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Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment 

as at the date of the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report 

have been formed in good faith on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no 

representation or warranty, express or implied, is made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts 

no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is 

advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In 

particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 As the Mosul operation continues, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas across 

Iraq including Baghdad, Samarra, Diyala and the southern provinces, as IS retains intent to stoke sectarian 

tensions and force a redeployment of ISF resources away from Mosul.  This is underlined by recent VBIED 

attacks in Shia-dominated areas of Baghdad City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in eastern 

Baghdad.  An increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern Anbar, in particular the cities of Ramadi and 

Fallujah, as evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.   

 
 The security footprint and other local factors in the south, particularly in Baghdad, will severely constrain IS 

ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north and the west of the country, though the 

threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains unaltered. There may be an increased level of ISF 

deliberate actions to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, especially in 

the northern areas of Baghdad province. 

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas currently under IS 

control, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

IZ targeted with IDF following protest deaths; VBIED attacks in Shia areas in Baghdad 
 

Following large scale protests in central Baghdad on February 11, which ultimately resulted in several fatalities, 

the IZ was targeted with IDF later that evening.  Between 2015 and 2045hrs, several rounds of indirect fire (IDF) 

were reported to have been fired against the IZ.  The exact nature and number of IDF rounds remains 

unconfirmed. Some estimates put the figure at between three and six, while other reported more.  Reports 

claimed that the IDF consisted of ‘Katyusha rockets’ with at least two rounds reported to have impacted inside 

the perimeter of the IZ; one in the area of the ‘Cross Swords’ parade ground and one in civilian flats to the north 

of the US embassy compound. The latter was reported to have caused civilians casualties, though this remains 

unconfirmed.  Other reports claimed that one round impacted in the area to the west of the IZ perimeter although 

this again remains unconfirmed.  Initial reports claimed that the launch sites were located in eastern Baghdad in 

the area bounded by Baladiyat and Palestine Street in New Baghdad and southern Sadr City.   

 

This reporting period has also seen a spate of VBIED and suicide attacks in Shia areas adjoining mixed or Sunni 

majority areas in Sadr City and West Rashid. The most significant attack was the static VBIED in West Rashid 

on February 16 that killed more than 40 people; this attack came a day after an SVBIED attack in Sadr City 

which resulted in 13 fatalities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

18 February 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [6]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

THREAT MAP 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Mosul Update 
 

Tactical Update 

ISF has continued to prepare for its anticipated push into south/west Mosul. Though there has been limited 

reporting of further preparation, ISF are understood to have moved force elements into position on ‘multiple 

axes’ and a senior ISF source was quoted on February 14 saying that ISF was ready to commence operations 

into west Mosul, and were awaiting the Prime Minister’s command. COMMENT: ‘Reporting on February 08 also 

cited ISF as stating that the operation would re-commence very soon. This followed reports that an ISF build up 

was seen near Abu Said, south of Mosul airport, and that military engineers have been preparing the near bank 

in Mosul for the placement of bridging assets. It is possible that such statements have continued the ISF custom 

of declaring milestones well before they are actually realised, as is routinely seen when reporting territorial 

gains.’  COMMENT ENDS. 

 

Reporting in this period also indicates that ISF-held eastern Mosul may be experiencing a ‘false normalcy’ with 

daily life, governance and commerce tentatively resuming as active IS cells continue to target ISF and civilian 

pattern of life with SVBIEDs. Offset IS elements in the south have also continued to target ISF and civilians with 

IDF and drone-delivered payloads. CTS in eastern Mosul were reported on February 12 to have conducted a 

clearance operation, following a wave of lethal SVBIED attacks over the preceding 48hr period. Reporting has 

also highlighted ongoing ISF efforts to identify and root out IS sleeper cells, with local residents fearful of groups 

of unknown men in their midst. 

 

On February 13, IS are reported to have launched an major attack on PMU west of Tal Afar, in what was 

described as a possible feint to permit the escape of senior militants from the encircled Mosul-Tal Afar pocket. 

As many as 20 militants were reported killed and 17 VBIEDs destroyed during an attack on positions in Ain al-

Hisan, west of Tal Afar. Some reporting stated that IS temporarily regained control of a stretch of the Tal Afar-

Sinjar road, in what has been described as the most significant attack since the liberation of east Mosul was 

declared. In related reporting from February 14, two suicide bombers also detonated themselves in Tal Abtah, 

70km south west of Mosul, killing five PMU members. COMMENT: ‘The route connecting Tal Afar, Sinjar and the 

Syrian border extends for more than 100km and is controlled by PMU and regional security forces aligned with 

GoI against IS. Even if a portion was retaken by IS it would not have materially affected the encirclement of Tal 

Afar, though the attack may have permitted other force elements to discretely ex-filtrate to Syria, or to other parts 

of the operational area.’ COMMENT ENDS.  

 

Reporting from inside Mosul continues to point to harsh IS measures against internal dissent and their evident 

acceptance that their situation is untenable. On February 16 media reports stated that IS had executed 23 

people, including 10 reportedly drowned inside a steel cage, for collaborating with ISF. One media source also 

reported that IS had removed a large number of documents from the federal court building in al-Dndan, before 

destroying the building itself. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Reporting outside of the Mosul operational area in this period has again been characterised by continued 

engagements in the east of Salah ad-Din, airstrikes and IDP flight in Hawijah, and an ISF operations in Diyala. 

Reporting in this period has also stated that IS commanders in the Hawija enclave have consigned fighters to 

bolster IS groupings in Diyala and Salah ad-Din provinces. COMMENT: ‘This may reflect the losses likely 

suffered by IS in both areas following continual ISF/PMU clearance operations in both provinces. It also 

highlights the utility of the enclave in sustaining the insurgency across a broad swathe of northern Iraq.’ 

COMMENT ENDS. Additionally in this period, Diyala province’s Muqdadiyah district has seen a spate of shooting 

attacks linked to tribal disputes. 

 

Two kidnapping incidents were also reported in Diyala. Diyala Provincial Security Committee head Sadiq al-

Husseini, reported the rescue of 10 civilians within hours of their abduction by IS in Naft Khana near the Iranian 

border. They were intercepted on the main road from the Iraq-Iran border crossing. There has been no further 

reporting concerning an 11
th
 abductee. In the north of the province, three IS 'pockets' were reportedly destroyed 

by PMU in Qzlaq Valley in the Hamrin feature, 75km north east of Baqubah. PMU have also reported the arrest 

of a senior IS militant, purportedly planning an attack on the Al-Auzaym dam, which also connects northern 

Salah ad-Din and Diyala provinces by road; the reported intent was to prevent the movement of ISF 
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reinforcements. COMMENT: ‘The dam was held by IS from June to November 2014. However, the group has not 

been fully cleared from the area.’ COMMENT ENDS. In Khalis district, north of the capital Baqubah, protests 

were reported following the announcement that a police battalion was to be transferred to Salah ad-Din. The 

order has since been rescinded. 

PMU in Salah ad-Din province have reported continued IS attacks on their positions along the provincial seam 

with Diyala near Shirqat and Baiji in the north. The most significant was reported to have resulted in nine PMU 

fatalities. They have also reported the killing of ‘dozens’ of insurgents in a clearance operation in the Makhool 

mountains north of Baiji, and an IDF attack against IS moving to attack the provincial Oil Police HQ. IS have also 

made their presence felt in the provincial capital; an ISF EOD officer was reportedly killed whilst disarming a 

VBIED in Tikrit.  

Airstrikes have continued in Kirkuk’s Hawija enclave, with 20 IS militants reported to have been killed in a strike 

on February 17. The outflow of IDPs from the district has continued, and ISF in Kirkuk city have reported multiple 

arrests of apparent IS members attempting to enter the city with refugee families.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

Activity in Anbar in this period has been relatively subdued, with none of the ISF operations or high-profile 

attacks that have characterized reporting in recent weeks. However, several incidents have highlighted the 

relative freedom of action that IS enjoy throughout the province. 

Coalition and Iraqi airstrikes have continued against IS positions and assets in the Euphrates River Valley, with 

strikes reported throughout the week in the border town of al-Qaim, Rawah and in the vicinity of ISF-held 

Haditha. Upwards of 40 IS militants are assessed to have been killed according to reports. IS have also 

conducted an IDF attack on Haditha, with multiple rockets impacting in al-Haqlaniyah district causing multiple 

civilian casualties, including children. ISF have also conducted an operation in al-Baghdadi district, 180km west 

of Anbar, reporting 12 militants killed and several vehicles destroyed.  

Within Ramadi, two commercial EOD technicians were wounded while disarming a legacy IED. The MoI also 

reported the escape and subsequent recapture of four IS detainees in the provincial capital. West of the city, one 

ISF member was killed and four injured in an IS SAF attack against a security checkpoint on route Mobile in Kilo 

35 area western Ramadi. 

To the south, near the provincial boundary with Karbala, 12 civilians were reportedly abducted by unidentified 

gunmen in military uniform in the vicinity of al-Rahaliyah district. An ISF source stated that there is no ISF 

presence in the particular area, and that it was likely perpetrated by IS. Subsequent reporting stated the group 

had been returning from a business meeting with a local landowner. COMMENT: ‘While IS may have had a hand 

in the abduction, a simple kidnap-for-ransom motivation is also possible.’ COMMENT ENDS.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

The most significant reporting in this period was the IDF attack on the evening of February 11 that targeted the 

International Zone with several round of IDF. Additionally, this period has seen a spate of VBIED and suicide 

attacks in Shia areas adjoining mixed or Sunni majority areas in Sadr City and West Rashid. The most significant 

attack was the static VBIED in West Rashid on February 16 that killed more than 40 people, which followed 

shortly after a less lethal SVBIED attack in Sadr City the previous day that caused 13 fatalities. COMMENT: 

‘These incidents also follow the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad’s warning of a credible threat to certain hotels in 

Baghdad. As no such attack has materialised, it is a realistic possibility that the devices intended for use in this 

planned attack were, in line with previous assessments, employed against softer targets. ISF sources in this 

period have been cited as saying they are awaiting Abadi’s command to enter western Mosul. Even if this is 

customary pre-empting from officials, it has likely goaded IS’ recent bombing campaign. In-keeping with historical 

spikes in activity, IS have been unable to sustain the tempo and daily IED activity has fallen to its usual level. 

Nonetheless, the threat of VBIED/suicide attacks is currently assessed as elevated in Shia and mixed areas of 

the city.’ COMMENT ENDS. 

 

Aside from high-profile attacks IED activity has been relatively subdued, with only six further, low-level, attacks, 

one of which was fatal; one person was killed and four injured in an IED detonation close to shops in the Ilaam 

area of West Rashid in the south west of the city. One VBIED was also disarmed in city’s eastern district of Sadr 

city, the day after the nearby February 15 attack. 
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Sadrists have continued to make their presence felt in the city centre, announcing a three-day commemoration 

for the protestors killed in the February 11 protests. Initial announcements stated that a procession would move 

from the Neurosurgical Hospital in Rusafa to Tahrir Square, where followers were to observe a three day vigil. 

However, ISF’s refusal to permit tents, and inclement weather, effectively cancelled the second and third days on 

February 15 and 16. The usual Friday protest on February 17 did resume however; Sadrists conducted a ‘silent 

protest,’ refraining from chanting, and with some people reported to be wearing tape over their mouths. The 

demands throughout all of the recent protest activity has consistently concerned the partisan nature of the 

Independent High Electoral Commission, with Sadr and his followers calling for it to be scrapped. 

 

In other activity, the usual pattern of kidnappings, murders, property crime and intimidation tactics have been 

reported across the city. ISF have reported one arrest on terrorism charges. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

 

IED activity across the wider province has been in line with seasonal and recent norms. Twelve attacks were 

reported, a slight drop from usual figures, only three of which were fatal. Attacks in Abu Ghraib in the west and 

Radwaniyah in the south west killed three and wounded nine. In the north of the province, another PMU member 

was reportedly killed in a UVIED attack in Sabaa al-Bour. All others injured between two and four people, with 

strikes in Mushada to the north, Nahrawan in the east, Ibrahim Bin Ali in the west and Yusifiyah in the south 

causing 23 casualties.  

 

Baghdad Operations Commander, Abdulljalil al-Ruba'ie announced on February 11 that ISF had foiled a suicide 

attack in a pre-emptive operation. ISF shot and killed one suicide bomber wearing an explosive vest and 

arrested two others during a raid on a house in Makasib village in the south western Radwaniyah district. It was 

reported that the suicide bomber had planned to strike the nearby funeral procession of a PMU member. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
Reporting in this period has been characterized by continual tit-for-tat SAF exchanges linked to a tribal feud in 

Qarmat Ali. In one instance, one person was killed and three wounded, ISF had to intervene, and Highway 6 

(Route TOPEKA) was effectively out of use during the exchange. Subsequent firefights saw the reported use of 

hand grenades in addition to automatic weapons. Reporting late in the period stated that eighteen people had 

been arrested in connection to the incidents. A regiment of the Iraqi Army is also understood to have been 

dispatched to the area for three months to maintain order.  

 

Reporting has also highlighted the risk posed by legacy land mines in Basra province; one teenage shepherd 

has died and two others have been injured in two separate incidents west of Zubayr. 

 

Basra city itself has seen the normal pattern of violent and property related crime, as well as the same style of 

‘silent protest’ seen in Basra. In related reported, a shooting attack against the IHEC office in Basra was reported 

on February 12. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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