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This report is an abridged version of GardaWorld Weekly Iraq .Xplored May 27, 2017. To subscribe to the full
versions of the daily/weekly Iraq .Xplored reports, or for enquires relating to other GardaWorld services, please
contact daniel.matthews@garda.com

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment
as at the date of the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report
have been formed in good faith on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no
representation or warranty, express or implied, is made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts
no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is
advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In
particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise.
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OUTLOOK
Short term outlook
 The religious month of Ramadan is due to commence for Shia Muslims, with tomorrow (May 28) the first full
day of fasting. For Sunni Muslims and other gulf countries it has begun today. Security plans are being
implemented across most provinces in Iraq. These will involve increased troop deployments and enhanced
security procedures. Busy periods should be expected around daybreak but especially in the evening around
sunset. In the morning families will gather for ‘Suhoor’ – the last meal before fasting begins. In the evening
families gather for ‘Iftar’ – the breaking of the fast. Markets are usually busy in the evenings as people prepare
for the evening gathering and feast. Such gatherings will be attractive targets for Sunni militants, who will
continue violence targeting the Shia civilian population throughout the month. It is almost certain a number of
high-profile attacks will be attempted during this period, although activity should be broadly within established
parameters.
 As the operation in West Mosul continues, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas
across Iraq including Baghdad, Salah ad Din and Diyala, as IS retains intent to increase sectarian tensions
and force a redeployment of ISF resources away from Mosul. This is underlined by recent VBIED attacks in
Shia-dominated areas of Baghdad City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in eastern Baghdad.
Recent SVBIED attacks in Basra province also reiterate IS capability and intent to target the southern
provinces. With ethno-sectarian tensions currently heightened in Kirkuk, there is also an increased possibility
of high-profile attacks in Kirkuk City, although IS capability to conduct such an attack is assessed as less than
in those areas with a majority Sunni demographic. An increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern
Anbar, in particular the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah, as evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.
 The security footprint and other local factors in the central and southern regions of Iraq, particularly in
Baghdad, will severely constrain IS ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north
and the west of the country, though the threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an
increased level of ISF deliberate actions to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul
operation, especially in the northern areas of Baghdad province.

Medium to long term outlook
 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is
possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical
Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk. Limited reporting has
already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in
areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates.
 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra
and the southern provinces in general. This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security
forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country. In the long-term, there will
be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the
contribution in the national campaign against IS.
 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically
motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant.

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[4]

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
27 May 2017

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
Sadr calls on Shia political figures not to form an alliance with Maliki
During a televised interview on May 20, Sadrist movement leader and Shiite Cleric Moqtada al-Sadr warned
senior Iraqi politicians and statesmen against forming a coalition with the former prime minister, Nouri al-Maliki
ahead of next year’s elections.

VP Allawi reiterates call to postpone 2017 provincial elections
Vice President Ayad al-Allawi's office issued a clarification on May 25 of his call for postponing elections in the
country. The statement explained that Allawi has called for the postponing of the provincial elections proposed
to take place in 2017 and to hold them in conjunction with the parliamentary elections in 2018 in order to reduce
effort and costs, to guarantee the unity of elections, to wait for the enactment of a new electoral law and the
possible replacement of the current Electoral Commission, and to achieve political stability and security so that
all Iraqis might participate in the selection of their representatives.

Iraq supports nine-month oil production cuts extension until March 2018
Oil minister Jabbar al-Luaibi confirmed on May 24 that Iraq would support the Saudi-Russian initiative to extend
oil production cuts by another nine months until March 2018. The December 2016 agreement was initially
scheduled to expire in July, and at that time Bagdad had pledged to cut its oil output by 210,000 bpd from
production levels of around 4.6 million bpd.
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS
Mosul
Mosul Tactical Update
There has been slower progress in Mosul this week, as ISF consolidate rapid advances the week before.
Nonetheless, ISF declared control over al-Siha al-Thaniya area, as they face strong resistance and high
numbers of suicide attacks. Bombardment of Old Mosul and remaining IS-held areas was increased as shaping
operations for advances into the area continue. As well as mounting a strong resistance, IS continually target
civilians who attempt to escape territory under their control. This has included mortar attacks against fleeing
civilians, and executions of those caught attempting escape. COMMENT: ‘ISF have not been able to fulfil their
stated goal of liberating Mosul in its entirety by Ramadan. A push to retake the Old City appears imminent, but
this is likely to take some time, due to both the urban terrain and the complication of the use of civilians as
human shields by IS.’ COMMENT ENDS.
To the west of Mosul, PMU units have progressed with ‘Mohammed Rasool Allah’. Qairawan was liberated on
May 23, and after a short pause, operations have continued into Baaj. PMU have pushed west from Qairawan,
taking a number of villages and towns north of Baaj itself, along the main route to Sinjar. Resistance has been
expectedly resolute, with IS utilising S/VBIEDs in most locations. Airstrikes have continued targeting Baaj itself,
with several militants including the IS senior commander of Ba'aj reported to have been killed in a strike
approximately 10km east of the town.

Political
Sadr calls on Shia political figures not to form an alliance with Maliki
During a televised interview on May 20, Sadrist movement leader and Shiite Cleric Moqtada al-Sadr warned
senior Iraqi politicians and statesmen against forming a coalition with the former prime minister, Nouri al-Maliki
ahead of next year’s elections.
Al-Sadr supports MOI decision to remove leaders’ posters from checkpoints
Further to reporting on May 20 that the Iraqi Interior Minister, Qasim al Araji had ordered the removal of all
images of prominent military and political leaders at checkpoints throughout the country, it appears that Moqtada
al Sadr has supported the initiative.
Iraq electoral body “licenses” militia as political party
According to unconfirmed, uncorroborated single source press reporting, on May 23 the Independent High
Electoral Commission (IHEC) of Iraq licensed Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq [League of the Righteous] to operate as an
official political party in Iraq.
VP Allawi reiterates call to postpone 2017 provincial elections
Vice President Ayad al-Allawi's office issued a clarification on May 25 of his call for postponing elections in the
country. The statement explained that Allawi has called for the postponing of the provincial elections proposed
to take place in 2017 and to hold them in conjunction with the parliamentary elections in 2018 in order to reduce
effort and costs, to guarantee the unity of elections, to wait for the enactment of a new electoral law and the
possible replacement of the current Electoral Commission, and to achieve political stability and security so that
all Iraqis might participate in the selection of their representatives.

Security
IS claims twin Baghdad bombings
IS claimed the twin bombing in southern Baghdad on May 19 via the group's accounts on the messaging app
Telegram on May 20. A statement from IS said the first attacker targeted a checkpoint at Abu-Dasher in al-Doura
district, engaging security personnel before detonating his suicide belt. The second attacker followed, using a
Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld
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car-bomb to target people who rushed to the first bombing site, the statement added. It said the casualties were
Shi’a, including several security force personnel.
Kirkuk Governor: I think Hawijah will be turned into ‘IS Capital’
Kirkuk Governor Najmadin Karim stated on May 24 that he believes Hawijah will become the “capital of the IS”
as the Iraqi government has not launched an operation to regain the district from the militants. “I think Hawijah
will become the capital of Da’esh because they [referring to the Iraqi government] left it”, Karim told reporters
during a visit to Kurdistan on Wednesday. The Kirkuk authorities have been calling for the liberation of Hawijah,
the governor added, but the decision to begin the operation lies with the Iraqi Commander in Chief of the Armed
Forces, Haider al-Abadi.
IS allegedly bans use of social media by group's fighters
IS supporters have circulated a purported IS document that bans the use of social media by IS fighters. The
document, which was addressed to IS soldiers and dated 14 May, had apparently been circulated on the ground
and was not published by official IS propaganda outlets. It was aimed at IS militants operating on the battlefield
and not the group’s online supporters fighting to spread its message. The statement said that use of social
media by IS militants had caused considerable harm to the group, resulting in accurate targeting of jihadists and
their military positions by its enemies due to effective media monitoring and surveillance activities. Without
mentioning any particular online platforms, the statement asserted that social media sites were created and
penetrated by the group’s enemies and should under no circumstances be used.
Iraqi forces search for wanted people and explosives around Baghdad
Iraq security bodies have launched an operation to “purge” the peripheral areas in western Baghdad of militants
and wanted people ahead of Muslims' holy month of Ramadan according to open source reporting.
Iraqi official accuses PKK of killing civilians in Sinjar
More than 30 civilians from the mainly Kurdish town of Sinjar and its surrounding areas in Nineveh province have
been killed by the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) guerrillas, according to Sinjar Mayor Ways Nayf. Nayf said
that as well as killing more than 30 people, the PKK has wounded several civilians in the area. The official
accused the Turkish dissident party of staging sedition and rift among the people of Sinjar. He urged the PKK to
withdraw from the area, so that no more civilians become the victim of the guerrillas and to enable IDPs
[internally-displaced people] to return to their homes in peace.
Two suspected IS militants killed in Turkish capital
Two suspected members of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) group were reportedly killed in a
police raid early on May 21 in the Turkish capital Ankara, the governor told press. The two males aged between
25 and 30 were driven to the city from Istanbul in a private vehicle by a third individual, who confessed to plans
for an attack after being detained in an Istanbul police operation, Gov. Ercan Topaca said.

Foreign Affairs
Sadr urges Iran to avoid increasing political tension in the region
Iraqi Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr has urged Iranian President Hassan Rouhani to stay away from policies that
negatively affect the region. In a statement published on his official website on May 21, Sadr congratulated
Rouhani for winning a second presidential in the May 19 national elections and the Iranian people for choosing
the ‘reformist and balanced candidate’. Sadr also called on Iran to be more open in its dealings with other
countries in the region and to set aside political and sectarian tensions.
Iraq’s Sadr calls for protests over Bahrain raids
Following a raid by Bahraini police in Duraz village – the home of the country’s top Shia cleric Sheikh Isa Qassim
in Bahrain on May 23, Moqtada al-Sadr has called for peaceful demonstrations outside the Bahraini Embassy in
Mutanabi neighbourhood, Mansour District, Baghdad today (May 24).
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In related reporting, Vice President Nouri al-Maliki also issued a statement condemning the "sectarian practices"
of Bahraini authorities against scholars and clerics, describing the current trial being carried out against Sheikh
Isa Qasim as an extension of practices carried out by that Ba'ath regime against Iraqi scholars and
clerics. Maliki also said that the imprisonment of Qasim, the attack on his home, and the use of force against
civilians represented the fruits of the Riyadh conference recently held in Saudi Arabia, and called Bahraini
authorities' actions blatant violations of international human rights conventions.
Arab-Islamic-American Summit pledges forces to combat terrorism in the region
The US and Middle Eastern countries have backed a new pact that promises to provide extra troops for
defeating Islamic State, singles out Iran for destabilizing the region, and says that Riyadh is to become the heart
of the region’s counter-terrorism operations. Described as the Riyadh Declaration, the document was signed
following US President Donald Trump’s visit to the Saudi capital on May 20 for the Arab-Islamic-American
Summit that brought together Islamic representatives from 55 countries. The declaration vowed “to combat
terrorism in all its forms, address its intellectual roots, dry up its sources of funding and to take all necessary
measures to prevent and combat terrorist crimes in close cooperation among their states.”

Economy
Iraq supports nine-month oil production cuts extension until March 2018
Oil minister Jabbar al-Luaibi confirmed on May 24 that Iraq would support the Saudi-Russian initiative to extend
oil production cuts by another nine months until March 2018. The December 2016 agreement was initially
scheduled to expire in July, and at that time Bagdad had pledged to cut its oil output by 210,000 bpd from
production levels of around 4.6 million bpd. Iraq depends almost exclusively on oil exports to finance expensive
war efforts against IS and cover its public expenses.
President Masum attends WEF in Jordan; Iraq welcomes investors to rebuild country
President Fouad Masum has said that Iraq welcomes investors from all over the world to help rebuild the wartorn country, a statement carried by the presidency official website said on 20 May. Addressing the World
Economic Forum (WEF) on Middle East and North Africa, held in the Jordanian Dead Sea resort on 20 May,
Masum said that Iraq is keen on making use of the ambitious economic, political and social ideas and effective
strategies to be presented during the gathering.
$100bn Plan to Rebuild Islamic State Liberated Areas
A plan has reportedly been made to rebuild the areas liberated from the Islamic State over the next 10 years with
$100 billion in financing according to reports in the Iraqi press. Iraq’s Planning Minister Salman Al-Jumayli
stated on May 24 that “The plan to bring stability and development for the liberated areas will be in two steps.
The first will be from 2018 to 2022, and the second from 2023 to 2028.

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[8]

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
27 May 2017

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
Countrywide Military/Security Situation
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala)

Aside from Mosul, there were two multiple suicide attack incidents in Salah ad Din and Diyala. There was also
reporting that IS has relocated senior leadership to Hawijah in Kirkuk, alongside routine activity throughout the
region.
In Kirkuk, there have been reports that senior IS leadership have relocated to Hawijah from Mosul, purportedly to
establish the new IS headquarters in anticipation of the imminent fall of Mosul. ISF successes appear to be
impacting IS and its senior leaders. On May 26, it was reported that the temporary IS commander for Diyala was
killed along with two companions during internal IS fighting in a village near Hawijah. This was reportedly due to
a disagreement over recent operations in Mutaibijah, which has become an important insurgent operating area in
recent months.
As well as routine IED and SAF activity along the Diyala River Valley, there was a complex attack on the
Qaraqoush military base, located along the highway to Mandali, east of Baqubah. The attack was preceded by
several mortar rounds impacting in the base, followed by four suicide attackers on the northern side of the camp.
At least two soldiers were killed and four others injured. ISF eventually managed to surround the attackers and
kill them.
Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld
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Other incidents of note in Diyala included the control detonation of a VBIED in al-Abbarah sub-district, northeast
of Baqubah, without incident. Also to the northeast of Baqubah, tribal clashes occurred in Abu Saida sub-district,
following the killing of two civilians by unidentified gunmen at an illegal checkpoint in Abu Taba village. For the
following two days, the main Baqubah–Muqdadiyah road was blocked by protesters calling for increased security
in the area, as schools were also closed due to the fighting.
The same day as the Qaraqoush attack, Saraya al-Salam PMU stated they had killed two suicide attackers
attempting to target the police station in al-Jalam, Salah ad Din. There was also routine IS activity in the north of
Salah ad Din province, mostly centred on and around Bayji and Shirqat.
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Anbar Province

Activity in Anbar continued recent trends in the province, with mostly asymmetric IED activity in government
controlled areas of the province. ISF also conducted major operations to clear havens and disrupt insurgents.
On May 23, the War Media Cell announced that a joint clearance operation by ISF and Sunni tribal fighters,
supported by coalition and Iraqi air assets, was carried out in the desert southwest of Anah. This resulted in 34
militants killed, and the disarming of 70 IEDs. Six vehicles, including three VBIEDs, were also destroyed
There were some high impact attacks perpetrated and attempted this week. On May 22, a suicide attack
followed by gunfire targeted ISF in Jatiba, northeast of Haditha, killing a soldier. In Ramadi, a VBIED was control
detonated in Street 60, in the south of the city, without incident.
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Capital Region (Baghdad City)

Reporting in Baghdad was relatively subdued this period following last week’s double suicide attack in Abu
Dashir. IEDs were mostly restricted to the southwest quadrant of the city, with many being devices for
intimidation rather than linked to Sunni militancy. Although there were some devices at markets or near shops in
Ma’alif, and two in Jisr Diyala, that were attributable to Sunni militants, these incidents caused relatively low
casualty figures.
The majority of incidents were comprised of SAF resulting from personal or business disputes, alongside a
lesser number of criminal acts such as murder and kidnap.
There were two days of protests outside the Embassy of Bahrain in Mutanabi, Mansour, to protest a raid on the
house of prominent Shia cleric Sheikh Isa Qassim by Bahraini authorities. ISF closed nearby roads causing
localised disruption.
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts)

Provincial Baghdad witnessed continued IED activity during the reporting period, and in contrast to metropolitan
Baghdad, the majority of which was likely related to Sunni militant activity. Most devices targeted either ISF
patrols or civilians in crowded areas such as markets. The most serious incidents were reported in Tarmiyah in
the north of the province, where a SAF attack targeting an ISF member’s house in Mashahdah was used as a
‘come on’, with two IEDs detonating upon the arrival of responding forces. Two ISF were killed and eight injured.
There were three other fatal IED strikes in Tarmiyah district during the week
Other IED occurred to the west in Abu Ghraib and south of Baghdad, although device lethality was much less
than in the northern Baghdad districts including Taji and Tarmiyah.
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Southern Provinces

Reporting in Basra reverted to a mix of tribal disputes and criminality, following last week’s high-profile attacks
along Route Tampa. There were at least three tribal conflicts through the week, all of which took place north of
Basra city. These were comprised of inter-tribal conflicts in Dayr and Hartha, and an internal conflict in Shafi.
In Baradiyah, southern Basra city, a 14 year-old kidnap victim was released during an ISF raid. The girl’s
kidnapper was arrested.
Elsewhere, in the Hamza area of Qadisiyah province, southwest of Diwaniyah, several gunmen kidnapped a
man and later demanded $20,000 for his release.
There was also tribal fighting in Rifai district, Dhi Qar province and in Hamzah, Qadisiyah province. In Dhi Qar,
one tribe member was killed and two others injured, making further clashes likely unless a truce can be
arranged.

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[14]

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
27 May 2017

ACRONYM LIST
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest
AKA - Also Known As
AO - Area of Operations
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED
AQ - Al-Qaeda
AT - Anti-Tank
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED
BBIED - Body Borne IED
Bde - Brigade
Bn - Battalion
BXP - Border Crossing Point
CET - Convoy Escort Team
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens
CoP - Chief of Police
CP - Check Point
C-PERS - Captured Personnel
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon
systems)
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack
DBS - Drive by Shooting
Div - Division
DoD - Department of Defense
DoS - Department of State
DoS - US Department of State
ECP - Entry Control Point
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP)
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad)
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War
FoM - Freedom of Movement
GoI - Government of Iraq
HCN - Host Country National
HG - Hand Grenade
HME - Home Made Explosive
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun
HVT - High Value Target
IC - International Community
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars)
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission
IED - Improvised Explosive Device
IM - International Military
IOC - International Oil Company
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher
IS - Islamic State
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point
IVO - In Vicinity Of
IZ - International Zone
KIA - Killed in Action
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED)
MIA - Missing in Action
MoD - Ministry of Defense
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education
MoI - Ministry of Interior
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
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MoO - Ministry of Oil
MoT - Ministry of Transportation
MSR - Main Supply Route
NFDK - No Further Details Known
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity)
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report
OCG - Organized Crime Group
OPF - Oil Protection Force
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN
Term)
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF)
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF)
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire
PSC - Private Security Company
PSD - Private Security Detail
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade
RTA - Road Traffic Accident
SAF - Small Arms Fire
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE
SF - Special Forces
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest
TCN - Third Country National
TCP - Traffic Control Point
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint
WIA - Wounded in Action
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel
and our clients in their decision-making.
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for,
manage, and respond to risks.
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional
representative iraq.ram@garda.com
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com

GARDAWORLD
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions.
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives,
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their
business.
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com
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