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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 The religious month of Ramadan will see security plans implemented across most provinces in Iraq, probably 

involving increased troop deployments and enhanced security procedures. Busy periods should be expected 

around daybreak but especially in the evening around sunset. In the morning families will gather for ‘Suhoor’ – 

the last meal before fasting begins. In the evening families gather for ‘Iftar’ – the breaking of the fast. Markets 

are usually busy in the evenings as people prepare for the evening gathering and feast. Such gatherings will 

be attractive targets for Sunni militants, who will continue violence targeting the Shia civilian population 

throughout the month. It is almost certain a number of high-profile attacks will be attempted during this period, 

although activity should be broadly within established parameters. 

 

 As the operation in West Mosul continues, and following the destruction of the highly symbolic al-Nouri 

mosque, there is a heightened risk of high-profile attacks in permissive areas across Iraq including Baghdad, 

Salah ad Din and Diyala, as IS retains intent to increase sectarian tensions and force a redeployment of ISF 

resources away from Mosul. This is underlined by recent VBIED attacks in Shia-dominated areas of Baghdad 

City as well as multiple lower level IEDs, especially in eastern Baghdad. With ethno-sectarian tensions 

currently heightened in Kirkuk, there is also an increased possibility of high-profile attacks in Kirkuk City, 

although IS capability to conduct such an attack is assessed as less than in those areas with a majority Sunni 

demographic. An increase in attacks can also be expected in eastern Anbar, in particular the cities of Ramadi 

and Fallujah, as evidenced by recent high-profile attacks in the region.  

 
 The security footprint and other local factors in the central and southern regions of Iraq, particularly in 

Baghdad, will severely constrain IS ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the sort seen in the north 

and the west of the country, though the threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an 

increased level of ISF deliberate actions to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul 

operation, especially in the northern areas of Baghdad province. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is 

possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical 

Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited reporting has 

already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in 

areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security 

forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country.  In the long-term, there will 

be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the 

contribution in the national campaign against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

EU considers Iraq security mission after Mosul falls 
The European Union may send a new security mission to help stabilise Iraq after the expected recapture of 

Mosul from Islamic State, diplomats said, cautioning that plans were at an early stage.   

IS destroys highly symbolic al-Nouri mosque 
Reporting from Mosul in this period has been dominated by the destruction of the Old City’s al-Nouri mosque by 

IS, as ISF’s CTS closed to around 100m of the facility. The mosque was highly significant to IS, being widely 

associated with the group’s claims to legitimate statehood as the location from which Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 

proclaimed the ‘Caliphate’ in June 2014.’ Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said that the destruction of the Al-

Nuri mosque by IS was effectively an “announcement of the group's [own] defeat" but highlighted that pockets 

remained within the Old City, and that the group still presented a threat to Iraq through its remaining havens in 

the country. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

24 June 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [6]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Mosul 
 

Tactical Update 
Reporting from Mosul in this period has been dominated by the destruction of the Old City’s al-Nouri mosque by 

IS, as ISF’s CTS closed to around 100m of the facility.  

 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said that the destruction of the Al-Nuri mosque by IS was effectively an 

“announcement of the group's [own] defeat" but highlighted that pockets remained within the Old City, and that 

the group still presented a threat to Iraq through its remaining havens in the country. (Press reporting on June 20 

stated that only 300 IS fighters remained in Mosul, down from around 6000 when the battle for Mosul first started 

in October 2016.)  Abadi also indicated continuing cooperation with Regime and other anti-IS forces in 

neighbouring Syria. Abadi also vowed to rebuild the mosque and all other archaeological sites and shrines 

destroyed by IS in Iraq, a sentiment echoed by Iraq President Fuad Masum.  

 

Three Iraqi officers were reportedly wounded as IS militants launched a chemical attack from the Old City in 

order to hinder advancing government troops. The mortar landed near a CTS squad and three officers suffered 

intense vomiting and rashes from what is thought to be mustard gas. According to Iraqi press the incident was 

the tenth recorded time that chemicals had been used against ISF since the Mosul operation began last October. 

Iraqi forces were also reportedly to have foiled an attempt by IS to recapture government buildings in Dindan, 

western Mosul. A security source stated that on June 20 that 23 militants had been killed in Iraqi air strikes as 

fighters attempted to infiltrate into the neighbourhood. The source also stated that militants were purportedly 

attempting to seize back key facilities in the government complex, such as the judiciary house and the local 

police headquarters.  

 

In the east of the city, IS have continued to target civilians and security forces, with several attempted or 

successful suicide attacks and apparent attempts at infiltration and hostile reconnaissance. Two suicide bombers 

were reported to have killed at least six people in an attack on Muthanna market in East Mosul on Friday; ISF 

subsequently imposed a curfew, and later reported shooting dead a suicide attacker in East Mosul’s southern 

Sumer neighbourhood. A second successful attack, killing or wounding an unknown number of people, was also 

reported in another market in the east of the city.  

 

West of Mosul, PMU reported repelling an IS attack in Tel Zalat, with 30 militants killed. They also reported 

attacks in Tal Asfuq and Umm al-Messis villages near the Syrian border, resulting in ten militants killed including 

three suicide bombers 

 

Concerns remain for the civilian population of which around 100,000 are thought to remain in the Mosul. 

Reporting from June 22 stated that IS intended to systematically execute civilians fleeing the Old City. The 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has stated that it is alarmed by the situation of civilians still 

trapped and that civilians in particular must be allowed to leave the area to seek medical care. Around 90 

percent of victims seen by the ICRC's surgical team have wounds from gunshots, shelling, and bombs. "We're 

seeing dozens of new patients a day, including children and the elderly, [many of whom] died soon after 

reaching us" said an emergency room specialist in west Mosul.  "Residents are being forced to make impossible 

life and death choices as they seek to flee the violence."  

 

According to unconfirmed reporting, Mosul City Council also made a decision on June 20 to deport all families of 

IS members, relocating them to special camps for ‘rehabilitation’.  The council said in a statement it will no longer 

allow families of IS members to arrive in the liberated areas of Mosul and the surrounding areas. Families who 

have already been received by the local authorities as migrants will be deported and sheltered in special camps, 

where they will be psychologically and ideologically rehabilitated and integrated with society once they are 
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responsive to that process.  The decision also banned internal migration in the city of Mosul, in order to ensure 

that returning families are returned to the very same residences they occupied before 2014, when IS took control 

over the city. However, an exception has been made exception for people who have lost their original dwellings.   

 

Security 
 

EU considers Iraq security mission after Mosul falls 
The European Union may send a new security mission to help stabilise Iraq after the expected recapture of 

Mosul from Islamic State, diplomats said, cautioning that plans were at an early stage. EU foreign ministers will 

held their first discussion on June 19 in Luxembourg to consider the deployment of an EU Security Sector 

Reform Advice and Assist Team which could train Iraq security officials, according to a draft statement seen by 

international press. Iraq has formally requested EU help, diplomats said.  

 

Eradication of IS in Iraq Still Months Away - Says Senior US Commander 

Brigadier General William Turner, the US-led coalition’s Deputy Commanding General for Sustainment, has 

stated that the defeat of IS in all of Iraq “is still months away”. The General said that the ISF, supported by the 

US-led coalition, have been combatting IS in Mosul for more than eight months, and IS is now isolated in the old 

city in West Mosul, but a ‘tough fight’ will continue.  

 

If alive, Baghdadi has lost influence over his caliphate, says coalition 

According to a spokesman, the US-led coalition is not able to confirm whether IS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is 

alive or dead. If he is alive, however, he is not able to lead or direct the militants fighting for his caliphate. “He 

has not been able to influence what is currently happening in Raqqa or Mosul or overall in IS as they continue to 

lose their physical caliphate”, spokesperson Col. Ryan Dillon told media on June 23.    

 

Hashd al-Shaabi to establish independent air force 

The Iraqi Popular Mobilisation Units (PMUs) stated on June 21 that they were planning on establishing their own 

air force independent from the Iraqi government.  The PMU, also known as Hashd al-Shaabi, in a statement 

released on its website, said that they want an air force department to exclusively serve their militia.  The 

statement added that officials have been in contact with the Iraqi Air Force and its commander and have 

expressed their desire to establish their air force and have achieved "positive results 

 

U.N. says 5 million Iraqi children in need of urgent humanitarian aid 

The United Nations said on June 21 that conflict in Iraq has left more than 5 million children in need of urgent 

humanitarian aid after the emergency situation created in the country due to the rise of Islamic State in 2014.  As 

a result of violence in west Mosul 23 children have been killed and 123 have been injured in less than two 

months, the United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) said in a statement.   

 

UNICEF: nearly 300 children in Iraq kidnapped, recruited by IS 

The UN has warned that Iraqi children are being recruited by IS militants to defend their foothold in the country.  

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) pointed to the extremist group’s “brutal tactics” of using child 

soldiers in one of the most vicious wars in history 

Political 
 
Iraq ask UN to extend its mission in Iraq 

The Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari, reportedly called on the United Nations to extend the work of its 

mission in Baghdad during a meeting with the representative of the Secretary General of the United Nations, Jan 

Kubiš on June 19.   
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National Accord and Sadrists form new coalition 

According to press reporting the Sadrist movement (Ahrar) have agreed with the National Accord (Wataniya), to 

form a new electoral coalition ahead of next year’s parliamentary elections.  The coalition will be led by the head 

of the National Accord and Iraqi Vice President, Iyad Allawi.   

 

Abadi says Iraq not battlefield for "proxy wars" 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said that his country will not be a battlefield for "proxy wars". Addressing 

a number of journalists, Abadi said: "Our decision is set on not allowing our lands to be used to attack any 

neighbouring country. Iraq has to be a point of convergence, not conflict".  

Foreign Affairs 
 

Iraqi PM Abadi arrives in Saudi Arabia at start of Middle East tour 
Iraq’s Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi arrived in Saudi Arabia on June 19, the first leg of a Middle East tour that 

will also include Iran and Kuwait, in a diplomatic effort to foster regional reconciliation, his office said. Abadi’s 

visit to Saudi Arabia aims to promote reconciliation between the Sunni Muslim kingdom and majority Shi’ite Iraq 

and also to help heal deep and bitter divisions between Iraq’s Shi’ites and its Sunni Muslim minority.  

 

Baghdad, Riyadh agree to swap suspected jihadists 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia have agreed to a prisoner exchange involving Islamic State group fighters and Iraqi 

militiamen during bilateral talks this week, a high-ranking official in the Iraqi Council of Ministers told Iraqi 

press.  Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and Saudi King Salman reportedly agreed to exchange dozens of 

alleged Saudi IS fighters imprisoned in Iraq for two Iraqis who are accused of being members of Shia pro-Iranian 

militias during talks in Riyadh on June 20 

 

Saudi king: "All doors open" for cooperation with Iraq, appoints new Crown Prince 
A statement released following talks between the King Salman of Saudi Arabia and Iraqi Prime Minister Haider 

al-Abadi in Mecca on June 19 said the two leaders discussed means to boost cooperation and ties between both 

countries in all fields.   

 

Iraqi PM Arrives in Tehran for High-Level Talks 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi left Saudi Arabia on June 20, arriving in Iran on the same day.  Iran is the 

second stop in a three-day regional trip that also includes Kuwait.  Al-Abadi, along with a high-ranking delegation 

which includes five ministers of his cabinet, are visiting Tehran in order to discuss regional issues, and were 

welcomed by Iranian Minister of Industry, Mine, and Trade Mohammad Reza Nematzadeh at Mehrabad airport.   

 
Iraq PM, Iranian officials discuss ties, fighting "terrorism" 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has discussed with Iranian officials means of boosting bilateral relations as 

well as uniting efforts to fight terrorism.  A statement posted on the prime minister's official website on 21 June 

said that Abadi held talks with Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani during his visit to Tehran on regional 

issues of mutual concern.   

 

Iran should stop interfering in Iraq, Iraqi VP Allawi says 
Iran's support to Shi'ite groups in Iraq is obstructing efforts to bridge the sectarian divide ahead of a 

parliamentary election next year, Iraqi Vice President Iyad Allawi said on June 16 

 

Iranian Ambassador calls on his country's investors to be more active in Iraq  
Iranian Ambassador to Baghdad Iraj Masjedi has called on Iranian companies and investors to be more active 

and serious in the Iraqi market in order to support the “brotherly” Iraqi people and help rebuild Iraq 
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Iran launches missiles into eastern Syria, targets IS 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) said it launched a missile strike targeting militants in eastern Syria on 

June 18. Iran's military said it had launched several missiles into eastern Syria, targeting Islamic State fighters in 

retaliation for the twin attacks that hit Tehran on June 7 

 

Abadi discusses cooperation with Kuwait to rebuild Iraq 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and Kuwait's Emir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah have 

discussed means of enhancing bilateral cooperation to rebuild Iraq during Abadi’s current visit to the 

country.  The prime minister's official website reported on 21 June that during his visit to Kuwait, Abadi called for 

improving development efforts to serve the interests of both peoples and boost security and stability in the region 

 

Qatar row: Arab states send list of steep demands 
Four Arab states have sent Qatar a list of 13 demands it must meet if it wants them to lift their sanctions.  Saudi 

Arabia, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain are asking the Gulf state to shut down its broadcaster, Al 

Jazeera.  They are also asking Qatar to reduce ties with Iran and close a Turkish military base - all within 10 

days.   

Economy 
 

Iraq 2017 target for oil expansion within reach 
Iraq’s ambition to boost oil-output capacity to a record 5mn bpd is “not unrealistic” as the country prepares for the 

end of OPEC-mandated supply limits, according to analysts.  Iraq, which has been rehabilitating its oil industry 

after years of conflict, has vowed to keep expanding capacity while respecting an Organisation of Petroleum 

Exporting Countries’ accord that will limit its production until next April.  

 

Iran to export gas to Iraq 
Under a long awaited contract, Iran began exporting its gas to Iraq on June 21. Iran’s Deputy Minister of 

Petroleum for International Affairs and Trading Amir-Hossein Zamaninia has said that in the first phase, the 

country will export 7 million cubic metres of gas per day to neighbouring Iraq.  

 

Iraq's Oil Exports in June near May levels 
Iraq's oil exports from fields owned by the central government in Baghdad are at around 3.27 million barrels per 

day (bpd) so far in June, about the same level as in May, Oil Minister Jabar al-Luaibi said. Total exports for all 

fields in Iraq, those of Baghdad and the Kurdish region in the north, have averaged 3.8 million bpd so far in June, 

he told Reuters in the southern oil city of Basra.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Reporting in this period has again been characterised by clearance operations and tribal violence in Diyala, anti-

IS or activity (or factional fighting) in Hawijah, and anti-IS actions throughout Kirkuk and Salah ad-Din. 

IS is understood to be ‘mobilising’ militants in Hawijah and several hundred surrounding villages to attack Kirkuk 

city, according to provincial security officials, who also highlighting escalated increasing IS IED activity in the 

northern Dibis district.  

 

In-keeping with such statements, security forces in Kirkuk have also detained 39 suspects and wanted persons 

in an operation inside the city, a senior official said on June 23.  The Director-General of Kirkuk Police, Khatab 

Omer, said during a press conference the operation was conducted around the Adala and Qoriya police stations 

and the neighbourhoods of Panja Ali, Domiz and Miqdadiya.  Omer added the operation was carried out in order 

to detain sleeper cells of extremist groups in the governorate of Kirkuk.  

 

ISF have also reportedly destroyed a tunnel network used by IS militants in Hawijah and killed 18 militants. "The 

War Media Cell stated that the Iraqi Air Force had destroyed an Islamic State tunnel network and killed five of 

them in Hawijah, based on information from the intelligence service".  
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In neighbouring Salah ad-Din province, ISF have repelled an attack by IS at the Sidiq military air base near the 

province’s eastern Tuz Khurmatu district. According to Iraqi press, four IS gunmen wearing suicide belts attacked 

the air base on the morning of June 18 just after the morning call to prayer. ISF are understood to have shot and 

killed two of the four attackers, and that the others detonated their devices while inside a building at the air base. 

IS earlier claimed responsibility for the attack through its self-styled news agency Amaq, saying that US advisers 

were present at the air base at the time of the attack without giving any more information.  

 

Other reporting from the Hawijah enclave, including eastern Shirqat in Salah ad-Din, indicates on-going, low-

level asymmetric attacks against IS. An explosion was reported in the vicinity of an IS ‘HQ’ facility, and a woman 

with IS’ ‘modesty police’ was attacked and wounded by unknown assailants. Three militants stationed at a 

checkpoint in Hawijah were also reported to have died by deliberate poisoning of food at their checkpoint. Three 

IS militants were also reported to have gone missing in Shirqat, prompting a 'massive campaign of raids' by IS to 

locate the men.. In possibly related reporting, Seals on IS administrative documents in Kirkuk province no longer 

bear the group’s name, according to a local source on June 19.  The source told Iraqi press that IS had 

reportedly adopted new seals for their administrative paperwork that do not include the term “Islamic State”, 

which is normally present at all stamps.  Though the source said he was unable to explain the surprise change, 

he said it could be indicative of steep splits within the group.  

 

ISF and PMU in Diyala conducted a joint operation to clear Naft Khana, 90km east of Baqubah. The operation 

has seen the destruction of an IS fuel depot and safe-house, as well as the seizure of a supply cache.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

ISF have recaptured the al-Walid border crossing with Syria from IS, according to the army's War Media Cell on 

June 17. "The command of the border forces launched a large-scale operation named the 'New Dawn' to liberate 

areas of the western border strip... the offensive resulted in the liberation of al-Walid border crossing and the 

remaining part of the strip linking Syria, Iraq and Jordan". The statement added that Sunni tribal fighters were 

taking part in the operation, which was launched from three axes. Unconfirmed reporting has stated that large 

formations of the Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) had also recently arrived on the international highway, 

though the United States is understood to have demanded that PMUs remain in the Kilo 160 area near the 

international borders, and warned against PMU participation in the operation. However, on June 20, the Border 

Protection Force supported by PMU elements reported clearing 80km along the Iraq-Syria border from al-Walid 

border crossing toward al-Qaim. In related reporting, Sunni militia are also understood to have launched an 

offensive to liberate Akashat in the west of the province, and supporting airstrikes reportedly killed one civilian 

and wounded several others injured in the district. IS has also reportedly claimed killing 17 Iraqi soldiers in an 

attack near the al-Tanaf border crossing with Syria. 

An Iraqi airstrike has destroyed the single bridge over the Euphrates River in Rawah, 230 km west of Ramadi in 

the Euphrates River Valley aiming at cutting off IS supply route into the city.  

In other reporting, IS have continued to target population centres with high profile attacks; on June 23 ISF shot 

and killed three suicide bombers in Baghdadi, approximately 80km north west of Ramadi in the Euphrates River 

valley, while a fourth detonated his device, killing and wounding several people in a private home. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

Baghdad was again relatively subdued in-terms of low-level IED activity, with only two non-lethal devices 

reported within the city limits in East and West Rashid. However a VBIED detonation in Nariyah in New Baghdad 

on June 23 was reported to have killed two and wounded seven. Local sources indicate a second device may 

have been disarmed or control detonated in New Baghdad the same evening, though this has not been 

confirmed by officials. This also follows an attack in the west of the province where an SVBIED likely intended for 

the city detonated at Checkpoint Falcons, killing seven people 
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

On June 22 seven people were reported killed and seven others wounded when an SVBIED detonated at 

Checkpoint Falcons near the western boundary with Anbar province. ISF also cleared a VBIED in the northern 

Mushaihdah district and dismantled an explosive vest during a cordon and search operation in Madain in the 

southeast. 

Low-level activity in the wider province has seen fatal low-level IED attacks in Tarmiyah and Taji in the north, and 

in Mahmudiyah and Yusifiyah to the south. All four targeted security force elements on patrol. A non-fatal attack 

was also reported against a civilian vehicle in Jisr Diyala, to the immediate south east of the city limits. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Sporadic clashes between rival tribesmen in north Basra Province again underlined the volatility of rural areas 

north of Basra City, though the deployment of additional security personnel and assurances by the Basra 

Provincial Council (BPC) security committee is unlikely to interrupt the cycle of retaliatory violence associated 

with such tribal disputes.  

 

In what is likely to have been an intimidation attack a senior Basra judge was targeted in the al-Muhandisin area 

of Qibla. The judge and two of the guards escaped with minor injuries but a third bodyguard suffered major 

injuries. Dozens of other legal professionals demonstrated the following day outside the federal courthouse in 

Basra city to denounce the attack. 

 

Issues with local utilities and continuing high temperatures has manifested into recurrent protest action, with 

demonstrations throughout Basra and Qadisiyah (Dhi Qar province).  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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