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Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment 

as at the date of the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report 

have been formed in good faith on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no 

representation or warranty, express or implied, is made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts 

no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is 

advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In 

particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 As the Mosul operation continues, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas across 

Iraq including Baghdad, Samarra, Diyala and the southern provinces, as IS retains intent to stoke sectarian 

tensions and force a redeployment of ISF resources away from Mosul.  This is underlined by recent VBIED 

attacks in Shia-dominated areas of Baghdad City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in eastern 

Baghdad.  An increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern Anbar, in particular the cities of Ramadi and 

Fallujah, as evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.   

 
 The security footprint and other local factors in the south, particularly in Baghdad, will severely constrain IS 

ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north and the west of the country, though the 

threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains unaltered. There may be an increased level of ISF 

deliberate actions to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, especially in 

the northern areas of Baghdad province. 

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas currently under IS 

control, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. 

 
 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

No reciprocal measures over US travel ban, despite parliamentary vote 
 

Iraqi MPs voted on January 30 to call on the government to enact a reciprocal travel ban on US citizens if 

Washington does not withdraw its recent decision to bar the entry of Iraqis to the US.  The call came in response 

to President Donald Trump's January 27 executive order barring citizens of Iraq, Iran, Syria, Sudan, Somalia, 

Libya and Yemen from entering the US for at least 90 days, a move he billed as an effort to keep the US safe 

from ‘radical terrorists’. The parliamentary vote came a day after its foreign affairs committee made a similar call 

for Iraq to respond to the US measure.  The vote which was passed by majority called on the Iraqi government to 

‘respond in kind’ to the US, in the event that the US does not rescind its decision over the entry ban.  Hashed Al 

Shaabi (PMU), the paramilitary umbrella organisation that includes Iran-backed Shiite militias had also called for 

US citizens to be banned from the country.  The travel restrictions also drew significant condemnation from 

populist Shiite cleric Moqtada Al Sadr, who called on the US to remove its nationals from Iraqi soil.   

 

During his weekly news conference on January 31, Iraqi Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi said that Baghdad would 

not take ‘reciprocal measures’ against the recent US banning order against Iraqi citizens, issued by President 

Trump. Abadi stated that he did not want to harm US citizens in the country by applying reciprocal measures, for 

the time being.  Abadi however said that at a time when the US should be thanking Iraqis for their sacrifices in 

fighting terror, they have instead insulted them.  He also stated that the Iraqi government was studying several 

options to respond to the US decision and is also making contacts with the US officials in hope that the ban 

would be reversed.  Abadi also pointed out that a number of large US companies have interests in Iraq and are 

investing billions of US dollars in oil and services sectors, which Abadi hoped would continue in accordance with 

the US-Iraqi strategic agreement. 

 

According to subsequent media reports, the US Ambassador to Iraq has informed the Iraqi government that 

diplomats, politicians and businessmen will be except from the US travel ban.  According to the report, Salman 

al-Jumaily, the Iraqi Minister of Planning had discussed the issue with the US ambassador in Baghdad, covering 

the implications of the ban and how it would affect the Iraqi-US ties.  In a separate report, on February 2 the US 

Embassy in Baghdad announced that the US administration had amended the temporary travel ban to allow Iraqi 

interpreters who have worked with the US government and military into the country.  The exemption only covers 

those with Iraqi Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) which have already been granted.  The statement did however add 

that the US Embassy in Baghdad will continue to process and issue SIVs to applicants who meet the qualifying 

criteria.  COMMENT:  ‘The reports that diplomats, politicians and businessmen will be except from the US travel 

ban remains unconfirmed at present.  The statement regarding Iraqi SIV’s was issued through the US Embassy 

in Baghdad.’  COMMENT ENDS. 
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THREAT MAP 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Mosul Update 
 

This period has been characterised by IS and ISF preparation for the next phase of the Mosul operation, and the 

resumption of PMU clearance operations, west and north of the Tal Afar-Sinjar road, approximately 50km west of 

Mosul. 

 

Continual strikes around Mosul and Tal Afar have targeted IS equipment and positions. Leaflet drops have also 

signalled ISF intent to the local population ahead of operations to retake the west of Mosul. Military engineers 

are also understood to be preparing the near shore of the Tigris for a bridging operation. There has been limited 

reporting from the south which had led to speculation that any initial push into the west of the city will come from 

this direction, possibly in conjunction with a push from eastern Mosul.   

 

Reports early in this period stated that PMU would be used as an assaulting force into Tal Afar, contrary to 

assurances given by the GoI to assuage concerns they would abuse Sunni civilians. However, it now appears 

they have been tasked to secure the road between Tal Afar and Sinjar, and may come into play as a blocking 

force west of Mosul too. PMU have reported the capture of Ein Talaoa and Tel Sina villages near Tal Afar and 

the deaths of two IS commanders, including one responsible for managing “captives” (sex slaves). Human 

Rights Watch have highlighted a risk of mistreatment and detention to civilian men fleeing Mosul, with relatives of 

men detained by PMU claiming male family members have ‘disappeared’ after being stopped by PMU. PMU 

have no official mandate to root out IS supporters, and have denied any involvement. 

 

IS also appear to be taking advantage of the current operational pause to launch asymmetric attacks around the 

Mosul operational area, One ISF commander has reported routine night raids by IS across the Tigris, describing 

them as suicide attacks, given they rarely reached the shore. The same reporting also highlighted the threat from 

IS ‘sharpshooters’ along the eastern bank. IDF in residential areas caused fatalities on a daily basis. Defensive 

preparations have evidently continued in the IS-held south/west, with reports of confiscated civilian SUVs, and 

the severing of two children’s hands for refusing to train to defend the city. COMMENT: SUVs may be employed 

as SVBIEDs or battlefield transport. While the age of the children was not disclosed, this reporting underlines the 

high rates of attrition that IS will have suffered. ISF may face a less committed enemy, though the distinction 

between civilian and IS casualties has clearly blurred.’ COMMENT ENDS.  IS has also taken ‘significant 

measures’ to barricade the western banks of the River Tigris, making any attempt to cross the river a risky 

undertaking.  IS have also ensured that bridges are heavily damaged near the south/west shore, frustrating likely 

ISF plans to re-open the crossings by repairing the more accessible portions towards the north/east shores. 

 

Limited reporting of possible popular reprisals has also surfaced. A heavy SAF exchange was reportedly heard 

close to an IS HQ in south/west Mosul, and IS are understood to have called off Friday prayers this week after a 

stun grenade detonated in a Mosque court-yard. 

 

Iraqi officials have drafted a plan to accommodate hundreds of thousands of residents who would possibly be 

displaced from Mosul city's western side, with several camps readied to receive up to 250,000 people. The UN 

and a number of international aid organisations have however suggested the authorities may still be 

overwhelmed by the flow of IDPs. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Reporting outside of the Mosul operational area in this period has been characterised by continued 

engagements in the east of Salah ad-Din, airstrikes and IDP flight in Hawijah, and a clearance operation in 

Diyala’s Immam Wais and Naft Khana districts. 

 

IS have continued to mount attacks against ISF and PMU along the Hamrin Mountains and the Ajleel oilfields in 

the east of Salah ad-Din, despite two clearance operations in the preceding period. The use of IS ‘technicals’ 

(4x4s with mounted machine guns) continue to be reported; at least one attack involved the use of an SVEST. 

Towards the north four IDF attacks have also been reported around Baiji and Shirqat.  

 

Continuing airstrikes around Hawija have targeted IS positions and materiel. Reports of punishment executions 

for suspected ISF collaborators have also tended to follow within 24hrs of airstrikes. Civilians continue to flee the 

district, risking fatal IED strikes. Activity has also increased in the north of the province, with two airstrikes 

targeting safe-havens in Dibis, and ISF arresting eight people on terror offences in the same vicinity, and five 

members of the Facilities Protection Service being wounded in a nearby IED strike. In addition to the usual levels 

of violent and property related crime, ISF in Kirkuk city have also reported several terror arrests, including that of 

the insurgent responsible for IS communications provision in Hawijah. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Anbar’s east and urban centres have seen a relatively quiet reporting period following multiple VBIEDs, suicide 

attacks and close-quarter assassination attempts in the week preceding.  

Airstrikes have continued in the ERV, the majority of which have struck IS positions in Al Qa’im, with one other in 

Rawah.  

In the west, Rutbah has seen higher levels of activity reported than usual; five militants were killed in an attack 

on an ISF checkpoint and a sustained firefight with air support was reported west of the town. 

. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

No significant attacks were reported in the capital during this period, though low-level IEDs and violent crime 

have been within recent and seasonal norms. 

 

Eleven IED strikes were reported, with two further devices reportedly disarmed safely by ISF. While the majority 

of devices have continued to target high traffic areas in Shia neighbourhoods, at least one is suggestive of 

sabotage over a business rivalry. Two people in Furat, West Rashid were injured when an IED detonated beside 

a local generator. 

 

A spate of kidnappings (and rescues or releases) have been reported, with six separate abduction incidents, and 

another in which a currency shop owner narrowly escaped abduction when his vehicle was intercepted by two 

SUVs and robbed by armed assailants. Three hand grenade attacks have also been reported, all of which 

appear to have been acts of intimidation against specific individuals in their private homes. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

 
Two separate SVEST incidents were reported during ISF cordon and search operations in the north of the 

province. On January 30, ISF reportedly shot and killed three militants wearing SVESTS in Tarmiyah. Three 

further vests were cleared at the scene. Two other militants wearing SVEST’s were shot during further clashes 

with ISF in Taji district. IS also made several terror related arrests around the province. COMMENT: ‘Local 

source reporting has indicated that the tempo of such operations is severely restricting IS supply networks. While 

they retain the capability to continue targeting population centres with low-level IEDs, casualty reports in the 

capital city and region suggest that devices yields have suffered.’ COMMENT ENDS.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
No security incidents of particular significance have been reported in the southern provinces in this period, which 

has again been characterized by violent crime, mostly in Basra, and civil unrest over various matters relating to 

governance, employment and public services. Isolated incidents of tribal violence have also been reported in 

Basra and Maysan provinces. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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