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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Hundreds of thousands of Shia pilgrims are currently making pilgrimages to Kadhimiyah to commemorate the 

anniversary of the death of Imam Musa al-Khadim on April 23. Restrictions and associated travel 

disruption/delays are also anticipated on routes between Sunni areas such as Mansour and Kadhimiyah 

where the commemorations will take place. IS have followed patterns set during previous pilgrimages, 

targeting pilgrims with suicide and VBIED attacks, though ISF have appear thus far to have disrupted several 

attacks. Mass casualty attacks may occur against secondary targets in outlying Shia neighbourhoods such as 

Bayaa, New Baghdad Sadr City, though successful attacks in more central areas cannot be ruled out given 

the high level of foot traffic. 

 

 As the operation in West Mosul grinds on, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas 

across Iraq including Baghdad, Salah ad Din and Diyala, as IS retains intent to increase sectarian tensions 

and force a redeployment of ISF resources away from Mosul. This is underlined by recent VBIED attacks in 

Shia-dominated areas of Baghdad City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in eastern Baghdad. 

With ethno-sectarian tensions currently heightened in Kirkuk, there is also an increased possibility of high-

profile attacks in Kirkuk City, although IS capability to conduct such an attack is assessed as less than in those  

areas with a majority Sunni demographic. An increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern Anbar, in 

particular the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah, as evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.   

 
 The security footprint and other local factors in the south, particularly in Baghdad, will severely constrain IS 

ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north and the west of the country, though the 

threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an increased level of ISF deliberate actions 

to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, especially in the northern areas 

of Baghdad province. 

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is 

possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical 

Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited reporting has 

already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in 

areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security 

forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country.  In the long-term, there will 

be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the 

contribution in the national campaign against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Turkish airstrikes against PKK aligned group in Sinjar increase tensions 
In his weekly news conference, aired live by state-sponsored Iraqia News TV on April 25, Prime Minister Haider 

al-Abadi warned Turkey against conducting further airstrikes inside Iraq.  His comments came after the Turkish 

military confirmed that it had carried out airstrikes on April 25 against Sinjar Resistance Unit (YBS) locations in 

Sinjar Mountains in the northwest of Nineveh province. The strikes reportedly killed six and wounded 10 

including several non-aligned forces. Abadi has denounced the ‘unjustified’ Turkish attack on Sinjar in northern 

Iraq, saying that it might lead to a dangerous escalation in the region.  He also described the attack as a violation 

of Iraq's sovereignty and a breach of international law.  Abadi warned Turkey against further strikes in the area, a 

move which he said would undermine regional efforts against IS.   
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Mosul Update 
 

Mosul Tactical Update 
Fighting has continued in the remaining 30-40% of West Mosul still under IS control. CTS in the western districts 

have reported control over al-Thawra, Al-Islah al-Ziraie and Tanak, and fighting has progressed into adjacent 

Zinjili, north of the Old City, and into Rifai and Haramat, both north and east of al-Thawra. No progress has been 

reported in the confined, extensively fortified Old City, where Federal Police and Interior Ministry forces have 

reportedly held positions, including their 300m stand-off from the IS-held al-Nuri Mosque, for around a month. 

However, Federal Police have reported the rescue of thousands of civilians, forcibly held by IS as human shields 

in Mosul’s Old City. Similar reporting was also seen in Al-Islah al-Ziraie.  

 

Airstrikes have continued to attrit IS leadership in contested neighbourhoods, with at least four IS members in 

'senior' positions reported killed in Zinjili, Islah al-Zera'e, and Rifai.  Airstrikes have also been reported in IS 

redoubts west and south of Mosul, striking IS leadership, fighting positions VBIED workshops and storage 

facilities in the Tal Afar pocket, 50km west  of Mosul, and in Ba'aj, south west of Sinjar. In the south west of the 

operational area, the PMU have reported the full clearance of Hatra district, west of Qayyarah, along with the 

deaths of 60 IS militants (19 wearing SVESTS) and the destruction of eight VBIEDS. PMU have not reported any 

casualties other than the death of a journalist covering the clearance operations.  

 

The plight of civilians caught up in fighting continues unabated. In one particular exchange, at least 90 civilians 

are reported to have been killed in fighting between IS and CTS in al-Thawra district. One account also stated 

that IS had drawn out civilians whilst wearing ISF uniforms, and killed them when they exhibited relief and 

jubilation at their apparent liberation. Aside from this, IS for their part have continued their use of asymmetric 

attacks and rudimentary battlefield chemical munitions around the operational area; four chlorine filled rockets 

targeting a PMU fighting position reportedly landed in Ayn al-Hisyan village southwest of Mosul, though no 

casualties were reported. Also south of Mosul, on April 24, Federal Police Units reported killing four suicide 

bombers in a failed IS attack on a military post in Arij village north of Hammam al-Alil. Further suicide attacks 

were apparently attempted days later, when Federal Police reportedly killed another suicide bomber in the area 

on April 27, and launched an operation to track down four more attackers understood to have infiltrated into the 

town.  

 

Security 

 

IS video sends message of defiance to its enemies 

The Islamic State group (IS) has issued a defiant video that played up the group’s strength and issued a threat to 

those fighting the group in both Syria and Iraq. The video was released by the groups Amaq news agency on 21 

April, via the group's outlets on the messaging app Telegram.  The 23-minute video produced by IS's self-styled 

Raqqa Province sent a message of defiance to its enemies, including the US, Kurdish and Arab fighters.  Some 

analysts commented that this latest video represents increasing desperation by the group.  Some of the images 

and video clips used are believed to be old footage, recycled from previous posts from a time when IS was at its 

peak of power. 

 

Foreign IS fighters behind atrocities in Mosul 

Foreign fighters are being used by retreating IS commanders in Mosul to commit atrocities according to an April 

27 statement by Col John Dorrian, the spokesman for the international military coalition supporting ISF in the 

fight against IS.  Dorrian stated that foreign jihadists are being used as a final line of defence because of their 

brutality towards local residents, adding that foreign fighters were often committed to fighting to the death and 

felt little solidarity with the residents of the city.   
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Western IS fighters flee Iraq and Syria; security concerns remain over returnees  

Western IS fighters are attempting to flee home via Turkey as the group’s territory in Iraq and Syria shrinks, 

according to a report in the UKs Guardian newspaper. Turkish security forces are reportedly capturing fleeing IS 

fighters at the Syrian border in growing numbers, although some may have slipped through. While some fighters 

simply regret joining IS, western security officials fear that many more could return home to pursue domestic 

terror plots.   

Political 
 

Further details of Qatari hunting party release  

Further details have emerged following the April 21 release of the Qatari hunting party held in Iraq by Shia 

militants since December 2015.  While regional powers and the wider international community have welcomed 

the release, others have questioned the financial and moral cost of the deal.  Negotiations over the Qatari 

hostages reportedly took place both in Doha and in Beirut and involved negotiators for Iran’s Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as well as Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), the umbrella group that is 

dominated by the Syrian al Qaeda group. There also remain a number of questions regarding which groups 

received all or part of the reported multi-million dollar ransom payment.  In his weekly news conference on April 

25, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi replying to a question on the recent release of Saudi and Qatari hunters 

kidnapped in Iraq, denied that Qatar paid a ransom to the kidnappers to free the hostages.  Abadi stated that the 

Iraqi government was responsible for ensuring security of their release and that the paying of huge ransoms to 

kidnappers is unacceptable.  

 

IHEC dispute likely to increase ahead of planned September provincial elections 

Despite the ongoing electoral law disputes there remains the ongoing issue over appointments to the Iraqi High 

Electoral Commission (IHEC) ahead of the proposed September provincial elections. The legal mandate of the 

current board expires on September 20; just days after the provincial elections are presently scheduled to be 

held. For it to have time to complete the vote count, its mandate would need to be extended, which parliament 

can do. But either way a debate would remain over the formation of the new board, which Sadrists demand be 

entirely non-political, threatening to boycott the elections otherwise.   

 

Reports continue to indicate a potential split within Supreme Islamic Council (SIC) 

The Supreme Islamic Council (SIC), formerly known as the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq 

(SCIRI), led by Shia cleric Ammar Al-Hakim, is reportedly suffering from internal infighting that may lead to some 

of its members breaking off and creating an opposing splinter party, dividing the group that has been a mainstay 

of Iran’s religious power politics inside Iraq.  Senior members of the Iraqi National Alliance (INA), a pan-Shia 

Islamist parliamentary bloc have said that leadership figures within SIC are planning to break off and create their 

own party, with an announcement expected in the coming weeks.  

 

Foreign Affairs 

 

New Iranian ambassador presents his credentials 

Iran’s new ambassador to Iraq, Iraj Masjedi, submitted his credentials to Iraqi President Fouad Masoum on April 

24.  Masjedi, a general in Iran’s Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) elite Quds Force, assumed his post as the 

new Iranian ambassador to Iraq on April 19. According to the Reuters news agency, Masjedi’s 35 years in the 

IRGC included coordinating with Iraq opposition groups against the then government of Saddam Hussein. 

Masjedi is an experienced intelligence and operations officer who is close to IRGC leader Qassem Soleimani. 

  

President Trump gives Pentagon more flexibility on troop levels in Iraq & Syria  

US based media outlets have reported that President Donald Trump is giving the Pentagon greater flexibility to 

determine the number of US troops in Iraq and Syria, in another move by President Trump to shift greater power 
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to his military leaders.  The decision will give Defence Secretary Jim Mattis the authority to send more forces into 

both countries to assist US-backed local troops as they move to retake Raqqa in Syria.  It will also let him adjust 

the force numbers in Iraq, in the ongoing fight to oust IS from Mosul and stabilize it as the rebuilding begins.   

 

Economy 
 

Iraq's southern oil exports fall in April amid port work and OPEC cut 

Oil shipments from Iraq's southern terminals have fallen in April to date, according to loading data, reflecting a 

temporary drop in export capacity and Iraqi efforts to comply with OPEC production cuts. Exports from southern 

Iraq - the outlet for most of the country's crude - in the first 19 days of April averaged 3.10 million barrels per day 

(bpd), according to shipping data tracked by Reuters.  That would be down from last month, when shipments 

averaged 3.24 million bpd.  The cut is also related to reduced export capacity after a tanker collided with the 

Basra terminal in March causing damage.  Repairs to the terminal were completed on April 16. 

 

Kuwait signs $100m grant for Iraqi reconstruction projects post IS  

Kuwait has approved a $100 million grant for Iraq to support humanitarian and reconstruction projects in areas 

retaken from IS, according to a statement from Iraq’s Reconstruction Fund chief Mustafa Al-Hiti.  The grant is the 

first Kuwaiti financial assistance to Iraq since Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait in 1990/1991 under then-President 

Saddam Hussein.  Officials from the two countries signed the grant agreement in Kuwait on April 25 according to 

Al-Hiti, who described the grant agreement as an encouraging start for further future cooperation between Iraq 

and Kuwait. 

 

Saudi Arabia losing market share to Iran and Iraq following November 2016 OPEC cuts 

Saudi Arabia, the world's biggest crude exporter, is losing market share to Iraq and Iran as a result of the 

November 2016 OPEC's agreement to curb supplies to bolster prices.  Meanwhile, Iran's output rose to 3.8 

million barrels a day in January, the highest since April 2010, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.  

Neighbouring Iraq pumped 4.43 million barrels a day in March, down 200,000 barrels for the year, the data 

showed. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
In northwest Kirkuk province, two IEDs reportedly exploded on an oil pipeline in the Sarkaran sub-district of Dibis 

on April 26. Iraqi media reported a ‘massive fire’ at the location, though firefighters gained control of the blaze by 

the evening. In possibly related reporting, ISF later stated that they had arrested three IS militants after an 

'extensive sweep'. Activity in Kirkuk's Hawija pocket continued in line with long standing trends. IS militants 

reportedly killed eight young men for collaborating with security forces, four ‘senior’ IS commanders were 

reportedly killed in coalition airstrikes targeting IS gatherings, and three militants were reportedly killed in a 

shooting attack on an IS checkpoint. 

In Diyala and Salah ad-Din, ISF conducted clearance operations in the Mutaibijah area of the provincial seam 

(east of Samarra and north of Baqubah) with the reported killing of 40 militants, six captives taken, and more 

than 100 IEDs destroyed, including eight VBIEDs.  

ISF in Salah ad-Din have also reported failed infiltration attempts by IS into population centres; PMU reported 

shooting dead four IS militants wearing suicide vests, as well as repelling another IS attack near the Makhoul 

Mountains, east of Baiji.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Two attacks have been made against ISF convoys in the west. As many as ten ISF members are reported to 

have been killed and three taken captive following a sustained IS ambush on a ISF convoy near Rutbah, 

approximately 300km west of Ramadi. A second convoy ambush was also reported near al-Sakkar, east of 

Rutbah, killing two ISF members and wounding seven others on April 26. IS were reported to have taken 

advantage of dust-storms in the west of the province to remain hidden and infiltrate. The reported figures for 

dead and missing in the initial ambush make this most significant attack in the area since IS attempted to 

overrun Rutbah in late October 2016. 

 

On April 23, ISF reported the arrest of the Sheik of the Halabsah tribe along with two senior Sunni militia 

members in Karam, between Fallujah and Abu Ghraib district, apparently without prior coordination with the tribal 

militia, who have alleged ‘malicious’ charges. The tribe’s Sunni militia leadership has threatened to withdraw their 

support in response. It is not clear from available reporting exactly what the security implications of this will be, 

but security forces and other officials in the Karam area may experience tension with the local population. If 

manpower is withdrawn it may result in localised overstretch of ISF and other militia units, which insurgents may 

naturally exploit in its campaign to target urban centres.  

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

29 April 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [12]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Only one significant attack was reported this week. At least six people were killed when an SVBIED detonated in 

a traffic police car park in Karada’s Abu Nawas area. Aside from this, IED activity has remained relatively 

subdued, five low-level, non-fatal detonations reported in the city’s outer districts and a fatal UVIED strike on a 

Sunni militia member in Dora, East Rashid.  

 

Low-level criminality has continued very much in-line with long-standing norms. Multiple shooting attacks 

attributable to personal disputes, tribal feuding and criminality were reported around the city, principally in 

Kadhimiyah and Sadr City. In one incident, a policeman is reported to have shot and killed three of his fellow 

checkpoint team members in Kadhimiyah’s Talbiyah area. ISF arrested the policeman shortly afterwards. Two 

shooting attacks against civilian homes have also been reported. One in Sadr City linked to a reported tribal 

dispute saw gunmen in three separate vehicle open fire on a private residence, killing one policeman and 

wounding a civilian. 

 

In other activity, ISF rescued an abductee and arrested her two kidnappers in Jurf al-Naddaf area southeast of 

Baghdad. Protests in Tahrir square on Friday are understood to have passed without incident. 
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

The wider province again saw a higher number of incidents than the capital, but also in line with historical trends.  

 

No high-profile attacks were conducted or intercepted in the outlying province this week. Low-level IED activity 

saw 10 detonations, of which three were fatal. A policeman was killed when an UVIED detonated underneath his 

personal vehicle as he transited al-Nasir Wa al-Salam in Abu Ghraib, to the west of the city. Another incident in 

Abu Ghraib also saw one person killed and four injured when a roadside IED detonated in the al-Haswah area. A 

similar incident in Madain, in the provincial south east, saw the same casualty figures reported.  

In other activity, ISF made a counter-terror arrest during a raid in Radhwaniyah, southwest of the city, and 

reportedly found five explosive belts and mortars Taji and Hosseinia in the north of the province. A cache of 

weapons and explosives was also found and seized near the provincial boundaries with Babel province to the 

south. One shooting attack was reported in Abu Ghraib, when gunmen opened fire on the Iraqi Army, wounding 

three soldiers. 

. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In the south this week incidents were in-line with established trends, characterized again by low-level violence 

associated with criminality and tribal disputes. 

 

Incidents related to crime and arrests in Basra reportedly dropped during this period. Local analysts have 

commented that devices used in intimidation attacks have returned to being very-low yield, following an apparent 

increase in charge size in recent months. However, the potential remains for larger devices to be employed in 

incidents targeting ‘un-Islamic’ practices (such the sale of alcohol, hair salons, and coffee shops) as Ramadan 

approaches. Drugs-misuse have also featured in reporting; the most prominent incident was a fist fight between 

ISF units at the Basra Airport entry point when a soldier high on drugs reportedly fought with a group of civilians 

and fellow guards.  

 

No tribal shoot-outs have been reported this week, but shooting incidents linked to family disputes have been 

reported in Shatrah, Dhi Qar, and Basra province. An arson attack in Faw, south of Basra city, was also 

attributed to local tribal feuding.  In Wasit, dozens demonstrated in Suwairah district north of Kut, protesting 

against the proposed security wall around Baghdad.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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