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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since they started on 25 October 2019 have to date 

left around 120 people dead and over 5500 injured.  The southern regions witnessed the deadliest protests 

with at least 42 killed and more than 1000 people injured.  Iraq descended into violence once again as protesters 

called for an end to rampant corruption and chronic unemployment which escalated into calls for a complete 

overhaul of the political system.  As the protests peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused 

not only on the government, both national and provincial,  but also the various Shia militias or the Popular 

Mobilisation Units as they are known.  A number of PMU headquarters were attacked and set on fire, with 

protestors accusing them of being aligned to Iran and of firing on the crowds during the previous round of 

protests which began on October 01.  At the time of this report, protestors have attempted to enter the 

International Zone (IZ) on a daily basis, in order to carry out a long-term sit-in protest outside the Parliament 

building in the IZ, although so far, they have not succeeded in breaching ISF defences.  In the south, the Iraqi 

security authorities have imposed a curfew in six provinces, (Basra, Dhi Qar, Maysan, Wasit, Babil, and 

Muthanna) after clashes between protestors and security forces overnight on Oct 25, including some PMU 

factions, resulted in a high number of fatalities and injuries on both sides. In Nasiriyah (Dhi Qar province), Asaib 

Ahl al-Haq (League of the Righteous) members fired on protesters attempting to set fire to their offices, killing 

six.  Protest-related deaths were also recorded in Amarah (Maysan province), Basra (Basra province), and 

Samawah (Al-Muthanna province).  Related protests have been reported in Najaf and Wasit provinces and a 

number of government buildings, political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire.  

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Mahdi’s promises to the crowds that continue to besiege Tahrir Square in Baghdad 

that their concerns will be addressed has fallen on deaf ears, and it is not clear how the Iraqi government will 

be able to address the Iraqi people’s grievances.  In the short term, violent demonstrations in Baghdad and the 

south will continue with more loss of life expected.   

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines 

the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a 

significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital 

which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the 

capability to launch operations of this nature within the City, especially during the Arba’een commemorations 

between Oct 19 and 20.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Violent protests in Baghdad and southern Iraq continue   
Protests have continued in Baghdad and across the southern provinces throughout the review period.  In Baghdad 

City, the crowds have continued to make attempts to breach the integrity of the former International Zone (IZ) on 

a daily basis.  Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), deployed in number, have been successful in halting these attempts, 

across four bridges over the Tigris river, nevertheless violent clashes have continued throughout the week as ISF 

attempt to quell the demonstrations. Protests were reported in in Baghdad, Karbala, Najaf, Nasiriya, Hillah, 

Samawah, and Basra on Nov 08.  Unconfirmed reports also indicated that protestors clashed with ISF on the 

western side of the Tigris river IVO the Iranian Embassy during the afternoon of Nov 08, although the crowd were 

pushed back from the area.  Overnight on Nov 08 further clashes between ISF and demonstrators continued IVO 

Rashid Street and the Shuhada Bridge as ISF attempted to clear protestors taking part in a sit-in demonstration in 

the vicinity of the bridge.  ISF made a number of arrests before withdrawing.  Unconfirmed social media reports 

also claimed that MP Wajih Abbas (Asaib Ahl al-Haq / Fatah Alliance) had been abducted near the bridge (NFDK).  

Meanwhile, some reports stated that in Rusafah district traffic had returned to normal during the daylight hours of 

Nov 08, allegedly because protestors planned to block the roads there only on weekdays.  Al-Jumariyah, Sinak, 

Shuhada and Ahrar bridges all remain closed 

Qayyarah airbase attacked with at least 17 mortar rounds  
Meanwhile, Qayyarah airbase in Nineveh province was the target of up to 17 x probable mortar rounds at 

1942hrs on Nov 08.  Initially, approximately 6 – 8 rounds landed outside the camp, followed by a further 3 – 5 

rounds around 10 minutes apart. The US military reportedly returned 3 x 155mm artillery rounds targeting the 

mortar base-plate(s) in response.  Fast air and drones were also deployed to the area as the US military 

despatched a QRF force to conduct a clearance operation of the surrounding area. There were no reported 

casualties in the attack.   

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Civil unrest update 
Demonstrations throughout Iraq are ongoing and likely to continue for the foreseeable future. Friday, Nov 08 once 

again saw large crowds convene in Tahrir Square where unconfirmed reports put the numbers present at 

approximately two million. There were also suggestions the numbers had been bolstered by protestors making 

their way to Baghdad from other provinces. Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani’s call on Nov 01 for his followers to join the 

protests has likely bolstered the numbers further. In Baghdad Tahrir Square remains the centre of mass for 

protesters. The area remains largely peaceful with the atmosphere described as ‘carnival like’. The demographic 

of the protestors is diverse ranging from the elderly (both men and women) to young children. The younger  

generation maintain a sit-in protest in the Square, where they largely ignored the government curfew which was 

eventually lifted on 05 November. The former Communications Building /  Turkish Restaurant has become a 

defacto command and control centre. Images of thousands of young men and women occupying its floors are now 

a common feature on national / international news coverage and on social media. Anecdotal reporting suggests 

the site is now self-sufficient with protestors setting up electricity, food and medical supplies. As the protests 

continue there is also evidence of greater coordination – protestors are broadcasting their own radio show and in 

defiance of an internet blackout producing their own newspaper. 

During the week, following calls on social media on Nov 03 for a ‘day of disobedience’ a number of roads and main 

junctions in the city were blocked by protestors. This included the Shuhada Bridge (Bridge 4) linking northern 

Rusafa on the east side of the Tigris River with the northern Karkh area on the rivers western bank. The intention 

was to disrupt public sector workers making their way to their place of employment. Notwithstanding a plea by the 

Iraqi Prime Minister for protestors to halt such action as it was damaging the economy, road blockades have 

continued throughout the week. A number of major highways in the city have been closed during the review period 

and the majority of eastern Baghdad has effectively been ‘locked-down’. Traffic on the Airport Road (Route Irish) 

has however continued to flow albeit there is a heavy security force presence. 

While the main body of the demonstration in Tahrir Square has remained peaceful, bridges crossing the Tigris 

River into the Karkh district north of the International Zone (IZ) have remained the major flashpoints between 

protestors and ISF. The number of agitators are small in  comparison to the main body of protestors in Tahrir 

Square and typically comprise young males. But their number belies their impact with violent clashes taking place 

daily.  Clashes primarily on the Jumhuriyah and Sinak Bridges have seen Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) use tear gas, 

baton rounds and live ammunition to deter protestors attempting to into the area north of the IZ / Iranian Embassy. 

During the week a group of protestors also attempted to make their way across the Ahrar Bridge (Bridge 3) to the 

Karkh area having broken away from the main body of the demonstration in Tahrir Square. ISF engaged the 

protestors in an attempt to halt  their advance, killing five and injuring another 30. A number of the protestors were 

however successful in crossing the bridge and made their way into Karkh where clashes with ISF continued. Fires  

were reported at the Ministry of Justice and there were unconfirmed reports staff at the Prime Minister’s office and 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs were evacuated. There was no suggestion that at any point protestors made their 

way into the IZ nor that it was their intent to do so. 

Security measures have been further enhanced in and around the IZ during the course of the week. This includes 

the emplacement of further T-Wall barriers. There is also a heavy security presence within the IZ itself comprising 

ISF and Popular Mobilisation Force (PMF) personnel. ISF remain fixed on deterring any attempt by protestors to 

breach the IZ.  And against the backdrop of a continued anti-Iranian sentiment to the protests, reports suggest the 

Iranian Embassy has taken measures to enhance its physical security in light of renewed threats against the 

location by protestors and following attacks on its consulate in Karbala. At the time of reporting it is assessed there 

is no immediate term intent by the main body of protestors in Tahrir to make their way to the IZ. But this could 

change quickly. The last time the IZ was breached was in 2016 when thousands of Muqtadr al-Sadr supporters 

broke through ISF lines and made their way to the Council of Representatives. 
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Away from the flashpoints on the bridges the ISF has remained largely supportive of the right to peaceful protest. 

Interactions between ISF and protestors during the week have appeared to be typically congenial. Images posted 

on social media of the Commander of the Baghdad Operations Command (BOC), Lieutenant General Qais al-

Mohammadawi, visiting Tahrir Square showed him being warmly greeted by protestors. But in a potential change 

of tact and hinting at a possibly more robust approach to policing the demonstrations moving forward, on Nov 06 

the BOC ordered the removal of protestors on the Shuhada Bridge, where they had been holding a sit-in since 

earlier in the week. ISF also moved to reopen the Ahrar Bridge, closed since the violent clashes during the evening 

of 04 November. Local media claim a number of fatalities among the protestors as ISF cleared the Shuhada Bridge, 

firing tear gas and live rounds into the crowd. Speaking to the press, one of the protestors expressed incredulity 

at the ISF action stating the group had been peaceful and had made no threats to the ISF. Images on social media 

also showed a doctor, providing aid to an injured protestor being shot and killed. Concerns are now being 

expressed over the potential for a deterioration in the relationship between ISF and the protestors. And more 

significantly any potential for a split in ISF ranks over policing the demonstrations. 

While the death of protestors is ostensibly being blamed on ISF, the narrative on social media that malign Iranian 

elements are responsible continues to grow. The hashtags #IRGCterrorists and #Iraqirevolution continue to trend 

on Twitter where there is an increasingly anti-Iranian tone to posts as protestors claim Iranian ‘agents’ are 

responsible for the use of live ammunition to target protestors and that these actors are now directly targeting both 

protestors and the ISF. There is also the inference malign-Iranian elements may be behind the disappearance of 

prominent protest activist Saba al-Mahdawi who was abducted from her home in Baghdad’s Jihad Bayaa district 

on the evening of Nov 02.  The Iraqi High Commission for Human Rights (IHCHR) has called  for an official 

investigation into her disappearance while continuing to report on the  growing number of casualties resultant of 

the violent clashes with ISF. 

Countering claims of Tehran’s involvement in such activities, Iranian propaganda continues to point the finger of 

accusation at the US and Israel for the current situation. The Secretary General of Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq (AAH), Qais 

al-Khazali also claimed there was a “three-way conspiracy between Israel, the United Arab Emirates, and one of 

the three Iraqi presidents to spread chaos across Iraq”. In addition, Abu Alaa al-Wala'i, the leader of Iranian-backed 

militia Kata'ib Sayyid al- Shuhada (KSS) has threatened the US Embassy in Baghdad, claiming US diplomats had 

accused KSS fighters of opening fire on protesters. The potential such threats escalate to action cannot be fully 

ruled out. The most likely course of action in the immediate term would be the continued use of Indirect Fire (IDF) 

to target the US presence in Baghdad / wider Iraq. Last week three separate IDF attacks over consecutive nights 

took place in Baghdad Province targeting Taji Military Complex (TMC), the US Embassy’s Baghdad Diplomatic 

Support Centre (BDSC) and the US Embassy. This week an unconfirmed IDF attack took place during the evening 

of 05 November with two projectiles reportedly impacting in the vicinity of the Jumhuriyah and Sinak Bridges. While 

officially reported as a ‘sound bomb’, anecdotal reporting points at an IDF incident. A recent Tweet in which US 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said, "The Iraqi and Lebanese people want their countries back" and "Both Iraq 

and Lebanon deserve to set their own free from Khamenei's meddling" may incite a further kinetic response from 

Iranian-backed militias in Iraq. 

As the demonstrations continue, on Nov 02 Iraq’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs called on “foreign countries” not to 

interfere in its affairs through their statements on the protests. Following an increase in protestor fatalities last 

week, several countries and international organizations condemned the ISF response to the “legitimate rights” of 

the people to peaceful protest. The ministry said in a statement that all countries and NGOs should respect Iraq’s 

sovereignty and avoid interference in its affairs while stopping short of specifically criticizing any particular country. 

MoFA’s statement came as US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said that the Iraqi government should listen to 

the "legitimate demands" of protesters, adding that the country's official investigation into deadly violence during 

the first round of protests "lacked sufficient credibility".  The US Embassy in Baghdad also issued a statement on 

06 November urging the Government of Iraq (GoI) to engage with the population over their demands for reform. 

The statement also  warned against acts of suppression while signalling the US’ discontent over the levels of 

violence. The European Union has also condemned the violence. 
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In related reporting, responding to the ongoing protests, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani issued a statement on Friday 

in which he said he supports the demands of Iraqis for a new political system of their choosing, calling for an end 

to the bloodshed. No regional or international force, nor any person or group should be allowed to “hijack the will 

of Iraqis and impose its will on them”, Sistani added, going on to say “We call on all sides to think of Iraq’s present 

and future and not to let fleeting reactions or private interests prevent them from making the correct decision in 

this regard that is for the good, prosperity, and development of this country.” 

Political 
 
Iraq tells foreign states to respect its sovereignty 
The Iraqi foreign ministry has called for respect for the “principle of sovereignty” following “reactions from foreign 

entities on the current situation” in the country amid the recent unrest in Iraq which began on Oct 25.  The ministry 

also called on foreign states not to “interfere in the domestic affairs of Iraq”, according to a statement posted on 

Facebook on Nov 02.  It added: “With the continuation of popular protests that demand reform and the issuing of 

statements from foreign states and international organisations, the Iraqi government stresses respect for the Iraqis' 

will in demanding their rights as guaranteed by the constitution.”  On Oct 30, Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei 

called on the Iraqi and Lebanese people to realise that “even though they have [rightful] demands” they should 

solve these demands within the “framework of legal structures” as “the enemy wants to break” these 

structures.  Meanwhile, the former commander-in-chief of Iran's Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) has said 

that the United States and Saudi Arabia are behind the current unrest in Iraq.  "Today's problems in Iraq are 

undoubtedly traced back to America and Saudi Arabia," Maj-Gen Mohammad Ali Jafari told Iranian press on Nov 

02 

Al-Amiri calls the Iraqi parliamentary system a “failure” 
Hadi al-Amiri, the leader of the Fatah Coalition, called the Iraqi parliamentary system a “failure,” in a statement on 

Nov 01 in which he called for changes to Iraq’s political system in response to ongoing protests.  Amiri said “we 

see the real solution is the need to re-draft the political process under the roof of the constitution and through 

fundamental constitutional amendments”.  Amiri concluded by saying that the parliamentary system is a failure 

and is thus no longer useful, saying that the system must be changed to another that suits the Iraqi situation.  

 

Iraq issues arrest warrant against ex-governors over corruption 
The Iraqi Commission of Integrity has reportedly issued an arrest warrant against the governors of Basra and 

Babel over corruption charges which involved deals signed with a foreign company to develop infrastructure in the 

provinces.  The commission issued another arrest warrant against former transportation and health ministers over 

corruption charges although the individuals were not named.  A day earlier, the former governor of southern Iraqi 

province Al-Diwaniya was arrested “over administrative corruption cases”.  This comes after the court announced 

earlier this month that it would issue 60 arrest warrants for officials accused of corruption and misallocation of 

public resources.  It was also reported that the Commission of Integrity has summoned the first deputy governor 

of Al-Muthanna Province for an investigation into corruption cases.   

 

Iraqi President reviews situation in Iraq with US, UK legislators 
Iraqi President Barham Saleh has reviewed recent developments in Iraq and the region with visiting US and UK 

legislators.  During his meeting with Emma Nicholson, member of the British House of Lords and Executive Head 

of the Iraqi-British Trade Council, Saleh discussed international support for Iraq to maintain stability and security 

in the country.  They also reviewed political developments in the country and the region as well, according to the 

website.  In another meeting with a Congress delegation headed by the chairman of the Committee on Armed 

Services, Adam Smith, Saleh also discussed US support for "Iraq's reform measures that aim to achieve citizens' 

demands via overhauling the political and economic systems".  The meeting also focused on the developments of 

the war against Islamic State.  As for the ongoing anti-government protests in Iraq, Saleh met the head of the 

parliamentary bloc Al-Hikma (Wisdom) Trend, prominent Shia cleric Ammar al-Hakim on Nov 04.  "The meeting 

focused on ways to implement the legitimate demands of the peaceful protesters and the importance of maintaining 

public order and preserving public and private property," according to the website of the president's office.  “They 
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stressed the need to accelerate political and economic reforms in order to secure a decent life for Iraqi citizens,” 

the website added. 

Security 
 

Qayyarah Airbase targeted by 17 rounds of IDF 
Meanwhile, Qayyarah airbase in Nineveh province was the target of up to 17 x probable mortar rounds at 1942hrs 

on Nov 08.  Initially, approximately 6 – 8 rounds landed outside the camp, followed by a further 3 – 5 rounds around 

10 minutes apart. The US military reportedly returned 3 x 155mm artillery rounds targeting the mortar base-plate(s) 

in response.  Fast air and drones were also deployed to the area as the US military despatched a QRF force to 

conduct a clearance operation of the surrounding area. There were no reported casualties in the attack.   

Iraqi woman killed in protests by tear gas canister 'in the head' 
An Iraqi young woman was reportedly killed during recent protests in the capital Baghdad after a tear gas canister 

hit her in the head.  A member of the Iraqi High Commission for Human Rights (IHCHR) said that the young woman 

was killed on Al-Jumhuriyah bridge in Baghdad.  The IHCHR earlier said that six Iraqi protesters have been killed 

in Baghdad as the second wave of anti-government demonstrations continues across the country.  Amnesty 

International has recently accused the Iraqi forces of "directly targeting protesters with military grenades that 

pierced their skulls".  The international body said that the military grenades are up to 10 times as heavy as standard 

tear gas canisters and aim at "killing rather than dispersing protesters".  Meanwhile, the Iraqi army has denied 

reports that security forces fired live bullets and tear gas at protesters.  "Security forces are still keen on the lives 

of the demonstrators. It is their duty to protect them," Major General Abdul Karim Khalaf, the spokesman of the 

general commander of the Iraqi armed forces Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi, said on Nov 02.  "Some want to 

create discord and trigger chaos," Khalaf said, criticising "those who want security forces to clash with 

demonstrators".  He added that some are trying to broadcast rumours and false information on the situation in 

Tahrir Square, noting that some media outlets work to "raise fear" among people.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the Kurdistan region, limited Turkish airstrikes have been noted during the reporting period in the border areas 

of Duhok province near Zakho district, and in the Mount Qandil area in the vicinity of the villages of Enzi and Bard 

Koran in the Pishdar region of Sulaymaniyah province.  Later this week it was also reported that a senior PKK 

militant was reportedly killed, along with 13 other militants in a Turkish airstrike in the Metina region in Dohuk 

province and in a separate airstrike,  3 x PKK militants were killed in the Hakurk region, north of Erbil.  

 

In Nineveh province, Islamic State attacks have continued throughout the reporting period. In Ali Rash Village, 

south west of Mosul, an IED reportedly targeted an Iraqi Army foot patrol resulting in 3 x IA KIA and 3 x IA WIA.  

In addition, US-led coalition warplanes reportedly launched an airstrike on IS positions in Hatra, south western 

Nineveh province on Nov 02 and on Nov 03, an IED in a booby-trapped house detonated against a PMU unit 

conducting a clearance operation in the al-Hadhar district, south west of Mosul.  4 x PMU KIA, 3 PMU x WIA.  Also 

on Nov 03, IS militants attacked a Sunni tribesmen dismounted patrol with SAF in Jabriya village, Baaj district.  

Two tribesmen were killed and five were wounded in the attack.  A tribal sheikh was also reportedly killed when IS 

gunmen raided his house in the village of Um Gabur, Baaj district on Nov 03 and twin IEDs detonated against a 

Sunni tribesmen dismounted patrol near the village of Rumana in Qayyarah sub-district.  Four tribesmen were 

killed in the incident.  An IED targeted against a Sunni tribesmen patrol near the village of Shamsiyat, southwest 
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of Mosul detonated killing 3 tribesmen and in a separate incident, an IED detonated against an ISF patrol near the 

village of Talha, west of Mosul killing an ISF member.  An off-duty Sunni tribesmen member was also killed when 

IS gunmen opened fire on him in the village of Zelhafa, Shurah sub-district, south of Mosul.  IS gunmen attacked 

an IA post with SAF near Sirwah village, south west Mosul resulting in three IA soldiers killed and three wounded 

and an IED detonated against a Sunni tribesmen vehicle IVO Tufaha village, Shurah sub-district resulting in two 

tribesmen killed and one wounded.   

 

A significant increase in Islamic State attacks has been noted in Kirkuk province during the reporting period, with 

residual IS sleeper cells possibly increasing kinetic operations in reaction to the death of IS leader Abu Bakr Al 

Baghdadi last week.  In Kirkuk province, unconfirmed reports state that on the night of Nov 01, a mortar shell 

reportedly detonated IVO the “Makhmour military base” (possibly the Kara Soar military base).  “Sirens were 

sounded as US helicopters flew over the scene”. (NFDK).  Belated reporting indicates that on Oct 31, three IS 

militants were killed in an ambush laid by the PMU 16th Bde (Shia Turkmen) near the village of Tal al-Chol in 

Hawija district. Meanwhile, French Rafale fighter aircraft conducted a strike on a number of Islamic State tunnels 

in northeastern Iraq, although the location was not disclosed.  The strikes were conducted on Oct 31 as part of 

Operation Chammal, France’s contribution to Operation Inherent Resolve.   

 

On Nov 02, IS militants reportedly attacked a federal police post in Tal Basal Village, Daquq district, resulting in 3 

x IPS KIA.  Also in Daquq in Ghaida Village, an IED detonated against a PMF patrol resulting in 1 x PMF KIA, and 

4 x PMF WIA.  An IED detonated against a federal police patrol near Tewa Riya village, Zab sub-district of Hawija 

resulting in 1 x IPS officer killed and 4 IPS WIA.  IS gunmen targeted a Sunni tribesmen post with mortars near 

the village of Sharia in Hawija on Nov 03 resulting in one security member WIA.  In addition, an IED detonated 

against federal police FP logistics vehicle near the village of Fakhar in Daquq district resulting in 1 x FP KIA, and 

2 x FP WIA.  IS used mortar rounds against a federal police base in al-Abbasi sub-district in Hawijah resulting in 

1 x KIA and 6 x WIA.  An IED detonated against a patrol of the oil protection force OPF near the village of Idris, 

west of Kirkuk city resulting in three OPF members killed.  IS gunmen attacked a federal police post with SAF in 

the village of Dhiban in Riyadh sub-district of Hawijah resulting in 6 x IPS KIA.  Armed clashes erupted between 

ISF and IS gunmen during clearance operation IVO Hamira village, Rashad sub-district, Hawijah.  An Iraqi Air 

Force airstrike later targeted IS locations in the same area.  Multiple IEDs detonated against an IPS convoy near 

Mansouriya village, Hawija resulting in 2 x IPS KIA and 2 x IPS WIA. IS snipers targeted a Sunni tribesmen post 

near Shamlan village in Hawijah resulting in 2 x tribesmen KIA and 1 x WIA.  An IED detonated against IPS 

dismounted patrol near Ramul village, Rashad sub-district resulting in 1 x IPS KIA and 6 x IPS WIA.  An IED 

detonated against IA vehicle near Sarkaran village in Makhmour resulting in one IA soldier killed and four wounded.  

In addition, an IED detonated against a federal police patrol in Tal Raba village, Daquq district wounding four 

police officers.  IS insurgents attacked a pro-government Sunni tribal militia post with SAF in the village of Rajni, 

Zab sub-district, Hawijah resulting in the deaths of five tribesmen, and a tribal elder was killed when IS militants 

ambushed his vehicle on the Riyadh-Kirkuk road in Hawija district.  

 

In Salah-al-Din province, on October 31, The PMU’s 43rd Bde (Asaib Ahl al-Haq AAH) repelled an IS attack in the 

Sijla area of Balad district.  The PMU reportedly killed one IS commander and wounded two of his aides and safely 

disarmed two IEDs in the area.  On Nov 04, IVO Makhoul Mountain, north of Baiji, IS gunmen attacked a PMF 

post with SAF and RPGs resulting in 5 x PMF KIA.  In addition, in Baiji city, an IED detonated against a PMF 

dismounted patrol resulting in 1 x PMF KIA and 3 x PMF WIA.  Finally, IS militants attacked a PMF barracks with 

SAF and RPGs in Ishaqi, south of Samarra on Nov 02 resulting in 6 x PMF KIA.  Several IS members also 

reportedly shot at ISF members in the Alaas Oilfield area.  No injuries or damage were reported.  In addition, IS 

gunmen attacked PMU posts with mortar rounds followed by SAF near Ain Al Faras village in the Al-Jazeera 

region, west of Tikrit resulting in 5 x PMU KIA and 2 x PMU WIA.  An off-duty PMU member was killed when IS 

gunmen carrying suppressed weapons opened fire on him near the Mahata village, Dujail district and an IED 

detonated against Sunni tribesmen PMF patrol in the al-Mutassim sub-district, south of Samarra resulting in 3 x 

PMF KIA, and 2 x PMF WIA.  Belated reporting indicates that on Nov 01 in Telul Al Baj Village, Sharqat, IS gunmen 

attacked a TMF patrol with SAF resulting in 4 x TMF KIA.  Finally, armed clashes erupted between IS insurgents 
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and IA units that were conducting clearance operations in the Al-Jazeera desert area, west of Samarra.  Three IS 

members were killed during the engagement.   

 

In Diyala province, on the night of Oct 31, a young man was killed and a second abducted when suspected IS 

militants stormed the village of Shafiq on the outskirt of Khanaqin district. Also on Oct 31, IS gunmen reportedly 

detonated an IED against a local police patrol in the al-Mashrou neighbourhood of al-Katun area in western 

Baqubah district, although no casualties were reported.  ISF EOD safely removed through controlled detonation a 

pressure plate IED composed of two 60 mm mortar rounds planted on an agricultural road near the village of al-

Bazoul in Muqdadiyah district. A second device was subsequently cleared in the vicinity.  On Nov 03, the Iraqi Air 

Force carried out a strike against IS positions in the Himreen mountains, and an IED detonated against a PMF 

(Badr Brigade) patrol in Sa’diya, north eastern Diyala province resulting in 2 x PMF WIA.  On Nov 02 in Imam 

Wais, Himreen, an IED targeted a PMF patrol resulting in 1 x PMF KIA and 1 x PMF WIA.  Meanwhile it was 

reported that ISF targeted with mortars five IS positions near the village of al-Mayta in Mutaibijah region near the 

provincial boundaries between Diyala and Salah al-Din provinces and ISF launched a security operation in the 

suburbs of Khanaqin district to eliminate IS sleeper cells.  ISF EOD safely disarmed 2 x  IEDs in the al-Abbarah 

sub-district, north east of Baqubah and PMU forces safely dismantled two IEDs planted by IS militants who had 

infiltrated from Salah al-Din province on an agricultural road near the village of Abu Bakr in al-Adhim sub-district. 

Approximately 3500 civilians demonstrated in Baquba district and approximately 300 civilians demonstrated in 

Khanaqin district.  On Nov 03 in Albu Esa village, al-Adhaim sub-district, multiple IEDs detonated against federal 

police convoy resulting in 2 x IPS KIA, and 6 x IPS WIA.  Belated reporting states that on Nov 01 in Balad Ruz 

district, east  of Baquba City, an IED detonated against PMU logistics vehicle resulting in 1 x PMU KIA. On Nov 

01 in Balad Ruz district, east of Baquba, IS gunmen attacked a PMU post with SAF and RPG resulted in 5 x PMU 

KIA.   ISF also killed three IS militants, including one prominent IS leader, during an artillery fire mission against 

an IS hideout in an unnamed village in the Mutaibijah region, some 60 km north of Baquba.  An IA spokesman 

stated that the operation came as a joint force of the Iraqi army, police and PMUs conducted search operations to 

track down IS sleeper cells in the northeast of the province.  An IED detonated against Iraqi Army logistics vehicle 

in the Dali Abbas area, north east of Baqubah killing one soldier and injuring two others and on Nov 06, in Naft 

Khana, Khanaqin, north east of Baqubah, IS snipers reportedly targeted a PMU post in the area, killing three PMU 

members.  

 

Protest activity in support of the ongoing demonstrations in Baghdad and the south have also been evident in 

Diyala province this week with a number of civilians and school students demanding reforms gathering outside the 

Diyala governorate building in Baqubah on a number of consecutive days.  Similar activity was reported in Khalis, 

Balad Ruz and Muqdadiyah.    
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

In Anbar province during the review period, a blue on blue incident reportedly occurred in Jazirat al-Baghdadi in 

Hit district on Nov 01, when an ISF detachment commenced a clearance operation and were shot at by security 

elements of the 7th IA Division as they were misidentified as IS militants.  On Nov 02, IS gunmen ambushed a 

Sunni tribal militia force while it was conducting a clearance operation near Tharthar Lake, north of Ramadi 

resulting in 1 x TMF KIA, and 7 x TMF WIA.  On Oct 31 in the Sagar area, east of Rutbah, IS gunmen attacked an 

IA post with SAF and RPG resulting in 4 x IA KIA and 3 x IA WIA.  Finally, on Nov 01 IVO Albu Hayat village, NW 

of Rutbah, an IED detonated against IA patrol resulting in 2 x IA WIA.  Finally on Nov 07, an IED detonated against 

a Sunni tribesmen patrol in the Albu Dhiab area, north of Ramadi resulting in the deaths of one tribesman and the 

wounding of another. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Demonstration activity in Baghdad city is covered earlier in this report.  In other notable security incidents in the 

City this week, Major General Abdul Karim Khalaf from the MOD stated to press that an IED was found and 

cleared from under Sinak Bridge (Bridge 2) on Nov 08 during ongoing protest action in the Area.  An unidentified 

gunman also shot and killed one civilian in the Baladiyat area of New Baghdad district and IPS arrested an 

individual at a security checkpoint on Abu Nawas Street, Karada district in possession of a 9mm handgun along 

with multiple rounds of ammunition.  The suspect was reportedly enroute to Tahrir Square.  Uncofnirmed, 

uncorroborated reports also stated that on Nov 01 a Katyusha rocket impacted IVO the house of the former 

transportation minister Amer Abdul Jabar, causing material damage and killing one of his security guards. 

(NFDK).  In addition, a number of Baghdad based media outlets have reported that a number of activists had 

recently been detained by authorities in several cities and provinces including Baghdad, Basra, Dhi Qar, Karbala, 

and Maysan, alleging that the ISF undertook the arrests without having proper warrants. There were also fears 

that militias are intimidating demonstrators. A vigil was also held in Tahrir Square for missing activist, Siba al-

Mahdawi, who was kidnapped four days ago.  A sound bomb IED detonated in al-Khayam Street in Rusafa 

district on Nov 07, causing material damage but no casualties and another sound bomb IED detonated in al-

Rasheed Street, also in Rusafa district,  

 

While the demonstrations continue to dominate reporting, low-level asymmetric attacks have continued in 

Baghdad’s security beltways where IS maintains a low-level insurgency. North of Baghdad IS remains active in 

Tarmiyah where an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) targeted an Iraqi Army (IA) patrol near the village of Albu 
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Firas in Mashahada sub-district injuring two security force personnel. An off-duty Sunni tribesman was also injured 

when Daesh attacked his vehicle near the village of Ali Al Ahmad in Tarmiyah. Separately one ISF member was 

killed and four injured when an IED targeted an IA patrol near the village of Sheikh Amer in Sabaa al-Bour sub-

district of Taji. South of the city an IS suspect arrested in a counter-terrorism operation revealed the location of a 

sizeable weapons cache while confessing to be involved in a plot to target the ongoing demonstrations in the city. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Southern Provinces – Protest Activity Synopsis 

As with Baghdad, activity in the southern provinces this week was dominated by regular and persistent protest 

action - with some associated violence reported - this all against the usual backdrop of security force operations, 

criminal enterprise and local disputes. Arrests in relation to drug trafficking and usage continued throughout the 

region with the majority of these likely down to ‘chance finds’ by ISF. As the week wore on the instances of protest 

associated violence lessened and protesters established a number of sit-ins in most of the provincial capitals, 

although in Karbala there was sporadic reporting of attempts by protesters to enter the provincial council and 

Iranian Consulate. 

 

In Basra, incident numbers decreased from the previous week, a result of the regular and persistent anti-

government protests which, unlike other areas, remained relatively violence-free, though not entirely. Unusually 

there was little of the usual militia and criminal background activity reported this week in Basra City. Protests 

sprang up on a daily basis throughout the city and wider province with demonstrations reported from Qurna to al-

Faw, although the focus remained the provincial council building - specifically the navy roundabout where 

protesters established a sit-in which witnessed several ISF attempts to disperse them, returning each time, often 

under the eyes of the ISF. In addition, the sit-in established at the entrance to Um Qasr Port blocking access, 

which proved resilient is said to have cost dearly in relation to the country’s revenue. Several attempts were made 

by the ISF to disperse the protesters but again they returned, on one occasion catching the ISF off guard causing 

them to flee inside the port leaving behind a BMP armoured vehicle and several M16 rifles. The sit-in was finally 
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ended following negotiations with the Basra Governor who agreed to a meeting to discuss the protesters’ issues 

in the coming week. 

 

Wasit.  Around 2500 civilians has continued to demonstrate in Kut throughout the reporting period.  Protesters 

announced a general strike closing main roads and GoI departments and offices on Nov 02.  In addition, the Badra 

and Ahdab oilfields, Eastern Wasit, saw protesters calling for the expulsion of foreign employees and companies 

from the concessions, and oil wells.      

 

Babel.  In Babel province, approximately 20,000 civilians have continued to demonstrate in Hilla district throughout 

the week with the Agricultural Engineers Union announcing an open strike to start from Nov 03 in support of the 

ongoing protests.  Hundreds of religious school students also joined the civil action.  In addition, 400 civilians 

demonstrated in Alexandria subdistrict, demanding government reform, anti-corruption, jobs, and services 300 

civilians demonstrated in Hamzah district and 300 civilians demonstrated in Qasim district.  Protests aside, 

Professor Abboud Al-Muhanna, the president of Al-Hilla National University, reportedly survived an assassination 

attempt when unidentified gunmen opened fire on his vehicle while traveling on al-Raniya road, south of Hillah on 

Nov 02 and on Nov 01 in Jurf Al Sakhar, north of Hillah, an IED detonated against PMU vehicle resulting in 1 x 

PMU KIA, and 2 x PMU WIA.  Finally, Iraq's anti-graft court has issued an arrest warrant against the governor of 

Babel on graft charges amid the ongoing anti-government protests in the country.  "The court in charge of 

investigating corruption in Babel Province has issued an arrest warrant and a travel ban for the current governor 

[of Babel] for investigations into corruption cases," the official Iraq News Agency (INA) reported on Nov 07.  The 

agency added that governor Karar al-Abadi is accused of “manipulation with regards to granting plots of land 

dedicated to the families of martyrs, prisoners and injured people”.  Earlier the same day, arrest warrants and 

travel bans were issued against the former governor of the southern province of Basra, an MP, as well as other 

officials over graft charges. 

 

Karbala.  In Karbala, approximately 3500 civilians demonstrated throughout Karbala province this week with 

thousands of people demonstrating and demanding reforms.  Protestors reportedly set fire to a governmental 

building in the city centre on Nov 04.  Local media also reported the arrest of a Shia cleric named as Sayyid 

Mahmoud al-Sarkhi near the Iranian consulate in Karbala on Nov 06.  Al-Sarkhi was said to be responsible for the 

attack that targeted the Iranian consulate in Karbala on Nov 05 where protestors attempted to storm the building. 

The Iranian Consul General Mir-Masoud Hosseinian said that "security forces control the situation and conditions 

around our country's diplomatic residence have returned to normal" after protesters had gathered in front of the 

building on the night of Nov 03.  Videos of a crowd in front of a wall purportedly part of the consulate emerged on 

social media. Fires and burning objects being thrown over the wall were seen of the videos, while others 

purportedly showed afire on the interior side of the wall.  The videos were shared by Persian-speaking users on 

Twitter, with some users pointing out that the attack fell on the anniversary of the seizure of the US embassy in 

Tehran in 1979.  The incident was not reported in Iranian TV's early morning news bulletins on Nov 04.  The attack, 

which resulted in the deaths of four protestors, followed a previous attempt to storm the building by protestors on 

Oct 26.    

 

Dhi Qar.  In Dhi Qar province on the morning of Nov 02, ‘thousands’ of people demanding reforms demonstrated 

IVO al-Haboubi Square in central Nasiriya city. As of the morning of November 03, Protesters in Dhi Qar province 

blocked off a number of bridges in Nasiriyah city.  It was also reported that on the night of Oct 31, ISF declared a 

curfew in Shatrah, north of Nasiriyah in response to recent demonstration activity.  On the night of Nov 03, 

protesters reportedly set fire to an unfinished house of Cabinet Secretary-General Hamid al-Ghazi (Saeroon 

Alliance - Sadrist) in the town of Shatrah. Large security reinforcements arrived on the scene to control situation.  

In addition, an IED detonated outside the house of a senior commander of the Sadrist militia - Peace Brigades, 

named Amjad al-Waeli in Urr neighbourhood of Nasiriyah city, causing material damage but no casualties.  On 

Nov 06, anti-government protesters blocked the entrance to the Nasiriya oil refinery with oil tankers blocked from 

entering the refinery, which caused fuel shortages across Dhi Qar province.  The refinery has a maximum 

production capacity of 30,000 barrels per day (bpd) but had recently only been producing between 15,000-20,000 
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bpd, which is not enough to meet the province’s fuel needs.  The rest is usually transported from Basra and stored 

in a warehouse within the refinery, which protesters have now also blocked and expelled the employees from 

according to the Reuters news agency. Meanwhile, belated reporting stated that two protesters were killed, and 

23 others wounded during clashes on the night of Nov 04 after they attempted to set fire to a house of the head of 

Dhi Qar Provincial Council.  Protesters also reportedly set fire to the houses of MP Zainab al-Khazraji (State of 

Law Coalition), Mona al-Ghurabi (Fatih Alliance) and Naji al-Saidi from Saeroon Alliance, in Shatrah district, north 

of Nasiriyah.  Finally, four employees of the Ministry of Oil were reportedly wounded when a land mine detonated 

at an unspecified location in Dhi Qar province on Nov 06. 

 

Diwaniyah.  The Diwaniyah Teachers Union decided to extend the strike another week in support of the ongoing 

protests and thousands of civilians continued their protests in Diwaniyah city throughout the week. Sami al-

Hasnawi, the former governor of Al-was also arrested “over administrative corruption cases”  Al-Hasnawi is a 

member of the Shia Virtue (Fadhila) Party.  Demonstrators also blocked entry to the al-Shinafiyah oil refinery, 

south of Diwaniya on Nov 06 with tanker trucks prevented from entering or leaving the facility.   

   

Najaf.  In Najaf, Iraqi protesters have removed the name of Ruhollah Khomeini, the former Supreme Leader of 

Iran, from the street of Najaf airport, replacing it with another name.  On the morning of Nov 03, thousands of 

people and students and GOI employees demonstrated in Najaf city, demanding reforms and approximately 6000 

civilians demonstrated in Sadrist Square, demanding government reforms, anti-corruption, jobs, and services. 

Thousands of people demonstrated in Najaf city demanding reforms. protesters announced a general strike and 

closed GoI departments and offices. Students of Kufa university started an open strike in support to the ongoing 

protests.  On Nov 06 in Najaf City, thousands of people demonstrated demanding reforms with a crowd of 

protesters reportedly closing the Najaf airport road on Nov 07. 

 

Maysan.  In Maysan, local media reported that protesters had blocked the entrance to Bazarkan oilfield in Maysan 

on Nov 02 and were denying workers access. The Maysan Oil Company (MOC) stated that the incident was 

wages-related.  Belated reporting also stated that on Nov 02 in Amara, gunmen attacked the Badr Brigade office 

with hand grenades causing material damage only. On 03 Nov local media reported that protesters in Maysan 

province had blocked the Al Shaib border crossing with Iran. They had also blocked the road leading to the al 

Masrah sub district, causing oil field employees to return to their homes.    On Nov 04 protesters once again closed 

the main roads leading to the Maysan Oil Company (MOC) in Amarah, and the al-Bazarkan Oilfield and Maysan 

Oil Refinery. Finally, a civil activist named as Amjad al-Dhamat was killed and a second wounded when unidentified 

armed men opened fire on them in the Shabana area, north of Amarah city on Nov 06.  Amara also saw widespread 

demonstration action on the same day. 

   

Basra.  Media outlets reported that ISF forcibly dispersed a sit-in near IVO Al Bahriyah (Navy) Square Navy in 

Basra and removed some of the marquees on the night of Nov 06 with protesters responding by setting fire to 

tyres and blocking the Andalus Road.  Hospitals reported receiving numerous casualties suffering respiratory 

problems from tear gas as well as others wounded by rubber bullets.  Basra hospitals reported they had treated 

35 people suffering breathing difficulties after exposure to tear gas.  During late morning on Nov 07, ISF swept 

through the sit-in site pulling down any remaining tents and forcing any loitering protesters to leave.  By mid-

afternoon the roads leading from the navy roundabout into central Basra were reported to be fully open.  However, 

protestors once again returned to the area in force with latest reporting stating that two people (some reports state 

up to 21 people) were killed on Nov 08 when ISF forcibly removed the sit-in protest once again using tear gas and 

live ammunition.   A number of tents were also reportedly set on fire by the ISF, and the Al-Zubair bridge amongst 

a number of other bridges in Basra province were closed to the public with ISF imposing restrictions on traffic in 

Basra and banning the movement of vehicles between the city and its suburbs.   

 

Meanwhile, a sit-in was also conducted outside Majnoon Oilfield at DS1 this week.  On the morning of Nov 04 

protesters closed a bridge south of Qurna but early in the afternoon the bridge was reopened to civilian vehicles 

while security company vehicles were refused.  Local media also reported that workers from West Qurna 1 and 2 
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oilfields had been blocked from entering the fields and returned to their homes by protesters blocking routes leading 

to the oilfields but early in the afternoon the protesters dispersed saying they would return the next day.  Also on 

the morning of Nov 04, protesters returned to North Rumaila and erected a tent in a repeat of activity seen the 

previous day before they were moved on by OPF.   

 

On Nov 03 and 04 protesters gathered at the Khor al-Zubayr (KAZ) roundabout where they set fire to tyres and 

blocked the road to Um Qasr.  The road to KAZ port was also closed by protesters although they reportedly left 

after a few hours prompting a “thank you” from the General Company for Ports in Iraq.  Security forces announced 

they had reopened the  KAZ to Um Qasr road by the late morning although protesters said they would continue to 

block the road between 0600 and 1100 hours daily. Social media also reported protesters had blocked the entrance 

to Abu Falous port in Abu al-Khasib district southeast of Basra.  The sit-in outside the entrance to Um Qasr port 

was also in evidence on Nov 04. Protesters in Um Qasr later announced that they would not block any vehicles 

transporting foodstuffs, medicines or any other products for the benefit on Iraqi citizens provided they are inspected 

by a joint committee of port officials and protesters. However it was reported that at first light on Nov 05, ISF 

cleared the protestors from the area, using live rounds during which resulted in the deaths of eight protestors and 

the injury of up to 150.  However, following their dispersal the protestors returned in force, at which point the ISF 

retreated inside the port and locked the gates.  It was reported that the protestors commandeered a BMP-1 

(Infantry Fighting Vehicle) that had been left behind during the ISF retreat.  

 

Um Qasr port was open briefly on Nov 07 for movement of goods, although many workers reportedly stayed at 

home for fear of becoming locked in the port.  Protesters had regathered by mid-morning on Nov 07 and the port 

was again closed.  Shortly before midday and following the issuing of an immediate arrest order from the 

Commander in Chief’s office for anyone blocking roads, protesters outside the port dispersed peacefully and the 

port reopened once again.  Negotiations had been taking place and the protesters were informed the governor 

would visit the area to discuss job opportunities.  However, later in the afternoon protesters again closed the port 

because, according to one of the protesters, the governor had failed to show up for the planned 

negotiations/discussions.  Late on the afternoon of Nov 07, the protesters announced they had re-opened the port, 

again, following an agreement between the protesters and the governor. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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