministry.  

Lawk Ghafuri, a journalist for the Kurdish news site Rudaw, quoted “locals” while tweeting late on Oct 13 that a 

“missile targeted an Iraqi Federal Police base in #Baghdad”. In another tweet, he said other “missiles targeted 

a Hashd Al-Shaabi [Iraq’s paramilitary Popular Mobilisation Forces] (PMF) office/base in southern #Baghdad 
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and the base is on fire and weapons are exploding”. No large-scale demonstrations took place however long-

running protests were held by university graduates in front of the Prime Minister’s office in the Alawi area of 

Karkh district and in Tahrir Square, Rusafah district. Finally, the provincial council of Baghdad also reportedly 

elected a new Baghdad governor on Oct 14.  A press statement said that “The council has unanimously voted 

to appoint Mohamed Ata as the governor of Baghdad after the former governor, Falah al-Jazaeri, was sacked”.   

  

No significant changes were noted in the provincial areas over the week, with violence confined to population 

centres generally characterised by local tensions.  As such, low-level SAF attacks took place in Mada’in, and a 

possible IS driven attack was carried out in Tarmiyah when it was reported that several IS insurgents shot at an 

ISF checkpoint although no injuries were sustained.  Gunmen carrying suppressed weapons shot and killed a 

civilian in Abu Ghraib, west of Baghdad, and the Baghdad Operations Command reported that an IS terror plot 

to strike Shia pilgrims was thwarted during an operation at an unspecified location in southern Baghdad province 

in which two IS would-be suicide attackers wearing explosive vests were arrested.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

The overall situation in the southern region has calmed significantly since the violent protests of the week Oct 01 

onwards.  In Wasit province, the Supreme Judicial Council (SJC) of Iraq ordered the arrest of two police officers 

in the city of Kut, over links to the killing of demonstrators during anti-government protests earlier this month.  The 

Kut investigation court issued arrest warrants for two police officers after hearing statements from witnesses and 

reviewing the recordings of CCTV cameras installed near the locations of the incidents.  In Babel, the PMU’s 49th 

Bde (Liwa Ali al-Akbar) safely disarmed a Katyusha rocket along with a rail in Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, north of 

Hila, which was reportedly set and ready to be fired towards Shia pilgrims and in Dhi Qar province, one person 

was wounded when unidentified armed assailants opened fire on him near the Dhi Qar Courthouse in Nasiriyah, 

before exchanging gunfire with security guards and fleeing.  Also in Dhi Qar, an IED detonated in front of a GOI 

member's house in Suq al-Shuyuk district, causing material damage only. 

 

In Basra province, a number of civilians demonstrated in the Corniche Street area in Basra city on Oct 13, 

denouncing the killing of a local activist along with his wife when their apartment in Junainah district was raided by 

unidentified gunmen on October 03.  Two gunmen in the Hay al-Askari area shot and killed one civilian and in a 

separate incident, a gunman in Zubair district shot and killed a civilian.  ISF EOD also reportedly defused a hand 

grenade that had been hung on the front gate of a house located in a slum area at an unspecified location in central 

Basra city belonging to a correction officer working at the Base Central Prison. A civilian was killed by exploding 

ERW in the Shatt al-Arab area east of Basra City and unconfirmed limited press reporting on Oct 19 stated that a 

tribal conflict broke out to the north of Basra overnight with both sides using heavy weapons and mortars. (NFDK). 
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Finally, it was also reported that a meeting was held between a number of trade union bodies in Basra to discuss 

issues that their members are likely to either demonstrate or strike over. The event was attended by a range of 

groups, including journalists, teachers, engineers and health workers. The reported outcome of the meeting was 

a decision that each union would draw up a list of demands, and that a committee would be formed to negotiate 

with the local government.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

19 October 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [19]               
         garda.com 

 

GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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