
           

 Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld 

 
 
 

  

Weekly Iraq .Xplored report 
21 December 2019 
 
Prepared by Risk Analysis Team, Iraq 
 
garda.com 
 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report  

14 December 2019       

 
Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld                    [2]             

         garda.com 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .......................................................................................................................................... 2 

ACTIVITY MAP .................................................................................................................................................... 3 

OUTLOOK ............................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Short term outlook ............................................................................................................................................. 4 

Medium to long term outlook ............................................................................................................................ 4 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ...................................................................................................................................... 5 

Protests Update .................................................................................................................................................. 5 

Nearly 3000 detained protestors released by the authorities ........................................................................ 5 

THREAT MATRIX ................................................................................................................................................ 5 

OVERVIEW............................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Civil unrest update ............................................................................................................................................. 6 

Political ................................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Security ............................................................................................................................................................... 7 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT .................................................................................................... 8 

Countrywide Military/Security Situation .......................................................................................................... 8 

ACRONYM LIST ................................................................................................................................................ 14 

GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES .............................................................................................. 15 

GARDAWORLD.................................................................................................................................................. 15 

 

 
 

 

 

This report is an abridged version of GardaWorld Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report.  To subscribe to the full versions 
of the daily/weekly Iraq .Xplored reports, or for enquires relating to other GardaWorld services, please contact 
daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 
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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since they started on 1 October 2019 have to date 

left well over 500 people dead and at least 21,000 injured according to the Iraqi Human Rights Commission.  

The lack of clarity concerning the nomination of the new Prime Minister is prolonging the protests, whilst the 

demonstrators are unwilling to consider any of the proposed candidates. Kidnappings and assassinations of 

people associated with the protest movement continued unabated over the course of the week, despite 

international condemnation. The southern provinces had previously saw the worst of the violence and this was 

a factor in the Prime Minister submitting his resignation to Parliament, however the intensity of the violence has 

tapered off somewhat over recent weeks. The burning down of the Iranian Consulate resulted in a severe 

crackdown by security forces and led to violence spreading across the southern provinces. Iraq had previously 

descended into violence on 25 October as protesters called for an end to rampant corruption and chronic 

unemployment which escalated into calls for a complete overhaul of the political system. As the protests 

peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused not only on the government, both national and 

provincial,  but also the various Shia militias or the Popular Mobilisation Units as they are known.  Several PMU 

headquarters were attacked and set on fire, with protestors accusing them of being aligned to Iran and of firing 

on the crowds during the previous round of protests which began on October 01.  At the time of this report, 

protestors have attempted to enter the International Zone (IZ) on a daily basis, in order to carry out a long-term 

sit-in protest outside the Parliament building in the IZ, although so far, they have not succeeded in breaching 

ISF defences.  Related protests have been reported in Najaf and Wasit provinces and a number of government 

buildings, political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire.  Meanwhile, the government has 

proposed reform packages, however the protestors appear unimpressed and the likelihood of the reforms being 

successfully implemented looks slim.  In the short term, violent demonstrations in Baghdad and the south will 

continue with more loss of life expected, even with the announcement that the Prime Minister will be replaced. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on November 27 

underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  

Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in 

the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to 

have the capability to launch operations of this nature within the city.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Protests Update 
During the week, a pro-Asaib Ahl al-Haq protest took place in Firdous Square as hundreds of people gathered to 

support the recently sanctioned Asaib Ahl al-Haq leader (AAH), Qais al-Khazali. American and Israeli flags were 

reportedly burned, as were cardboard cut outs of the US President, Donald Trump. This came after sanctions were 

imposed on the leader of AAH and his brother, as well as recent comments by the US Secretary of State, Mike 

Pompeo, who said that the US will respond if Iran targets its interests in Iraq. Social media reports indicated that 

protestors were in attendance at Parliament Square and the ISF fired tear gas in an attempt to disperse them. 

Basra saw a small number of protests, as people temporarily closed the entrances to the Rumaila oil concession 

due to employment issues. Protestors maintained their presence at the Navy Roundabout near the Basra 

Provincial Council, although the demonstrations remained peaceful. A woman who was suspected of being 

involved in the killing of a 16 year boy and then hanging him from a street light was one of eight people charged 

with the killing. In Nasiriyah, the offices of the government’s Security Committee, Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq, Badr 

headquarters and Dawa party were set alight overnight by protestors, subsequently increasing the alert state of 

the ISF. It is believed that there were no casualties as a result of the action. This comes as a prominent activist in 

the city has called for mass demonstrations to gather outside the IZ to put pressure on the foreign embassies to 

break off their relations with the Iraqi government. These incidents occurred after another activist, Ali -al-Asimi, 

was assassinated on December 20 in the city by unknown gunmen. 

 

Nearly 3000 detained protestors released by the authorities 
The Iraqi authorities have released 2,700 protestors that had previously been detained since the start of large 

anti-government protests that began on October 01.  According to the Media Center of the Supreme Judicial 

Council,  the authorities had released 2,700 detainees,  whilst 107 people were still under investigation for 

committing various crimes during the protests. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate-High Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Civil unrest update 
During the week, a pro-Asaib Ahl al-Haq protest took place in Firdous Square as hundreds of people gathered to 

support the recently sanctioned Asaib Ahl al-Haq leader (AAH), Qais al-Khazali. American and Israeli flags were 

reportedly burned, as were cardboard cut outs of the US President, Donald Trump. This came after sanctions were 

imposed on the leader of AAH and his brother, as well as recent comments by the US Secretary of State, Mike 

Pompeo, who said that the US will respond if Iran targets its interests in Iraq. Social media reports indicated that 

protestors were in attendance at Parliament Square and the ISF fired tear gas in an attempt to disperse them. 

Basra saw a small number of protests, as people temporarily closed the entrances to the Rumaila oil concession 

due to employment issues. Protestors maintained their presence at the Navy Roundabout near the Basra 

Provincial Council, although the demonstrations remained peaceful. A woman who was suspected of being 

involved in the killing of a 16 year boy and then hanging him from a street light was one of eight people charged 

with the killing. In Nasiriyah, the offices of the government’s Security Committee, Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq, Badr 

headquarters and Dawa party were set alight overnight by protestors, subsequently increasing the alert state of 

the ISF. It is believed that there were no casualties as a result of the action. This comes as a prominent activist in 

the city has called for mass demonstrations to gather outside the IZ to put pressure on the foreign embassies to 

break off their relations with the Iraqi government. These incidents occurred after another activist, Ali -al-Asimi, 

was assassinated on December 20 in the city by unknown gunmen. 

Political 
 
Sistani’s Friday Sermon states that an early election is the only way out of current crisis 

During his weekly sermon, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani has said that the only way out of the current crisis is for 

an early election to be held. The ayatollah stated that “The fastest and most peaceful way out of the current crisis, 

and avoiding the unknown or chaos or civil strife, is to go back to the people by holding an early election after 

legislating a fair electoral law.” and he also made reference to the need for a new government to be formed. This 

comes as Parliament failed to agree on a draft electoral law reforms and the deadline to appoint a successor to 

the caretaker Prime Minister, Adel Abdul Mahdi, was extended to Sunday.  

 

US Secretary of State warns Iran if US interests harmed 

The US Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, has warned Iran of a decisive response should Tehran decide to attack 

US interests in Iraq. According to a Statement he made, Pompeo said “We must ... use this opportunity to remind 

Iran’s leaders that any attacks by them, or their proxies of any identity, that harm Americans, our allies or our 

interests will be answered with a decisive US response,” He also stated that Iran must stop providing support to 

what he described as “third parties” and also destabilising the region, in a reference to Iran’s involvement in 

Lebanon, Syria and Yemen, as well as Iraq. This comes amidst concern on behalf of the US with regards to the 

recent attacks on Iraqi military bases that host American forces. It is generally accepted that Shia militias, back by 

Iran, are behind the attacks. Two attacks occurred in the past week targeting Baghdad International Airport, 

resulting in several members of Iraq’s Counter Terrorism Service (CTS) being injured by IDF. Reports have come 

out over recent days claiming that Iran has been bringing MRAP (Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected) vehicles 

through the border crossing in Zerbatiyah, Wasit province. One security analyst stated that these vehicles are 

heading to the IRGC’s recently established base in Deir Azzor, Syria. However, a convoy of MRAPs were 

photographed heading into Baghdad.  
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15 day deadline to appoint a new PM nears; unlikely to be an outcome 

Despite the deadline for the appointment of a new Prime Minister expiring at midnight, there appears to be limited 

progress in finding a candidate that will be an acceptable compromise for the various blocs. There has been 

several names discussed of late; one of which is the former Minister of Communications, Mohammad Alawi, 

however he may well fall victim to the clash between the various alliances who have argued amongst themselves 

and disregarded the nominees that fall outside of their sphere of influence or affiliation. Whilst the Sadrist are 

believed to have been willing to accept Alawi’s nomination, it remains unclear if the President, Barham Salih, will 

nominate someone or he himself will temporarily occupy the PM’s position until further progress can be made on 

a compromise candidate. Throughout this process, the protest movement have also weighed in with their thoughts 

on the prospective candidates and have duly rejected the nominees, instead calling for an independent candidate 

to be put forward.  

 

Security 
 

Nearly 3000 protestors released by the authorities 

The Iraqi authorities have released 2,700 protestors that had previously been detained since the start of large anti-

government protests that began on October 01.  According to the Media Center of the Supreme Judicial Council,  

the authorities had released 2,700 detainees,  whilst 107 people were still under investigation for committing 

various crimes during the protests.  At least 511 people have been killed and over 21,000 people, including both 

protestors and security forces, have been wounded since the beginning of the protests.  The protest movement 

has been pushing for a complete overhaul of the political system,  however the government has remained steadfast 

in its belief that a newly-elected Prime Minister will solve several pressing problems, amidst rising insecurity across 

the country.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

 

In the KR-I throughout the reporting period, a protest took place in Sulaymaniyah, as demonstrators blocked 

several roads in anger at the unreliability of the electrical supply. University students complained about the lack of 

services in their accommodation at the University of Charmo in Chamchamal, blocking the road between Kirkuk 

and Sulaymaniyah. Meanwhile, on December 16, Kurdish security arrested a gang in connection with employment  

scams in Darbandikhan and Halabja, south of Sulaimaniyah. Finally, December 19, dozens of teachers employed 

on temporary contracts demonstrated outside the Education Directorate in Chamchamal district, west of 

Sulaymaniyah, demanding permanent employment. 

 

Across Nineveh province, IS carried out several attacks that targeted the ISF and PMU units in the area. The 

security forces conducted numerous operations to flush out IS cells, resulting in several IS fighters being killed. 

The majority of incidents took place to the south of Mosul city, indicating a heightened presence of IS cells in the 

area. Clashes also broke out in the region involving tribal militias and IS units, with several IS militants being killed 

by SAF. A curfew was subsequently imposed in the Hammam al-Alil subdistrict as a means to enforce security 
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and restrict the movement of IS fighters in the area. Finally, three truck drivers from Anbar province were killed 

and a fourth was wounded when unidentified gunmen opened fire on their vehicles whilst transiting Hwy-1 in Baiji 

district.  

Kirkuk province witnessed several protests that were linked to the ongoing anti-government demonstrations. IS 

attacks continued in Hawijah, as several police members were killed or injured during the reporting period in 

clashes with the terrorist group. IS also detonated roadside IEDs against the ISF, with one incident incurring 

several losses in Hawijah and Daquq; the latter was also the scene of an IS sniper attack against the ISF which 

resulted in one person being killed. In other news, the Ministry of Displacement and Migration announced the 

return of 91 displaced people (IDPs) from the Laylan and Yahya Awa IDP camps during the past two days to their 

homes in Hawijah. Meanwhile, a US-led Coalition airstrike destroyed two IS weapons caches/caves in the Mount 

Ghurra area of Hawijah. This came as the ISF found several weapons caches in the Makhmour area. Finally, On 

December 19, the Iraqi Security Media Cell announced the killing of eight IS militants and the destruction of three 

motorcycles in an airstrike on a hideout in Mount Qaracheaux in Makhmour district. 

 

In Salah-al-Din province, the ISF seized several weapons caches in the area; one of which contained a total of 45 

IEDs. A number of IS militants were arrested on suspicion of terrorism, whilst a security operation took place in 

the Lake Tharthar region. A group of people broke into the Education Directorate in Balad district, protesting at the 

failure to grant enough slots from the job opportunities announced by the Ministry of Education recently. Finally,  

on December 18 in the Allas oilfield east of Tikrit, armed clashes erupted between IS gunmen and PMU personnel 

conducting a clearance operation. 

In Diyala province during the reporting period, five ISF members were killed and five others wounded in an IS 

attack on a security outpost in the al-Nida region of Mendali sub-district, 55 km east of Baqubah.  On December 

15, the Peshmerga launched an operation against IS fighters in Garmyan in response to ongoing IS attacks.  Three 

IS militants were killed in an unknown airstrike targeted an IS hideout near the village of Albu Juma'a in al-Adhaim 

sub-district, near the provincial boundaries between Diyala and Salah al-Din province. A member of the Kurdish 

security services Asayish who was kidnapped last week was released by Iraqi and Kurdish counterterrorism forces 

in Kan'an sub-district, east of Baqubah. The area around Baqubah and Muqdadiyah arguably saw the most activity 

relating to IS, however the region also saw anti-government protests take place in the province. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

In Anbar province, a prominent IS commander called Gha'ib Sarhan was arrested in a pre-emptive security 

operation launched in the Karma sub-district, near Samarra. A Sunni tribal militia was targeted by IS militants, as 

they were hit by a roadside IED in Fallujah. On December 18, three civilians were killed and a fourth was wounded 

when unidentified gunmen armed opened fire on their vehicle in the Jazeera area of Haditha. On December 18, 

ISF heightened security measures and reinforced their posts along the Iraq - Syria border in Qaim district, to 

prevent IS infiltration. Finally, on December 19, a US force arrested a prominent commander of the pro-government 

Sunni tribal militia, Nasser al-Obaidi, in a targeted operation in al-Baghdadi sub-district, Hit.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

 

Baghdad city saw a continuation of the ongoing anti-government protests that began on October 01. A pro-PMU 

protest took place in the city, as one hundred PMU members staged a protest march from al-Sadoun Street area 

to the Firdous Square in Karada, denouncing the recent sanctions imposed by the US Treasury Department 

imposed on the leader of Asaib Ahl al-Haq, Qais al-Khazali, and his brother. Traffic disruption was reported. On 

December 13, son of the Sadrist Movement spokesperson Jaffar al-Mousawi survived an assassination attempt 

when unidentified gunmen on a motorcycle opened fire on his vehicle as he drive through Zafaraniya area of 

Karada district, resulting in serious injuries. There was a continuation of targeted assassinations and kidnapping 

concerning people who are associated with the protest movement. Despite this, the government have yet to show 

that they are taking this seriously and no arrests have been made. On December 16, a low-yield IED detonated 

near the Madinat Al-Abkar company in the al-Mansour area in central Baghdad city, without causing casualties.   

 

Across Baghdad province, the ISF seized a lorry travelling from Kirkuk province and arrested its driver at a security 

checkpoint on Hwy-2/Route Dover in Rashidiyah sub-district of Hussainiyah, north east of Baghdad after finding 

35 x AK-47 rifles, 6 x PKMs and ammunition. Meanwhile, a PMU member was shot and killed when gunmen 

opened fire on him at the al-Qaryat al-Naftiya (referred to as the oil village) in Jisr Diyala sub-district, south east of 

Baghdad. Finally, on December 18, gunmen carrying suppressed weapons shot and killed a civilian in 

Hussainiyah, north east of Baghdad. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Babel province, several thousand people continued to demonstrate against the government. Students from the 

University of Babel in Hillah city also engaged in protest action, shutting down access to the university in solidarity 

with the ongoing protests.  

 

In Wasit province, demonstrators shut down the Zebadiah thermal power plant, north of Kut, and prevented 

employees from reaching their workplace. The protest went on for several days. Several thousand people 

continued to demonstrate against the government.  

 

In Karbala, protests continued in several locations as part of the ongoing anti-government demonstrations. On the 

morning of December 17, dozens of protesters staged a sit-in outside the al-Kheirat power station, south of Karbala 

city, demanding job opportunities.  On December 16, the police declared a ban on movements of motorcycles in 

Karbala province between 1700 - 0500 hrs until further notice, in response to recent SAF attacks.  

 

In Najaf, a gunman in Kufa district shot and killed two civilians.  On December 15, approximately 5,000 civilians 

demonstrated at Sadrist Square and throughout Najaf province demanding government reforms.  On December 

16 in Kufa, east of Najaf City, students of Kufa University organized a demonstration in solidarity with ongoing 

protests. On December 18, a civilian survived an assassination attempt when three unidentified gunmen opened 

fire on him in the vicinity of al-Zahraa square in Najaf city, resulting in serious injuries. On December 17, several 
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gunmen in Haidariya subdistrict shot and killed one civilian. On December 17, approximately 5,000 civilians 

demonstrated at Sadrist Square and throughout Najaf province, demanding government reform, anti-corruption, 

jobs, and services. 

In Diwaniya, December 15 saw two activists targeted by an under-vehicle IED (UVIED). Both men were injured in 

the blast and it is believed that this was another incident concerning the large spate of assassinations and 

kidnappings of activists associated with the protests.  Several hundred protesters closed the Education Directorate 

and governorate building in Diwaniyah city as dozens of students demonstrated in Hamza district, south of 

Diwaniyah, demanding reforms. 

 

In Dhi Qar province on December 18, protesters closed all three main bridges in Nasiriyah city (Nasr, Zeitoun and 

al-Hadarat) to prevent employees from reaching their workplaces. On December 18, hundreds of people 

demonstrated in the vicinity of al-Haboubi Square in central Nasiriyah, demanding reforms. In Nasiriyah, the offices 

of the government’s Security Committee, Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq, Badr headquarters and Dawa party were set alight 

overnight by protestors, subsequently increasing the alert state of the ISF. It is believed that there were no 

casualties as a result of the action. This comes as a prominent activist in the city has called for mass 

demonstrations to gather outside the IZ to put pressure on the foreign embassies to break off their relations with 

the Iraqi government. These incidents occurred after another activist, Ali -al-Asimi, was assassinated on December 

20 in the city by unknown gunmen. 

 

In Maysan province on December 13, an IED detonated in Amarah city. Meanwhile, the IPS arrested several 

suspects for their alleged involvement in an exchange of gunfire in the al-Majidiyah area of Amarah city, linked to 

a family dispute, no casualties were reported. Qalat Saleh, south of Amarah, armed clashes erupted between two 

tribes, resulting in one person being killed. On December 16, approximately 7,000 civilians demonstrated 

throughout Maysan province demanding government reform, anti-corruption, jobs, and services. 

In Muthanna, the IPS arrested an individual in possession of a knife as he attempted to enter the sit-in site at the 

al-Ghadeer square in Samawah city.  On December 15, approximately 8,000 civilians demonstrated in Samawa 

district demanding government reforms.  

 

In Basra province, inter-tribal violence continued throughout the reporting week, with incidents being reported in 

al-Tuba that resulted in several people killed and injured. On December 16, a man, his wife and two children were 

killed when unidentified gunmen broke into their house in the al-Muhandiseen neighbourhood of Qibla area in 

southern Basra city. Several assassination attempts were also recorded, likely to be related to the ongoing 

assassinations of people linked to the protest movements. Several separate protests took place in the vicinity of 

oil concessions, as employees complained about wages. On December 18, protesters closed the main gate of the 

Port Authority in Maq'il district. On the morning of December 17, a peaceful protest was witnessed outside the 

BOC HQ, as engineering graduates were demanding access to jobs that had been promised by the Ministry of Oil 

several months ago.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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Iraq 
GardaWorld Baghdad HQ 
House 10, Street 8 
Area 226, International Zone 
Baghdad, Iraq 
 
Middle East 
International Protective Services Headquarters 
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House  
DIFC, PO Box 482069  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
United States 
1760 Old Meadow Road 
Suite 400 
McLean, VA, 22102 
United States 
 
UK 
2, London Bridge 
London 
SE1 9RA 
 
Europe 
39 rue des Deux Eglises 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
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