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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ On the night of Dec 29 the US military carried out airstrikes on multiple locations in Iraq and Syria linked to the 

Kataeb Hezbollah militia group.  Up to 25 Iraqi PMU members were reportedly killed in one of the strikes, which 

targeted the group's headquarters in al-Qa'im on the border with Syria in western Anbar province. The operation 

came two days after a US civilian contractor was killed in a rocket attack on the K1 Iraqi military base near 

Kirkuk. US officials blamed the Iran-backed militia group for the incident.  Two Kataeb Hezbollah (KH) locations 

in Syria were also reportedly targeted in the operation.  As expected, the death of a US civilian contractor 

following the probable PMU-initiated rocket attack at the K1 base in Kirkuk province was the red line for the US 

to hit back after months of similar rocket attacks against coalition bases in northern Baghdad province, Nineveh, 

Kirkuk and Salah-al-Din.  As a result of the attack, a crowd of PMF members and supporters gathered outside 

the US Embassy inside the International Zone in Baghdad.  Protests in support of the Popular Mobilisation 

Forces ensued with a number of guard huts and also a wall on the Embassy’s perimeter being set on fire after 

the crowd swelled to approximately 1000 people.  It is not clear how this number of protestors managed to 

breach the IZ’s security, although it is believed that senior PMF commander Qais al-Khazali and the head of 

the Fatah alliance Hadi Al-Ameri may have led the protestors into the IZ from ECP 5 to the south of the 14th 

July Bridge.  The following day (Jan 01, 2020) the situation appeared to reignite once again after ISF fired tear 

gas at a renewed gathering of PMF supporters.  US Apache gunships were also seen to be providing 

overwatch.  The crowd eventually withdrew following an agreement made between the PMU command and the 

Iraqi Government that moves to expel US forces from Iraq would be discussed.   

 
▪ In what represents an extremely significant escalation to regional tensions, the United States carried out a 

drone strike in the early hours of January 03 near Baghdad’s international airport, killing Qassem Soleimani, 

the Commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force. Soleimani was killed 

alongside the Deputy Commander of the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU), Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, who was 

also the leader of Kata’ib Hezbollah, a militia group that had been engaged in fraught and violent exchanges 

with the US over the past week.  The killing of Soleimani represents a major inflection point in diplomatic and 

security affairs in the Middle East and the wider region, as well as a nadir in US - Iran relations not experienced 

since the Iran hostage crisis in 1979. Given Khamenei’s insistence on adhering to the strategy adopted under 

Soleimani, it is likely that Iran will continue to engage its proxy groups to damage US interests in the region, as 

witnessed in recent weeks with Kata’ib Hezbollah’s attacks on US-affiliated bases and individuals in Iraq. There 

is also the threat of more hard-line Iranian proxies emerging out of the initial vacuum of Soleimani and al-

Muhandis’ deaths and carrying out more isolated, autonomous attacks on US interests, which threatens to 

make the conflict more unpredictable, exposed to greater risk, and miscalculation that may lead to even further 

escalation. A bigger worry for the region is the threat of wider conflict that will engage the US’ allies, such as 

Saudi Arabia and Israel, and further engulf other arenas of conflict, such as Syria, Yemen and Gaza.  Iran’s 

response, which will be decided upon in its National Security Meeting and which will include Khamenei for the 

first time, will be key in formulating the country’s response and better understanding the nature of the conflict’s 

trajectory.’   

 

▪ Meanwhile, fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since protests started on 01 October 

2019 have to date left over 500  people dead and at least 21,000 injured. The process to nominate the next 

Prime Minister continues without an end in sight. Fatah’s candidate, Qusay al-Suhail, has been dropped and 

the al-Bina alliance, of which Fatah is a part of, planned to put the Governor of Basra, Assad al-Eidani, forward 

as the latest nominee. This unpopular move resulted in the President, Barham Salih, offering his resignation to 

Parliament in protest at al-Bina’s attempts to push through al-Eidani’s nomination. There is currently no indicator 

when the next deadline might be. The protesters continue to call for an end to rampant corruption and chronic 

unemployment which has escalated into calls for a complete overhaul of the political system. As the protests 
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peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused not only on the government, both national and 

provincial,  but also the various militias.  A number of PMU headquarters were attacked and set on fire, with 

protestors accusing them of being aligned to Iran and of firing on the crowds during the previous round of 

protests which began on October 01. Despite the Iranian Consulate being set alight twice, protests in the south 

have tapered off in terms of violent incidents. Related protests took place in Babel, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, 

Muthanna, Maysan and Basra provinces and a number of government buildings, political party offices, and 

PMU headquarters have been set on fire. Khor Az-Zubayr and Umm Qasr ports have also been targeted by 

protestors and subsequently closed down for periods of time, as has access to several oilfields, such as Gharraf 

and ECP 1 at Majnoon, however they are still operational.  Meanwhile, Prime Minister Mahdi’s resignation will 

not result in a significant decrease in demonstrations in the short term, due to the unlikelihood of protestors 

feeling satisfied that there will be a change to the status quo. In the short term, violent demonstrations in 

Baghdad and the south will continue. The BIAP was also targeted with IDF on the evening of December 12, 

although the attack did not result in any casualties. This was the second incident involving IDF targeting the 

BIAP in one  week, with the initial incident reportedly targeting US interests on the military side of the airport, 

resulting in several CTS members being injured. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  Three explosions targeting 

civilians during the evening of November 27 across three districts in Baghdad, leaving at least six killed and 

over 15 injured. At the time of reporting, no group have claimed responsibility, however IS have a history of 

carrying out similar attacks. The suicide vest (SVEST) attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield 

multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad 

City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not 

assessed to change the security situation in the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the 

attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the capability to launch operations of this nature within the City.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

IRGC and Kataeb Hezbollah Commanders Soleimani and al-Muhandis killed in US 
strike in Baghdad 
In what represents an extremely significant escalation to regional tensions, the United States carried out a drone 

strike in the early hours of January 03 near Baghdad’s international airport, killing Qassem Soleimani, the 

Commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force. Soleimani was killed alongside the 

Deputy Commander of the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU), Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, who was also the leader of 

Kata’ib Hezbollah, a militia group that had been engaged in fraught and violent exchanges with the US over the 

past week.  

US Embassy protest – Dec 31, 2019 – Jan 01, 2020 
At around 1139hrs on Dec 31, sources reported that a crowd had gathered outside the US Embassy inside the 

International Zone in Baghdad.  Protests in support of the Popular Mobilisation Forces ensued with a number of 

guard huts and also possibly a wall on the Embassy’s perimeter being set on fire after the crowd swelled to 

approximately 1000 people.  The protests were ignited after the US struck Kataeb Hezbollah militia positions in Al 

Qaim two days ago following months of IDF attacks against US bases in  Iraq by Iranian-backed Shia militias.  It 

is not clear how this number of protestors managed to breach the IZ’s security, although it is believed that senior 

PMF commander Qais al-Khazali and the head of the Fatah alliance Hadi Al-Ameri may have led the protestors 

into the IZ from ECP 5 to the south of the 14th July Bridge.  International press reported that gunfire was heard at 

the scene and there were also reports of tear gas being fired.  An Associated Press journalist reported seeing 

flames rising from inside the Embassy and at least three US soldiers on the roof of the main building.  Reuters 

also reported that US embassy staff and the US ambassador were not in the building, citing Iraqi officials, who 

said they were understood to have been evacuated before the gate - used by vehicles as well as guards - was 

broken down by the protesters.  Iraqi special forces have reportedly been deployed in a bid to prevent them 

entering the embassy and via a loudspeaker the crowd was urged to desist, saying: "The message was delivered.".   

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate-High Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Security 
 
US launches airstrikes against Kataeb Hezbollah in Iraq and Syria  

On the night of December 29 the US military carried out airstrikes (possible drone strikes) on multiple locations in 

Iraq and Syria linked to the Kataeb Hezbollah militia group.  Several Iraqi PMU members including a PMU 

commander named as Abu Ali Khazali were reportedly killed in one of the strikes, which targeted the group's 

headquarters in al-Qa'im on the border with Syria in western Anbar province. The operation came two days after 

a US civilian contractor was killed in a rocket attack on the K1 Iraqi military base near Kirkuk. US officials blamed 

the Iran-backed militia group for the incident.  Assistant to the US Secretary of Defence Jonathan Hoffman 

confirmed the strikes stating that US Forces had conducted “precision defensive strikes against five Kataeb 

Hezbollah facilities in Iraq and Syria that will degrade KH’s ability to conduct future attacks against coalition 

forces.  KH has a strong linkage with Iran's Quds Force and has repeatedly received lethal aid and other support 

from Iran that it has used to attack coalition forces.” Two Kataeb Hezbollah locations in Syria were also reportedly 

targeted in Sunday's operation.  Additional US airstrikes targeting PMU positions are possible over the coming 

days.   

 

US Embassy protest – Dec 31, 2019 – Jan 01, 2020 

At around 1139hrs on Dec 31, sources reported that a crowd had gathered outside the US Embassy inside the 

International Zone in Baghdad.  Protests in support of the Popular Mobilisation Forces ensued with a number of 

guard huts and also possibly a wall on the Embassy’s perimeter being set on fire after the crowd swelled to 

approximately 1000 people.  The protests were ignited after the US struck Kataeb Hezbollah militia positions in Al 

Qaim two days ago following months of IDF attacks against US bases in  Iraq by Iranian-backed Shia militias.  It 

is not clear how this number of protestors managed to breach the IZ’s security, although it is believed that senior 

PMF commander Qais al-Khazali and the head of the Fatah alliance Hadi Al-Ameri may have led the protestors 

into the IZ from ECP 5 to the south of the 14th July Bridge.  International press reported that gunfire was heard at 

the scene and there were also reports of tear gas being fired.  An Associated Press journalist reported seeing 

flames rising from inside the Embassy and at least three US soldiers on the roof of the main building.  Reuters 

also reported that US embassy staff and the US ambassador were not in the building, citing Iraqi officials, who 

said they were understood to have been evacuated before the gate - used by vehicles as well as guards - was 

broken down by the protesters.  Iraqi special forces have reportedly been deployed in a bid to prevent them 

entering the embassy and via a loudspeaker the crowd was urged to desist, saying: "The message was delivered.".   

 

Meanwhile US President Donald Trump levied responsibility for the protests at Tehran’s feet, blaming Iran in a 

tweet on the morning of Dec 31 for “orchestrating an attack on the U.S. Embassy in Iraq”. Trump also directed 

responsibility at Baghdad, stating that he expects Iraq “to use its forces to protect the Embassy”. Prior to Trump’s 

tweet, Iraqi interim Prime Minister Adil Abd al-Mahdi released a statement, calling on “everyone to leave the area 

immediately, and remember that any act of aggression or harassment of foreign embassies are an act strictly 

forbidden by the security forces and are punishable by the law”.  Abd al Mahdi’s comments earned rebukes from 

some US officials, who questioned how the protesters were able to pass through the usually heavily-militarised 

green zone. Kataeb Hezbollah (KH) has vowed to continue its sit-in and protest until the closure of the Embassy. 

Further responses to the US attack on Shia militias were publicised on Dec 30. Iraq’s Foreign Ministry said it will 

summon the US Ambassador following the attacks. However, despite rumours of the Ambassador and the 

Embassy staff being evacuated due to security fears, Embassy sources speaking to Al Hurra stated that the 

Ambassador is on leave and not in the country. The Syrian Government’s Foreign Ministry, as expected, 

condemned “American aggression” in a statement released on the evening of Dec 30. Saudi Arabia also released 

a statement on Dec 31, expressing “great concern” over the recent attacks against the US and denouncing the 

perpetrators as “terrorist militias supported by the Iranian regime against US forces in Iraq”, referring to Friday’s 

attack by KH on a military base in Kirkuk, which killed an American contractor. The statement came after a phone 
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call between Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman and US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, with both 

sides discussing Iran’s “destabilising” role in the region, according to a US readout from the discussion.  

 

On the morning of January 01, an unspecified number of PMU supporters (mainly Kata'ib Hezbollah) set several 

tyres ablaze IVO US Embassy inside the International Zone (IZ).  It was reported that the  Embassy security force 

fired a number of tear canisters towards the crowd, resulting in 20 PMU supporters receiving suffocation injuries.  

Following a call by the PMF Command for the supporters to withdraw, the majority of the crowd dispersed from 

the front of the Embassy at around 1500hrs, with Kataib Hezbollah issuing a statement saying that they agreed to 

caretaker Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi’s demands to withdraw from the US embassy in exchange for a law 

that would end US military presence in the country. The political office of the Hezbollah Brigades said “We met 

Abdul Mahdi’s call to relocate the sit-in in exchange for serious work to expel foreign forces. We will watch the 

parliament’s work next week to commence to legislate a law for the withdrawal of foreign forces out of respect for 

the blood of the martyrs”.  In addition last night, the ISF said they had “fully secured the perimeters of the US 

embassy in Baghdad”.  It was also reported that the US Embassy issued a statement saying that all public consular 

operations are suspended until further notice and all future appointments cancelled.  U.S. citizens were also 

advised not approach the Embassy or to travel to Iraq.  Meanwhile, the PMU expressed gratitude for all the Iraqi 

officials including political, religious, cultural and national figures who had condemned US aggression against the 

PMU.  This came after widespread condemnation for the US airstrikes were expressed by key leaders, both inside 

and outside of Iraq. From within Iraq both the PM and President have condemned the US’s actions, alongside 

other key figures such as the Head of the National Wisdom Movement of Iraq, Amar al-Hakim, who described it 

as a clear violation of Iraq's sovereignty, and the commander of the PMU, Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis who warned of 

a harsh response to the attack, saying that the “blood of martyrs will not be wasted”.  Also, Falih al-Khazali, a 

member of al-Fatah coalition in the Iraqi parliament, warned that the US forces have started an obvious war against 

Iraq.  Externally, Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, strongly condemned the US with a speech 

broadcast on state television, stating that the PMU members killed in the airstrikes were integral to the nation’s 

defence against IS and played a significant part in eradicating the insurgent grouping.  Meanwhile, the US has 

reportedly increased its presence in Iraq including 100 infantry soldiers embedded within the Embassy and a 

further 750 troops rumoured to now be in Kuwait in readiness for a response as Trump accused Iran of 

"orchestrating" the recent events against the US. Regional support for the US has come from its close allies in the 

region such as; Saudi Arabia, Israel and the UAE.  Meanwhile, civilian protesters rallying in Tahrir Square, Baghdad 

claimed that they would not let the increase in tension between the US and Iran ‘derail’ their protests 

 

Meanwhile, the protests outside the US embassy and attempts to storm its compound have drawn many reactions 

on social media.  While some Twitter users hailed the storming of the embassy, others rejected the action as 

against international laws and diplomatic protocols.  Some other users wondered why the security forces allowed 

those protesters to enter the International Zone but fired tear gas and live bullets against anti-government 

protesters when they attempted to enter the IZ via the Al-Jumariyah bridge in October and November 2019. Some 

Iraqi users expressed their resentment at the US airstrikes, supported the protests outside the US embassy and 

attempts to storm it, and called for its closure, while some users expressed their rejection of the action and the 

setting on fire of foreign embassies in the country.   

IRGC and Kataeb Hezbollah Commanders Soleimani and al-Muhandis killed in US strike in Baghdad 

In what represents an extremely significant escalation to regional tensions, the United States carried out a drone 

strike in the early hours of January 03 near Baghdad’s international airport, killing Qassem Soleimani, the 

Commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force. Soleimani was killed alongside the 

Deputy Commander of the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU), Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, who was also the leader of 

Kata’ib Hezbollah, a militia group that had been engaged in fraught and violent exchanges with the US over the 

past week.  In response to this attack, Iraqi interim Prime Minister Adil Abd al-Mahdi, Iraqi President Barham Salih, 

and Iraqi Parliamentary Speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi all condemned the US’ strike, with the former labelling it 

“a flagrant violation of Iraqi sovereignty”. Muqtada al-Sadr also released a statement, offering his condolences to 

Tehran and announcing the reactivation of his militia group the Promised Day Brigade and Jaish al-Mahdi, which 

had been active against US forces after the invasion of 2003. PMU linked commanders, Qais al-Khazali and Hadi 
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al-Ameri, condemned the attack, with al-Khazali calling on his fighters to be “on high alert for battle”. Iraq’s highest 

Shia authority, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, called the act “a tyrannical attack” and an “open violation of Iraqi 

sovereignty” but urged restraint and self-control.  Internationally, Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyed Ali 

Khamenei declared three days of mourning for Soleimani’s death, vowing to exact “severe revenge” and that “Jihad 

of Resistance will continue with more motivation”. Khamenei subsequently appointed Esmail Qa’ani as the new 

commander of the Quds Force, who had been Soleimani’s deputy since 1997, and stated that the “strategy of the 

Quds Force will be identical to that during the time of Martyr General Soleimani”. While initially more muted, 

tweeting a lone US flag, US President Donald Trump later stated via Twitter that Soleimani “killed or badly wounded 

thousands of Americans over an extended period of time, and was plotting to kill many more...but got caught!”, 

later adding that “he should have been taken out many years ago”. The United Kingdom, which was one of many 

domestic and international allies not to be informed of the strike beforehand, in a statement from Foreign Secretary, 

Dominic Raab, “always recognised the threat posed by […] Suleimani” but urged all parties to de-escalate. 

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah vowed to “work night and day to achieve Qassem Soleimani’s goals and carry 

his flag in all arenas and fronts”.   

 

As relations between the US and Iran break tipping point, the US State Department issued a warning on January 

03, advising all citizens to depart Iraq immediately and suspending all consular operations. Iraq’s Oil Ministry 

announced on Friday that some US citizens working for oil companies were leaving the country but denied that 

this would affect oil output or production, calling the situation “normal”.  Populist Iraqi Shi’ite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr 

mourned on Friday the killing of Iranian Quds Force commander Qassem Soleimani and Iraqi militia leaders in a 

U.S. air strike in Baghdad and said his militias were ready to defend Iraq.  “As the patron of the patriotic Iraqi 

resistance I give the order for all mujahideen, especially the Mehdi Army, Promised Day Brigade, and all patriotic 

and disciplined groups to be ready to protect Iraq,” he said in a statement.  Sadr, who positions himself as a 

nationalist rejecting both U.S. and Iranian interference in Iraq, called on all sides to behave with “wisdom and 

shrewdness” however.  Iran's supreme leader appointed the deputy commander of the Quds Force, Brigadier 

General Esmail Ghaani, as the replacement for Qassem Soleimani, the former head of the Iranian Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) who was killed in a US air strike on Friday, state media reported.  Supreme 

Leader Ali Khamenei said in a statement that program of the Quds Force, the military unit responsible for projecting 

Iran's influence via proxies across the Middle East, “will be unchanged from the time of his predecessor.”  Ghaani 

became deputy commander of the Quds Force, the overseas arm of Iran's Revolutionary Guards, in 1997 when 

Soleimani became the Force's chief commander.  Ghaani was quoted by Iranian media as saying in 2017 that US 

President Donald Trump's “threats against Iran will damage America ... We have buried many ... like Trump and 

know how to fight against America.” 

 

Funeral for Muhandis – 04 January 

Thousands of mourners have gathered in Baghdad as of the morning (local time) on Saturday, January 4, amid 

funeral processions honouring both Qasem Suleimani and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, deputy commander of Iraq's 

Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF). The funeral procession began at 1000:00 (local time) at the Imam Al-Kadhim 

and Imam Al-Jawad Shrine, in Karadah with dignitaries and government officials in attendance. Mourners also 

gathered at 10:00hrs, at the Entry Control Point (ECP) 5 of the International Zone and plan to march toward the 

Jadriyah neighbourhood of Karada district. Additionally it was reported that the motorcade carrying the coffins of 

Muhandis and Soleimani arrived at CP 17 to the north of the IZ, with the intention of driving through the IZ to exit 

from CP 5, to join with the main funeral procession.  It was reported that only two actual coffin bearing vehicles 

were let through along with senior government officials including the Prime Minister. Prior to this, a small number 

of protestors (40 – 50) also reportedly made their way into the IZ via CP 5, although this cannot be confirmed.  The 

funeral procession then made its way west across the Jaderiyah Bridge and onward to Imam al-Kadhim Shrine in 

Kadhimiyah district.  

 

Air strike on PMF’s Imam Ali Brigades unit – Taji 

Meanwhile, it was reported that a convoy believed to be carrying members of one of Iraq’s Popular Mobilization 

Forces (PMF) units, the Imam Ali Brigades was hit by a suspected airstrike in northern Baghdad during the early 
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morning hours (local time) of Saturday, January 4.  According to initial reports, at least six people were killed in 

the strike in Taji including its leader, Shubul Al-Zaidi.  The Popular Mobilization Forces confirmed to the Newsweek 

press outlet that an air raid targeted one of their convoys near Taji Stadium in Baghdad, but said it was a 

"humanitarian convoy" and have so far denied the deaths of Zaidi, along with Saraya al-Khorasani leader Hamid 

al-Jazaery and another militia leader Raed al-Karawi.  A social media account apparently belonging to Zaidi also 

issued a denying "the news of the martyrdom of Shubul al-Zaidi published shortly before." The account said "this 

news is not true, praise be to God, Lord of the worlds 

 

Additional US troops deploy to Kuwait 
The US Department of Defense stated on Friday, January 3, that it was deploying 3000 additional troops to Kuwait 

amid heightened tensions with Iran. According to US defense officials, additional deployments are also being 

weighed; an Army brigade has reportedly been placed on alert to fly into Lebanon to safeguard the US Embassy 

in Beirut. US Embassies also issued Security Alerts for Americans across the region, including in Bahrain, Kuwait, 

Morocco, and Saudi Arabia.   

Joint Operations Command announces 8th phase of Operation ‘Will of Victory’ 
The Joint Operations Command announced the launch of the 8th phase of Operation 'Will of Victory' on December 

29 stating that the operation would be undertaken on in five simultaneous axes.  According to a statement from 

the deputy Commander of Joint Operations Lieutenant General Abdul Amir Rashid Yarallah, the first would be in 

the Nineveh Operations Command AOR, the second axis was the responsibility of the Al-Jazira Operations 

Command, the third Salah-al-Din Operations Command, the fourth Diyala, and the fifth Kirkuk.   

Political 
 

Iraqi protesters release seven criteria which future PM candidates must hold for approval 
Iraqi protesters released a statement on Friday, Dec 27, in which they outlined criteria consisting of seven points 

which future Prime Ministerial candidates must hold in order to meet the protesters demands. This action comes 

after two proposals from the Fatah alliance were rejected by the protesters, a move which President Salih 

supported and who expressed his willingness to resign to support the protesters requirements and abate future 

violence. The criteria required states that future nominations must be neutral and non-partisan and have never 

held a previous position as cabinet minister, member of parliament or provincial council. Furthermore, they must 

be trustworthy and free from a history of corruption. Also, they must be no more than 55 years of age and must 

promise not to nominate themselves for office at the next election. Finally, they must be committed to meeting 

the demands of the protesters and to making decisions in the sole interest of the Iraqi people and not in the 

interest of a political party or foreign power.  

 

Presidents willingness to step down causes further division 
President Barham Salih’s expression of his willingness to resign after his rejection of the Fatah alliance’s 

nomination for PM has caused political divide within Iraq which threatens to send the current situation into a 

stalemate. Statements issued by Fatah say that Salih is failing to adhere to the constitution by not validating its 

nomination – Fatah being the largest parliamentary bloc. Furthermore, Salah has come under attack from other 

supporters of the alliance who claim he is acting under the will of western states. Despite these claims, Salih’s 

decision is supported by other prominent parties with statements of support coming from the al-Nasr bloc, led 

by former PM Haider al-Abadi; the al-Hikma Front, led by Ammar al-Hakim; and the al-Wataniya party, led by 

Ayad Allawi. Moreover, support for the President’s decision has come from the leader of the Sadrist movement, 

Muqtada al-Sadr who announced his support yesterday. Shortly after which al-Sadr nominated three candidates 

of his own to run for PM, including the intelligence chief Mustafa al-Kazmi, former head of the Iraqi Integrity 

Commission, Judge Rahim al-Aqili; and member of parliament, Faiq al-Sheikh Ali, however, these candidates 

where swiftly withdrawn less than 24 hours later, after the candidates failed to receive the populous support. 

Lastly, former member of parliament, Haider al-Molla suggested that the Fatah alliance should concede for the 

sake of the people, stating that “resorting to the streets” could solve the crisis, as reforming the system is a 

priority.  
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Consensus forming between politicians towards protester criteria for new PM 
Sunday’s (Dec 29) announcement by the Construction Alliance of its three candidates for PM was met with 

consensus between some politicians, in support of protester wishes. The Construction Alliance nominated three 

candidates including; Lieutenant General Abdul-Ghani al-Asadi, Lieutenant General Tawfiq al-Yasir and 

Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi. Shortly afterwards, Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi, reiterated that he was not ready to 

assume this position without the consent of the demonstrators. Allawi is the current Minister for Communications 

and has held the position on two other separate occasions during Maliki’s government (2006 – 2007, 2010 – 2012). 

During both periods It was rumoured that he resigned from his position due to indifferences between himself and 

the PM’s agenda. In support of this decision the Sairoon Parliamentary Bloc have affirmed that the candidate must 

be accepted by the protesters before being accepted by the political blocs. A member of the Sairoon Parliamentary 

Bloc, MP Sabah al-Okaili, stated that his party would not be putting forward any candidates but would support any 

of the Construction Alliance’s nominations if they first have the support of the protesters.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In Erbil on Dec 28, a woman was shot and killed by her husband after a family dispute, at a residential complex in 

Kani Qirjaleh, north west of Erbil city. Meanwhile, on Dec 26, PPK militants reportedly attacked a Turkish Army 

post near the border with Turkey, which resulted in 2 Turkish soldiers killed.  

In Nineveh, anti IS operations have continued across the province, with US-led coalition airstrikes successfully 

targeting IS militants in several locations. This was in conjunction with a significant ground offensive lead by a 

combination of IA and PMU Brigades, in which a number of IS militants were either killed or arrested and a 

significant amount of IEDs and other munitions, including a cache of suppressed weapons, located in a raid on  a 

house in al-Atshana district, eastern Mosul were recovered. Meanwhile, significant events across the province 

included a roadside IED detonation against a Sunni tribesmen’s patrol, killing one and wounding four others, in 

Um al-Edham Village, south west Mosul, and an IED detonation which targeted a joint ISF unit while conducting a 

clearance operation on Dec 27, in Numaniyah village, Nimrud, south east of Mosul.  

Kirkuk province has been witness to a number of kinetic events. The most significant being the attack on the K1 

military base in Kirkuk, in which one US contractor was killed and four more US soldiers were wounded, when 
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rockets were fired into the base. In a subsequent ISF led operation, a rocket launcher mounted on a truck was 

found, in which four Katyusha rockets had been fired towards the K1 base. Other such kinetic events have taken 

place, particularly in the area of Makhmour, were several IED detonations have killed and wounded Iraqi Army 

personnel. To counter this, numerous ISF operations have been conducted with varying degrees of success. 

Several IS members have been killed or arrested and a quantity of IEDs and munitions have been recovered 

across the province.  

Meanwhile in Salah al-Din, the province has witnessed a sustained number of kinetic events against both ISF 

members and civilians. An example of which was on Dec 27, when six civilians were killed by IS gunmen at an 

illegal checkpoint near a gypsum plant on highway 24/Route Clemson. Meanwhile, suspected IS gunmen shot and 

killed a preacher affiliated with the PMU 88th Brigade (Sunni tribesmen) on Jan 01. The ratio of reported IS attacks 

to successful ISF operations during this period, appears to be in favour of the IS.  Despite this, limited success 

has been achieved, such as an Iraqi airstrike targeting IS locations in Zarga, on the road between Tuz Khurmatu 

and Tikrit, was reported, and on Dec 30, IEDs were found and cleared in an ISF operation in Mokishfa. 

Diyala province has also witnessed a significant amount of IS activity. Several attacks on ISF and PMU positions 

have been reported in areas such as Muqdadiya and Baqubah, in which ISF and PMU members have been killed 

or wounded. Furthermore, no less than four incidents allegedly involving an IS sniper have been reported, in which 

this element has been successful in either killing or wounding ISF members.  Again, these incidents have been 

reported around the Muqdadiya and Baqubah area. Despite the above, ISF have had several successful 

operations, such as; on Dec 31, Iraqi Army targeted with mortars, several IS hideouts in al-Mukheisa village, and 

on Jan 02, IA used artillery to bombard multiple IS gatherings in the deserted villages of Khaili al-Faraj and al-

Rubeidat; areas which are close to the Diyala and Salah al-Din provincial boundaries.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

In Anbar province, on December 29, the 7th PMU Bde (Quwat al-Muntadhar) launched a pre-emptive security 

operation in the Tharthar area including the regions of Kusaiba, Shiha and al-Jisr al-Yabis in eastern Anbar 

province, to pursue IS sleeper cells.  A legacy IED detonated in Albu Dhiab killing one civilian and an ISF operation 

in Ana district found and cleared 11 IEDs and one 155mm rocket.  An ISF operation in Karma subdistrict found 

and cleared 21 IEDs and another in Maqal al-Ramel found and cleared 18 IEDs.   On December 31 five students 

were killed in a legacy IED detonation in the Nu’aimiya area in southern Fallujah.  On Dec 29, a cache composed 

of 6 x legacy anti-tank landmines, 4 x rocket launchers, 72 x 82 mm mortar rounds, 16 x pressure-plate IEDs, 4 x 

IEDs, 104 x projectiles, 5 x Katyusha rockets, 2 x 120 mm artillery shells and two high explosive devices contained 

within a 20-gallon tanker, were found inside the local council building of Kubaisa sub-district in Hit.  In addition, an  

ISF operation in Juba found and cleared 18 x IEDs and two Katyusha rockets and another clearance operation in 

Albu Ubaid in Fallujah found and cleared three mortar rounds. An IED targeted a Sunni tribesmen gathering in the 

desert near the border with Nineveh resulting in the deaths of 4 tribesmen.  Finally, an ISF operation in Jazerant 

al-Khaladiya found and cleared 5 x 120mm mortar rounds, 19 x 80mm mortar rounds, 5 x 60mm mortar rounds, 

20 x BMB1 rockets, 2 x IEDs and 1 x 155mm rocket.  Finally, on December 31 in the Kilo 160 area, east of al-

Rutbah, an IED detonated against Iraqi army patrol resulting in the deaths of 3 Iraqi Army soldier.  On January 01 

in Mulla End village, north of Karma, IS gunmen also reportedly attacked a security post manned by Sunni 

tribesmen with SAF.  Two tribesmen were killed and a further two wounded. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

In Baghdad during the reporting week, on the night of Dec 29, it was reported that a university professor at the 

Faculty of Fine Arts was the target of an assassination attempt when a UVIED was attached to his car as it was 

parked near a shopping centre on Haifa Street in Karkh district.  The perpetrators and motive for the attack are not 

known although it may be linked to the current wave of the targeting of protest activists.  It was not reported whether 

the professor had suffered any injuries. A hand grenade detonated in front of a civilian's house in Rashidiyah 

causing material damage and an unidentified gunman in Wathba Square shot and killed one protestor.  On Dec 

31 an IED detonated in front of an ISF member's house in Rashidiyah, Adhamiyah district, causing material 

damage only. An unidentified gunman in Hay Aur, also in Adhamiyah district shot and wounded one ISF member 

and, following a dispute, an unidentified gunman in Rashad, New Baghdad district shot and wounded one civilian.  

Also in New Baghdad, an unidentified individual threw a low-yield IED at a MOI member's house, wounding one 

civilian in the process.  An unidentified gunman in Karada also opened fire on civilians inside the Sabaa Hotel, 

wounding one civilian. (NFDK).  In addition, and after a dispute, a gunman on Abu Nouas street in Rusafah district 

shot and wounded one civilian.  Belated reporting indicates that on Dec 30 in Ubaidi neighbourhood, New Baghdad 

district, unidentified gunmen shot and killed a civilian with suppressed weapons and several unidentified gunmen 

in Hurriyah, Kadhamiya district opened fire on a number of civilians, killing two and wounding two others.  An ISF 

member was also shot and wounded by an unidentified gunman in Sadr City.    On December 31, an IED detonated 

outside the house of an elder from al-Saadi tribe in the Palestine street area in Rusafa district, without causing 

casualties and in a separate a UVIED detonated beneath a civilian's vehicle in the 33 Sector of Sadr City in eastern 
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Baghdad city.  On January 02, an unspecified number of recently dismissed PMU members demonstrated in the 

Karada area, demanding reenlistment. Route Giants was closed to traffic for a period of time.  A civilian was shot 

and killed by gunmen carrying suppressed weapons inside a medical laboratory in Mansour district and on January 

02, a journalist and a cameraman working for the Associated Press who had been kidnapped by gunmen affiliated 

with the PMU while covering the protest outside the US embassy on 01 January were released by their captors.   

 

An uptick in insurgent attacks was noted in the wider belts region during the reporting period.  Several gunmen in 

Mashahada reportedly opened fire at an ISF checkpoint wounding two ISF members on Dec 28 and on December 

26 in Muslehiya village, Tarmiya, north of Baghdad, IS gunmen attacked an Iraqi army checkpoint with SAF killing 

one soldier and injuring another.  On December 27 in Thera’ Dijla, north west of Baghdad, an IED detonated 

against federal police patrol killing two policemen and on December 28 in Khamsa village, Mashahada sub-district, 

north of Baghdad, IS gunmen attacked another an Iraqi army post with SAF, killing one and wounding another.  In 

a separate attack on the same day in the same area IS gunmen ambushed an Iraqi army convoy with automatic 

weapons killing 3 soldiers and wounding four others.  On Dec 30 in Al Jedaiel village, Mashahada sub-district, 

north of Baghdad, IS gunmen attacked the motorcade of Sunni tribesmen commander with SAF.  Two tribesmen 

were wounded in the attack and on January 02, ISF EOD disarmed a hand grenade placed near a civilian' house 

in Taji district and on January 01 in Tarmiya, north of Baghdad, a chieftain (Mukhtar) was wounded when IS 

gunmen opened fire on his vehicle. (NFDK).  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In the southern provinces, continued protester action has been recorded in almost all of the main cities – again 

with some incidences of minor violence. These confrontations between security forces and protesters in Karbala, 

Nasiriyah and Diwaniyah usually a result of protesters conducting or attempting arson attacks against political and 

militia premises of predominantly Iranian-backed groups. Attacks against pro-protest leaders and activists 

continued to be reported this period with a number SAF incidents recorded – abductions too are a constant but, 

when released those taken are reluctant to identify the perpetrators. 

In Basra, protest action endures and is mostly driven now by selfish self-gain and not the pro-reform/anti-

government activity as previously witnessed. Tribal groups continued sit-ins near to the entrances to Majnoon and 

WQ 1 to demand employment and land allocations, these valid, as negotiations and representation had been made 

with the Basra Oil Company (BOC) and the field operators. However, protest action recorded at North Rumaila, 

more focussed on terms and conditions of employees, has become more sporadic. The protest group at the Navy 

Roundabout maintain their peaceful sit-in but other groups have made nightly excursions into the city, notably the 

Tajari Street intersection, and set fire to tyres, quickly dispersing upon the arrival of the ISF. The typical pattern of 

social violence, tribal dispute and criminal activity has continued this week. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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