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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 The operational progress of the Mosul operation remains slow as ISF attempts to push IS deeper into Mosul 

city from three axes.  CTS forces spearhead operations from the east while Federal Police units lead 

operations from the south however both operations appear to have stalled in the face of IS asymmetric 

operations. Activity in the northern areas where the 9
th
 division attempts to push south has also been slow.   

The advent of winter, combat fatigue and poor coordination is likely to further slow operational progress, 

raising the outlook for a prolonged operation to capture the city, the timeframe of which is likely to exceed 

expectations.  Meanwhile, PMU operations are likely to continue in and around Tal Afar, west of the city, in an 

effort to recapture the town from IS.  In response, IS is likely to rely on asymmetric attacks to halt ISF 

advances 

 

 As the Mosul operation continues, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas across 

Iraq including Baghdad, Samarra, Diyala and the southern provinces, as IS retains intent to stoke sectarian 

tensions and force a redeployment of ISF resources away from Mosul.  This is underlined by recent VBIED 

attacks in Shia-dominated areas of Baghdad City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in eastern 

Baghdad.  An increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern Anbar, in particular the cities of Ramadi and 

Fallujah, as evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.   

 
 The security footprint and other local factors in the south, particularly in Baghdad, will severely constrain IS 

ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north and the west of the country, though the 

threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains unaltered. There may be an increased level of ISF 

deliberate actions to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, especially in 

the northern areas of Baghdad province 

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas currently under IS 

control, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk 

 
 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS 

 
 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraqi MP states protests will be forthcoming to call for electoral reform 
 

MP for the Sadrist Ahrar party, Mazen Mezni has stated that “the coming days” would see “million man 

demonstrations” in Baghdad and other provinces throughout Iraq to demand “rejection of the Independent 

Electoral Commission and to call for the reform of the electoral system".  Mezni said, that "the coming days will 

see the emergence of more protests which could reach millions of sit-ins and demonstrations in various 

provinces”.  COMMENT:  ‘The statement comes following Muqtada Al-Sadr’s call for electoral reform in order to 

address perceived irregularities in the voting process Iraq-wide.  On 10 January, al-Sadr submitted a ‘reform 

plan’ to Parliament demanding a complete overhaul of Iraq’s election law. He presented a 25 point proviso; one 

aspect was that the elections should take place under strict international monitoring by ’neutral countries’.  He 

also added that candidates should at minimum have a Bachelor’s degree, and that a two-term limit should be 

imposed for each.  The statement by Mezni is a sign that Sadr is considering again using the ‘Street’ to reinforce 

this, although given press attention on the ongoing Mosul offensive, he will have to choose the timings of any 

possible demonstration carefully in order to achieve maximum publicity, but also not to have a detrimental effect 

on the ongoing offensive in Nineveh.’  COMMENT ENDS. 

Rumours of deepening divide between Al-Abadi and Al-Maliki 
 

Political disputes are deepening between the Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and Nouri al-Maliki, Iraqi Vice 

President and leader of the Islamic Dawa Party according to MP Arafat Karam.  “The disagreements are over a 

new political bid by Maliki who aims to dismiss some ministers from Abadi’s cabinet”.  He also stated that MPs 

affiliated with Maliki, are now trying to vote on withdrawing the confidence from those ministers whose 

administrative performance has been noticeable.  “The topic will be discussed during a parliamentary session 

next week,” Arafat stated.  The MP explained that the bid is the result of growing conflicts between the two 

Shi’ite leaders, as Maliki works to degrade Abadi’s cabinet when it is already suffering from challenges brought 

by the vacant positions in government.  Arafat also speculated that Abadi may hand some of the ministerial 

positions to members of the Sadrist Movement to balance the power struggle with Al-Maliki’s Dawa 

Party.  COMMENT: ‘Political parties within the House of Representatives will continue in their attempts to 

impeach rival party ministers in order to consolidate and strengthen their own positions under the guise of 

‘tackling corruption’.  As well as pro-Maliki’s alleged involvement in the Defence and Finance Minister’s 

resignations last year, recent reporting suggests that Sadrist MPs are planning to present a motion to question 

the Heath, Education and Agriculture Ministers over corruption allegations when Parliament resumes this week.’ 

COMMENT ENDS. 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 
Iraqi MP states protests will be forthcoming to call for electoral reform 

MP for the Sadrist Ahrar party, Mazen Mezni has stated that “the coming days” would see “million man 

demonstrations” in Baghdad and other provinces throughout Iraq to demand “rejection of the Independent 

Electoral Commission and to call for the reform of the electoral system".  Mezni said, that "the coming days will 

see the emergence of more protests which could reach millions of sit-ins and demonstrations in various 

provinces”.  COMMENT:  The statement comes following Muqtada Al-Sadr’s call for electoral reform in order to 

address perceived irregularities in the voting process Iraq-wide.  On 10 January, al-Sadr submitted a ‘reform 

plan’ to Parliament demanding a complete overhaul of Iraq’s election law. He presented a 25 point proviso; one 

aspect was that the elections should take place under strict international monitoring by ’neutral countries’.  He 

also added that candidates should at minimum have a Bachelor’s degree, and that a two-term limit should be 

imposed for each.  The statement by Mezni is a sign that Sadr is considering again using the ‘Street’ to reinforce 

this, although given press attention on the ongoing Mosul offensive, he will have to choose the timings of any 

possible demonstration carefully in order to achieve maximum publicity, but also not to have a detrimental effect 

on the ongoing offensive in Nineveh.  COMMENT ENDS.  

 
Unconfirmed reports suggest General Irij Masjidi to be new Iranian Ambassador to Iraq 

An Iranian news site has stated that it is Teheran's intention to appoint General Irij Masjidi as the new 

ambassador to Baghdad.  General Masjidi will replace Hassan Dana'i Fer as new Iranian ambassador to 

Baghdad.  It was reported that General Masjidi is currently working as senior advisor to Qassim Sulaimani, 

Commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard.   

 
Parliament holds first session of the third legislative year 

The Iraqi parliament's first session of the third legislative year that was presided over by Parliament Speaker 

Salim al-Juburi and attended by 257 MPs on 10 January. During the session, the parliament completed the first 

reading of three draft laws before adjourning its session until on 12 January. A 35-clause project was put forward 

by Sadrist Movement leader Muqtada al-Sadr to reform the upcoming elections, and Parliament also received 

the first amendment to the General Amnesty Law from the government, and also a new draft provincial council 

election law, although details of these were not made public.  

Rumours of deepening divide between Al-Abadi and Al-Maliki 
Political disputes are deepening between the Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and Nouri al-Maliki, Iraqi Vice 

President and leader of the Islamic Dawa Party according to MP Arafat Karam.  “The disagreements are over a 

new political bid by Maliki who aims to dismiss some ministers from Abadi’s cabinet”.  He also stated that MPs 

affiliated with Maliki, are now trying to vote on withdrawing the confidence from those ministers whose 

administrative performance has been noticeable.  “The topic will be discussed during a parliamentary session 

next week,” Arafat stated.  The MP explained that the bid is the result of growing conflicts between the two 

Shi’ite leaders, as Maliki works to degrade Abadi’s cabinet when it is already suffering from challenges brought 

by the vacant positions in government.  Arafat also speculated that Abadi may hand some of the ministerial 

positions to members of the Sadrist Movement to balance the power struggle with Al-Maliki’s Dawa 

Party.  COMMENT: ‘Political parties within the House of Representatives will continue in their attempts to 

impeach rival party ministers in order to consolidate and strengthen their own positions under the guise of 

‘tackling corruption’.  As well as pro-Maliki’s alleged involvement in the Defence and Finance Minister’s 

resignations last year, recent reporting suggests that Sadrist MPs are planning to present a motion to question 

the Heath, Education and Agriculture Ministers over corruption allegations when Parliament resumes this week.’ 

COMMENT ENDS. 
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Security 
 

Prime Minister al-Abadi says “significant progress” achieved in Mosul 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, during a news conference on 11 January, stated that the Iraqi security forces 

have achieved significant progress in Mosul in the past few days, adding that the destruction of bridges by IS will 

not prevent security forces from liberating the city.  Al-Abadi also stated that the Hawija liberation operation will 

be launched soon and said that the security forces have foiled a large number of terrorist plots in Baghdad.  Al-

Abadi also played down the significance of recent reports warning of the possible collapse of Mosul Dam, adding 

that the Italian company in charge of the dam's maintenance has repaired the dam's lower gateway.   Earlier in 

the week, Al-Abadi had also stated that IS was "collapsing" and incurring "big losses" in Mosul.  He said that IS's 

destruction of bridges in the city "will not prevent us from liberating the city", and pointed out that a fresh military 

operation will be launched soon to "liberate" Hawija district in Kirkuk Province, from IS.  He stated that "Daesh is 

collapsing in Hawija. The operation to liberate the district will be launched soon".  He also said that the recent car 

bomb attacks in Baghdad were a reaction by IS to the "destructive strike it has experienced in 

Mosul".  COMMENT:  ‘Evidence that the complex attacks on Kirkuk in October last year were launched from IS-

held Hawija has given impetus to a possible ISF offensive in the area.  The governor of Kirkuk has recently 

called on the government to launch an operation to clear the enclave, which would negate a substantial amount 

of the threat to Kirkuk city itself.’  COMMENT ENDS.  

 

IS cuts water supply to recaptured districts of Mosul 

IS have reportedly cut water supplies from 30 districts in the eastern section of Mosul, according to a municipal 

official.  Hossam al-Abbar, a member of Nineveh province council, said in press statements that water plants 

feeding eastern and western Mosul were still under IS control, and that the insurgents had stopped water pumps, 

cutting water supplies to 30 neighbourhoods that had been retaken by security forces. “There are ten other 

districts where the water supply continues, but intermittently,” Abbar added. He urged the government to 

disburse the province’s budget so as to run potable water tanks.  

 

Continued influx of refugees from Mosul  
Thousands of residents fled from eastern Mosul neighbourhoods on Jan 5 as the ISF continued the second 

phase of its offensive against IS in the city.  The refugees were reportedly from the neighbourhoods of Somar, 

Wahda and Mithaq and had boarded buses near Bartella town which were taking them to nearby IDP 

camps.  COMMENT: ‘According to UN figures, more than 125,000 people have been displaced from the city out 

of a population of roughly 1.5 million. The numbers have increased by nearly 50 per cent to 2,300 daily from 

1,600 over the past few days according to UNHCR.  The humanitarian situation in Mosul was reportedly "dire", 

with food stockpiles dwindling and the price of goods spiralling, boreholes drying up or turning brackish from 

over-use and camps and emergency sites to the south and east reaching maximum capacity.  According to 

reports, most of the fleeing civilians are from the eastern districts but people from the besieged west, still under 

IS control, are increasingly attempting to escape, scaling destroyed bridges and crossing the Tigris by boats and 

rafts.’  COMMENT ENDS. 

 
IS leader issues pardon for jailed IS members 
It has been reported that in order to reinforce "the weakened lines” of IS militants in their fight against the ISF, IS 

leader Abu Bakir al-Baghdadi has issues a pardon for detained IS members, according to Iraqi media.  Citing 

informed Iraqi army sources, the reports indicated the pardon is only for the detained IS members in the city of 

Mosul and the town of Tal Afar.  Since the onset of the major operation to liberate Mosul on October 17, 2016, 

hundreds of IS members have been killed which has had a degrading effect on insurgent strength in the 

city.  According to a number of captured IS documents, IS have said that their forces are under siege and are 

suffering from a severe lack of food and supplies.  The food shortage combined with a decline in manpower had 

forced the IS rank and file to report to Baghdadi that they cannot continue to combat ISF under these conditions.   
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Turkey and Iraq to take measures against PKK ‘without delay’ 

Turkey and Iraq will coordinate and take measures without delay against the outlawed Kurdistan Workers' 

Party's (PKK) presence on Iraqi soil, Prime Minister Binali Yildirim has said, while reiterating that Ankara would 

take necessary action to remove the PKK from Sinjar if Iraq and the Peshmerga do not.  "The PKK's presence in 

Sinjar province is a matter of national security for Turkey. We have discussed this issue at length. Either the Iraq 

and Peshmerga forces will remove the PKK from there or Turkey will do whatever is necessary," he told press on 

January 8.  The statement came during Yildirim’s visit to Iraq on 7 and 8 of January.  COMMENT:  ‘During a 

meeting between PM al-Abadi and the Turkish PM, al-Abadi had underlined that Iraqi soil would not be used by 

terrorist organizations against Turkey and vowed to fight jointly against the PKK's presence in the Sinjar province 

of Iraq.’  COMMENT ENDS.  Yildirim also stated that Defence Minister Fikri Isik, Health Minister Recep Akdag 

and Energy Minister Berat Albayrak had paid a visit to Bashiqa camp in northern Nineveh province in order to 

meet Turkish troops and their commanders. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Yildirim had also reportedly 

talked with Turkish troops and their commanders by phone.   

 
Protests continue in Tahrir Square, Baghdad over security situation 

Iraqis have continued to demonstrate in Tahrir Square in central Baghdad in protest against the deteriorating 

security situation in the capital.  Protesters reiterated their demand for bringing politicians and "corrupt" security 

officials to account and improve security that they say has deteriorated due to repeated attacks, kidnaps, robbery 

and crime.  The protestors are reportedly staging a ‘sit-in’ protest on the square itself. 

 

Members of the PMF indicted on various criminal charges  

The President of Iraq's Central Criminal Court (CCC) has stated that dozens of fighters of the Popular 

Mobilisation Forces (PMF) have been indicted in a range of crimes, including murder and kidnap.  Judge Majed 

al-Araji said that the CCC found 47 PMF members guilty of murder, kidnap and possession of arms.  Araji added 

that the defendants were handed down sentences, ranging from death and life sentences to 15-year jail terms.  

COMMENT: Although relatively small in number, there is a danger that the decision to sentence some members 

of the Shia militias may create anger among supporters of the various factions within the PMF, certainly given 

that a large number of the civilian population continue to give unwavering support to the militias, to the extent 

that calls were made last week in some quarters for the PMUs to be given responsibility for the security of 

Baghdad following the multiple VBIED attacks in the city on January 2.  COMMENT ENDS. 

 

PMU leader calls for the securing of Diyala Province 

On January 07, the Popular Mobilisation Council [PMC] held an extended conference in Diyala according to 

reports. The conference was attended by government, political, and religious key figures. Sadiq al-Husayni, 

leading Badr Organisation figure and chairman of the Diyala Provincial Council's security committee, said: "The 

PMC organised an extended conference in the conference hall at the Faculty of Engineering, University of 

Diyala. The conference was entitled 'PMC -- Life Makers' and was attended by government, political, religious, 

and PMC leading figures".  The Badr Organisation Secretary General Hadi al-Amiri sent a statement that was 

read out by his representative during the conference. The statement highlighted three main axes for boosting the 

future of Diyala, namely maintaining the post-2014 security accomplishments, which were achieved by the 

security forces in cooperation with the PMC, safeguarding social peace and order, and supporting the families of 

martyrs, the wounded, and the displaced".  COMMENT:  ‘The conference comes in response to a recent 

increase in terrorist-related incidents which coupled with the continuation of low-level localised violence has led 

to renewed calls from the local population for improvements in the security situation.  This has put further 

pressure on the Badr Organisation which remains very influential in Diyala and is eager to retain political power 

in the province. In a previous meeting with the Tigris Operation Command and the PMC commander in Diyala on 

1 Jan, Al-Amiri highlighted the need to stay on high alert, maintain vigilance against sleeper cells, and to cement 

the defence lines of the governorate.  Diyala has a direct impact on the security of Baghdad, and although IS in 

the province are dispersed into smaller cells rather than formed units such as those seen in Nineveh, a large 

number of VBIED and SVEST attacks in the capital are known to have been planned in Diyala, with the province 

used as a staging area for attacks in Baghdad city itself.’  COMMENT ENDS. 
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MPs vote in favour of reinstatement of ISF sacked following 2014 losses to IS 

MPs in the Iraqi Parliament have overwhelmingly voted in favour of a motion to reinstate those dismissed from 

the ministries of defence and interior after the fall of Mosul in 2014.  A large number of personnel from the army, 

police and security institutions – some of whom resigned, absconded or had their contracts terminated - will be 

offered their jobs back according to the MPs.   MP Zana Rostay stated that “The Iraqi Council of Ministers 

decided to repatriate those whose contracts were terminated from ministries of defence and interior since 

2014”.  COMMENT: ‘After the fall of Iraq's second largest city of Mosul to IS in June 2014, some Iraq 

commanders and officers were dismissed for negligence. There has never been official accounting for how 

Mosul was lost, or of who gave the order to abandon the fight as IS swept across the Syrian border in 2014, 

taking Mosul from the ISF and declaring a modern "caliphate".   COMMENT ENDS.   

 

PMUs call for lawsuit against Amnesty International over accusations of human rights violations 

MP Ahmad al-Asadi, spokesman for the Popular Mobilization Commission (PMC), has called on the Foreign 

Ministry to file a lawsuit against International Amnesty for trying to “defame the Popular Mobilization Forces, 

PMF”. He stated that the PMF was now part of the Iraqi Armed Forces and accused.   Amnesty International of 

“trying to cover up for IS's crimes against the Iraqi people”.  

Foreign Affairs 
 

Ba’shiqah: Still no solid agreement despite Turkish and Iraqi PM meeting this week 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has stated that relations with Turkey will not see progress until Ankara withdraws 

its forces from Ba’shiqah, north of Mosul.  Abadi made the remarks in his weekly news conference.  He also 

stated that Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim had “promised him to settle the issue”.  "Iraq's sovereignty is 

non-negotiable and this land [i.e. Bashiqa] lies in the depth of the Iraqi territory. We insisted on our demand for 

the Turkish withdrawal from the Iraqi territory," Abadi said.  "Relations between the two countries cannot move a 

step forward without withdrawal from the Iraqi territory," he said, adding that "Baghdad is waiting for a positive 

reply from neighbouring Turkey that it does not accept the presence of its forces in Iraq." 

 
Iraq and Turkey agree to construct connecting oil pipeline  

Iraq and Turkey have come to an agreement to construct an oil pipeline between the two countries after the 

liberation of Mosul according to Iraqi Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi in a statement on January 7. Following a 

meeting with his Turkish counterpart Binali Yildirim, Abadi announced at a joint press conference that the oil 

pipeline would be opened after an agreement was signed between Turkey and Iraq. “After the Mosul liberation 

we will open an oil pipeline with Turkey, and this will be according to an agreement to be signed between the two 

countries” Abadi said. Following the meeting between the two, Abadi had also said that an agreement had been 

reached with Turkey over an Iraqi government demand that Turkish forces withdraw from Bashiqa Camp in 

Nineveh province, however a communique issued after the meeting said that Yildirim had not referred to any 

such deal, although both sides had agreed that Bashiqa was an “Iraqi owned camp”. 

 

Jordan’s Prime Minister arrives in Baghdad on official visit  

Jordan's Prime Minister Hani al-Mulki arrived in Baghdad on an official visit on January 9 where he met Prime 

Minister al-Abadi in order to discuss bilateral relations between the two countries and development. During the 

meeting Mulki reiterated his support for Iraq’s war on IS, saying the insurgents had strategic ramifications for 

Jordan.  He also said that among subjects agreed was the construction of an oil pipeline from Iraq to 

Jordan.  COMMENT: ‘The proposed oil export pipeline from Iraq to Jordan has been mooted over recent months, 

however, it is assessed that the project will not be started until Anbar province, and, in particular, the western 

border town of Rutbah are free from IS probing attacks.  Although Rutbah is in ISF hands, Islamic state launched 

a counter attack on the town in October last year, demonstrating that the area is still not secure, and is not a 

permissive environment for major construction work to be undertaken.’  COMMENT ENDS. 
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Economy 
 

Iraqi MOI announce oil exports have reached 3.51 million barrels per day 

The Iraqi Ministry of Oil announced on January 9 that oil exports from the country’s southern ports have reached 

3.51 million barrels per day (bpd) last month.  Iraq’s Oil Minister Jabar Ali al-Luaibi said in a statement that the 

country’s oil exports have progressed following plans put in place by the ministry and the efforts of the national 

oil company.  Up to 3,510,000 million barrels a day have been exported through southern ports in the country, 

the statement read. “That’s the highest level of oil exports in the oil fields of middle and southern Iraq”.   In 

November, the Iraqi oil ministry exported 3,240,000 million barrels of oil per day to the international oil 

markets.  According to al-Luaibi, the increase in the rate would not affect the decision of the Iraqi government to 

cut output, and the country remains committed to an agreement thrashed out previously with the Organization of 

the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).  COMMENT:  ‘OPEC’s second-biggest country regarding oil 

production after Saudi Arabia, Iraq agreed to decrease output by around 200,000 barrels per day as part of the 

OPEC deal to curtail production. OPEC met on November 30 in Vienna to discuss the terms of a potential deal 

to cut production in an effort to increase prices, which have fallen by more than half since 2014.’ COMMENT 

ENDS.   

 
Iraq to export one million barrels of oil per day to Egypt 

Iraq will start exporting to Egypt one million barrels of oil monthly within few days in line with an agreement 

signed between the two states according to the Iraqi ambassador in Cairo.  Ambassador Habib al Sadr said the 

amount of oil could later on be increased.  Sadr also commended Egypt's support for Iraq at “Arab and 

international levels” and its contribution to the war against terror.  He also said that there are Iraqi cities that have 

been almost totally destroyed after IS were expelling, and urged Egyptian companies and workers to contribute 

to rebuilding these cities.  He noted that an Egyptian delegation visited Iraq two months ago in order to pass on 

Egypt's expertise and to train Iraqis in the field of restoring factories and facilities. 

Japan announces 24 billion dollar aid package to Syria and Iraq 
Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida announced a planned aid package worth 24 billion dollars for Syria, 

Iraq and neighbouring countries on Jan 06 according to press reports.  Japanese ministers, including Kishida, 

held a meeting with the French minister for foreign affairs and the minister of defence in Paris for the third 

session of a political-military dialogue between the two countries. The ministers also highlighted the need to 

augment the international community's efforts to combat terrorist threats, specifically by IS and al-Qaeda.  

 
Iranian delegation in Iraq to discuss electricity supply to Iraq 

An Iranian delegation has travelled to Iraq in order to extend the electricity sale contract.  Managing Director of 

Iran's Power Generation, Distribution and Transfer Company (TAVANIR) Arash Kordi stated that Iranian exports 

to Iraq were brought to a stop due to the “expiry of the contract and resumption of the process would require a 

new amendment to the contract”.  A new agreement to be negotiated during the meetings will be modified in 

“accordance with current circumstances and the changes in currency prices among other major 

issues”.  COMMENT:  ‘Reporting on 02 Jan suggested that Iran had stopped supplying Wasit Province with 

Electricity with the Energy Committee in Wasit province stating that Iran had halted electricity supplies to the 

province due to “accumulated debt”.  COMMENT ENDS. 

  



    

    
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld                                                     [12]                                             garda.com/ips 
 

 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces 

 

 

 
 
Mosul Operation Update 

ISF have continued to make steady gains this week following what was reported as a possible operational pause 

in the week preceding.  National and international media this week have reported ISF’s recapture of Nineveh 

provincial offices and other government buildings, their partial recapture of Mosul’s university campus, and IS’ 

successful effort to put the Al-Hurriyah bridge beyond repair following its reported capture by ISF. COMMENT: 

‘US military sources have been quoted as saying that the loss of the university campus would be a totemic blow 

to IS, all but signaling their effective removal from the east bank. While IS will almost certainly continue to mount 

a spirited defence of the university and the remaining neighbourhoods in the east, the loss of the campus will 

deny them facilities used to build IED and chemical weapons, as well as treat wounded fighters.’ COMMENT 

ENDS. As many as five neighbourhoods were reported captured by ISF, though with one analyst noting that one 

had been ‘captured’ for the third time. Messaging from ISF has been bullish, with a Federal Police spokesman 

telling press that the entire east bank would soon be under ISF’s control. Some media reports have also 

highlighted tensions within the group. IS is nonetheless continuing to attack and cause ISF and civilian 

casualties. A combination of deliberate IS bombardments and collateral damage from ISF and Coalition strikes 

has continued to cause civilian casualties, and as many as 6,500 to flee in the course of the week. 
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To the west of the city, reporting has stated that that the Iraqi Army has still not moved on Tal Afar, with PMU 

continuing to maintain its cordon of the town and clearing outlying villages. 

Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

Outside of Mosul, reporting in the north has been characterized by activity in and around the Hawija enclave 

south west of Kirkuk on the eastern boundary of Salah ah-Din province. Several reports have highlighted 

continued civilian flight from the enclave, with as many as 370 understood to have reached Kirkuk (though it is 

not clear over what time period) and IS reprisals against others attempting to leave. One report has stated that a 

mother and four children were burned alive while attempting to leave Hawija on the south west road from Riyadh 

in the south of the district. Another has stated that 60 people were arrested by IS for attempting to leave.  

 

IS for their part have continued to project themselves onto security force positions on the fringes of the enclave 

and in neighbouring Salah ah-Din province, with multiple attacks involving technical vehicles reported by ISF 

around Baiji in the north and Zerga in the south east. Two separate single-source reports this week have also 

pointed to IS efforts to infiltrate into refugee camps along with crowds of IDPs. COMMENT: While IS have been 

consistently reported to exacting harsh punishments on those attempting to leave Mosul and Hawija, this 

highlights the utility of IDPs in moving fighters and cell members into areas under GoI/KRG control. COMMENT 

ENDS.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 
 

IS have made their presence felt across Anbar this week, with a string of asymmetric attacks reported around the 

province, as well as several successful ISF efforts to disrupt others. 

In Fallujah, two cars carrying explosives were stopped and the drivers detained. An IS member was also 

reported to have been caught laying a device close to the residence of an ISF member. A static VBIED 

detonated close to the residence of a police battalion commander, though casualty figures have not been 

reported.  ISF have also reported the seizure of a VBIED and the arrest of the driver in eastern Ramadi, and two 

IED cache finds during operations in and around the provincial capital. 

To the west, IS were reported to have conducted a shooting attack on an ISF checkpoint, killing one police man 

and wounding four. Two policemen were also reported to have been kidnapped by IS. 

North west of Ramadi, in the Euphrates River Valley, ISF and coalition airstrikes have hit targets in Qaim, Rawah 

and Anah. ISF have also been conducting clearance operations west of Haditha and have declared control of 

several villages previously held by IS. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 
 

In this period 14 IED attacks were reported across the city. In keeping with long-standing trends, almost all 

appear to be Sunni insurgents targeting high traffic locales in majority Shia areas. The most significant attack 

saw eight killed and twenty wounded in an SVEST attack on local markets in New Baghdad.  

 

The city has seen a normal level of violent crime reported, with 10 incidents of bodies being discovered bearing 

gunshot wounds to head or chest, or even signs of torture. These are thought to be related to criminality or 

personal or tribal disputes, though the Sunni insurgency cannot be ruled out. The journalist Afrah Shawki 

kidnapped on December 26 has been released unharmed, as have two other abductees taken in separate 

incidents.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 
 

 
In-line with longstanding trends, incidents in the outlying province were largely restricted to IED attacks on ISF 

partrols and local markets in Shia areas such as Madain and Yusifiyah in the south, Nahrawan in the east and 

Taji in the north. One targeted attack with a UVIED also resulted in the death of a government official in Abu 

Ghraib in the west of the province. Two bodies were found in separate incidents in Sabaa al-Bour in the north. 

An ISF member was also killed in a sharpshooting attack in Sadr-al Yusifiyah to in the south west. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
 
 

No significant security developments were noted in Basra this week. ISF made several arrests around the city, 

with several linked to narcotics, including that of a policeman. Family and tribal disputes saw three separate 

shooting incidents in the city, with one resulting in three deaths and the others seeing casualties with gunshot 

wounds. To the north, in Qurna, another tribal dispute resulted in the death of an ISF member when a security 

patrol was sent to intervene. 

 

Also in Qurna, a grenade attack on a policeman’s residence was reported, and a very-low yield IED with ball-

bearings was reported to have targeted a teacher in Thaqir, north of Qurna. A targeted attack on the residence 

of another unidentified individual was also reported in Um Qasr in the south of Basra province. 

 

Elsewhere in the south, reporting was characterized by low-level organized demonstrations regarding various 

elements of public life, including calls for government reforms, and the reinstatement of welfare payments to 

disabled citizens. A 12-year old boy was reported as kidnapped, but was released unharmed in Nassiriyah, Dhi 

Qar province.  

 

Unusually, two ‘violent’ incidents were also reported in Diwaniyah city, Diwaniyah province, likely linked to 

personal disputes; the home of a former police commander was shot at with SAF, and a stun grenade was 

thrown into a house in the west of the city. No casualties resulted from either attack. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.RAM@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact: 
Daniel Menard Senior Vice President, Operations daniel.menard@garda.com  
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
 
 

mailto:informationops@garda.com
mailto:iraq.RAM@garda.com
mailto:daniel.menard@garda.com
mailto:gwinfo@garda.com


    

    
 

 

Middle East 
International Protective Services Headquarters 
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House  
DIFC, PO Box 482069  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
United States 
1101 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 1725 
Arlington, VA, 22209 
United States 
 
UK 
5

th
 Floor 

1, London Bridge 
London 
SE1 9BG 
 
Europe 
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
 
 
garda.com/ips 

 


