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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ On the night of Dec 29 the US military carried out airstrikes on multiple locations in Iraq and Syria linked to the 

Kataeb Hezbollah militia group.  Up to 25 Iraqi PMU members were reportedly killed in one of the strikes, which 

targeted the group's headquarters in al-Qa'im on the border with Syria in western Anbar province. The operation 

came two days after a US civilian contractor was killed in a rocket attack on the K1 Iraqi military base near 

Kirkuk. US officials blamed the Iran-backed militia group for the incident.  Two Kataeb Hezbollah (KH) locations 

in Syria were also reportedly targeted in the operation.  As expected, the death of a US civilian contractor 

following the probable PMU-initiated rocket attack at the K1 base in Kirkuk province was the red line for the US 

to hit back after months of similar rocket attacks against coalition bases in northern Baghdad province, Nineveh, 

Kirkuk and Salah-al-Din.  As a result of the attack, a crowd of PMF members and supporters gathered outside 

the US Embassy inside the International Zone in Baghdad on December 31 and again on Jan 01.  Although 

the US Embassy itself was not breached, damage was sustained to the perimeter and entrance foyer.     

 
▪ Following these events, the United States carried out a drone strike in the early hours of Jan 03 near Baghdad’s 

international airport, killing Qassem Soleimani, the Commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps 

(IRGC) Quds Force. Soleimani was killed alongside the Deputy Commander of the Popular Mobilisation Units 

(PMU), Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, who was also the leader of Kata’ib Hezbollah. In retaliation, early on Jan 08, 

Iran fired more than a dozen ballistic missiles against Al Assad airbase in Anbar province and against Erbil 

International Airport in Kurdistan.  In a much-anticipated address to the nation on Jan 09, President Donald 

Trump tempered days of angry rhetoric and suggested Iran was now “standing down” after it had fired the 

missiles, as both sides looked to defuse the crisis sparked by the killing of Soleimani.  Meanwhile, 176 people 

were killed when an Iranian air defence missile system misidentified a Ukrainian Boeing 737-800 civilian airliner 

taking off from Tehran international airport as a US military aircraft early on Jan 08.  Iran finally admitted the 

grave mistake on Jan 10.  It is unclear what Tehran’s future intent with regards to the crisis currently is.  It is 

assessed however that further direct Iranian strikes against US assets in Iraq will not be forthcoming with Iran 

realising that this would invoke swift retribution from the United States.  However, it is probable that Iran will 

continue to use its proxy-militias in Iraq to launch periodic IDF and asymmetric attacks against US and western 

interests in Iraq and the wider Middle East, thereby affording Tehran a degree of non-culpability should a 

successful attack by the militias be forthcoming. The threat to US and western assets inside Iraq from Iranian 

sponsored Shia militia groups therefore remains heightened in the short to medium term. 

 

▪ Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since protests started on 01 October 2019 have to 

date left 669 people dead and 24,488 injured.  There were also 2806 arrests to date.  Following the resignation 

of PM Mahdi, the process to nominate the next Prime Minister continues without an end in sight, with Mahdi 

continuing as head of government in a caretaker role.  Fatah’s candidate, Qusay al-Suhail, has been dropped 

and the al-Bina alliance, of which Fatah is a part of, planned to put the Governor of Basra, Assad al-Eidani, 

forward as the latest nominee. This unpopular move resulted in the President, Barham Salih, offering his 

resignation to Parliament in protest at al-Bina’s attempts to push through al-Eidani’s nomination. There is 

currently no indicator when the next deadline might be. The protesters continue to call for an end to rampant 

corruption and chronic unemployment which has escalated into calls for a complete overhaul of the political 

system. As the protests peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused not only on the 

government, both national and provincial,  but also the various militias.  A number of PMU headquarters were 

attacked and set on fire, with protestors accusing them of being aligned to Iran and of firing on the crowds 

during the previous round of protests which began on October 01. Despite the Iranian Consulate being set 

alight twice, protests in the south have tapered off in terms of violent incidents. Related protests took place in 

Babel, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Muthanna, Maysan and Basra provinces and a number of government buildings, 

political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire. Khor Az-Zubayr and Umm Qasr ports have 
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also been targeted by protestors and subsequently closed down for periods of time, as has access to several 

oilfields, such as Gharraf and ECP 1 in Majnoon, however they are still operational.  Meanwhile, Prime Minister 

Mahdi’s resignation will not result in a significant decrease in demonstrations in the short term, due to the 

unlikelihood of protestors feeling satisfied that there will be a change to the status quo. In the short term, violent 

demonstrations in Baghdad and the south will continue.  

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and in Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  Three explosions targeting 

civilians during the evening of November 27, 2019 across three districts in Baghdad, left at least six killed and 

over 15 injured. No group claimed responsibility, however IS have a history of carrying out similar attacks in 

the City. The suicide vest (SVEST) attack in Sadr City, Baghdad on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED 

attack in eastern Baghdad on August 06, 2019 underlines the continuing threat posed by residual IS sleeper 

cells who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not 

assessed to change the security situation in the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019 and into 2020, 

however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the capability to launch operations of this nature 

within the capital.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Protests resume in Iraq amongst Muqtada al-Sadr calls for ‘million-man’ march against 
US presence 
Populist cleric Muqtada al-Sadr has backed down from his call for a million-man march on Jan 24 against the 

presence of US troops in Iraq in a significant political reversal after criticism among his Shi’a constituency that the 

march would serve Iran and undermine the three-month uprising he supports. Al-Sadr announced the planned 

march after a visit to Iran, saying it was aimed at peacefully “condemning the American presence and its violations 

in Iraq”.   In a statement on social media on Jan 16, al-Sadr toned down his language on the anti-US aspect of the 

march. He said the demonstration, whose date he did not specify, would be against “corruption and occupation", 

without specifying the US.   He denied that the demonstrations he called for would be in opposition the ongoing 

protest movement. Describing the protests as “two lights emerging from the same lamp” al-Sadr focused on 

dispelling activists concerns that he is trying to hijack and destroy the anti-Government protest in Tahrir Square.  

Meanwhile, the main protest movement has increased this week following a lull so far in 2020.  On the night of Jan 

17, protestors once again clashed with ISF on Sinak Bridge in central Baghdad with a number of wounded and 

possibly two deaths recorded.    

 

Two IDF attacks against US-led coalition bases in Iraq 
At least eight Katyusha rockets struck Balad Air Base in Salah-al-Din province at around 1914hrs on Jan 12.  

According to security officials, four Iraqi soldiers were wounded in the attack with a number of rounds reportedly 

hitting the runway of the air base, while another struck the gate.   No group has yet claimed responsibility, but it is 

assessed that this represents further targeting of US and coalition facilities in retaliation following the US drone 

strike on IRGC Quds Force commander Suleimani and PMF Deputy Commander al-Muhandis on Jan 03.  Later 

this week, several rounds of indirect fire (reports vary from four to eight rockets, possibly fired in two salvos) were 

reported to have landed in the vicinity of Camp Taji, host to US-coalition forces, just after 21:20 (local time) on Jan 

14. Initial damage assessments following the attack indicated that no rounds impacted inside the base.  

Unconfirmed social media reporting stated that ISF arrested a number of members of the PMF (Harakat al-Nujaba 

(HJN)) in connection with the attack, although this remains uncorroborated.   

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate-High Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Security 

Muqtada Al-Sadr appears to rein back call for ‘million-man’ march against US presence on Jan 24 
Populist cleric Muqtada al-Sadr has backed down from his call for a million-man march on Jan 24 against the 

presence of US troops in Iraq in a significant political reversal after criticism among his Shi’a constituency that the 

march would serve Iran and undermine the three-month uprising he supports. Al-Sadr announced the planned 

march after a visit to Iran, saying it was aimed at peacefully “condemning the American presence and its violations 

in Iraq”.   In a statement on social media on Jan 16, al-Sadr toned down his language on the anti-US aspect of the 

march. He said the demonstration, whose date he did not specify, would be against “corruption and occupation", 

without specifying the US.   He denied that the demonstrations he called for would be in opposition the ongoing 

protest movement. Describing the protests as “two lights emerging from the same lamp” al-Sadr focused on 

dispelling activists concerns that he is trying to hijack and destroy the anti-Government protest in Tahrir Square.   

Anti-Government protests gain momentum once again 
Anti-government protests and sit-ins continued in Baghdad and in other cities across Iraq’s southern governorates 

this week. Protesters continued their sit-in, in Tahrir Square in Baghdad and strike action occurred at universities 

and government departments across the country.  Once more there were reports of clashes between protesters 

and security forces in various locations. Protestors clashed with the ISF on Sinak Bridge in central Baghdad at 

around 2000hrs on Jan 17 with ISF reportedly using water cannon to repel the demonstrators resulting in a number 

of seriously injured.  There were also unconfirmed reports of at least two protestor deaths.  The ongoing incident 

follows a lull in protests in 2020, which originally began on Oct 01, 2019 when demonstrators called for an end to 

rampant corruption and chronic unemployment, which then escalated into calls for a complete overhaul of the 

political system.  Meanwhile, around 60 people, including 48 security force members, were reportedly injured in 

clashes outside the University of Wasit in Al Kut, Wasit governorate, during clashes. In Nasiriyah, Dhi Qir 

Governorate, after demonstrators claimed three major bridges in the city, four protesters were reportedly stabbed 

by unidentified militia near al-Habibi Square. In Karbala a building was set on fire as security forces clashed with 

demonstrators who tried to storm a local government building.  Demonstrators protesting in Tahrir Square 

announced their complete rejection of attempts by some political blocs to reassign resigned Prime Minister Adel 

Abdul Mahdi to form the new cabinet. The demonstrators presented pictures of Abdul-Mahdi on the platform of the 

Turkish Restaurant building with the word "Disapproved", as an expression of their complete refusal for him to stay 

or be re-assigned to head the government again.  

Balad Airbase attacked with Katyusha rockets 
At least eight Katyusha rockets struck Balad Air Base in Salah-al-Din province at around 1914hrs on Jan 12.  

According to security officials, four Iraqi soldiers were wounded in the attack with a number of rounds reportedly 

hitting the runway of the air base, while another struck the gate.   No group has yet claimed responsibility, but it is 

assessed that this represents further targeting of US and coalition facilities in retaliation following the US drone 

strike on IRGC Quds Force commander Suleimani and PMF Deputy Commander al-Muhandis on Jan 03. 

IDF attack against Taji coalition airbase in northern Baghdad province 
Several rounds of indirect fire (reports vary from four to eight rockets, possibly fired in two salvos) were reported 

to have landed in the vicinity of Camp Taji, host to US-coalition forces, just after 21:20 (local time) on Jan 14. Initial 

damage assessments following the attack indicated that no rounds impacted inside the base, although one may 

have impacted IVO the main gate, injuring one ISF soldier.  No casualties or significant material damage was 

reported.  Unconfirmed social media reporting stated that ISF arrested a number of members of the PMF (Harakat 

al-Nujaba (HJN)) in connection with the attack, although this remains uncorroborated.  This latest IDF follows an 

IDF strike against Balad airbase, 40km north of Taji on the evening of Jan 12.   

Eleven US soldiers wounded in Jan 08 Iranian missile strike 

The US Central Command revealed on Jan 17 that 11 people stationed in Iraq's Ain al-Assad Base in Anbar 

Province were injured during Iran's retaliatory strikes on Jan 08.  While the US initially denied any casualties to 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

18 Jan 2020   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [8] 
                       garda.com 

 

personnel, this revelation confirms several claims that were made by activists who said that the US secretly 

transferred wounded US soldiers out of Iraq. In related news, Iranian Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei, led Friday 

prayers in Iran's capital for the first time in eight years. According to several observers, Khamenei only leads the 

prayers at times of crisis. During his sermon, Iran's leader covered several issues including the assassination of 

the head of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corp's Quds Forces (IRGC-QF), Qassem Soleimani, and Deputy 

Chairman of the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU), Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, as well as the Iranian retaliation on 

US troops in Iraq, and the accidental destruction of the Ukrainian jetliner that killed 176 people. serving as the 

battleground between the Tehran and Washington.’  COMMENT ENDS. 

US resumes anti-IS operations in Iraq 

The United States has reportedly resumed joint military operations with Iraq that had been put on hold after the 

US drone strike that killed IRGC Quds force Commander Qasem Soleimani on Jan 03.  Two US military officials 

quoted by the New York Times said the Pentagon wanted to resume the operations in order to pick up the fight 

against the Islamic State group.  Iraqi lawmakers passed a non-binding agreement to expel the more than 5,000 

US troops that are in Iraq with Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi subsequently asking Washington to work out a 

road map for a troop withdrawal.  The  US rejected the request.  Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said that Iraqi 

leaders have told him privately they support the US troop presence, despite public appeals for them to leave.  'They 

won't say so publicly. But privately they all welcome the fact that America is still there executing its counter terror 

campaign,' Pompeo said at a forum at Stanford University.  One official said military leaders have discussed the 

resumption of operations with the Iraqis, but it is not clear who was involved in those talks or whether Iraqi 

government leaders are publicly endorsing the move.   

This comes at a time when tensions between Iraq and the US are increasing.  According to several reports at an 

event at the Middle East Institute in Washington DC, the US Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Joey 

Hood, stated that if the Iraqi Government purchases S-400 advanced air defence systems from Russia, the US 

will impose sanctions against Iraq. This comes after several reports stated that Iraq is in talks with Russia to 

purchase these systems in order to defend its sovereignty from continued infringement by the US and Iran, and to 

reduce its reliance on the US and US-made weaponry.  During the same event, reports stated that Hood warned 

that if the US withdraws troops from Iraq, a domino effect will take place as investors will also withdraw from the 

country, which may result in a resurgence of the Islamic State in the country. Denying responsibility for the Iraqi 

Parliament's vote to remove foreign troops, Iran's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Javad Zarif, stated yesterday that his 

country did not demand that US troops leave Iraq.  

Political 

Al-Sadr and Al-Amiri's meeting focused on three subjects 
The Sairoon Alliance revealed that the most prominent subjects were discussed in the meeting between the leader 

of the Sadrist movement, Muqtada al-Sadr, and the head of the Al-Fatah Alliance, Hadi al-Amiri, in the city of Qom 

on Jan 13. "Al-Sadr and al-Amiri discussed the matters of the presence of the US forces, the fulfilment of the 

demands of the demonstrators, and the speedy formation of the government, as well, as other topics" said the 

deputy for the Sairoon Alliance, Riyad Al-Masoudi in a press statement.  He added that the Sairoon Alliance wants 

to choose an independent and strong personality with the ability to carry out reform. He noted that the file of forming 

the government has been long overdue and that the meeting between al-Sadr and al-Amiri comes to benefit a real 

Iraqi project that differs from the previous one. He pointed out that next week will be decisive in choosing a 

candidate for prime minister, especially with the period given by al-Sadr of fifteen days to choose a valid and strong 

government that will restore Iraq to its prestige after the recent US attacks and references to the highest religious 

authority regarding the violation of sovereignty.  The President of the Republic, Barham Salih, had refused to 

assign the candidate of the Construction Alliance to head the government, while he indicated his readiness to 

submit his resignation to Parliament.   

US Unveils New Sanctions Against Iran for Missile Attacks 
The Trump administration formally announced new economic sanctions against Iran on Jan 10, as punishment for 

missile attacks Tehran carried out on Jan 08 on two US military bases in Iraq. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
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and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin announced the new penalties at a White House briefing. The sanctions 

target Iran's largest steel, aluminium, copper and iron manufacturers, as well as eight individuals. Pompeo and 

Mnuchin said the measures are also intended to hamper Iran's nuclear industry.  "The United States is targeting 

senior Iranian officials for their involvement and complicity in Tuesday's ballistic missile strikes," Mnuchin said. 

"These sanctions will continue until the regime stops the funding of global terrorism and commits to never having 

nuclear weapons."  President Donald Trump promised new sanctions after Wednesday's attacks, which caused 

damage to the bases in Erbil and al-Assad but did not injure US or coalition troops. The strikes were retaliatory for 

the US drone strike last week that killed Iranian commander Qassem Soleimani in Baghdad.  Individuals named 

in the new sanctions include Iranian national security official Ali Shamkhani, military deputy chief of staff 

Mohammad Reza Ashtiani and Islamic Revolutionary Guard chief Gholamreza Soleimani. Seventeen metals 

producers and mining companies and buyers of Iranian steel, including Beijing-based Pamchel, are also on the 

sanctions list.  On 9 January, Iranian UN Ambassador Majid Takht Ravanchi said the missile attacks were not 

intended to kill any US troops. "We said before we took our military action that we would choose the timing and 

the place, and we chose the place where the attack against Soleimani was initiated. We do not consider a high 

number of casualties as an instrumental element in our calculations." He said the Iraq bases were chosen to show 

"we are capable of hitting the target where the plan to kill Soleimani was organised. We are not looking at killing 

Americans within this operation."  At a UN Security Council meeting on 9 January, US Ambassador Kelly Craft 

defended the strike that killed Soleimani as a justifiable act of self-defence. Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad 

Javad Zarif was invited to attend the session but was denied U.S. entry.   

Ayad Allawi resigns in solidarity with protesters 
Senior Iraqi politician and former Prime Minister Ayad Allawi has resigned from parliament in protest at its 

performance, according to media reports.  Allawi, the head of the Iraqi National Movement (Al-Wataniya), resigned 

due to “the failure of the parliament to carry out its legislative and supervisory role and its inability to deal seriously 

and positively with the demands of the protesters”.   

New members of Iraq's electoral commission take oath 
New members of the Iraqi Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) have taken oath in front of the Supreme 

Judicial Council (SJC).  On December 23, the SJC chose seven judges for the IHEC in implementation of a recent 

law endorsed as part of the country’s efforts to appease anti-government protesters who have demanded political 

reforms.  In a press conference broadcast by the Iraqia News on December 05, parliament Speaker Mohammed 

al-Halbousi said the new commission “will not be subject to political or party authority”.  Halbousi said the IHEC, 

which is responsible for overseeing the country's elections, will consist of nine judges and state council members 

to be selected randomly through a draw to ensure "transparency".   

Sunnis deny moves to establish own autonomous region in Iraq 
Several Sunni politicians have come out in condemnation of rumours that Sunni MPs are seeking to push the idea 

that majority-Sunni provinces in Western Iraq should establish a semi-autonomous region similar to the Kurdistan 

Region of Iraq. While Ahmed al-Jubouri, an MP from the National Forces Alliance, stated that establishing a semi-

autonomous region is a right given to provinces in the Iraqi Constitution, Sunni politicians are not seeking to pursue 

it at the moment given that the majority of their areas are still devastated from the anti-IS operations. Some 

observers, on the other hand, have accused some Shi'a politicians of trying to spread this rumour to create fear 

amongst the population, so that citizens continue to support politicians on a sectarian affiliation rather than policy 

goals.  

Iraq’s caretaker PM arrives in the KR-I to meet with the Kurdistan Regional Premiership 
Iraq’s caretaker PM, Adil Abdul Mahdi meet with the KRG’s premiership for the first time since he took office in 

2018. The PM and a delegation of senior federal ministers arrived in Erbil with an agenda to rebuild ties between 

Baghdad and Erbil since relations were frayed in 2017 after the KRG’s controversial independence referendum. 

The PM and delegation held office with the Kurdish regions Prime Minister Masrour Barzani, President Nechirvan 

Barzani and influential power broker and former leader, Masoud Barzani, who heads the ruling Kurdistan 

Democratic Party (KDP). High on the agenda was the topic of US and coalition presence within Iraq and their 

ongoing commitment toward the fight against IS. Recently, the Shia majority parliament voted on the removal of 
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the coalition from Iraq, after the US operation which killed the Iranian IRGC commander and leader of the ‘Quds 

force’ Qassem Soleimani and deputy commander of the PMU and leader of Kata’ib Hezbollah, Abu Mahdi al-

Muhandis, on Jan 02. Since the non-binding vote to remove the US led coalition, in which the KRG parliamentary 

bloc’s abstained from voting, concern has been raised as to the capability to combat IS in the absence of the 

coalition. During the discussion, Abdel Mahdi was quoted as saying, “we do not want hostility with anyone, 

including the United States.” During the visit the Iraqi PM also visited Sulaymaniyah and meet with the Kurdish 

rival party leadership, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan Party (PUK).  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the KRI this week, the pension reform bill has attracted controversy for retaining significant payments to senior 

officials, many of whom only serve short terms in office, despite cuts to pensions for ordinary government workers.  

Additionally, disabled people and other social program beneficiaries, such as the families of Anfal victims and 

former political prisoners, have objected to cuts to their benefits.  The new reform bill has been passed and is said 

to be effective within the next 60 days, the intent of which is to address the issues in disparity, making the pension 

system fairer across the board.  Meanwhile, In Dohuk, on Jan 13, a Turkish soldier and security guard was killed 

in a counter-terrorism operation in Haftanin region. Meanwhile on the night of Jan 14, Turkish aircraft bombarded 

Gale Sargam and Rashava villages in Amedi district, north of Dohuk, casualties and damage were not reported.  

Lastly, in Sulaimaniyah, further demonstrations took place over the reform bill, with teachers and other civil 

servants expressing their opinion in the disparity between their current pension and those of senior employees.  

Nineveh province has experienced a busy reporting period. To the west on Jan 09, the Syrian Observatory for 

Human Rights, reported an unknown aircraft which targeted an ammunitions depot and vehicles belonging to a 

PMU unit in the area of Albu Kamal, near the Syrian – Iraqi border. Meanwhile, also on Jan 09, one person was 
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killed and other two wounded in Snuny sub-district of Sinjar near the Syrian border, when Iraqi Security Forces 

(ISF) mistakenly opened fire on a group of civilians as they attempted to enter Iraq illegally. Additionally, on January 

15, fifteen militants were killed, and eight others wounded in a Turkish airstrike targeted at PKK-affiliated 

headquarters of the Yazidi militia (Sinjar Resistance Units YBS) in the Shamal sub-district, north of Sinjar. On Jan 

12, IVO lake Sinisla, Ba’aj district, south west of Mosul, when multiple IEDs detonated against a PMF convoy near 

the Syrian border, killing seven PMF members and wounding two more.  Meanwhile, Mosul city and the 

surrounding area has witnessed significant IS activity. IS’s ability to conduct operations within the area have 

remained steady with IED type engagements such as, on Jan 13, when two policemen were seriously wounded in 

a roadside IED detonation which targeted their patrol IVO Qayyarah junction, 60km south of Mosul. Also an 

increase in the complexity has been witnessed, for example; on Jan 10, in al-Hadhar district, south of Mosul, IS 

gunmen attacked a PMF position with mortars and MGs, killing four PMF and wounding seven more, highlighting 

a degree of coordination to use multiple weapon systems to greater effect. Conversely, ISF and PMF elements 

have had a degree of success against IS during this reporting period. For example; on Jan 11, both the 25th and 

44th PMU Bdes started a clearance operation in the desert area of al-Hadhar district, 90km south of Mosul; the 

operations aim was to eliminate IS sleeper cells, PMF subsequently destroyed one hideout and seized one 

motorcycle.  On Jan 12, PMF seized an IS safe house containing 3000 fuses, 100 IEDs, 10 hand grenades, 11 

155mm projectiles, 13 explosive vests, 30 anti-tank rockets and quantities of explosives and ammunition, during 

an ongoing ISF operation. Several other ISF operations led to a number of arrests within the province. On Jan 15, 

four terrorists were arrested in an intelligence-led operation in the Tal al-Rumman village, Mosul district. A further 

two occurred on Jan 16, in the first, an IS jurist nicknamed as Abu Abdul Bari, was arrested in the Mansour district 

in western Mosul. Lastly, two suspected IS female militants in possession of suppressed weapons, were arrested 

in the old city of Mosul.  

Kirkuk province has experienced a quieter reporting period the recent. Several IS related events have occurred 

with relatively low complexity, involving SAF and IEDs, were IS gunmen have killed both ISF elements and civilians. 

For example; On Jan 12, in Sarai village, Riyadh sub-district of Hawija, an IED detonated against a federal police 

logistic vehicle, resulting in two IP killed and a further two injured. On Jan 10, in Al Jamal village, Rashad sub-

district of Hawija, IS gunmen broke into the house of a Sunni tribesmen commander and killed him. Meanwhile on 

Jan 15, IS gunmen killed two brothers (shepherds) near the village of Abu Zaidan in Wadi Zgaitoon, close to 

Riyadh, a sub-district of Hawija.  Again similar to the previous week, the majority of such events have happened 

within the Hawija locality.   Alternatively, the ISF have had several successes.  On Jan 11, federal police seized 

65 cached IEDs and 150 explosive charges during a search operation in the village of Mzirir in Hawija district. 

Whiles on Jan 12, an IS terrorist from Salah al-Din province, was arrested in an intelligence-led operation in the 

Kurdish-Majority district of al-Failaq in northern Kirkuk city, and in another successful ISF operation which involved 

elements of the 2nd special regiment in Kirkuk, a prominent IS member within the province was arrested on Jan 

16.  

Salah al-Din province appeared to be quieter than the week previous, however, a number of IS related engagement 

has occurred. For example, on Jan 10, two incidents occurred. The first, in Al Jazeera, west of Samarra, when IS 

attacked a PMF post with SAF, killing two PMF members. The second occurred, in Beir Ahmed village, Tuz 

Khurmatu, east of Tikrit, when an IED detonated against an Iraqi army dismounted patrol, resulting in one IA killed 

and one more wounded. Meanwhile, on Jan 11, in Samarra, IS gunmen ambushed a PMF (peace Brigade) vehicle 

in the outskirts on Samarra, killing four PMF members. Another report on Jan 09 which indicated an IS sniper 

present in the area occurred in Mutaibijah, east of Samarra, when an IS sniper(s) targeted an ISF thermal 

surveillance camera post, killing two ISF members and wounding one more, several cameras were also destroyed.  

Towards the later part of the reporting period, ISF operations had a number of successes. On Jan 15, an Iraqi 

airstrike killed six IS militants and destroyed one pickup truck, two boats, two hideouts and one five-meter-long 

underground tunnel system in Hawi al-Labwah, Shai lake in Hamrin region. Also on Jan 15, one ISF member was 

killed and a second wounded in an anti-IS operation launched in Hamrin region. Meanwhile, on Jan 16, a cache 

composed of several IEDs, 50 x projectiles, 5x rockets propelled grenades, 42x fuses was recovered alongside 

the arrest of 10 terrorist suspects in the Jazeera area and Mutassim sub-district, Samarra. Furthermore, On Jan 

16, the Security Media Cell released a statement saying that the Iraqi Air Force had successfully conducted an 
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airstrike using Iraqi F-16s, which led to the destruction of the Labwah camp inside the Wadi al-Shay valley within 

the Hamrin mountain range, killing several terrorist militants located at the camp. Meanwhile also on Jan 16, in a 

joint operation involving the operations and intelligence division of Samarra Operations Command and the 

reconnaissance element of 13th Federal Police Brigade, which resulted in the recovery of 24x IEDs, 50x projectiles 

and five RBG launchers, alongside the arrest of four terrorists.  

 

Similar to Salah al-Din province, IS in Diyala province have continued to enjoy a degree of freedom and the ability 

to conduct anti-ISF operations, however, not with the pace of earlier reporting periods. Several kinetic events were 

witnessed throughout the province. On Jan 10, in Adhaim, north of Baqubah, an IS sniper targeted an Iraqi army 

checkpoint, killing one IA soldier. On Jan 11, in Hamrin, north east of Baqubah, an IED detonated against a PMF 

patrol, wounding two PMF members. Meanwhile, on Jan 09, in Himreen, north east of Baqubah, armed clashes 

erupted between IS gunmen and PMF troops while conducting clearance operations, resulting in two PMF killed. 

On Jan 11, in Hamrin, north east of Baqubah, IS gunmen attacked a PMF position with SAF, killing one PMF 

member and wounding three others.  

 
Towards the later part of the reporting period, ISF conducted a number of successful operations, for example; an 

airstrike was conducted on Jan 15 by the Iraqi air force, in which several militants were killed, and an IS training 

camp was destroyed in the Hamrin mountains in Diyala province. Perhaps the most pertinent counter- IS event 

happen on Jan 16, when a suspected IS sniper was arrested in an operation in Mount Qala Qiz in Khanaqin district.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

In Anbar province during on the night of Jan 09, IS gunmen attacked the village of Sawsan Abada, north of the 

Waleed border crossing point with Syria in Qaim district and kidnapped three people before retreating towards the 

desert areas to the west.  Also on the 9th, in Rutbah district, south west of Ramadi, IS gunmen reportedly attacked 

an Iraqi Army barracks (NFDK) with SAF and HMG resulting in the deaths of six Iraqi soldiers and the wounding 

of a further four.  In a separate incident, but also in Rutbah district on Jan 11, IS gunmen kidnapped 2 x PMF 

members (Kataeb Hezbollah) in the desert region to the north of the town.  On Jan 12 in Kilo 160, east of al-

Rutbah, an IED detonated against an Iraqi army patrol killing one Iraqi Army soldier and injuring two more and four 

security force members were injured in an attack by suspected IS militants near the Al Waleed Border Crossing 

point.  It was further reported that the mayor of Rutbah district Emad al-Dulaimi announced that ISF had set up 

more than 60 checkpoints on the Iraq - Jordan highway (Route Mobile), to enhance security, following the 

extension of the hours of opening of Trebil border crossing point from 1700 to 2200 hrs.  

 

On Jan 15, an IS sleeper cell comprising of four members was arrested and a quantity of weapons and equipment 

seized in an operation carried by the Counter Terrorism Service (CTS) in Fallujah district.  The insurgents were 

reportedly planning to stage terror attacks in Baghdad and Anbar province. It was also reported that the CTS 

carried out another arrest operation on Jan 14, arresting a further three insurgents in Karma sub-district, north of 

Fallujah.  Finally, on Jan 16, an officer was killed, and six members of the border protection force were wounded 

when an explosives-rigged vehicle detonated on Hwy 22 (Arar-Nukhayb Road) in the Nukhaib area, south west of 
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Ramadi, close to the Saudi border.  The explosion killed the Intelligence officer of the 3rd Battalion of the 7th 

Brigade of the Border Enforcement, Major Mazin Jabbar Ayed al-Zarkani. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

18 Jan 2020   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [16] 
                       garda.com 

 

Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

In the City this week, a number of low-yield IEDs were reported to have detonated in a number of districts, linked 

to low-level criminality and intimidation.  On Jan 17, two civilians were reportedly wounded in the al-Ghadeer 

district, when a motorcycle-borne IED detonated, and in a separate incident, two civilians were injured when an 

explosive device detonated in the Hay al-Amal district of Baghdad city.  Additionally, another low-yield IED 

detonated in a market place in the Mishal area of east Baghdad city, injuring a woman and a man. This latest string 

of IED attacks followed a similar pattern on Jan 11, when four low-yield IEDs were reported to have detonated in 

the al-Amil area of West Rashid district injuring two civilians and a second detonated in the Baladiyat area of New 

Baghdad district injuring one civilian.  Also in New Baghdad, a third IED detonated near a market in the Mashtal 

area, injuring a  further two civilians, and another two civilians were wounded when an explosive-rigged motorcycle 

detonated in the Ghadeer area of New Baghdad district.   

 

Meanwhile, demonstration action has continued, with an uptick in associated violence this week. Protestors 

clashed with the ISF on Sinak Bridge in central Baghdad at around 2000hrs on Jan 17 with ISF reportedly using 

water cannons to repel the demonstrators resulting in a number of seriously injured.  There were also unconfirmed 

reports of at least two protestor deaths.  The ongoing incident follows a lull in protests since the end of 2019, which 

began on Oct 01, 2019 when demonstrators called for an end to rampant corruption and chronic unemployment, 

which then escalated into calls for a complete overhaul of the political system.  Other areas to see demonstration 
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activity this week included the University of Technology, and the Ministry of Higher Education in Rusafah, Mansour 

district, and Tahrir Square in Rusafah.  

 

As is the norm in Baghdad, a number of SAF incidents were recorded this week in Sha’ab, Rusafah, Hay al-Wahda 

in Karadah, the Shula area of Kadhamiya, New Baghdad, Mansour and East Rashid with unconfirmed reports 

indicating that on Jan 11, a senior figure within the PMF named as Talib al-Saadi was killed when unidentified 

gunmen riding in a pickup truck opened fire on him in the Sector 6 area of Sadr City in eastern Baghdad city.  Also 

on Jan 11, a kidnap victim was released, and her two captors were arrested in Mansour district and an activist / 

journalist reportedly survived an assassination attempt IVO Tahrir Square in Rusafa district. A Shia Militia group 

were allegedly involved in the attack.   

 

In the wider province, on Jan 09 in Tarmiya, north of Baghdad, an IED (booby-trap at a house) detonated against 

an ISF unit while conducting clearance operation resulting in the deaths of two Iraqi soldiers and the wounding of 

three more.  In addition on Jan 10 in Sheikh Hamad, also in Tarmiya, IS snipers reportedly targeted an Iraqi army 

dismounted patrol, killing two Iraqi soldiers and wounding one other.  Finally, on Jan 10 in Nadeem village, 

Mashahada, north of Baghdad, IS gunmen attacked an IA watchtower with hand grenades resulting in one Iraqi 

Army soldier being killed.   On Jan 13, unidentified gunmen carrying suppressed weapons shot and killed a civilian 

in Nahrawan, south east of Baghdad and a cache of explosives and munitions was found inside an orchard in 

Tarmiyah district.  Also in Tarmiyah on Jan 12, an ISF watchtower and a post of thermal surveillance cameras 

were destroyed by multiple IEDs (NFDK).   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In the southern provinces, continued protest action has been recorded in all of the main cities – again with some 

incidences of minor violence. These confrontations between security forces and protesters in Karbala and 

Nasiriyah usually a result of protesters conducting or attempting arson attacks against political and militia premises 

of predominantly Iranian-backed groups. Attacks against pro-protest leaders and “activists” continued to be 

reported this period with a number SAF incidents recorded – abductions too are a constant but, when released 

those taken are reluctant to identify the perpetrators.   In Basra, protest action endures and is mostly driven now 

by selfish self-gain and not the pro-reform/anti-government activity as previously witnessed. Tribal groups 

continued sit-ins near to the entrances to WQ 1 to demand employment and land allocations, these valid, as 

negotiations and representation had been made with the Basra Oil Company (BOC) and the field operators. 

However, protest action recorded at North Rumaila, more focussed on terms and conditions of employees and 

has become more sporadic while the protest group at the Navy Roundabout maintain their peaceful sit-in. The 

typical pattern of social violence, tribal dispute and criminal activity has continued this week. 

 

In Wasit province on the morning of Jan 13, clashes renewed between protesters and riot police in Kut city, as 

protesters closed a number of government offices and school buildings in compliance with strike action that was 

declared in the province three months ago. Protesters are still preventing institutes from resuming daily activities 

until their demands are met. 
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In Babel, on Jan 10, hundreds of people demonstrated IVO al-Thawra bridge in central Hillah city, raising banners 

stating, "Parliament does not represent me" and on Jan 12, protesters closed the 60 street and al-Thawra , Nadir 

and Bab al-Hussein bridges in central Hillah city and blocked Highway 8 / Route Jackson in Mahawil district with 

burning tyres.  On Jan 15, a journalist named as Mundhir al-Jabouri survived an assassination attempt when 

gunmen opened fire on him at an unspecified location in Babel province and hundreds of people demonstrated 

outside the private residence of the acting Babel governor Hassan Mandil in the 60 Street area in central Hillah 

city, demanding his resignation.  On Jan 16, an activist named as Ahmed Sadoon al-Murshidi was shot and killed 

near his house in the al-Muhandiseen district of Hillah city and during the evening, protestors once again blocked 

the al-Thawra bridge in central Hillah city with burning tyres. 

In Karbala on Jan 11, an unidentified gunman shot and killed a shopkeeper in the Qadisiyah district of Karbala city 

and on the morning of Jan 12, the spokesman for the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, Major General 

Abdul Karim Khalaf, stated that a number of criminal groups had targeted the main sit-in site IVO al-Tarbiyah 

square in central Karbala city, resulting in three protesters being wounded.  On Jan 11, clashes were also recorded 

IVO the provincial council building in Karbala city, with riot police firing tear gas canisters and stun grenades in 

response to being attacked with petrol bombs.  On the night of Jan 12, ten protesters were reportedly wounded in 

clashes with riot police in a failed attempt to storm the governorate building in the Baladiya district of Karbala city, 

the headquarters of Badr Organization (led by Hadi al-Ameri) was also reportedly set on fire by protesters 

elsewhere in the city.  Thousands of protestors reinforced sit-in protestors already in situ in Karbala’s Education 

Square under banners stating, "Parliament does not represent me".   

 

In Najaf on Jan 11, two people were killed, and two others were wounded when two armed men carrying assault 

rifles on a motorcycle, opened fire on them inside the Wadi al-Salam cemetery in Najaf. The incident is thought to 

be linked to a personal dispute.  Meanwhile, on Jan 10, hundreds of people demonstrated IVO Thawrat al-Ishrin 

bridge in central Najaf city, raising banners stating, "Parliament does not represent me".  Meanwhile, on the 

morning of Jan 12, protesters blocked the Najaf airport road and the al-Sadrein bridge in Najaf city, with burning 

tyres, as an escalated measure to meet their demands. Elsewhere in Najaf city, thousands of students 

demonstrated in support of the ongoing anti-government mass protests in Iraq southern region and closed the 

main gate of the Kufa university and prevented employees from reaching their workplace.  Finally it was also 

reported that on the night of Jan 09 in Najaf, protesters set a fire to the AAH office in the city. 

 

In Diwaniyah province hundreds of people demonstrated IVO al-Saa'a Square in central Diwaniyah city, 

demanding the nomination of a new prime minister and on Jan 09, protesters in Hamza district, south of Diwaniyah, 

blocked Hwy 8 / Route Jackson with burning tyres, over the same demands.  It was also reported that Route 

Evansville in Hamza district, south of Diwaniyah, was closed by protesters on Jan 12 after tyres were set ablaze 

and on Jan 14, protestors reportedly closed Hwy 1 (Route Tampa) for a number of hours. 

In Dhi Qar province 12 Jan 

 

In Dhi Qar province, and according to recent social media, protesters in Nasiriyah have provided the Iraqi 

government with an ultimatum; either the government comply with existing protester demands within seven days, 

or, alternatively face vital road closures that would be implemented by protesters and would seek to impact 

shipping and logistical operations. Meanwhile, the security media cell reported that on the night of Jan 13, 3 x 

60mm mortar rounds impacted in Nasiriyah city, without causing casualties. The first landed in the Euphrates 

River, the second hit the compound of the SWAT police force and the third landed near the cities museum.  Finally, 

on Jan 15, an inter-tribal conflict erupted between the clans of Albu Hamdan in Suq al-Shuyukh district, south of 

Nasiriyah and in a separate incident, unidentified gunman reportedly kidnapped a 14-year-old girl from outside the 

house of a member of Parliament in Shatra district, north of Nasiriyah. (NFDK).   

 

In Maysan on the morning of Jan 13, dozens of temporary employees gathered outside the Health Directorate in 

Amarah city, to demand permanent employment, and in Muthanna province, on Jan 12, a number of engineering 

graduates demonstrated outside the oil refinery south of Samawah, demanding job opportunities. The main roads 

in Samawah city were closed by protesters and an unspecified number of students demonstrated outside the 
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Education Directorate in Samawah and also closed the main gate of the Muthanna University in Samawah city for 

two days between 14 and 15 January, in order to enforce strike action and prevent students from attending classes. 

 

Finally, in Basra, protest action around DS6 on the West Qurna 1 oil concession resumed as at 0800hrs on Jan 

12 with reports of 70 x pax at main entrances (G1 & G4) to DS6C who had positioned vehicles on the main road 

to DS6, restricting flow of traffic.  The protest group at the Navy Roundabout have maintained their peaceful sit-in 

throughout this week.  During the evening of Jan 11 a number of protestors left the area to march to the home of 

the Tigris satellite channel reporter, Ahmed ‘Abd al-Samad, who was murdered on Jan 10 by unknown individuals, 

as a mark of respect. On Jan 11, the house of a member of the civil defence force in the Hussein district in Basra 

city was reportedly subjected to a SAF attack, although no casualties were reported with only material damage 

sustained.  On Jan 12, protesters reportedly closed the main gate of the Al-Faw crude oil tank farm, south of Basra.  

On the night of Jan 12, and after a break of several days, protesters again set fire to tyres on Tajari Street 

preventing the passage of vehicles, citing the expiry of the deadline for revealing the identity of the killers of the 

two journalists murdered in Hakimiyyah on Jan 10 and on Jan 13, a number of students closed the main gate of 

Basra University in Bab al-Zubair area of central Basra, and set up several tents in the vicinity, in compliance with 

the general strike action was declared in the southern provinces.  Also on the morning of Jan 13, hundreds of 

school students staged a protest march in Jubaila area of Basra city towards the main sit-in site at the Navy 

Roundabout, over recent attempts to resume daily activities at teaching institutes and recent assassinations 

against journalists and activists.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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