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Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith on 

the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made 

as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or 

the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken 

solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since they started on 25 October 2019 have to date 

left 40 people dead and 2400 injured.  The southern regions witnessed the deadliest protests with 32 killed and 

more than 1000 people injured.  Iraq descended into violence once again as protesters called for an end to 

rampant corruption and chronic unemployment which escalated into calls for a complete overhaul of the political 

system.  As the protests peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused not only on the 

government, both national and provincial,  but also the various Shia militias or the Popular Mobilisation Units 

as they are known.  A number of PMU headquarters were attacked and set on fire, with protestors accusing 

them of being aligned to Iran and of firing on the crowds during the previous round of protests which began on 

October 01.  At the time of this report, protestors have attempted to enter the International Zone (IZ) three 

times, in order to carry out a long-term sit-in protest outside the Parliament building in the IZ, although so far, 

they have not succeeded in breaching ISF defences.  In the south, the Iraqi security authorities have imposed 

a curfew in six provinces, (Basra, Dhi Qar, Maysan, Wasit, Babil, and Muthanna) after clashes between 

protestors and security forces overnight on Oct 25, including some PMU factions, resulted in a high number of 

fatalities and injuries on both sides. In Nasiriyah (Dhi Qar province), Asaib Ahl al-Haq (League of the Righteous) 

members fired on protesters attempting to set fire to their offices, killing six.  Protest-related deaths were also 

recorded in Amarah (Maysan province), Basra (Basra province), and Samawah (Al-Muthanna province).  

Related protests have been reported in Najaf and Wasit provinces and a number of government buildings, 

political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire.  Meanwhile, Prime Minister Mahdi’s 

promises to the crowds that their concerns will be addressed has fallen on deaf ears, and it is not clear how 

the Iraqi government will be able to address the Iraqi people’s grievances.  In the short term, violent 

demonstrations in Baghdad and the south will continue with more loss of life expected.   

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines 

the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a 

significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital 

which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the 

capability to launch operations of this nature within the City, especially during the Arba’een commemorations 

between Oct 19 and 20.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Baghdad and southern Iraq face widespread violent protests  
Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since they started on 25 October 2019 have to date left 

40 people dead and 2400 injured.  The southern regions witnessed the deadliest protests with 32 killed and more 

than 1000 people injured.  Iraq descended into violence once again as protesters called for an end to rampant 

corruption and chronic unemployment which escalated into calls for a complete overhaul of the political system.  

As the protests peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused not only on the government, both 

national and provincial,  but also the various Shia militias or the Popular Mobilisation Units as they are known.  A 

number of PMU headquarters were attacked and set on fire, with protestors accusing them of being aligned to Iran 

and of firing on the crowds during the previous round of protests which began on October 01.  At the time of this 

report, protestors have attempted to enter the International Zone (IZ) three times, in order to carry out a long-term 

sit-in protest outside the Parliament building in the IZ, although so far, they have not succeeded in breaching ISF 

defences.  In the south, the Iraqi security authorities have imposed a curfew in six provinces, (Basra, Dhi Qar, 

Maysan, Wasit, Babil, and Muthanna) after clashes between protestors and security forces overnight on Oct 25, 

including some PMU factions, resulted in a high number of fatalities and injuries on both sides. 

Al-Mahdi delivers speech addressing protests 
During the late hours of Oct 24, Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, delivered the speech that he had 

announced midday on Oct 23. Going on the offensive, Abd al-Mahdi reiterated that his  government had inherited 

16 years of failed governance, implicitly accusing his predecessors of not following up on their promises to conduct 

investigations on previous incidents, as well as failing to reform the institution. The PM also released a reform 

package, in which he promised to reform the electoral system, replace some of the cabinet members with non-

partisan candidates, and reduce the salaries of top officials. Abd al-Mahdi also promised that families living under 

the poverty line would be receiving a pension 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

26 October 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [6] 
                       garda.com 

 

OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

Al-Mahdi delivers speech addressing protests 

During the late hours of Oct 24, Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, delivered the speech that he had 

announced midday on Oct 23. Going on the offensive, Abd al-Mahdi reiterated that his  government had inherited 

16 years of failed governance, implicitly accusing his predecessors of not following up on their promises to conduct 

investigations on previous incidents, as well as failing to reform the institution. The PM also released a reform 

package, in which he promised to reform the electoral system, replace some of the cabinet members with non-

partisan candidates, and reduce the salaries of top officials. Abd al-Mahdi also promised that families living under 

the poverty line would be receiving a pension.  

 

Iraq PM announces more measures to placate protesters 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has announced more measures to respond to the demands of the anti-

government protests that erupted on Oct 01.  The prime minister announced the allocation of 1,569 plots of land 

to the families of those killed during the protests with the land being allocated only in the provinces of Baghdad, 

Nineveh, Diwaniya and Muthanna.  Moreover, Abdul Mahdi has reportedly decided to appoint holders of high 

degrees to positions at all ministries without sticking to the official procedures usually followed in this regard.  Mahdi 

has vowed to carry out a cabinet reshuffle that does not adhere to sectarian power-sharing deals, also promising 

to slash the salaries of high-ranking officials.  "If the parliament convenes next week, we will submit a cabinet 

reshuffle that focuses on efficiency and independence, rather than the sectarian power sharing agreement," Mahdi 

said on Oct 23.  He was referring to an informal power-sharing quota that dictates that the prime minister must be 

Shia, the president Kurdish and the parliament Speaker Sunni, among other officials.  "The salaries of the 

president, prime minister, Speaker, ministers and other high-ranking officials in the state will also be cut to 10m 

Iraqi dinars [about $8,400]," Mahdi added.  With regards to combating corruption, Abdul Mahdi underlined his 

government's "commitment to supporting the Supreme Judicial Council in the establishment of an anti-corruption 

central court in the country".  He vowed that his government will work with the House of Representatives to enact 

a law that allows the judiciary to investigate the sources of wealth of high-ranking officials.  Mahdi added that he 

will address the Iraqi people on Oct 24 to inform them about "the urgent reform steps and measures" that his 

government has recently taken.   

 

Meanwhile, Iraq's leaders have pledged to provide protection to protesters during demonstrations planned for Oct 

25.  President Barham Saleh, Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi and Speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi held a 

meeting in Baghdad, where they vowed to guarantee “the constitutional right to peaceful demonstration and 

freedom of expression”.  “The three presidencies [prime minister, president and the parliament Speaker] stressed 

the importance of setting a timetable for the implementation of the legitimate demands of the demonstrators. 

 

Iraq Will Prosecute Military and Police Leaders Over Protest Shootings 

The fact-finding committee, which was set up by the Prime Minister to investigate the use of violence during the 

Oct 01 protests has finally presented its findings to the public. Through a televised statement, the committee 

announced that the total number of civilians killed during the demonstrations was 149, while the number of people 

injured was 4207. Amongst the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), eight officers were killed, while 1287 were injured. It 

recommended that 52 ISF officers including the head of the Baghdad Operations Command, and the Heads of 

Police in several provinces be dismissed.  The action taken by Adel Abdul Mahdi, Iraq’s prime minister, is the 

sharpest rebuke of military excess at any time in recent years and the language of the announcement was strikingly 

clear and strong.  At least four generals that were in command in Baghdad at the time of the protests were referred 

for prosecution, including the commander of the 11th Iraqi Infantry Division (which is now based in Kirkuk), the 

45th Brigade Commander as well as the police commanders of at least five provinces south of Baghdad where 

protesters were shot, including Babil, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Najaf and Diwaniyah.  However, the move was widely 

criticised as being lip-service rather than taking the necessary steps to resolve grievances. Following the 
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announcement, the Iraqi Observatory for Human Rights issued a statement saying that the final report was 

“disappointing and has shied away from some truths”. This statement reflects general attitudes amongst many in 

the public who criticised the report for failing to mention the role that some militias and non-state armed actors 

played in suppressing the protests. As expected, many activists have rejected the findings of the committee and 

accused it of trying to cushion public anger, without providing any real answers. Furthermore, activists have also 

highlighted a discrepancy in the number of citizens injured and killed during the protests between this report and 

numbers issued by the Ministry of Health.  

With the failure of this report to appease many in the public, activists continue to rally for the Oct 25 protests, which 

are anticipated to be larger than the previous protests.   In related news, the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) 

released a statement late on Oct 21, claiming that a widely circulated online document was false.  According to 

the document, the PMU had ordered its members to not join the protests on Oct 25, however, the PMU have 

rejected this, saying that this is a failed attempt to create animosity between them and the general population 

ahead of the planned protests. Similar claims were made by the Basra Operations Command who stated that 

several outlets are attempting to frighten protestors and spread discord by spreading rumours against the ISF and 

other security apparatuses.  

 

Iraqi opposition leaders criticise government enquiry in to protests 

Iraqi opposition leaders have criticised the government inquiry into the violence used to control recent protests, 

with former Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi slamming the lack of transparency of the inquiry, claiming that it 

does not identify “who was actually responsible for giving the order to kill protesters.”. The inquiry findings stated 

that at least 157 people were killed during mass protests, and in the vast majority of these deaths, Iraqi Security 

Forces used excessive force, including the use of live fire, to quell protests. The state of Law Alliance called the 

report “obscure” and said that it “does not respond to everyone’s concerns and in particular, those of Grand 

Ayatollah Ali Sistani.”  

US troops from Syria ‘to leave Iraq within weeks’ 

Iraqi Defence Minister Najah al-Shammari has said that the US troops that recently entered Iraq from Syria will 

leave the country within weeks.  "The 150 US soldiers that entered Iraq recently will leave for Qatar or Kuwait 

within four weeks," Shammari told press on Oct 23.  He said that the US troops had relocated to Iraq because 

there was no mechanism in place for where the soldiers would go after their withdrawal from Syria.  Earlier the 

same day, Shammari met US Secretary of Defence Mark Esper who travelled to Iraq for an unannounced visit on 

Oct 23. According to Iraq media outlets, Esper is expected to meet with Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi to discuss 

the withdrawal of US troops from Syria to Iraq and their stay there. On Oct 23, the Iraqi Joint Operations Command 

(JOC) said US troops relocating from Syria to Iraq amid the Turkish offensive in northern Iraq did not receive 

"approval to stay in Iraq".   

Iraq says US troops leaving Syria cannot stay 

The Iraqi Joint Operations Command (JOC) has said that US troops relocating from Syria to Iraq did not receive 

"approval to stay in Iraq".  In a statement, the JOC added that the US military convoy that withdrew from Syria 

“received permission to enter the Kurdistan Region” in order for them to be “transported outside Iraq”.  The 

announcement that the US would withdraw its forces from Syria paved the way for a Turkish military offensive 

against the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces in northern Syria which started on Oct 09.  The US recently said 

that some troops will remain in northern Syria to protect oil fields there.    

Security 
 

Country-wide protests - Synopsis 

At around 0155hrs on the morning of Oct 25, a number of protestors made their way from Tahrir Square, where 

they had gathered on the night of Oct 24, across the Al-Jumariyah Bridge (GardaWorld Spots B08 – Orange 

25).  The protestors congregated outside the International Zone (IZ) perimeter but were stopped by ISF IVO of CP 

1 and prevented from entering after ISF used water cannon, CS gas and possible warning shots into the air to 

disperse the crowd.  Unconfirmed social media reporting indicated that one protestor may have been killed during 
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this early incident.  Videos circulating on social media showed dozens of demonstrators on al-Jumhuriyah bridge, 

which had earlier been closed ahead of the demonstrations.  Other clips showed protesters clad in national flags 

walking towards the arch at the entrance to the diplomatic district.  At around 0800hrs, protestors began to 

dismantle the T-wall defences on Al-Jumariyah bridge, and once again approach ISF forces on the south western 

limit of the bridge which was met by a robust ISF response using flashbangs and CS gas.  The crowds were driven 

back across the bridge. 

 

At this time  a cleric close to Shia leader Moqtada al-Sadr quoted him as saying that if the protestors were attacked 

by the security forces, Saraya al-Salam (Peace Brigades PMU) would intervene peacefully to defend the 

protestors.  

 

Meanwhile, the new spokesperson for the Ministry of Interior, Khalid al-Muhanna, stated that the Ministry’s forces 

had entered a state of maximum emergency.  According to al-Muhanna, the security forces were instructed by the 

Prime Minister not to use force or violence against the protestors and to respect their right to demonstrate. He also 

stated that there was no need for concern with regards to the protests, especially “after the lessons that were 

learned from the previous protests”. This sentiment was reiterated by the National Security Council yesterday 

evening, who said that the security forces must protect demonstrators from harm.  

 

Meanwhile, following the two attempts by protestors to gain access to the International Zone (IZ) at around 0200hrs 

and 0800 hrs on the morning of Oct 25, the afternoon saw another attempt at an incursion via the Al-Jumariyah 

Bridge, although this was met with an incrementally robust ISF response which saw two people killed after being 

hit at close range by CS gas canisters by security forces.  It was also reported at this time that one person had 

been arrested after opening fire on both protestors and security forces.  During the afternoon of the 25th, the 

Jumariyah bridge was heavily re-fortified with heavy duty T-Wall emplacements, razor wire and water cannons 

with significant ISF reinforcements arriving IVO the IZ CP 1 to the south west of the bridge.  It was also reported 

that the Baghdad International Airport road had been restricted by a large presence of ISF, ambulances and fire 

engines.   

On the afternoon of Oct 25, and during the Friday Sermon given by the representative of Ayatollah Sistani in the 

Imam Husain Shrine, Abd al-Mahdi al-Karbalai, Sistani called on both the protestors and the security forces to 

exercise restraint, demonstrate peacefully, and “not to fall into the trap of violence”. Sistani called on the protestors 

to not attack public and private properties and warned that if chaos takes over, Iraq would be a “battleground for 

foreign interventions and regional battles”. Sistani also criticised the findings of the factfinding committee set up 

by Abd al-Mahdi, saying that the report “did not show all of the facts”, possibly referring to the lack of mention of 

snipers who were responsible for the killing of protestors during the first week of October.  Sistani also called for 

an independent judiciary to be established in order to investigate the events that began on Oct 01. Commenting 

on the reform process, Sistani stated that the electoral system must be reformed in order to truly represent the 

voters, echoing the calls made by both protestors and officials. He also stated that the Iraqi Government must 

reduce the salaries of officials and reduce the number of citizens receiving compensations. While the sermon was 

met with mixed reviews, reports stated that the ISF was playing the sermon on loudspeakers in areas where 

protesters were demonstrating, particularly in Tahrir Square, in an attempt to calm protesters down. 

In the south, the Iraqi security authorities imposed a curfew in six provinces on the night of Oct 25 in the face of 

seriously escalating violence.  Curfews were imposed in Basra, Dhi Qar, Maysan, Wasit, Diwaniyah, Babil, and 

Muthanna after clashes between protestors and security forces, including some PMU factions, resulted in a high 

number of fatalities and injuries on both sides. In Nasiriyah (Dhi Qar province), Asaib Ahl al-Haq (League of the 

Righteous) members fired on protesters attempting to set fire to their offices, killing six.  Protest-related deaths 

were also recorded in Amarah (Maysan province), Basra (Basra province), and Samawah (Al-Muthanna 

province).  Related protests have been reported in Najaf and Wasit provinces and a number of government 

buildings, political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire.  According to the Iraqi High 

Commission for Human Rights (IHCHR), at least 40 demonstrators have thus far been killed and over 2000 more 
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injured in violence across the capital and southern Iraq. The Iraqi interior ministry has said that 68 security forces 

have been injured so far. 

Various reports on social media also reported clashes between demonstrators and security forces in Tahrir Square 

in central Baghdad overnight on 25/26 Oct, where thousands of protestors are gathered.  Casualty figures 

overnight in Baghdad indicated that a further six protestors were killed during the disturbances in the City bringing 

the total to eight.   

The current situation across Baghdad and parts of southern Iraq remains extremely volatile with the possibility of 

violence escalating further.  As the protests continue to grow, it is unclear what the outcomes will be. According to 

al-Ghad Press, the Ministry of Interior has blocked several TV channels from live broadcasting the events of the 

protests. The Ministry of Interior has specified hotline numbers that protesters can call to report individuals calling 

for violence.  In addition, with tensions across the country rising, the Kuwaiti Ambassador in Iraq has issued a 

travel warning for its citizens, amidst claims that protesters have shut down the Iraqi-Kuwaiti border crossings. A 

similar travel warning was issued by the US Embassy in Iraq.  

Syria says 1,500 IS women transferred to Iraq 

US forces have transferred over 1,500 women linked with the Islamic State group across the border to Iraq since 

the start of the Turkish incursion in north eastern Syria, the Syrian state news agency SANA reported on Oct 

21.  SANA said that he "IS women" were moved from al-Hol camp in the suburbs of Hasaka.  Media outlets 

opposed to Washington said last week that US forces evacuated the wives of IS fighters from the al-Hol camp in 

the far north-eastern Syrian province of Hasaka. There were conflicting reports regarding the destination of the 

said fighters. Some outlets said they were moved further south in Syria, while others said they were transferred to 

Iraq.  Syrian state media had earlier accused the Turkish authorities of freeing IS militants held in Syria.  The UK-

based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR) reported on 22 October that a prominent IS leader has 

resurfaced in the border town of Tal Abyad, alongside 150 other militants.   

Amnesty International releases report citing concern over recent arrests of activists 

Amnesty International has released a report concerning recent arrests of activists in Iraq following the violent 

protests of Oct 01 onwards, saying that the Iraqi authorities “must immediately end a relentless campaign of 

intimidation and assault against activists in Baghdad and reveal the whereabouts of others, among them a doctor 

and a lawyer, forcibly disappeared more than 10 days ago”.  The organization said it had spoken to 11 activists, 

relatives of detained activists, as well as journalists and lawyers from Baghdad, Diwaniya, Basra and Amarah. 

Their testimony shows that Iraqi security forces are systematically targeting anyone speaking out against the 

conduct of security forces during the protests.  Separate reporting yesterday (Oct 19) suggested that the Iraqi 

authorities were gearing up to arrest journalists and activists.  A security source who spoke to the Al-Monitor news 

outlet on condition of anonymity corroborated the report saying “The [PMU] had set a list of names of journalists, 

activists and bloggers to be arrested. The list was set for execution, but the escalating tone of Ayatollah Ali al-

Sistani on Oct 11 pushed them to hold back for a while. Nevertheless, the listed persons remained under 

surveillance."  The PMU subsequently denied the information.  Al-Monitor also said it had learned from the same 

sources that threats were sent from foreign parties to a number of party leaders and religious authorities in Iraq, 

including leader of the opposition National Wisdom Movement Ammar al-Hakim and were warned against 

supporting the protests.  

Economy 
 

US waivers sanctions on Iranian gas and electricity supply to Iraq  

The US State Department said on Oct 16 that it has extended by 120 days a waiver to sanctions allowing Iraq to 

import gas and electricity from Iran stating, “The waiver ensures that Iraq is able to meet its short-term energy 

needs while it takes steps to reduce its dependence on Iranian energy imports,” the State Department said in an 

emailed statement, according to Reuters. “We engage regularly with the Iraqi government to support measures 

that improve Iraq’s energy independence.”    
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the Kurdistan region, two PKK militants were killed in a Turkish airstrike in the Hakurk region in Erbil province 

on Oct 18 and a further two militants were killed in Mount Azmar, north east of Sulaymaniyah.   In addition, twelve 

people were reportedly arrested by Asayish forces in Kabat district, Erbil province after throwing stones at a convoy 

of US vehicles coming from northeastern Syria on Oct 21.   

 

In Nineveh province during the reporting period, a Sunni tribesman was killed in a roadside IED detonation against 

his vehicle in Shurah sub-district, south of Mosul on Oct 17 and two Sunni tribesmen were reportedly killed at the 

entrance of the al-Hadhar district, south of Mosul, following an exchange of gunfire with IS militants.  An off-duty 

Sunni tribesman was killed when an IED detonated on his vehicle in Shurah sub-district, south of Mosul and armed 

assailants shot and killed a shop keeper in the al-Rifa'i district in western Mosul city before fleeing.  An ISF member 

was also shot and killed when unidentified gunmen opened fire on him near his house in Badush region, north 

west of Mosul. 

 

In Kirkuk province, an ISF member was wounded when an IED detonated on a local police patrol IVO Laylan 

Bridge in Kirkuk city, and an IED detonated inside an agricultural land in the Bashir village of Taza sub-district, 

Daquq, injuring one farmer. On Oct 20, two IS militants were reportedly killed in an ambush laid by the federal 
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police near the village of Arisha in Hawija district and on the night of Oct 19, a member of the federal police force 

was killed in an IS attack on a security outpost in the Riyadh sub-district of Hawijah.  In addition, and also in 

Hawijah, two ISF members were wounded when an IED detonated against a federal police patrol in the Rashad 

sub-district, and a civilian was wounded when a gunman opened fire on him in the al-Nasr neighbourhood of Kirkuk 

city.  Several gunmen in Riyadh subdistrict of Hawijah shot at an ISF checkpoint, killing one ISF member and also 

in Riyadh, several mortar rounds reportedly landed close to an ISF HQ although no casualties were reported.  Later 

on the night of Oct 21, two people were reportedly wounded when an IED detonated outside the Badr Organization' 

office in al-Khattab Street in the Qadisiyah district of southern Kirkuk city. ISF EOD subsequently defused a second 

device in the vicinity without incident.  An ISF member was wounded when a roadside IED detonated against a 

federal police patrol in Riyadh sub-district of Hawija and IS gunmen targeted a federal police post in Riyadh sub-

district, Hawija with mortars resulting in five security members wounded and in another attack in Riyadh sub-

district, IS gunmen hit a federal police patrol with SAF, resulting in three security members killed.  Six security 

members and two militants were also killed when IS gunmen clashed with security reinforcements that were 

enroute to the earlier attack in Riyadh.  Finally, a chieftain was killed when IS gunmen raided his house in the 

village of Mreaqa, in the desert area of al-Hadhar district, 90 km south of Mosul. 

Also in Kirkuk, and according to the Rudaw news web site,  50 villages have been evacuated at the foot of 

Qaracheaux Mountain in Makhmour district due to the increased movement of IS militants in the area.   Ahmad 

Omar, a local Muslim imam, told Rudaw that he has left his agricultural land near the mountain “because I cannot 

protect it due to the increasing activities by IS. They hurt people and take ransom or [confiscate] livestock from 

people”.  Rudaw said information obtained from military sources suggested that IS foreign fighters had infiltrated 

this Iraqi area after the territorial defeat of their “caliphate” in neighbouring Syria earlier this year.  The commander 

of the Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga in charge of operations in the Makhmour area, Srud Salih, told Rudaw that some 

“IS militants have returned to Iraq from Syria and this has resulted in problems for some villages”.  He said the 

Iraqi Kurdish forces were on alert in case the militants were to carry out attacks in that area.  He added that the 

villages where the jihadist group operates are located in areas that fall between positions of the Kurdish forces 

and Iraqi federal troops in the Makhmour area.   

In Salah-al-Din province during the reporting period, three policemen were wounded in a clash between the federal 

emergency police and police in Tuz Khurmatu district on the evening of Oct 19.  An anonymous source in Tuz 

Khurmatu district told press that gunfire occurred between a convoy of the federal police that was passing near 

the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) headquarters in the town.  (NFDK). An ISF member was wounded when a 

roadside IED detonated in the Hay al Askari area of Balad and two ISF members were killed and three were 

wounded when IS militants attacked two checkpoints in the Allas oilfield area of the northern Salah-al-Din province 

on Oct 21, according to a statement from the Iraqi military.  IS launched a complex attack comprising SAF and an 

IED which targeted an ISF vehicle killing both occupants.  A joint force consisting of IA and PMF units conducted 

a follow-up operation in order to pursue the militants.  Meanwhile, two senior Iraqi security commanders were 

killed, along with five members from their unit in an attack carried out in another attack by IS.  Major General Ali 

al-Lami, the commander of the fourth federal police division, and Brigadier General Mohammed Allawi, the head 

of operations for the same police division, were killed by SAF in Al-Zor area north of Samarra city during a recce 

mission on Oct 22.  Five other security personnel accompanying the two commanders were also killed in the 

attack.  ISF launched a security operation in the al-Zor area, north of Samarra in response to the IS attack that 

targeted a federal police convoy in which six police officers including two senior commanders were killed on Oct 

22.  Three Iraqi airstrikes targeted IS positions near the Ain al-Faras village, Tharthar Lake, north west of Samarra 

City, and an ISF member was killed when IS gunmen attacked Counter Terrorism Service (CTS) personnel in 

Dujail district with silenced weapons. (NFDK). Finally, a number of IS militants shot at ISF members in the Sur 

Shanas area of Samarra, killing two ISF members and wounding two others. 

 

In Diyala, northeast of Baqubah in a series of incidents in Abu Saida district on Oct 24, unidentified armed men 

shot and killed the Mayor, Harith al-Rubaie.  Rubaie was reportedly assassinated in the center of Abi Saida by a 

former member of his bodyguard team as he attended a lunch meeting in the district.  It was also reported that a 

Sheikh who was said to be close to the Mayor was also killed in the attack. In  separate, but possibly related 
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incidents, unidentified armed men shot and killed Saad Majid al-Sarioui, the head of Abu Saida Council, along with 

his son and another relative, and Colonel Muhammad al-Humairi, the head of the Jinsiyah Office was also killed 

in an attack by unidentified armed men.  As a result, the Diyala Governor, Ali al-Tamimi directed that the ISF 

impose a curfew in Abu Saida and other areas of Diyala province on the night of Oct 24 while they investigated 

the “criminally motivated” killings.   

 

Meanwhile, belated reporting indicates that on the night of Oct 17, an ISF member was killed and a second 

wounded in an IS sharp shooter attack on a security outpost near the village of Abu Khamis in Buhriz sub-district, 

south of Baqubah.  Two security members were wounded when an IED detonated against an ISF patrol in 

Khanaqin district and, on the night of October 22, ISF repulsed an IS attack near the Tal Munjal and Shirk villages 

in Khanaqin district, although no casualties were reported, and ISF, supported by helicopters, began an anti-IS 

security operation in the orchards of Abu Karma and al-Mukheisah, Busaybeh, Boudja and Abdelhamid villages in 

the Waqif Basin, 25 km north east of Baqubah resulting in the destruction of five hideouts containing explosives 

and the discovery of  5 x IEDs and food and logistic supplies.  An ISF member was killed and second wounded in 

an IS sharp shooter attack on a security checkpoint in Abu Khamees villages, Buhriz sub-district, south of Baqubah 

and a Sunni Tribesmen member was killed in an IS sharp shooter attack on a security outposts in al-Lahib village, 

Buhriz sub-district, south of Baqubah.  Suspected IS militants attacked several villages in Diyala’s Sheikh Bawa 

area in Jalawla sub-district on Oct 24 and a 12-year-old boy was killed and five others including a woman were 

wounded (all from one family) when IS gunmen raided a house belonging to an ISF member in the village of Um 

al-Hunta in Sheik Baba area in the outskirts of Jalawla sub-district.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

Activity in Anbar province this week an ISF operation in the al-Rashad area of Karma district in eastern Anbar 

province, cleared 7 x IEDs and seized a quantity of explosives and Anbar IPS arrested two suspects in the Golan 

neighbourhood of Fallujah city for their alleged involvement in criminal and terrorist activities in Najaf province. A 

male and his three sons were reportedly shot and killed when his nephew opened fire on them using a PK machine 

gun in Ramadi district before fleeing. The incident is thought to be related to a family dispute. 

 

The Iraqi government has also reportedly ordered the deployment of more troops along the border with Syria to 

prevent any possible infiltration by Islamic State militants amid a Turkish offensive in northern Syria. The Iraqi 

cabinet ordered the increased reinforcement at the border located west of Anbar Province, member of Anbar 

provincial council Farhan al-Dulaimi told the Beirut-based website Al-Sumaria News on 20 October.  The move 

comes following reports that detained IS militants might be released from Syrian prisons and could, therefore, pose 

a threat to the security and stability of the western areas, Dulaimi stated.  He added that the current situation along 

the Syria border is “secure and stable” and no infiltration by IS militants took place.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

The widespread violence in Baghdad city on Oct 25/26 is covered in the Protest Synopsis paragraph earlier in 

this report.  

 

In other notable security incidents in the City this week, a low-yield IED detonated in front of a GOI member's 

home in Jawdain, Kadhimiyah district, causing material damage only and unidentified gunmen in two separate 

incidents in Sadr City shot and killed two civilians and wounded another.  The Iraqi Interior Ministry also stated 

that a Katyusha rocket was found in the Al-Forat district of West Rashid district and a hand grenade detonated 

in front of a Sadrist member's house in the Baladiyat area of New Baghdad district, causing material damage 

only Meanwhile, a security source stated that Major General Tawfeeq Ahmed has been appointed as the 

temporary Police Chief for Baghdad until a permanent appointment is made.  This comes after the government 

committee's report investigating violence in recent demonstrations recommended relieving Baghdad Police 

Chief Salah Mahdi from duty.  

 

In the wider Baghdad belts, IS gunmen reportedly attacked the vehicle of an off-duty Sunni Tribesmen member 

with SAF and detonated an IED against ISF first responders near Medawar village in Tarmiyah district.  Two 

security members were killed, and two others wounded in the attack.  In addition, on Oct 22, IS gunmen attacked 

a federal police post with SAF near the Sheikh Ibrahim village in Mashahada sub-district, also in Tarmiyah, 

resulting in one ISF member killed.  Finally, two security members were killed when IS gunmen attacked the 

vehicle of a National Security Agency employee with SAF near the Um Najim village, also in Mashahada sub-

district. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Southern Provinces – Protest Activity Synopsis 

 

Wasit.  On the morning of Oct 25, hundreds of people gathered outside the Wasit governorate building in Kut city, 

demanding job opportunities, reforms and anti-corruption efforts.  A number of tents were installed by the 

protesters in the vicinity, likely to stage an open-ended sit-in.  Security forces closed all entry points into the facility 

with concrete barriers and razor wire ahead of the protest activity.  Later in the day it was reported that the Dawa 

Party HQ had been attacked by protestors, as had the PMU headquarters of the Saraya al-Khorasani. 10 people 

have been reported injured in Wasit province so far. 

 

Babel.  On the morning of Oct 25, hundreds of people demonstrated outside the Babel Provincial Council Building 

in Hillah city, demanding job opportunities, reforms and anti-corruption efforts.  Overnight, protesters burned the 

office of a parliament member, and the local headquarters of political parties including the Reform Trend and State 

of Law coalition. Demonstrators also reportedly ‘stormed’ the offices of the Basha’ir Movement and attacked the 

home of Raed al-Jubouri, the Babil provincial council chairman who recently resigned after evidence surfaced that 

he authorized use of force against protesters. Demonstrators also reportedly stormed the headquarters of AAH 

and the Virtue Party. 

 

Dhi Qar.  On the night of October 24, hundreds of people demonstrated IVO al-Haboubi Square in Nasiriyah city, 

demanding job opportunities, reforms, anti-corruption efforts, constitutional amendments and the holding of early 

parliamentary elections.  Reports stated there was an exchange of roses and flags between demonstrators and 
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security forces, and the new police commander met the demonstrators.  The protest activity carried on through the 

night with the number of protestors multiplying to around 3,000 according to press reporting, with the crowd moving 

to the area outside the Dhi Qar Provincial Council Building which was later attacked and set alight.  In a separate, 

smaller demonstration hundreds of people demonstrated in the Rifa'i district, north of Nasiriyah, demanding job 

opportunities, reforms and anti-corruption efforts.  It was later reported that the Badr and Dawa party offices in 

Nasiriyah were set alight by protestors late in the afternoon of Oct 25.  Nine people have been reportedly killed 

and 90 injured in Dhi Qar province so far.  Nasiriyah demonstrators also reportedly prevented the Iraqiya Channel 

from covering the demonstrations because of its perceived anti-protester stance taken during the early October 

demonstrations. 

 

Karbala.  On the morning of October 25, dozens of people gathered IVO al-Tarbiyah Square in central Karbala 

city, demanding job opportunities, reforms and anti-corruption efforts.  Overnight at least 50 people were reportedly 

injured in ongoing protests. 

 

Diwaniyah.  On the night of Oct 24, thousands of people demonstrated in Diwaniyah city, demanding job 

opportunities, reforms and anti-corruption efforts.  On the morning of Oct 25, hundreds of people gathered outside 

the local council building in Dagharah district, demanding job opportunities, reforms and anti-corruption efforts. 12 

people were reportedly killed in confrontations with the Badr Organisation and 112 people were injured.   

 

Muthanna.  On the morning of Oct 25, thousands of people staged a marching protest from Grand Celebrations 

Yard to the Muthanna Governorate building in Samawah city, to demand job opportunities, reforms, the resignation 

of the Prime Minister, the Muthanna Governor and the implementation of anti-corruption efforts.  Security forces 

closed all entries of the facility with concrete barriers and razor wire. The site was subsequently stormed by 

protesters but later recaptured by ISF.  In addition, in Samawah City, a number of protesters reportedly set fire to 

the offices of the Hikma Front (led by Ammar al-Hakim), the Dawa Party, the al-Nasr Alliance, the al-Fadhila Islamic 

Party, the al-Bashir Movement, Badr and Saraya al-Khorasani.  A number of protestors also attempted to break 

into the office of the Asaib Ahl al-Haq (AAH) in Samawah city, with security guards firing multiple shots into the air 

to disperse the gathering.  One person was reportedly killed, and 151 people injured in disturbances overnight in 

Muthanna province. 

 

Najaf.  A local resident of Diwaniyah Province was arrested at a security checkpoint in the Manathera district, 

south of Najaf, in possession of one sniper rifle along with 37 rounds of ammunition.  On the morning of Oct 25, 

hundreds of people gathered IVO Thawrat al-Ishrin Square in central Najaf city, demanding job opportunities, 

reforms and anti-corruption efforts.   

 

Maysan.  On the night of Oct 24, dozens of people demonstrated in Amarah city, demanding job opportunities, 

reforms and anti-corruption efforts.  Thousands” of protesters in the Maysan provincial capital of Amara set fire to 

the local Dawa Party headquarters and attempted to do the same to the local headquarters of the Asai’b Ahl Al 

Haq (AAH). Multiple reports indicate AAH opened fire on protesters in response.  Hundreds of demonstrators 

gathered in front of the Maysan governorate building at 9pm on Oct 24, chanting slogans against the ruling political 

elite and declaring their rejection of the reform packages launched by the Iraqi government. Protestors also 

expressed dissatisfaction with the findings of the High Investigation Committee.   At least nine people have been 

killed and over 105 injured so far in Dhi Qar province, with and officer from the National Intelligence Service and a 

leader in the AAH also among the dead.  

 

Basra.  On the morning of Oct 25, hundreds of people gathered outside the Basra governorate building, 

demanding job opportunities, reforms and anti-corruption efforts. A number of tents were installed by the protesters 

in the vicinity, likely to stage an open-ended sit-in.  In addition and also on the morning of Oct 25, dozens of people 

demonstrated IVO Safwan Border Crossing point with Kuwait, demanding job opportunities, reforms and anti-

corruption efforts.  A number of tires were set ablaze by the protesters.  At the same time, dozens of people 

demonstrated IVO Umm Qasr Port, demanding job opportunities, reforms and anti-corruption efforts.  In the late 
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afternoon, a number of protesters demonstrated in Qurna demanding the overthrow of the government, an end to 

corruption and jobs for the unemployed.  Overnight, it was reported that protesters had burned unspecified 

buildings near the center of government in Basra City with a possible grenade attack on the Basra Provincial 

Headquarters building.  ISF deployed reinforcements to the Basra government headquarters.  At this time, three 

people have been killed in the riots and up to 301 people injured. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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