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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since they started on 25 October 2019 have to date 

left 100 people dead and over 3500 injured.  The southern regions witnessed the deadliest protests with at 

least 32 killed and more than 1000 people injured.  Iraq descended into violence once again as protesters 

called for an end to rampant corruption and chronic unemployment which escalated into calls for a complete 

overhaul of the political system.  As the protests peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused 

not only on the government, both national and provincial,  but also the various Shia militias or the Popular 

Mobilisation Units as they are known.  A number of PMU headquarters were attacked and set on fire, with 

protestors accusing them of being aligned to Iran and of firing on the crowds during the previous round of 

protests which began on October 01.  At the time of this report, protestors have attempted to enter the 

International Zone (IZ) on a daily basis, in order to carry out a long-term sit-in protest outside the Parliament 

building in the IZ, although so far, they have not succeeded in breaching ISF defences.  In the south, the Iraqi 

security authorities have imposed a curfew in six provinces, (Basra, Dhi Qar, Maysan, Wasit, Babil, and 

Muthanna) after clashes between protestors and security forces overnight on Oct 25, including some PMU 

factions, resulted in a high number of fatalities and injuries on both sides. In Nasiriyah (Dhi Qar province), Asaib 

Ahl al-Haq (League of the Righteous) members fired on protesters attempting to set fire to their offices, killing 

six.  Protest-related deaths were also recorded in Amarah (Maysan province), Basra (Basra province), and 

Samawah (Al-Muthanna province).  Related protests have been reported in Najaf and Wasit provinces and a 

number of government buildings, political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire.  

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Mahdi’s promises to the crowds that continue to besiege Tahrir Square in Baghdad 

that their concerns will be addressed has fallen on deaf ears, and it is not clear how the Iraqi government will 

be able to address the Iraqi people’s grievances.  In the short term, violent demonstrations in Baghdad and the 

south will continue with more loss of life expected.   

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines 

the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a 

significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital 

which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the 

capability to launch operations of this nature within the City, especially during the Arba’een commemorations 

between Oct 19 and 20.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Violent protests in Baghdad and southern Iraq continue   
Protests have continued in Baghdad and across the southern provinces throughout the review period.  In Baghdad 

City, the crowds have continued to make attempts to breach the integrity of the former International Zone (IZ) on 

a daily basis.  Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), deployed in number, have been successful in halting these attempts, 

nevertheless violent clashes have continued throughout the week as ISF attempt to quell the demonstrations. 

While the protests have largely been confined to the east bank of the Tigris and the area of Tahrir Square, 

demonstrations have also taken place in the vicinity of Baghdad University situated on the Karadah Peninsular. 

Protestors unable to breach the ISF line on Jumhuriyah Bridge have also increasingly seeking alternative routes 

across the Tigris in order to make their way to the IZ, mainly by moving north and attempting to cross the Sinak 

Bridge (Bridge 2) into the Karkh area. These attempts have similarly been repelled by ISF.  

IS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi killed in US SF operation in Syria 
IS has confirmed the death of its leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and its spokesman Abu al-Hasan al-Muhajir in 

Syria.  The confirmation came in an audio message which was released via IS outlets on the messaging service 

Telegram on Oct 31.  In the audio message, IS's new spokesman Abu Hamza al-Qurashi said the group’s Shura 

Council (Consultative) has chosen Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurashi as the group’s new leader and "caliph".  The 

spokesperson has called on Muslims to pledge allegiance to the new leader who had allegedly fought the West 

and the US.  The message came four days after the US announcement of al-Baghdadi's death.  Al-Muhajir was 

killed on Oct 27 in a joint operation by US and Kurdish-led forces in the Syrian village of Ain al-Bayda near the 

Turkish-controlled town of Jarablus. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Current Situation Overview 
Protests have continued in Baghdad and across the southern provinces throughout the review period.  In Baghdad 

City, the crowds have continued to make attempts to breach the integrity of the former International Zone (IZ) on 

a daily basis.  Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), deployed in number, have been successful in halting these attempts, 

nevertheless violent clashes have continued throughout the week as ISF attempt to quell the demonstrations. 

While the protests have largely been confined to the east bank of the Tigris and the area of Tahrir Square, 

demonstrations have also taken place in the vicinity of Baghdad University situated on the Karadah Peninsular. 

Protestors unable to breach the ISF line on Jumhuriyah Bridge have also increasingly seeking alternative routes 

across the Tigris in order to make their way to the IZ, mainly by moving north and attempting to cross the Sinak 

Bridge (Bridge 2) into the Karkh area. These attempts have similarly been repelled by ISF. Overnight on Oct 31 / 

Nov 01 it was reported two protesters were killed (included a female) and 145 injured when ISF used live rounds 

to disperse protestors on the Sinak Bridge as they attempted to make their way to the Iranian Embassy. And in 

western Baghdad approximately 1000 protestors, including students, were observed over several days occupying 

Nisour Square located just outside the IZ to the north of ECP 4. Smaller scale protests, largely by students, have 

also broken out throughout the city. Students are also holding similar demonstrations across the southern 

provinces.  

Similarly, the protests come against the backdrop of elevated tensions between Iran and the US and it is assessed 

the threat of attacks against the US presence in Iraq is heightened at this time.  Since the outbreak of the latest 

wave of protests there have been three Indirect Fire (IDF) attacks targeting US facilities in Iraq over successive 

days: on Oct 28 three rounds of IDF impacted Taji Military Complex (TMC) north of Baghdad; on Oct 29 two rounds 

of IDF impacted close to the US Embassy’s Baghdad Diplomatic Support Centre located within the Baghdad 

International Airport (BIAP) complex; and on Oct 30 one round of IDF impacted within the IZ close to ECP 8 

(located on Kindi Street approximately 50 metres from the main entrance to the US Embassy) killing an ISF 

member. It is highly likely all three attacks were conducted by an Iranian-backed SMG. As the protests continue it 

is assessed the threat of further similar attacks is extant. This threat could be raised further if protestors attack 

Iran’s Embassy in Baghdad. 

The demonstrations take place against the backdrop of the news Daesh leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi was killed 

in a US military operation in northern Syria over the weekend. At the time of reporting Daesh reaction has been 

muted. But it is possible Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi’s death, including the manner in which he met his fate, could 

increase local intent to conduct attacks. Notwithstanding this assessment Baghdadi’s death will not have improved 

Daesh capability which still remains constrained. Nevertheless, Iraq’s outspoken claims of involvement in the 

operation may further incite the potential for lone wolf attacks by elements loyal to IS / Baghdadi’s brand of 

violence. In a press statement released on Oct 27 Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi hinted at Iraq’s role in 

the killing of Daesh leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi claiming it was part of a "special operation" that began last year. 

In remarks carried by the state-run Iraqia News TV, Mahdi said: "The intelligence service is completing the defeat 

of IS with an intelligence coup that led to the IS leader’s demise." He noted that some people close to Baghdadi’s 

family had been arrested during the operation, which began in June last year, a development which helped uncover 

Baghdadi’s whereabouts in Syria. 

In Baghdad while there is a possibility for a limited increase in the immediate-term threat, it remains unlikely IS 

has the current ability to conduct a significant high intensity attack against a highly defended location. 

Nevertheless, ongoing protests offer an opportunity to strike a large crowd, including through the deployment of a 

Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive Device (VBIED) or a suicide attacker. Such an attack at this juncture would 

likely garner notable media coverage due to the increase in international news coverage from Baghdad in response 

to the protests. 

Meanwhile, the political situation in Iraq is in turmoil.  While the protesters lack official leaders or representatives 

to express their demands, their street slogans and social media statements point to certain key demands, 
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including: amending the constitution to remove sectarianism from the Iraqi government; changing voting laws to 

guarantee impartial elections; demanding that the judicial system fight corruption promptly; and replacing the 

government with one that is able to provide jobs and services to citizens. Some are raising more fundamental 

requests such as placing Iraq under United Nations supervision or changing the parliamentary system back to the 

presidential form of government in place under Saddam Hussein. 

Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has reached out to the protesters in public speeches, offering to disarm the 

militias and change electoral laws while promising jobs and better services. He has promised to replace his Cabinet 

with non-sectarian independents and said he would replace the Independent High Electoral Commission with an 

impartial and professional commission. He has also acknowledged that some militias are refusing to come under 

government control and promised to dissolve and disarm any militias that do not integrate into the state forces. 

His reform plans remain vague, however, and he has taken few if any practical steps to implement them. President 

Barham Salih also supports protesters’ demands and has been working to change the country’s unpopular 

electoral law so that people can elect parliamentarians directly. The current electoral law is based on the Sainte-

Lague method, with votes going to political parties rather than individual candidates. This, critics say, allows parties 

to play with the votes in order to maintain influence and dictate demands of the parliamentarians.  

Salih is also working on reforming the electoral commission, bringing in independent experts, judges and so forth 

as members, rather than the current composition that relies primarily on representatives of political parties. In a 

special session on Oct 28, parliament offered several of its own reform plans including reducing the salaries of 

Iraqi officials and members of parliament. The protests, however, are not letting up. Meanwhile senior Shiite cleric 

Ali Sistani in an Oct. 11 sermon supported the protesters’ demands and slammed the government for using 

excessive force. And the leader of the largest parliamentary bloc, Muqtada al-Sadr, has asked Abdul Mahdi to 

resign even though Sadr had backed Abdul Mahdi's bid for the premiership. 

If Abdul Mahdi does step down, the president would take over as prime minister and the government would give 

way to a caretaker government. It’s also possible that parliament could remove Abdul Mahdi if one-fifth of members 

call for a vote of no confidence and then the vote is approved by a majority. In either case, in the prime minister's 

absence the president would then charge the nominee of the largest parliamentary bloc with forming a new 

government. If the parliament failed to form a new government, it can dissolve itself with majority vote and the 

current government would turn to a caretaker government and it would have to organize new elections in 60 days. 

Parliament could also withdraw confidence from the prime minister based on a request from the president. 

Anti-government demonstrations will likely endure within Baghdad and the southern provincial capitals in the 

coming days. The risk of civil unrest will remain HIGH during this period.  Security forces retain the intent to use 

deadly force, including live ammunition, to suppress protests that become unmanageable. Targeted campaigns of 

violence against activists are likely to continue.  Political figures are likely to express support for the demonstrations 

to politically hijack them.  Foreign businesses and diplomatic missions in proximity to violent unrest will face 

incidental security risks. The government's pre-emptive measures to limit protests will cause operational disruption.  

Demonstrations and civil unrest are likely to endure over the coming days, unless major developments take place, 

such as the resignation of Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi. 

Security 
 

IS Leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi killed in US SF operation 
The United States military has conducted a special operations raid targeting one of its most high-value targets, 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of the Islamic State militant group (IS), Newsweek has reported overnight. 

President Donald Trump approved the mission nearly a week before it took place according to the report.  Amid 

reports on Oct 26 U.S. military helicopters over Syria's north western Idlib province, a senior Pentagon official 

familiar with the operation and Army official briefed on the matter told Newsweek that Baghdadi was the target of 

the top-secret operation in the last bastion of the country's Islamist-dominated opposition, a faction that has 

clashed with IS in recent years. A U.S. Army official briefed on the results of the operation said that Baghdadi was 

killed in the raid with the Defense Department telling the White House they have "high confidence" that the high-
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value target killed was Baghdadi, but further verification is pending. Members of a team from the Joint Special 

Operations Command carried out the Oct 26 high-level operation after receiving actionable intelligence, according 

to sources familiar with the operation. The location raided by special operations troops had been under surveillance 

for some time.  On the evening of Oct 26, after the operation had concluded, President Trump tweeted: "Something 

very big has just happened!" The White House announced later that the president will make a "major statement" 

on Oct 27 at 9:00 a.m.  Later this week, Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has said that the killing of al-

Baghdadi was part of a "special operation" that began last year.  In remarks carried by the state-run Iraqia News 

TV on Oct 27, Mahdi said: "The intelligence service is completing the defeat of IS with an intelligence coup that 

led to the IS leader’s demise."  He noted that some people close to Baghdadi’s family had been arrested during 

the operation, which began in June last year, a development which helped uncover Baghdadi’s whereabouts in 

Syria.   

Later this week, IS confirmed the death of its leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and its spokesman Abu al-Hasan al-

Muhajir in Syria.  The confirmation came in an audio message which was released via IS outlets on the messaging 

service Telegram on Oct 31.  In the audio message, IS's new spokesman Abu Hamza al-Qurashi said the group’s 

Shura Council (Consultative) has chosen Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurashi as the group’s new leader and 

"caliph".  The spokesperson has called on Muslims to pledge allegiance to the new leader who had allegedly fought 

the West and the US.  The message came four days after the US announcement of al-Baghdadi's death.  Al-

Muhajir was killed on Oct 27 in a joint operation by US and Kurdish-led forces in the Syrian village of Ain al-Bayda 

near the Turkish-controlled town of Jarablus. 

Veteran jihadist group claims attack in Iraq following 'long absence' 

Veteran Iraqi jihadist group Ansar al-Islam Group has claimed carrying out a deadly attack in the eastern province 

of Diyala on Oct 29.  According to a prominent supporter of al-Qaeda, Shibl al-Aqidah who promoted the claim on 

the messaging app Telegram on Oct 30, the attack marks a comeback for Ansar al-Islam to Iraq after an absence 

of several years.  Ansar al-Islam has been operating in Syria for several years and is currently part of the jihadist 

alliance Incite the Believers, which is led by Hurras al-Din, the un-announced al-Qaeda branch in Syria. In the 

statement, Ansar al-Islam says its militants used an improvised explosive device to target members of the Shia-

dominated Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) paramilitary force in the Jalawla area.  According to the statement 

one PMF member was killed while another sustained serious injuries in the bombing.  The statement accused the 

two men of "harming" Sunnis in the area.  The claim featured two images purporting to show the victims.    

The statement has so far been promoted only by Shibl al-Aqidah, a reliable source of news about al-Qaeda and 

groups which share the organisation's ideology.  Ansar al-Islam currently does not appear to have a Telegram 

channel. This is likely due to the ongoing clampdown by Telegram on jihadist groups and their 

supporters.  According to Shibl al-Aqidah, the attack in Diyala against the PMF signals the return of Ansar al-Islam 

to Iraq. He said this is their first attack in the country "after a long absence".   

Military grade tear gas cannisters used against protestors: Amnesty International 

On the evening of Oct 31, Amnesty International released a report, in which it revealed that the security forces 

have been using two previously unseen military-grade tear gas grenades to kill rather than to disperse protesters 

gathered throughout the country. According to the report, the security forces have been aiming at protesters heads 

and bodies at “point-blank range,” which has resulted in devastating results. According to Amnesty, these findings 

were confirmed with video footage and CAT-scans from medical professionals in Baghdad. While this was not 

necessarily a new revelation, as it corroborates with the findings of the investigation committee formed by the Iraqi 

Government, it shows that despite claiming to change their response to protests, the Iraqi Government has 

continued to quell protests in a similar fashion. This report has caused an outcry amongst activists and protesters, 

who say that the security forces are still using tear gas against protesters. Furthermore, some reports say that the 

grenades that haven used by the Iraqi Government, have also caused severe burns to protesters bodies, which 

brings into question the materials being used to manufacture them. According to the Iraqi High Commission for 

Human Rights (IHCHR), six people were killed, and over 300 were injured in Thursday's protests alone. 
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Economy 
 

Iran, Iraq join power grids 

Iran and Iraq have joined their power grids to facilitate energy trade between the two countries, Iran's  ISNA news 

agency reported on Nov 01.  The two countries made operational the agreement they had reached early this year. 

The agreement allows the neighbours to cooperate and synchronise power grids, reduce energy wastage in the 

Iraqi grid, and enable Iranian companies' involvement to make up Iraq's power deficit until the end of 

2021.  Synchronising the two power grids means matching the speed and frequency of generators and other 

facilities used in the grids.   Iran's Energy Minister Reza Ardanian said Iran was planning to export power to Syria 

through Iraq adding that Iran plans to synchronise its power grid with that of Russia.   Payam Baqeri, the head of 

the Export Committee of Iran Electrical Energy Syndicate has said Iran needs to increase the export of power to 

neighbours to the point that damaging the trade would become "highly risky".   He said: "Iran's electricity export to 

Iraq stopped temporarily in Summer 2018, and this led to unrest in many Iraqi cities. Thus, electricity export can 

be described as electricity diplomacy." 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the Kurdistan region, limited Turkish airstrikes have been noted during the reporting period in the Mount Qara 

region of Dohuk province. Meanwhile, graduates of the Kurdistan Region’s medical universities and institutes 

protested on Oct 27 in front of the technical institute in Chwarchra in Sulaimaniyah city calling for the government 

to offer more job opportunities in the public sector.  The protesters cited the improved economy as a reason why 

the government should remove those measures and increase hiring in the public sector.   

 

In Nineveh province, an up-tick in the number of IS attacks has been noted, indicating a continued presence of IS 

sleeper cells in a number of areas within the province.  Seven IS insurgents were reportedly killed in an intelligence-

led operation in Qayyarah sub-district, south of Mosul and two ISF members were killed and a third wounded in 

an IED detonation on their patrol in the old city of Mosul.  In addition, two ISF members were killed and a third was 

wounded when an IED detonated against a dismounted patrol in Adnaniyah sub-district, Ba'aj and another IED 

detonated against an IA patrol in the al-Obour area, south west of Mosul, resulting in three ISF members killed.   
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Four ISF members were also killed and a fifth was wounded when IS gunmen attacked a checkpoint in al-Hadhar 

district, 90 km south of Mosul and an IS sniper targeted a Sunni tribesmen post which was followed by an IED 

attack against responders.  Four security members were killed, and two others were wounded.  An IED detonated 

against an ISF vehicle near the Atshana Mountain, west of Mosul, resulting in one ISF member killed and three 

others wounded.  Two Sunni tribesmen were killed and a third wounded when IS gunmen detonated an IED against 

a security patrol in the Al Khazir, east of Mosul on Oct 28, and a civilian was wounded when a roadside IED 

detonated against his vehicle near the village of Ali Rash, south east of Mosul, also on Oct 28. A second IED 

detonated on an ISF vehicle responding to the earlier IED incident although no casualties were reported during 

this “come-on” attack.  A civilian was reportedly killed, and three others were wounded in an IED detonation in the 

village of Qazil Koyu in Mosul on Oct 28 and a Sunni tribesmen member was killed in an IED detonation that 

targeted his vehicle in the village of Hamadhiya of Qayyarah sub-district.  In addition, IS gunmen attacked a Sunni 

tribesmen patrol with SAF near the village of Malha, al-Hadhar district, 90 km south of Mosul; resulting in four 

security members killed. Finally IS gunmen attacked a Sunni tribesmen vehicle with SAF in the village of Zawiya, 

Qayyarah sub-district, resulting in three security members killed.   

 

In Kirkuk province, the PMU’s 56th Bde (Sunni Tribesmen) repulsed an IS attack in the al-Abbasi sub-district, 

Hawijah and on the morning of Oct 27, unconfirmed reports stated that a US patrol reportedly clashed with a group 

of IS militants in Mount Qarachuq in Makhmour.  Coalition warplanes gave close air support, bombarding the area 

intensively, enabling the US troops to retreat.  No casualties were sustained.  In a separate incident, a US-led 

Coalition airstrike killed five IS militants near the village of Shenshin in the Altun Kupri sub district of Dibis.  IS 

gunmen attacked an Iraqi police checkpoint in Makhmour district, killing two security members and kidnapping a 

third and it was also reported that IS gunmen attacked a Sunni tribesmen’s post in Hawijah and launched an IED 

attack against reinforcements that were sent to the incident minutes later.  An IED also detonated on a Sunni 

tribesmen patrol near the village of Amoudiya in Zab sub-district, Hawijah, resulting in one security member killed 

and another wounded on Oct 28.  In Kirkuk City on Oct 28, ISF EOD disarmed an IED found near the Iraqi Turkmen 

Front  Office, without incident and an ISF member was killed and two others were wounded when an IED detonated 

against their patrol in the village of Qush Tapa, Makhmour district. IS reportedly shelled federal police posts near 

the village of Rabidha, in Rashad sub-district with mortars, resulting in five security members wounded and IS 

gunmen attacked a Sunni tribesmen vehicle with SAF near the village of Sharia, Hawija district, resulting in one 

security member killed. Another Sunni tribesmen commander was killed when IS gunmen raided his house in the 

village of Ghaziya, Hawijah.  Approximately 4000 civilians also reportedly demonstrated in Kirkuk, showing support 

for the protesters in Baghdad.  

 

In Salah-al-Din, an off-duty Sunni tribesmen member was killed when an IED detonated against his vehicle near 

the village of Hanshi, north west of Baiji and two Sunni tribesmen were killed when IS gunmen attacked a post 

with SAF near the village of Al Majal, west of Tikrit.  Several IS members in the Ali Rash village area shot at security 

forces with 2 x IS militants killed in the ensuing firefight and IS gunmen reportedly attacked a Sunni tribesmen’s 

checkpoint in Jellam, north east of Samarra with SAF and RPGs, resulting in three security members killed.  The 

PMU’s 1st Bde (Badr) also repulsed an IS attack on a security outpost in the Sijla area towards the main road that 

links Dujail and Balad districts and the PMU’s 43rd Bde (Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq) also thwarted an IS attack in the al-

Rafiat area of Balad district.  The two attacks were reportedly IS attempts to control the Balad / Dujail 

MSR.  Meanwhile, multiple IEDs detonated against a convoy of the Oil Protection Force (OPF) near Tal Gseaba 

area, east of Tikrit, resulting in one security member killed and seven others wounded. Finally, IS gunmen attacked 

a PMU HQ in Dujail district with mortars followed by a ground assault.  Six PMU members were killed, and 5 others 

wounded. 

Another extremely busy period in Diyala province in terms of serious security incidents.  A Kurdish civilian  was 

reportedly killed when two gunmen affiliated with the White Flags group intercepted three shepherds near the 

villages of Balahka and Duraji in Zinane sub-district, close to the boundaries of Tuz Khurmatu district in Salah-al-

Din province.   
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An ISF member was killed and a second wounded in an IS sharp shooter attack on a security outpost near the 

industrial complex area, west of Baqubah.  In addition, IS gunmen attacked an ISF post in Khanaqin district, killing 

one ISF member and wounding another and IS snipers targeted an IA post near the village of Umm Tleal, al-Adhim 

sub-district, resulting in one ISF member killed and a second wounded.  IS snipers targeted another IA post near 

the village of Suleiman, Jalawla sub-district, resulting in one ISF member killed and three others wounded and in 

a separate attack, IS snipers targeted an IP post in Gatoun district in western Baqubah city, with one ISF member 

killed during the incident. A second incident was also reported in the same area when IS gunmen attacked a Sunni 

tribesmen checkpoint with SAF, also in Gatoun district resulting in 4 security members killed.  An IED detonated 

against a police patrol near the village of Zaghnayah, north east of Baqubah, killing two ISF members and 

wounding two others and IS gunmen also ambushed a convoy of the 1st PMU Bde with SAF and RPG rockets in 

the Naft Khana region near the Iranian border on Oct 27 resulting in seven PMU members killed and two others 

wounded. In addition in three more separate attacks in the same region, four PMU members were also killed, and 

several others wounded.  The PMU subsequently initiated a counterattack against insurgents in the area and 

managed to kill three militants.  The PMU’s 1st Bde also reportedly killed two IS militants on a motorcycle near the 

Naft Khana oil field on the same day. 

 

A civil servant and his daughter were killed when an IED detonated against his vehicle in Nahr Al-Imam area on 

the outskirts of Muqdadiyah district northeast of Baquba on Oct 28 and another civilian was killed and two others 

were wounded in an IED detonation near the village of al-Islah in the outskirts of Jalawla sub-district, also on Oct 

28.  A civilian was killed by a stray bullet in the al-Hashimyat area of Khalis district and several IS members shot 

at civilians in Habhab subdistrict, also in Khalis, killing one civilian. IS gunmen also reportedly shot and killed a 

civilian in the village of Abada, west of Baqubah on Oct 29.  In Diyala province, two mortars detonated at an 

unspecified location on the main road leading to the Diyala provincial council building in central Baqubah, without 

causing casualties on Oct 29 and ISF repulsed an IS attack on a security outpost in the Qaya area on the outskirts 

of Khanaqin district. Elsewhere in Khanaqin, multiple IS positions were targeted with ISF mortar shelling.  Two 

mortar rounds also impacted in the village of al-Islah in the outskirts of Jalawla sub-district on Oct 29 and a civilian 

was killed and a second wounded when an IED detonated inside a farm in the village of Umm al-Hunta also in 

Jalawla.  IS snipers targeted an ISF checkpoint near Bazoul village, west of Baqubah, resulting in two ISF members 

killed and multiple IEDs detonated on a PMU convoy near the village of Asriya, Khanaqin district, resulting in 7 

PMU members wounded.  In Diyala province, IS gunmen attacked PMU posts near the village of Qaya village, 

Khanaqin district, with SAF and RPGs, resulting in 3 x PMU members killed and a fourth wounded.  Another PMU 

member was killed, and two others were wounded in an IS sharp shooter attack on a PMU post near the village of 

Hilan, Qara Tapa sub-district of Khanaqin and four federal police members were wounded in an IED detonation 

which targeted their patrol in al-Adhaim sub-district, north of Baqubah.   

 

Demonstration activity also continues in Diyala province. Thousands of people have demonstrated in Baqubah 

city, the Khan Bani Saad sub-district, Muqdadiyah district, Qazaniyah sub-district, east of Baqubah, and outside 

the local council building in Jalawla sub-district, Khanaqin, demanding resignation of the mayor Yaqoob Yusif.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

In Anbar province during the review period, three IS militants on motorcycles were killed and two others were 

arrested in an air drop operation carried by the 7th IA infantry Division, west of Lake Tharthar in Anbar province.  

An IS commander was reportedly killed in an ambush laid by the ISF and Sunni tribesmen in the desert area near 

lake Tharthar on Oct 28 and ISF killed three IS militants and arrested two would-be suicide attackers riding 

motorcycles after a contact during an air drop operation carried out in the Ja'al valley, Sin al-Dhieb and Houran 

valleys in Rutbah and Qaim districts.  Two explosive belts and a number of assault rifles were seized.  An ISF 

member was killed and three others were wounded in an alleged US-led coalition airstrike in the Tal'iya area of al-

Baghdadi sub-district, Hit, and a landmine placed near one of the main roads leading to the desert of al-Rutbah 

district, left two civilians wounded.  A Sunni tribesmen was killed and a second wounded when an IED detonated 

against their patrol near the village of Khedher in Kubaisa sub-district of Hit.  ISF clashed with IS gunmen during 

an ISF clearance operation in Qaim district, resulting in one ISF member and three militants killed and, during an 

ISF operation in the Karama subdistrict of Fallujah, several IS members reportedly opened fire on ISF with the 

security forces returning fire, killing two insurgents.  Additionally, two IS members wearing SVESTs detonated, 

killing two ISF members and wounded two others.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Demonstration activity in Baghdad city is covered earlier in this report.  In other notable security incidents in the 

City this week, three mortars impacted in the Baghdad Diplomatic Support Center (BDSC) in Baghdad Airport 

on the night of Oct 29.  No casualties were   reported.  In addition, on Oct 30 one round of IDF impacted within 

the IZ close to ECP 8 (located on Kindi Street approximately 50 metres from the main entrance to the US 

Embassy) killing one ISF member.  On the afternoon of Oct 28, a tribal conflict was recorded in the Fadheliyah 

area of New Baghdad district, in which light and medium calibre weapons were used.  No casualties were 

reported.  Federal police safely defused a hand grenade found inside the yard of a primary school in the al-

Ri'assa neighbourhood in Fadhiliyah, New Baghdad district and on the night of Oct 30, an activist named as 

Khalid Abdul Sattar was reportedly kidnapped when unidentified gunmen broke into his house in the al-Ilam 

neighbourhood of West Rashid and took him to an unknown destination.  Another activist named as Saif Radhi 

Jabr al-Rubaie Sattar was also kidnapped when unidentified gunmen broke into his house in the Amil district.  

Finally, on the night of Oct 31, a gunman in the Mashtal area of New Baghdad district shot at ISF members, 

killing two.   

 

An increase in security incidents was also evident in the wider Baghdad belts this week.  IS snipers targeted an 

ISF checkpoint near the village of Al Dira village, Saba al-Bour sub-district, north of Baghdad, with one ISF 

member reportedly killed and two others wounded and an IED detonated against an ISF patrol near the village 

of Nazal, Mashada sub-district, Tarmiyah, resulting in one security member killed and four others wounded.  Two 

mortars reportedly impacted in the air field of Taji military base and a third landed within the security perimeter 
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of the facility but failed to detonate on the night of Oct 28.  No casualties have been reported so far.  One ISF 

member was killed and a second wounded when IS snipers targeted an IA post in the al-Zaidan area, Abu Ghraib 

district and an IED detonated against an IA patrol near the village of Al Sadoun, Abu Ghraib district, resulting in 

two ISF members wounded.  An IED also detonated against an ISF logistics vehicle near the village of Musleh, 

Tarmiyah district, resulting in one ISF member killed and four others wounded.  In addition, IS snipers targeted 

an IA post in the same village with another ISF member killed and a second wounded in the second incident.  

An IED detonated against an IA patrol near the village of Albu Firas in Mashahada sub-district, Tarmiyah, 

resulting in 2 x ISF members wounded and an off-duty Sunni tribesmen was wounded when IS gunmen attacked 

his vehicle near the village of Ali Al Ahmad, also in Mashahada sub-district, Tarmiyah.  Finally, an ISF member 

was killed and four others were wounded when an IED detonated against an IA patrol near the village of Sheikh 

Amer in Sabaa al-Bour sub-district in Taji. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

02 November 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [16] 
                       garda.com 

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Southern Provinces – Protest Activity Synopsis 

 

Wasit.  Protesters reportedly set offices belonging to the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq (ISCI) and MP Kadhim 

al-Sayadi in Kut city on fire. A bank was breached elsewhere in the city, and an office of the Ataa Movement led 

by Falih Al-Fayyad, was stormed and damaged on Oct 25.  Unconfirmed reports claimed that a group composed 

of approximately 300 armed masked men riding motorcycles were spotted moving in different areas of Wasit 

province attempting to torch GOI offices and private residences of local officials.  Also on Oct 25, hundreds of 

protesters reportedly stormed the Wasit provincial council building in Kut city and a number of protesters reportedly 

broke into the house of MP Qassim al-Araji (former Minister of Interior) in Kut city and subsequently set it on fire.  

A number of people also demonstrated outside the local council building in Badra district in eastern Wasit province, 

demanding reforms, job opportunities and anti-corruption efforts, with similar activity recorded IVO Zerbatiyah 

Border Crossing Point with Iran.   

 

Babel.  In Babel province, an office of the State of Law political coalition was burned down, and a security guard 

was killed when a group of protesters torched a private residence of the head of the parliamentary finance 

committee Haitham al-Jubouri and a radio station owned by al-Jubouri in Hillah city. Offices of MP (former governor 

of Babel) Sadiq Mediul al-Sultani of the State of Law Coalition, the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq (ISCI), the al-

Nujaba Movement (PMU faction), the al-Bashir Movement (pro Maliki), and the National Reform Trend (Tayar al-

Islah) led former Prime Minister, Ibrahim al-Jaafari were also set ablaze on Oct 25.  Security guards at the Badr 

Organisation HQ in Hillah opened fire on protestors who attempted to storm the building resulting in seven killed 
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and 38 wounded.  Meanwhile, security forces used tear gas to disperse thousands of protesters IVO of Babel 

provincial council building in Hillah on the morning of Oct 28.  Hundreds of high school and university students 

demonstrated in central Hillah city, in solidarity with the ongoing mass protest at the Tahrir Square on the night of 

October 27, and a group of protesters reportedly torched the Badr Headquarters in Hillah city, and two offices 

belonging to Abu Sadiq al-Hali, the head of the parliamentary Badr bloc and MP Manal al-Musalla Mawi (also 

Badr). ISF reportedly arrested 36 people suspected of rioting during the recent demonstrations.   

 

Karbala.  In Karbala province on Oct 25, ISF fired stun grenades and tear gas to disperse protesters in front of 

the governorate building in Karbala, after some demonstrators set up tents for a sit-in.  The building of the 

government-owned agricultural bank elsewhere in the city was also set ablaze.  On the night of Oct 26, dozens of 

people demonstrated outside the Iranian Consulate in Karbala city.  Demonstrators subsequently managed to 

climb up onto the building's roof and hoist the Iraqi flag. They also reportedly besieged the consulate, chanting 

slogans against Tehran and militias loyal to Iran.  Thousands of protesters set fire to the provincial council building’s 

entrance in Karbala with security forces using tear gas to disperse them. Two protesters were also killed, and 20 

others wounded when vehicles of the SWAT police force ran into the crowd.  The governor of Karbala, Nassif 

Jassim al-Khattabi declared a curfew in the province as of 1800 hrs on October 27 until further notice.  A force of 

the Counter Terrorism Service CTS arrived Karbala province on Oct 27 in an attempt to restore law and order.  On 

Oct 28, hundreds of Kufa University students demonstrated in Karbala, in solidarity with the ongoing mass protest 

at the Tahrir Square and 8,000 civilians demonstrated in Felka Square, demanding government reform on Oct 27 

with 10 x ISF members and 46 civilians wounded.   On the night of Oct 29, thousands of people demonstrated in 

Karbala city, demanding the resignation of the governor, Nassif al-Khattabi after he criticized the mass protest in 

a press conference.   

 

Dhi Qar.  Nasiriyah has seen the bulk of violence in the southern regions with reports suggesting the CTS has 

now been sent to the city to protect key government institutions including Nasiriyah Central Prison.  Meanwhile, 

unidentified armed assailants shot and killed the office manager of MP Ghayb al-Amiri from the Sairoon Alliance 

in Nasiriyah city and a group of protesters also reportedly set an office belonging to a PMU faction ( Kata'ib al-

Imam Ali) in Nasiriyah on fire.  Protesters began an open-ended sit-in IVO al-Haboubi Square in central Nasiriyah 

city and dozens of people demonstrated outside the private residence of Dhi Qar governor Adel al-Dakhili in 

Nasiriyah city, demanding reforms, jobs and anti-corruption efforts. Seven people were reportedly killed after Badr 

Organisation members fired on a crowd that was attempting to storm the Badr Offices in Nasiriyah.  For the second 

day in a row, hundreds of people demonstrated IVO al-Haboubi Square in Nasiriyah city, demanding reforms, jobs 

and anti-corruption efforts.   

 

On the morning of Oct 29, thousands of students gathered IVO al-Haboubi Square in central Nasiriyah city, in 

solidarity with the ongoing mass protest at the Tahrir Square.  Hundreds of protesters also reportedly attempted 

to set a fire to the private residence of the MP Nasr Terki (PMU / Fatih Alliance) in Shatrah district, north of 

Nasiriyah on Oct 28.  Seven people, including two bodyguards were wounded in a clashes erupted between the 

two sides.  Also on Oct 28, approximately 7,000 civilians demonstrated in Nasiriya district, during which 12 civilians 

were killed. School students also demonstrated in Al Chibayish District, south of Nasiriyah.   On Oct 29, hundreds 

of protesters attempted to storm the house of Cabinet Secretary-General Hamid al-Ghazi in Shatrah district, north 

of Nasiriyah. Eight people were injured when security forces opened fire to force the protesters away.  In addition, 

an IED detonated outside the house of a Peace Brigades commander (Sadrist  militia) named as Sadiq al-Musawi 

in Suq al-Shuyukh, south of Nasiriyah, without causing casualties.  IPS arrested 22 young men for allegedly 

torching the house of MP (from Fatih Alliance) Nassir Turki and attempting to set fire to the private residence of 

Cabinet Secretary-General Hamid al-Ghazi (from Saeroon Alliance) in Shatrah district on Oct 30.  Finally, 

unconfirmed reports this morning stated that a PMF commander, names as Falih Jabbar (Aka Abu Sajjad) was 

shot dead in Shatrah district overnight on Nov 01. 

 

Diwaniyah.  On the afternoon of Oct 26, hundreds of people staged a sit-in outside the provincial council building 

in Diwaniyah city, demanding reforms, employment and anti-corruption efforts.   A detachment of the 19th Iraqi 
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Army Infantry Division, attached to the Middle Euphrates Operations Command, was deployed to Diwaniyah 

province, to restore law and order and unidentified individuals set fire to the Al Furat media agency building. 

   

Muthanna.  A group of protesters reportedly torched a radio station owned by the Badr Organization, offices of 

the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq (ISCI), the Independent Higher Electoral Commission of Iraq (IHEC), 

Hezbollah and the MP Ashwaq Kareem from Fatah Alliance, in Samawah city on Oct 25.  Approximately 20,000 

civilians demonstrated throughout Muthanna Province on Oct 30, demanding government reform, anti-corruption, 

jobs, and services.  

 

Najaf.  A large-scale anti-government demonstration was reportedly recorded outside the provincial council in 

Najaf city on Oct 25. And three separate open-ended sit-ins were recorded IVO Thawrat al-Ishrin Bridge, al-Iskan 

Bridge and al-Sadrein Square with tents seen being installed by protesters. In addition protesters also reportedly 

torched an office belonging to the Islamic Dawa Party in Najaf city. 

 

Maysan.  In Maysan province, the Deputy Director of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights  

(OHCHR) was reported to have been subjected to a SAF in Amarah city whilst observing a mass protest in the 

province on Oct 25 and clashes between Asaib Ahl Al-Haq forces and Saraya al-Salam (Peace Brigades) were 

reported in the province on Oct 26 resulting in a number of PMU members killed.  A brigade-sized force of the 

MOI- Rapid Response Division RRD, arrived in Amarah city, from Baghdad province to attempt to restore law and 

order.  A group of angry protesters torched the offices of Badr Organization, al-Fadhila Islamic Party and Ansar 

Allah al-Awfiya in Amarah city and on Oct 25, in Amara City, Peace Brigade members clashed with the Ansar Allah 

Al-Awfiya Movement (PMU) members over recent demonstrations in the city.   

 

Basra.  Overnight on Oct 26 / 27 Basra city was reported to have been relatively quiet.  Groups of protestors had 

attempted to form outside the provincial council building but were prevented from doing so by ISF.  Multiple reports 

of shots fired in the air and tear gas cannisters being deployed were also reported but it appears that ISF managed 

to scatter protest events before they became established.  Heavy rain in the city also helped to defuse potential 

demonstrations.  Turning to events on Oct 26, a senior figure of Asaib Ahl al-Haq (AAH) PMU named as Wissam 

Jassim al-Alawi, and his brother Essam were assassinated when a group of masked gunmen entered a hospital 

and opened fire on them at an unspecified location in Basra province while receiving treatment from injuries 

sustained during clashes with protesters who had torched the AAH office in Amarah city the same day.  A Basra 

security source announced that the curfew in the City had been renewed with effect from 1400 hours on Oct 27.  

The Basra Chief of Police, Maj Gen Rashid Falaih also emphasised that under a state of curfew any gathering is 

prohibited, and instructions had been issued to disperse gatherings no matter what their numbers.  Despite the 

curfew still in place, a number of protesters set fire to tyres near a patrol station in central Basra.  According to 

security source ISF fired live rounds into the air near the provincial council building to disperse protesters who 

withdrew to the Junainah area.  Media outlets also report that ISF pursued protesters in the areas of Andalus 

Street and Suq Junainah Street firing tear gas. In eastern Basra a group of protesters in Tanumah attempted to 

cross into ‘Ashar but were turned back peacefully by ISF and regathered in Tanumah market.  Meanwhile, on the 

afternoon of Oct 27 protesters gathered in Junainah Street and remained peaceful with local police providing 

security while negotiating with them to return to their homes in implementation of the curfew. 

 

On Oct 29 Um Qasr port was locked down due to the presence of 150 protestors near the facility.  School and 

university students went on strike on Oct 28 in order to hold protests around the city in support of the right to 

peaceful demonstration.  Basra University students occupied Liberty Square adjacent to Sa’ad Square in the south 

of the city while others demonstrated outside the campus in Qarmat Ali in the north.  Students from a nearby high 

school gathered outside the provincial council building and were joined by students from the University of Fine 

Arts.  In the southwest of the city hundreds of students from the Southern Technical University were prevented by 

security forces from entering the Basra to Zubayr road which they intended to block north of Zubayr Bridge.   
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On Oct 29, and for the second day in a row, hundreds of students demonstrated IVO Basra University in solidarity 

with the ongoing mass protest at the Tahrir Square.  It was also reported that Um Qasr port was once again blocked 

by protestors on the night of Oct 29 and a single source uncorroborated social media post claimed that an IED had 

detonated outside the Communist Party headquarters in Basra city on the night of Oct 29.  Protesters continued  

their sit-it outside the provincial council building on Oct 30 with local sources saying the area has been separated 

into areas designated for food, another for water and drinks and a medical area, all within the protest site and 

similar to arrangements in Tahrir Square in Baghdad  The sit-in at Um Qasr port continued with the number of 

protesters reported to have increased during the evening of Oct 29.  According to port employees, work in the port 

has reduced by around 80 percent since the start of the sit-in outside the main entrance.   

 

In addition, on the morning of Oct 30,  protesters gathered on al-Dayr Bridge, leading to Majnoon Oilfield, where 

they were preventing PSDs and trucks crossing, although civilian traffic was allowed to pass. PSD teams used 

alternate route Minden to avoid the demonstration.  A number of local workers also reportedly demonstrated IVO 

the oil concession of South Rumaila, demanding reforms on Oct 30  

 

On the morning of Oct 31, north of Basra protesters again blocked al-Dayr Bridge, leading to Majnoon Oilfield, 

preventing PSDs and trucks from crossing.  Also on the morning of Oct 31, after receiving information from 

protesters that a group of masked men had planted a roadside IED on the Safwan road, ISF found and safely 

cleared a remotely controlled IED (RCIED), comprising foam-encased explosives connected to a cell phone.   

 

Finally, at around 0700hrs on Nov 01 a group of protesters have blocked vehicle and pedestrian access to Majnoon 

Oilfield at DS1.  Local reporting suggests Majnoon workers are encouraging the protesters to block access.  Mid-

morning local media reported the protesters had erected a sit-in tent with reports this morning (Nov 02) indicating 

that DS1 remains blocked by the protestors.  South of Basra the protesters numbers increased at the site of the 

sit-in outside the Um Qasr main entrance.  There are also unconfirmed reports this morning (Nov 02) that ISF have 

begun to forcibly remove the protestors although this remains uncorroborated. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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