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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since they started on 1 October 2019 have to date 

left over 409 people dead and 17,750 injured according to the Iraqi Human Rights Commission.   The southern 

provinces saw the worst of the violence and this was a factor in the Prime Minister submitting his resignation 

to Parliament, however this is unlikely to result in the protestors limiting their actions. The burning down of the 

Iranian Consulate resulted in a severe crackdown by security forces and led to violence spreading across the 

southern provinces. Iraq had previously descended into violence on 25 October as protesters called for an end 

to rampant corruption and chronic unemployment which escalated into calls for a complete overhaul of the 

political system. As the protests peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused not only on 

the government, both national and provincial,  but also the various Shia militias or the Popular Mobilisation 

Units as they are known.  Several PMU headquarters were attacked and set on fire, with protestors accusing 

them of being aligned to Iran and of firing on the crowds during the previous round of protests which began on 

October 01.  At the time of this report, protestors have attempted to enter the International Zone (IZ) on a daily 

basis, in order to carry out a long-term sit-in protest outside the Parliament building in the IZ, although so far, 

they have not succeeded in breaching ISF defences.  In the south, the Iraqi security authorities have imposed 

a curfew in six provinces, (Basra, Dhi Qar, Maysan, Wasit, Babil, and Muthanna) after clashes between 

protestors and security forces overnight on Oct 25, including some PMU factions, resulted in a high number of 

fatalities and injuries on both sides. In Nasiriyah (Dhi Qar province), Asaib Ahl al-Haq (League of the Righteous) 

members fired on protesters attempting to set fire to their offices, killing six.  Protest-related deaths were also 

recorded in Amarah (Maysan province), Basra (Basra province), and Samawah (Al-Muthanna province).  

Related protests have been reported in Najaf and Wasit provinces and a number of government buildings, 

political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire.  Meanwhile, the government has proposed 

reform packages, however the protestors appear unimpressed and the likelihood of the reforms being 

successfully implemented looks slim.  In the short term, violent demonstrations in Baghdad and the south will 

continue with more loss of life expected, even with the announcement by the Prime Minister that he intends on 

resigning. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines 

the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a 

significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital 

which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the 

capability to launch operations of this nature within the City, especially during the Arba’een commemorations 

between Oct 19 and 20.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Protests Update 

 
This week has arguably been one of the bloodiest since the start of the demonstrations on October 01. The overall 

number of deaths stands at 409 and 17,750 people have been injured according to the Iraqi Human Rights 

Commission. Umm Qasr and Khor Az-Zubayr were both closed down for periods of time by protestors. Due to the 

Iranian Consulate being set alight and the subsequent violence that followed in Dhi Qar province, resulted in a 

significant police crackdown. In Baghdad, whilst there have been casualties, the protests have not seen the same 

level of intensity as some of the southern provinces. 

IEDs target multiple districts in Baghdad; six people killed and fifteen wounded 

 
On November 26 at approximately 21:20hrs (local time) six people were killed and at least 15 people were 

wounded by two motorcycle VBIEDs and one roadside IED  across Baghdad. According to Iraqi officials, a 

motorcycle IED killed two people and injured several others near a shop in Shaab. In Bayaa, three people were 

killed and five wounded by a motorcycle IED. In Baladiyat, several people were wounded outside a Shia mosque 

by a roadside IED. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate-High Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Civil unrest update 
This week has arguably been one of the bloodiest since the start of the demonstrations on October 01. The overall 

number of deaths stands at 409 and 17,750 people have been injured according to the Iraqi Human Rights 

Commission. Umm Qasr and Khor Az-Zubayr were both closed down for periods of time by protestors. Due to the 

Iranian Consulate being set alight and the subsequent violence that followed in Dhi Qar province, resulted in a 

significant police crackdown. In Baghdad, whilst there have been casualties, the protests have not seen the same 

level of intensity as some of the southern provinces. 

Political 
 
Iraqi Prime Minister announce his plans to submits his resignation  

 

The Iraqi Prime Minister, Adel Abdul Mahdi, announced on November 29 that he is to submit his resignation to 

Parliament in the wake of increasing violence across the country. The announcement was shown on state 

television and came one day after at least 35 protestors were killed by the security forces. Grand Ayatollah al-

Sistani’s latest sermon, in which he calls on the Iraqi Parliament to remove their support for the Cabinet, will have 

added untold pressure on the PM. In his statement, Abdul Mahdi states "In response to this call, and in order to 

facilitate it as quickly as possible, I will present to parliament a demand (to accept) my resignation from the 

leadership of the current government." It is also reported that the PM’s Chief of Staff, Abu Jihad, has also 

announced his decision to stand down. Whilst there was no mention of when the PM will stand down, it is likely to 

be in conjunction with the sitting of Parliament on Sunday, December 01, although some people – such as several 

MPs aligned with the Sairoun Alliance – are calling for an emergency session to be held on November 30.  

 

Iraqi PM admits that ‘mistakes can happen’ after UN criticism 

 

The Iraqi Prime Minister, Adel Abdul Mahdi, has stated that human rights violations have taken place during the 

protests that have swept across Iraq since October 01. This comes after a recently published United Nations report 

criticised the Iraqi government response and subsequently called for the security forces to show restraint when 

dealing with the mass demonstrations. The criticisms included the ISF’s use of tear gas canisters that had been 

fired directly into the groups of protestors, resulting in a number of fatalities and life-changing injuries. At the cabinet 

meeting on November 26, the Prime Minister reportedly responded to the UN report by stating “mistakes happen, 

and we have made mistakes and it is okay, because what is important is how to mitigate those mistakes” and 

claimed that the mistakes made were carried out by individuals. Abdul Mahdi also reiterated that whilst the 

government is against the use of violence, it would not tolerate what he called trouble makers and said, “There is 

violence coming out from the protester’s side, and we will make sure to not stop and stare while the trouble makers 

are spreading violence across the country.” According to human rights groups, people have been detained for 

attending the protests and some individuals have been kidnapped by unknown masked men, who are believed to 

be one of the many PMU factions. The PM went as far as saying that those groups who are killing protesters are 

“a third party – not the Iraqi security forces, including the PMF (PMU)” however many commentators and critics of 

the government believe that it is the PMU that are engaging in violent acts against the protestors.  

 

Iraqi defense minister suspected of welfare fraud in Sweden 

News reports in Sweden are suggesting that the Iraqi Defense Minister, Najah al-Shammari, who has dual Iraqi-

Swedish citizenship, has been receiving welfare benefits from Sweden. It was reported that al-Shammari claimed 

child and housing payments for a number of years whilst he was residing in Baghdad. It is believed that the defense 

minister and his wife claimed asylum in 2011 and both were subsequently given Swedish citizenship in 2015.  
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US Vice President Pence makes unannounced visit to Iraq 

The US VP made an unannounced visit to Iraq on November 23, travelling to an American military base in western 

Iraq and the Kurdistan region, meeting with the Kurdish president, Nechirvan Barzani, where he discussed the 

recent changes to US foreign policy in Syria that ultimately led to a number of US troops withdrawing from the 

country. Pence offered his reassurance to Iraq’s Kurdish population. The VP also spoke with the Iraqi Prime 

Minister, Adel Abdul Mahdi, where he discussed the recent unrest.  

Security 

Government plans to open several ‘crisis cells’ to quell  protests 

The government has said that they intend on creating ‘crisis cells’ across the country in an attempt to dampen the 

impact that the protests have been having. The proposed cells will consist of military assets and commanders 

alongside civilian governors from those provinces that have been most affected by the demonstrations in an 

attempt to reduce the impact of the disruption. The provinces identified are Babel, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Dhi Qar 

and Basra. These cells will link directly to the Office of Joint Operations and the plan is to improve the efficiency 

of the response.  

 

UN investigators identify 160 IS militants concerning the massacre of Yezidis 

Investigators with the UN confirmed that they have identified 160 IS fighters who stand accused of massacring 

Yezidis across Iraq from 2014 onwards. The head of the investigative team, Karim Ahmad Khan, also stated that 

they are building legal cases to charge the suspects. The UN’s investigate team began working on collecting 

evidence against IS to prosecute those members who engaged in acts deemed to be crimes against humanity, 

genocide or war crimes. Khan stated, “In relation to the Yazidi community alone, the crimes that targeted them, 

we have identified over 160 perpetrators of massacres against the Yazidis ... and we’re focusing our work to build 

solid cases hopefully in relation to each of those that may be presented to domestic courts.” In June 2016, UN 

specialists had claimed that IS was engaging in acts of genocide against Yezidis by killing, sexual slavery and a 

host of other crimes. The terror group believes that the Yezidi faith deviates from Islam and that they are devil 

worshippers.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

The Kurdistan region saw a continuation of airstrikes carried out by the Turkish military during the reporting period, 

as PKK militants were targeted and subsequently killed in Haftanin, Zap, Hakurk and the village of Sargai Nell, 

resulting in a total of twelve militants being killed. There has been no details released concerning the possibility of 

civilian casualties. Sulaymaniyah saw protest action directed at a hospital, as staff demonstrated against wage 

cuts and in Erbil several organisations and Iranian Kurds (who are residents of Erbil) gathered to demonstrate 

against the Iranian government’s violent response to peace protests across Iran. 

 

In Nineveh province, IS-related activity continued to cause difficulties for the security forces as a series of raids 

were carried out by both IS and the military. Clashes involving SAF took place around Mosul, resulting in several 

fighters and soldiers being killed and wounded. The ISF also uncovered weapons caches containing various 

munitions, weapons and equipment; such as mobile phones, explosive vests and gas masks. Meanwhile, airstrikes 

targeted several IS positions in the province, with IS militants being killed near the Iraqi-Syrian border region. Local 

media reports stated that the former director of the Mosul Water Directorate had survived an assassination attempt 
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by unknown gunmen in the east of Mosul. There has been no details concerning a potential motive. Finally, a 

policeman was killed, and another was wounded as several prisoners, including terrorists, escaped from the 

Federal Police Intelligence prison in Al-Faisaliyah district in eastern Mosul city. The number of prisoners who 

escaped is not yet known but most detainees are terrorists and had been sentenced to death. The escape was 

denied in a subsequent statement issued by the Nineveh Operation  

 

In Kirkuk province, extensive anti-IS operations took place and these have been ongoing through the northern 

provinces throughout 2019. Security forces cleared several caches throughout the week, resulting in the seizure 

of IEDs, weapons and IED-making equipment. IS militants were also killed as part of ongoing operations, whilst 

several police and military personnel were killed by both IED detonations and SAF. The ISF carried out raids on 

underground tunnel complexes and Coalition aircraft carried out raids on the Qaracheaux mountain, as well as 

Makhmour that resulted in an unspecified number of IS fighters being killed. Finally, a member of the Peshmerga 

and his wife were killed by unknown gunmen at a checkpoint in Daquq district. 

 

In Salah-al-Din province, underground tunnel complexes containing various IED-making equipment, weapons and 

ammunition were destroyed by the ISF in Shirqat district, which was followed by a Coalition airstrike, according to 

the Salah-al-Din Operations Command. Security operations also took place in Jazirat Mukeshefah, Zawiya and 

Baiji, resulting in several IS militants being killed. Meanwhile, IS fighters engaged in a campaign to target security 

forces at checkpoints throughout the province, killing or maiming ISF and PMU personnel in Mazaraa village, 

Balad, Baiji and Yathrib. A total of 53 IEDs were seized by the ISF in the Duloaiya district.  

 

Diyala province over the reporting period saw a range of security challenges, highlighting the level of activity going 

on in the area. Inter-tribal violence occurred in the Abu Saida district to the east of Baqubah and continued IS 

activity also took place Sadiya and Buhriz sub-districts. IS gunmen attacked the village of al-Islah, in the outskirts 

of Jalawla sub-district in Khanaqin, resulting in one civilian being killed, and five others wounded.  Three additional 

ISF members were killed and three others were wounded when IS militants subsequently targeted security 

reinforcements rushed to the scene. ISF reported one counter-terror arrest in Muqdadiyah, north east of Baqubah. 

On the morning of November 25, hundreds of people demanding reforms demonstrated in the vicinity of al-Fallaha 

Square near the Diyala government building in Baqubah city. One civilian was wounded when a roadside IED 

detonated near his vehicle in Khanaqin district. The Iraqi air force were also active throughout this period, as they 

conducted airstrikes on IS locations in the vicinity of Hamrin Lake. People gathered in Muqdadiyah to show their 

support for the protestors in Baghdad and the southern provinces. Meanwhile, pro-government Sunni-tribal militias 

reportedly installed several thermal surveillance cameras in the abandoned villages of Mayta, Sabiat, Mutaibijah 

and al-Saddah near the provincial boundaries between Diyala and Salah al-Din as a measure to prevent infiltration 

of IS militants. Finally, 1,000 students demonstrated in Baquba district, demanding government reform, anti-

corruption, jobs and services. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

Across Anbar province, the area witnessed fewer incidents in comparison to its neighbouring provinces. ISF and 

Sunni tribal militias conducted joint operations to search for IS cells and weapons caches in Wadi al-Qadhif, 

Habariya and the region in between Rutbah and al-Qaim, resulting in several sleeper cells being destroyed. 

Operations also took place in Karma, Hit, Albu Khamis, Fallujah district and Anah district, where serval caches 

were found and subsequently destroyed. Finally, on November 29, an inter-tribal armed dispute resulting in one 

person being killed and four others wounded by SAF in Karma, eastern Fallujah. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

 

In Baghdad city, reporting continued to be dominated by the ongoing protests in the vicinity of Tahrir Square and 

several other places. The intensity of violence has been reduced during the reporting period, although there has 

continued to be fatalities of both protestors and security forces. Protestors threw Molotov cocktails at the ISF, who 

made several arrests over the course of the week. On November 26, three IEDs detonated across the city in a 

coordinated attack that was attributed to IS, however the group did not claim responsibility. It is believed that two 

motorcycle-rigged IEDs and a roadside IED targeted people in Bayaa, Baladiyat and Shaab, leaving at least five 

people killed and several more wounded. An unrelated, low-yield IED detonated near a liquor store in al-Waziriyah 

neighbourhood of Adhamiyah district, without causing casualties.  

 

The Minister of Interior Yassin al-Yasiri announced the rescue of the Director of the Higher Institute for Security 

Development, General Yasser Abdul Jabbar, who was kidnapped at gunpoint in Jadriyah area of Karada district 

on November 13. The release came after a clash with the captors in a remote and abandoned agricultural area 

outside the capital. Generic criminality continued across much of the city, with the ISF reporting that s number of 

hand grenades were thrown at several people. Meanwhile, unknown gunmen continued to target both the ISF and 

civilians in targeted SAF attacks; a trend that has continued in Baghdad for a prolonged period of time.  
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In Baghdad province, the district of Tarmiyah remained a place of heightened military activity as IS gunmen carried 

out a SAF attack on a checkpoint in Marzuq village, resulting in the deaths of two federal police officers. A similar 

attack was also carried out in Hourah, leaving four ISF soldiers killed. A series of disputes across the province left 

several people dead and numerous weapons caches were seized by the ISF during search operations. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Babel province, several thousand protestors gathered to demonstrate against the government over the course 

of the week. Whilst there was reports of casualties, the level of violence was lower than other provinces. In other 

news, a magnetically attached IED (MAIED) detonated on a forklift truck, however there have been o further details 

released as to the reason behind the targeting of a forklift truck.  

 

Protestors in Wasit province closed access to roads and government offices, including the Commission of Integrity, 

to demand government reforms in Kut city, in tandem with ongoing protests elsewhere in the province. Finally, the 

Iranian authorities closed the Mehran border crossing as a result of the protests in Iraq. 

 

Karbala province saw an uptick in violent incidents during the reporting period, linked to the ongoing protests 

across the country. Continued demonstrations resulted in clashes with security forces and several incidents of 

PMU members being targeted were also recorded, indicating a level of hostility between the protestors and PMU 

factions that has been witnessed elsewhere in the country. Demonstrators set fire to the Bank of Elaf in Karbala 

city and the house of MP Yasser al-Maliki (State of Law coalition) was also set alight. The protestors also followed 

a trend of burning tyres in order to block roads across the province. Finally, an IED detonated outside an ISF 

member’s house in Hindiyah, killing one person. 
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Sadrist Square in Najaf city was the source of several protests in Najaf province, as thousands of people gathered 

to engage in anti-government protests over the course of the week. An ISF vehicle was set alight by protestors 

and the al-Iskan bridge was barricaded with burning tyres. Kufa University and the main roads leading into Najaf 

city were targeted, resulting in increased deployments of the ISF. The ISF continued to be targeted, as one member 

was killed by an unknown gunman on a motorcycle. The Muhammad Baqir al-Hakim mosque near the Thawrat al-

Ishrin Square in central Najaf city was reportedly set alight by demonstrators and this resulted in a redeployment 

of the Al-Abbas Combat Brigades, who moved into Najaf city to protect several shrines. 

 

In Diwaniya province, protestors engaging in setting up blockades on main roads, bridges and intersections. Power 

plants, governate buildings and Qadisiyah district saw ongoing protests. Meanwhile, the MoI Hawks Intelligence 

Cell apprehended a drug trafficker gang who had been involved in a number of crimes across Baghdad, Diwaniya 

and Najaf.  

 

In Dhi Qar, the protests were arguably the most violent that the country has seen. In Nasiriyah, a sound bomb 

detonated outside the house of a former female member of the Dhi Qar provincial council (Badr bloc) known as 

Amal Atya. Tens of thousands of people demonstrated and blocked several roads, causing major disruption. On 

November 25, demonstrators shut down the Dhi Qar Oil Company offices and the Katia oilfield. An IED was 

detonated outside a house belonging to a Peace Brigades commander. On the same day, schools were closed as 

students demonstrated in the al-Dawayah district, north of Nasiriyah, in solidarity with the ongoing mass protests 

in Baghdad and other southern provinces. Approximately 30,000 civilians demonstrated throughout Dhi Qar 

Province, demanding government reforms. Protesters closed the mayor's office in al-Nasr district, and the main 

road that links between Baghdad and Nasiriyah. The worst of the violence occurred when at least 33 people were 

killed (according to Al-Jazeera) and hundreds wounded in Nasiriyah city after security forces cracked down on 

demonstrators after the Iranian Consulate was burnt down in Najaf city. The military commander that was 

dispatched to oversee the security operations in the province, General Jamel al-Shammari, was subsequently 

sacked from his position because of the deadly response by the security forces. November 28 saw at least eight 

people were killed and 68 wounded in violent clashes with the ISF near the al-Zeitoun bridge in Nasiriyah. The ISF 

subsequently regained control of the bridges and main roads. Protesters reportedly torched the office of the 

National Security Service  in al-Dawayah district, north of Nasiriyah. Members of the al-Bedour and-Ghizi tribes in 

al-Batha sub-district, closed Route Tampa South, to protest against the deadly clashes witnessed in Nasiriyah, 

demanding the withdrawal of security forces outside the province. 

 

In Maysan province, activist Jawad al-Harishawi managed to escape an attempted assassination. No details are 

known with regards to the perpetrators. Elsewhere, several gunmen shot at an activist’s car, however the 

occupants escaped unharmed. On November 24, thousands of school students demonstrated in Amarah city, in 

solidarity with the ongoing mass demonstration at the Tahrir Square, protesters closed the Education Directorate 

in Amarah and several main roads in the city were closed to traffic. Inter-tribal violence and mass demonstrations 

were witnessed across the province during the reporting period, as well as a build up of additional emergency 

response battalions who were brought in to assist with additional security duties.  

In Muthanna, riot police forcibly disperse a group of protesters gathered outside the Muthanna Education 

Directorate in Samawah city in which several main road were closed by protesters as of the early morning hours 

of November 25. Approximately 1,000 civilians demonstrated throughout Muthanna Province, demanding 

government reform, anti-corruption, jobs, and services. The demonstrations are ongoing in line with the rest of the 

protests across the country. 

Across Basra province throughout the reporting period, an increase in violence was experienced, with instances 

of activists and security forces clashing outside Umm Qasr port and resulting in serval deaths and serious injuries. 

Protestors alleged that live rounds had been fired at them. Injuries were also sustained at the Railway Lines (G78), 

between Burjesia and Zubayr. Allegations of the security forces using overly violent tactics have increased the 

animosity between both parties. A tribal sheikh was assassinated by unknown gunmen in Albu Khasib, likely due 
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to the sheikh’s pro-reformist stance. Finally, other acts of intimidation towards people linked to the protests have 

been recorded, including a college professor who had low-yield IEDs detonate outside her car and home.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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