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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Hundreds of thousands of Shia pilgrims are currently making pilgrimages to Kadhimiyah to commemorate the 

anniversary of the death of Imam Musa al-Khadim on April 23. Restrictions and associated travel 

disruption/delays are also anticipated on routes between Sunni areas such as Mansour and Kadhimiyah 

where the commemorations will take place. IS have followed patterns set during previous pilgrimages, 

targeting pilgrims with suicide and VBIED attacks, though ISF have appear thus far to have disrupted several 

attacks. Mass casualty attacks may occur against secondary targets in outlying Shia neighbourhoods such as 

Bayaa, New Baghdad Sadr City, though successful attacks in more central areas cannot be ruled out given 

the high level of foot traffic. 

 

 As the operation in West Mosul grinds on, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas 

across Iraq including Baghdad, Salah ad Din and Diyala, as IS retains intent to increase sectarian tensions 

and force a redeployment of ISF resources away from Mosul. This is underlined by recent VBIED attacks in 

Shia-dominated areas of Baghdad City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in eastern Baghdad. 

With ethno-sectarian tensions currently heightened in Kirkuk, there is also an increased possibility of high-

profile attacks in Kirkuk City, although IS capability to conduct such an attack is assessed as less than in those  

areas with a majority Sunni demographic. An increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern Anbar, in 

particular the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah, as evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.   

 
 The security footprint and other local factors in the south, particularly in Baghdad, will severely constrain IS 

ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north and the west of the country, though the 

threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an increased level of ISF deliberate actions 

to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, especially in the northern areas 

of Baghdad province. 

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is 

possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical 

Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited reporting has 

already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in 

areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security 

forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country.  In the long-term, there will 

be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the 

contribution in the national campaign against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

No major events reported 
 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Mosul 
 

Mosul Tactical Update 
ISF have also launched a new move from the west from Badoush, taking ground on the southern banks of the 

Tigris and in the cities westernmost areas. 

 

On May 1, Ministry of Interior (MoI) Rapid Reaction Forces (RRF) were reported to have arrived in Badoush on 

the western axis of Mosul, subsequently advancing through remaining IS territory in Badoush itself towards the 

western city districts of Musheirefah and Haramat from the west. By May 4, CTS and RRF had entered the north 

west neighbourhoods of 17 Tammuz and Rafai from the west, while CTS also remained engaged in Zinjili, north 

west of the Old City, currently understood to be 50% cleared. Commentary has indicated that ISF will clear the 

remaining western districts, before turning its full attention back to the Old City, which has seen no further ISF 

advances in more than a month. 

 

ISF have advanced consistently over the three days of the renewed offensive in to the northwest districts, with IS 

contesting their advance using SVBIEDs and precision SAF. Two districts in Mushairafa, on the banks of the 

Tigris, along with the adjacent Mikhail's Monastery and water treatment plants are now reported to have been 

retaken. Federal police for their part have claimed control of three villages, encircling the city’s westernmost 

Haramat area. Federal police units in the Old City have targeted IS’ so-called ‘Travel and Security’ HQ in Zanjili 

with indirect fire, reportedly killing an IS commander and seven other militants defending the building. Another 30 

IS militants were also reported killed in the vicinity of the Old City’s Al-Nuri Mosque.  
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ISF shelling is understood to have killed a doctor in IS-held Rifai district, and IS are understood to have killed 13 

civilians attempting to pass the front lines to ISF. A significant number of civilian casualties in a coalition airstrike 

have been reported in national and international media outlets on May 4 (below). In the south, around 300 

civilians are understood to have returned to villages in Hadar district, recently taken from IS by PMU.  

 

In other reporting, the commander of the Federal Police’s 5th Div was reportedly sacked after IS launched an 

attack in Mosul that seized back two commercial buildings from ISF and killed IFP’s 18th Brigade commander.  

On 30 April, the Pentagon confirmed that an explosive device had killed a US service member near Mosul.  

Security 
 

Iraqi commander states that IS in Mosul will be defeated in three weeks 

An Iraqi commander said he expects to dislodge IS from Mosul in May, in spite of resistance from militants in the 

densely populated Old City district.  During an with the state-run newspaper al-Sabah on April 30, Army's chief of 

staff, Lieutenant General Othman al-Ghanmi, was quoted as saying that the battle should be completed in a 

maximum of three weeks.  Iraqi forces estimate the number of IS fighters still in Mosul at around 200 to 300, 

mostly foreigners, down from about 6,000 when the offensive started. Other reports have placed higher 

estimates on the number of IS still deployed within the confines of western Mosul.  

 

Pentagon confirms 45 civilians killed in March by coalition strikes targeting IS 

Investigations conducted during the month of March reveal that a number of US-led coalition airstrikes targeting 

IS in Iraq and Syria killed 45 civilians, mostly in and around the city of Mosul, according to a Pentagon statement 

released on April 30.  In each incident, the Pentagon said all feasible precautions were taken but the strikes still 

resulted in the unintentional loss of civilian life.  The report did not include findings from an ongoing investigation 

into a March 17 strike targeting IS fighters in Mosul, which was subsequently reported to have resulted in more 

than 100 civilian deaths.  The US has however acknowledged that coalition aircraft conducted a strike at the 

location corresponding to allegations of civilian casualties on March 17, but has yet to confirm the exact 

circumstances behind the strike.   

 

Further indications that AQ and IS may be looking to realign in Iraq & Syria 

In mid-April, Iraqi Vice President Ayad Allawi reported that al-Qaeda (AQ) and the Islamic State (IS) were 

discussing a possible alliance. Allawi claimed in a press statement on April 17 that negotiations between the 

group’s respective leaders, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and Ayman al-Zawahri had already begun.  Media reports on 

May 1 citing Iraqi intelligence sources reported that on April 27, prominent IS leaders travelled to Diyala province 

to start negotiations with remnants of al-Qaeda on forging a new alliance. The move reportedly follows an audio 

recording released on April 23 in which the AQ leader Zawahri urged jihadist to prepare themselves for a long 

war against what he called ‘the Crusaders and their allies, the Shiites and Alawites’.  Zawahri also called on his 

followers to unite with Muslim and jihadist brothers in Syria, Iraq and the entire world.   

 

At least 1,000 civilians ‘forcibly disappeared’ from Mosul and Anbar: IOHR report  

More than 1,000 civilians are reported to have been ‘forcibly disappeared’ during operations launched in Mosul 

city and Anbar province in 2016/2017, the Iraqi Observatory for Human Rights (IOHR) has claimed in a report 

published on May 2.  In the report the observatory said it had received several reports from Anbar and Mosul 

over forced disappearance of people aging between 15-60 years old during military operations. However, many 

of the relatives of the victims did not file complaints, as they did not know their whereabouts of the victims or they 

were afraid for their safety if they came forward.  The IOHR reported that in Nineveh province in late April 160 

displaced young men disappeared while fleeing Hatra, northwest of Mosul. In Anbar, the report tackled the 

abduction of 902 civilians in 2016 from al-Razaza district by gunmen. 

  

PM Abadi says Iraq to carry out plan to control border with Syria 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said that Iraq would focus on a plan to control its border with Syria. Abadi 

added that the new plan aims to stop the infiltration of IS militants from the eastern parts of Syria into Iraq. The 
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remarks came during the premier's weekly televised address that was aired by state-run Iraqia News channel on 

2 May.  Abadi stated that even though most of Iraq’s territory has now been liberated, Iraq’s border with Syria 

remains open.  This allows IS in the eastern parts of Syria to move freely between Syria and Iraq.  Abadi added 

that tighter control of the border will allow ISF to focus on purging IS from the rest of Iraq.  Abadi also said that IS 

reports relating to their attacks against ISF were exaggerated and intended to raise the morale of its members, 

but in reality they are becoming weaker and weaker.   

 

Latest coalition statement over remaining IS fighters in Mosul 

Operation Inherent Resolve spokesman Col John Dorrian told reporters via video link from Baghdad on May 3 

that there are fewer than a thousand IS fighters left in Mosul city ‘probably well short of a thousand’ Dorrian 

added.  Dorrian further stated that while progress is slow-going in western Mosul, the Iraqi security forces reduce 

the number of IS fighters with each passing day, but that in the type of dense urban terrain seen in western 

Mosul, a small number of fighters can control an area of territory because they can canalize the advancing 

forces.   

 

Iraqi military claims that May 4 airstrike in Mosul targeted IS bomb factory, not civilians  

The Iraqi military has admitted bombing a disused school in western Mosul on May 4, but denied targeting 

civilians, saying the building was being used by IS as a bomb factory.  The statement on May 5 came a day after 

IS claimed that an air raid late on May 4 had killed 68 people who were sheltering in the building, including 47 

women and children, and wounded 86 others. IS blamed US-led coalition forces for the air raid, according to a 

statement carried on its Amaq website.  The Iraqi army did not confirm the number of casualties in Thursday's air 

raid, but said that IS has used civilians as human shields in the past.  According to a report carried by Al 

Jazeera, a source in the Iraqi federal police told the news channel that at least 80 people were killed in the air 

raid in western Mosul's ‘July 17’ neighbourhood.  The Al Jazeera report also stated that it remained unclear 

whether the Iraqi air force or the US-led coalition was responsible for the raid.     

Political 
 

President Erdogan warns that Turkey may hit YPG in Syria at night without warning 

Turkish forces may hit Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) and People's Protection Units (YPG) targets in Syria at 

any moment, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan stated in an interview with the Hurriyet news outlet on April 30.  

Erdogan also criticised the recent deployment of US forces along areas of the northern Syria border with Turkey 

and that what he termed as ‘US support for such groups’ – meaning the YPG who come under the secular 

Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) – ‘must come to an end’ Erdogan said he would bring the matter up at a 

scheduled meeting with President Donald Trump this month. 

 

UNOCHA Mosul update report as at April 30 

In its latest situation report (31) released on April 30, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(UNOCHA) reported that as of April 30, a total of 489,000 people are displaced from Mosul, some 419,000 of 

those individuals from western Mosul city alone, according to the Iraqi authorities. This includes some 5,000 

people who fled from Tel Afar, west of Mosul, to Sahlej in the Zummar area northwest of Mosul, before being 

transported from Zummar to newly accessible areas and camps. Since the start of operations on October 17, 

2016, 580,384 people have been displaced from Mosul, according to data from the government of Iraq.   

 

Sadr appoints his nephew to oversee the political activities of the Sadrist movement 

In a meeting with the ministers of defence and interior in Muqtada al-Sadr's Najaf office May 3, Sadr's nephew 

Ahmed al-Sadr stood directly behind his uncle in what was taken as the younger Sadr's introduction as the 

second-highest authority of the Sadrist movement after Muqtada al-Sadr himself.  Ahmed al-Sadr is the son of 

Muqtada brother Mustafa al-Sadr, Ahmed.  He studied political science at Beirut University, where he completed 

a master's degree.  Ahmed al-Sadr was recently appointed to head the newly formed committee to administer 

the Sadrist initiatives for political reform and the post-liberation period. Leading the political committees means 

that Ahmed al-Sadr's mission will be political and not religious. This separation will allow the movement's political 
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body to later become a political party under Iraqi law, which prohibits the formation of political parties on a 

religious or sectarian basis. Muqtada al-Sadr himself would become the movement's guide or mentor. 

 

PM Abadi denies talks with US on keeping troops after IS defeat 

US combat troops will not stay on in Iraq after the fight against IS is over, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said in 

a statement on May 5. The statement followed an Associated Press report on talks between Iraq and the US 

about maintaining US forces in the country. The report cited comments by US and Iraqi officials over ongoing 

talks about the future of US forces post IS.  The report claimed that US officials had emphasized that discussions 

were in early stages and that ‘nothing has been finalized.’ Both officials were reported to have spoken on 

condition of anonymity.  In his statement, Abadi emphasized there are no foreign combat troops on Iraqi soil, 

only trainers, advisers and experts from several countries. Abadi added that the Iraqi government has not agreed 

with any country about their military role with Iraq after achieving victory over IS.      

Foreign Affairs 
 

Islamic State kills large number of refugees near Syria-Iraq border  

IS militants are reported to have killed and wounded dozens of Iraqi and Syrian refugees in the area of Rajem al-

Salibi in the south of Syria's Hasakah Province, near to the Iraqi border.  Reports claimed that dozens of armed 

IS militants riding on motorcycles and in cars approached 300 refugee families from Iraq's Mosul and Syria's Deir 

Ezzor who were waiting overnight on May 2 in a makeshift, temporary stopover on their way to nearby al-Houl 

refugee camp.  At least five suicide attackers were also involved according to Rami Abdel, a spokesman for the 

Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which monitors conflicts in Syria.  Initial reports placed the death toll in the 

20s, but later reports estimated between 35-45 civilians were killed in the attack.   

 

Trump administration ready for long-term military presence in Iraq, Afghanistan 

According to media reports, the Trump administration is negotiating a proposal with the Iraqi government for a 

continued presence of US troops in Iraq after the ongoing campaign against the Islamic State militants is 

over.  The US media reported earlier this week that the Trump administration also wants to keep US and NATO 

troops in Afghanistan for as long as it takes to stabilise that war-torn country.  Such reports indicate that the US 

military involvement in both Iraq and Afghanistan will continue, at least in the foreseeable future.  When asked 

recently if he could foresee an expanded footprint of US troops in Iraq, Col John Dorrian, the military spokesman 

for the US-led Operation Inherent Resolve stated that "the presence of the [US] force there seems to be a 

stabilising presence." At a news briefing at the Pentagon, Dorrian also said since the beginning of 2015 the US 

has trained more than 96,000 Iraqi security forces but the need to replenish these forces with fresh troops would 

require continued US military presence in the country. Separate reports have also claimed that Iraq Prime 

Minister Haider al-Abadi has directly asked the Trump administration to keep US troops in his country even after 

the fight against IS is concluded. 

Economy 
 

IS damage to Iraq estimated at $37 billion 

The damage which IS has caused to the infrastructure of Iraq are estimated to be around $37 billion according to 

a report citing Abdulzahra al-Hindawi, the spokesperson for the Iraqi Ministry of Planning.  According to Hindawi, 

the figure does not include the damages to the houses and personal possessions of residents of the war-torn 

areas.  Hindawi added that the Ministry of Planning conducted a survey in a number of areas in northern and 

western Iraq that had been liberated from IS and founds that as much as 80% of some areas has been 

completely destroyed.  

 

Iraqi officials report that Mosul Dam now stable; experts however continue to question its stability 

After six months of intensified repairs, Iraqi officials claim the massive Mosul Dam has been saved from 

impending disaster. But experts say it will always be at risk of collapse and will need constant maintenance.  In a 

statement on May 5, Hassan Janabi, Iraq's minister of water resources said that the dam was now stable and no 
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longer a danger.  Italian company Trevi started repairs in October 2016.  Carlo Crippa, the project manager, said 

the dam structure now shows no significant signs of distress. However, constant maintenance will be necessary, 

as the rocks of the foundations are prone to dissolution due to the circulation of water.  Despite these 

assurances, experts who have studied the dam structure say it remains far from safe.  Azzam Alwash, an Iraqi-

American civil engineer who has served as an adviser on the dam pointed out that sinkholes remain in the dam's 

reservoir, making it vulnerable to pressure from water flows.  Nadhir al-Ansari, professor of water resources and 

environmental engineering at Lulea University in Sweden and a published expert on the Mosul Dam, agreed that 

the risk remains.  Ansari pointed out that Janadi’s comments that the dam was no longer in danger refer to the 

fact that the dam is already past its flooding season, which peaks in April, adding that ‘we will have the same 

problem every year in April.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Reporting from Kirkuk province has been relatively subdued, with low-level criminality reported in the city and 

ongoing airstrikes in the IS-held Hawija pocket in the south west of the province. One notable incident saw the 

Deputy Director of North Gas Company was reportedly killed along with a bodyguard in a SAF attack near a 

checkpoint in the ‘June 1st’ area in the south of the city.  

IS in Hawija are understood to have begun construction of a trench/berm system in the district, purportedly to 

prevent the continued IDP flight that has characterised much of the area’s reporting in recent months.  

Diyala province’s Abu Saida area in Muqdadiyah district has seen a short spate of IED and shooting incidents, 

which may be linked with tribal feuding, in addition to insurgent activity. Tribal clashes reportedly erupted 

following several mortar shells landing in Abu Saida, 30km north east of Baqubah. Tigris operations command 

also reported that clearance operations in Abu Saida saw one safe-house destroyed and several IEDs disarmed 

in Abu Karma village, 20km north east of Baqubah. A senior ISF officer was also reported killed in an IED strike 

against his vehicle whilst transiting the outskirts of Kan'an sub-district near the provincial capital.  North of 

Baqubah, in the provincial seam, IS reportedly killed 14 of its own militants for fleeing clashes with ISF in the 

recent clearance of Mutaibijah, and an IS ‘senior leader’ was reportedly killed along with two of his bodyguards in 

‘internal fighting’ in Abu Bakir village, approximately 70km north of Baqubah.  
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Other ISF actions north of Baqubah this week have also seen the reported death of an IS commander in a PMU 

mortar bombardment and the arrest a militant purportedly travelling from Kirkuk to Baghdad to ‘supervise’ terror 

attacks. Elsewhere in the province, PMU reported fending off an attack by IS militants on a security checkpoint in 

Naft Khana near the Iranian border. 

Southern Salah ad-Din province has this week seen several SVIED incidents, highlighting again the continuing 

capability for IS to facilitate such attacks on Baghdad’s periphery, as well as the relative efficacy of ISF in 

disrupting this activity. Samarra operations command reported foiling one suicide attack targeting the private 

residence of tribal elder and former MP, south of Samarra. Further north, near the eastern boundary with Diyala, 

IED incidents in Tuz have caused both insurgent and security force casualties. On May 1, an IS senior 

commander and his son in-law were reportedly killed in an IED strike on their vehicle whilst travelling through 

Albu Rayash village towards Hawija.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Further attacks on ISF positions in the west of the province have seen significant ISF casualties reported, though 

subsequent ISF actions looks set to disrupt such activity in the short–term. On May 2, ten ISF members were 

reportedly killed by IS militants in an attack on a security outpost in al-Sakkar, east of Rubah, and a further attack 

the following day saw ISF apparently fend off another attempt in Kilo 140 (150km west of Ramadi). On May 4, 

ISF reported launching a clearance search operation in the desert between Kilo 160 and Kilo 170. This coincided 

with an announcement by PM Abadi that he is to send reinforcements to the province to help secure the borders 

with Syria.   

 

In other reporting, as many as six people were reportedly killed and up to eight wounded in an SVBIED attack in 

Haditha, 120km northwest of Ramadi in the Euphrates River Valley (ERV). Thirteen people were injured, 

including six ISF personnel, when two IS suicide bombers wearing explosive vests detonated themselves at a 

police station in the al-Malaab area of Ramadi. A legacy IED also claimed the life of one civilian and wounded 

another in Saqlawiyah, north of Fallujah.  

 

Also in the ERV, ISF in Hit, 50km northwest of Ramadi, reportedly arrested two militants attempting to move 

IEDs into the town. In Fallujah’s southern Al-Naimiyah district, ISF reported the recovery of a significant IED 

cache.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

No significant security events have been reported in Baghdad in this period. Low-level IED activity has also 

remained subdued, with only low-yield intimidation attacks, likely linked to personal or criminal rivalries, reported 

against private residences reported for most of the week. However, the last 48hrs has seen two fatal incidents, 

including a UVIED attack, both in West Rashid. 

 

On the city limits, three policemen were wounded in a blast targeting their patrol in Arab Jabour, south of 

Baghdad on May 5, and another device earlier in the week injured a civilian in a coffee shop in Jisr Diyala on 

May 3 (depicted on map, but captured in graph figures for ‘Central’ region on page 6). A number of fatal SAF 

exchanges and targeted shooting incidents were also reported, appearing principally to be linked to tribal or 

militia activity in the east of the city.  

 

In other reporting from April 28, ISF seized 17 ‘Grad rockets’ and detained several militants during a raid at an 

unspecified location in the city. Press reporting suggests that the rockets were intended for ‘terrorist’ attacks 

against Baghdad, but did not specify the grouping involved.  
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

The wider province again saw a higher number of incidents than the capital, but also in line with historical trends.  

 

No high-profile attacks were conducted or intercepted in the outlying province this week, though two suicide 

attacks were reportedly foiled near a security outpost in the northern provincial district of Tarmiyah. ISF also 

reportedly shot and killed three militants wearing SVESTs in Abu Ghraib during a series of raids around the 

district that also saw three counter-terror arrests.  

Low-level IED activity saw only seven detonations, of which five were fatal. In the north, one person was killed 

and another wounded when an IED detonated outside shops in Tarmiyah. A school teacher was killed by a 

UVIED affixed to his car whilst transiting Zaidan area of Abu Ghraib west of Baghdad. Another device in the 

district also killed one person. In the provincial south, one person was killed and two injured when an IED 

detonated outside a café in Mahmudiyah, and another device in Madain, in the south east, killed one and injured 

three when it detonated near local markets.  

In other reporting, an unnamed IS commander was reported killed by ISF during a raid in Sayed Abdullah in 

southern Baghdad. In the same area, a Sunni militia member was reported killed in a SAF attack. A shooting 

attack was also reported against an ISF position in the north. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In the south this week incidents were in-line with established trends, characterized again by low-level violence 

associated with criminality and personal or tribal disputes. In Babel, one person was reportedly killed and 11 

wounded when an SVBIED detonated at a checkpoint in Jurf Sakhar. Reporting indicates that this SVBIED was 

intended for an attack into Baghdad and detonated against a target of opportunity when intercepted at the 

checkpoint. Also on Baghdad’s periphery, Wasit provincial officials are understood to have reached a 

compromise with GoI/ISF regarding the construction of the Baghdad security wall.  

 

In Basra, the most significant incident happened overnight on May 4/5. A tribal shoot-out erupted in Timiniyah, 

Basra city around 11 pm last night, lasting until around dawn. Basra police and SWAT surrounded the district 

and made several arrests. Also in Basra city, an early morning raid reportedly saw one ISF member killed in a 

SAF exchange. Following the incident, a joint detachment of IA and IPS commenced a cordon-and-search 

operation in al-Hussein district (formerly al-Hayyaniah) of Basra, searching for wanted individuals and 

confiscating illegal weapons.  

 

Outside of Basra city, three incidents of tribal violence were reported on May 5/6 in Hartha and Qarmat Ali, north 

of the city, and in Tanuma to the north east. No casualties or arrests were reported. The incident in Hartha 

reportedly saw medium machine gun and indirect weapons fire, which is unusual though not unprecedented. 

 

Elsewhere in the south, ISF in Maysan have reported seizures of weapons and ammunition in raids around the 

province. This followed earlier reporting that PM Abadi had sent two IA battalions to help deal with tribal violence 

in an operation named ‘Prance of the Lion.’  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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