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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Following the clearance of Mosul, there is an elevated likelihood of coordinated reprisal attacks into population 

centres across the north, west and centre of Iraq, though these will likely be constrained by resources and the 

security footprint, particularly in Baghdad. IS may also attempt to increase their attack tempo in eastern Anbar, 

with the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah likely to be key targets for high-profile attacks. Operations to retake Tal 

Afar are imminent, with military units now prepositioned and shaping operations continuing in the area. 

 

 Two SVBIED attacks in Basra province on May 19, and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9 exhibit 

IS retains intent and capability for attacks in the southern provinces. Additionally an SVBIED attack occurred in 

northern Babel on July 26 targeting a PMU checkpoint. The region remains assessed as non-permissive for IS 

to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathisers in the 

region remaining isolated.  

 

 The security footprint and other local factors in the central and southern regions, particularly in Baghdad, will 

severely constrain IS ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the type reported in the north and the west 

of the country. The threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an increased level of 

ISF deliberate actions to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, 

especially in the northern areas of Baghdad province. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is 

possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical 

Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited reporting has 

already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in 

areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security 

forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country.  In the long-term, there will 

be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the 

contribution in the national campaign against IS. 

 

 While the Mosul operation has refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraqi parliament votes to merge provincial and parliamentary elections for April 2018 
Media reports have claimed that the Council of Representatives (CoR) in the Iraqi parliament voted on August 7 

to merge the September provincial elections with the parliamentary elections set for April 2018. 

Iraqi PM says PMU will not be disbanded, but will remain under ‘state’ authority 
In a statement on August 5, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi reiterated that ‘Hashed al-Shaabi’ the Popular 

Mobilisation Units (PMU) are under the operational authority of the Iraqi state and the religious authority of Shia 

cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, vowing not to dismantle the paramilitary units. 

US coalition denies strikes against PMU on Iraq/Syria border; later claimed by IS 
The US led coalition denied that its forces attacked PMU affiliated Sayyed al-Shuhada (Brigade of Martyrs) Shia 

militia forces along the Iraq-Syria border near Akashat in western Anbar on August 7, which was reported to 

have killed a large number of PMU personnel. On August 8, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said that following an 

investigation there was no evidence that coalition forces were responsible for the attack.  The following day the 

Iraqi army also stated that the US-led coalition was not involved in the attack. IS subsequently claimed 

responsibility for the attack against the PMU forces near Al-Tanf, which it claimed killed at least 60 PMU 

members. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 

 

Iraq’s ambassador to the US speaks on reconstruction and ‘psychological assistance’ for Iraq 

In a statement published on August 5, Iraq’s Ambassador to the US Fareed Yasseen described the demands of 

reconstruction in Iraq as ‘humongous’.  Yasseen also said that besides the stabilisation and reconstruction effort, 

Iraq also needs help from the international community with ‘a massive effort in psychological assistance’ for 

survivors of violence in the country. Yasseen commented that the humanitarian and stabilization work in the 
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liberated areas is going remarkably well, according to the UN humanitarian coordinator in Iraq.  Yasseen added 

that the current priority remains the stabilization of the liberated areas, which will then move forward to 

reconstruction.  On the latter he said that the reconstruction demands for Iraq will be huge, take years and be 

costly.  He added that no one has yet come up with a definitive figure for the cost of reconstruction, but it will 

likely run into ‘billions’.   

 

Statement following President Masum’s visit to Tehran for Rouhani inauguration 

A statement on August 6 from the office of the President said that President of the Republic Fuad Masum 

discussed with his Iranian counterpart Hassan Rouhani the means of promoting bilateral relations and issues of 

mutual interest between the two countries.  The two met following the August 5 inauguration ceremony in Tehran 

marking Rouhani second term as president, which was attended by foreign dignitaries from 92 countries.  The 

statement said that Masum stressed the importance of the historic relations between the two countries and the 

need to promote them in the fields of industry and agriculture. He pointed out that Iraq can benefit from Iranian 

expertise and called for the activation of a ‘joint committee’ for cooperation in the oil and environment 

sectors.  Masum congratulated the Iranian President on his re-election and said that he is certain that the coming 

stage will witness a further promotion of relations between Iraq and Iran. Masum also praised Iran's aid to Iraq in 

its war against terrorism.   

 

Iraqi parliament votes to merge provincial and parliamentary elections for April 2018 

Media reports have claimed that the Council of Representatives (CoR) in the Iraqi parliament voted on August 7 

to merge the September provincial elections with the parliamentary elections set for April 2018. Al-Sumaria News 

citing an unnamed source within the CoR reported that the proposal to change the September election to 

coincide with next year’s parliamentary election was submitted by the legal committee within the CoR.   

 

Iraqi parliament revote on several provincial elections law articles  

A number of Iraqi media outlets have  reported on the August 6 meeting between the Speaker of the Iraqi 

Parliament, Saleem al-Jubouri, and the heads of a number of parliamentary blocs who had expressed concerns 

over several of the recently passed provincial elections law’s contentious articles. It was reported that the 

meeting saw an agreement to conduct a revote on several of the articles as well as keep the electoral ‘divisor’ for 

the Sainte-Laguë seat distribution method at 1.7 and not raising it to 1.9 as previously discussed.  Several of the 

smaller blocs including the Sadrist Al-Ahrar bloc and Iyad Allawi’s Wataniyya have called for the divisor to be 

lower; the Sadrists have also threatened a sit-in at the parliament over the issue. 

Security 

 

Iraqi PM says PMU will not be disbanded, but will remain under ‘state’ authority 

In a statement on August 5, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi reiterated that ‘Hashed al-Shaabi’ the Popular 

Mobilisation Units (PMU) are under the operational authority of the Iraqi state and the religious authority of Shia 

cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, vowing not to dismantle the paramilitary units.  Abadi’s comments came 

after Moqtada al-Sadr called on the Iraqi government to disband the PMU militia during a speech on August 4.  

Sadr called for the Iraqi government to dismantle the PMUs and integrate the ‘disciplined’ members into the Iraqi 

armed forces.  Sadr said that such a move would avoid potential sectarian and ethnic conflict.   

 

IS publication 'concedes’ Mosul defeat, but predicts a ‘bloodbath’ in Raqqa 

The latest edition of Islamic State's online propaganda magazine Rumiyah's had conceded defeat in Mosul, but 

promises resistance in Raqqa.  Raphael Gluck, a Washington DC-based counter-terror analyst, stated that one 

of the key themes in this latest issue was IS ‘framing’ its recent defeat in Mosul, and that IS now appears to have 

conceded Mosul’s fall to the Iraqi forces, lauding the brave fight its ‘soldiers’ mounted.  The issue also promises 

the fight for Raqqa in Syria will be a ‘bloodbath’, warning deadly booby trapped buildings and a wave of car and 

truck bombs await the anti-IS coalition.  Observers have commented that this latest edition is devoid of much of 

the regular insights and content, such as its ‘how-to’ guides giving information on terrorist tactics.  There was still 
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no official confirmation whether the group's leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is dead or alive, following recent 

speculation he had been killed in Syria.   

 

Further indications that the start of the Tal Afar offensive is imminent  

Media reports have claimed that coalition and Iraqi air assets targeted a number of ‘bridges and barricades’ 

within Tal Afar town on August 7, in preparation for the forthcoming offensive.  The reports also claimed that IS 

forces within Tal Afar had also destroyed buildings and roads within the town in an attempt to disrupt the 

advance of Iraqi forces.  Other media reports have claimed that ISF have stepped up their intelligence, 

surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) activity and that the logistical support for the forthcoming offensive is all 

but complete.  Separate reports also claimed that IS militants had been instructed to shave their beards and 

assume ‘civilian dress’ ahead of the expected assault.  The report also said that IS leaders had instructed its 

members to destroy IS related literature and emblems and called a ‘public Jihad’ for all those who can hold arms 

within the district.   

 

US coalition denies strikes against PMU on Iraq/Syria border; later claimed by IS 

The US led coalition has denied that its forces attacked PMU affiliated Sayyed al-Shuhada (Brigade of Martyrs) 

Shia militia forces along the Iraq-Syria border near Akashat in western Anbar on August 7.  Contradictory reports 

however claimed that IS had launched a large attack against PMU forces stationed in the border area north of 

Akashat on August 7 and that while the IS attack was repelled, PMU forcers had suffered heavy casualties.  

Speaking in his weekly news conference, aired by state-run Iraqia News TV on August 8, Prime Minister Haider 

al-Abadi said that following an investigation there was no evidence that coalition forces were responsible for the 

attack.  The following day the Iraqi army also stated that the US-led coalition were not involved in the August 7 

attack.  IS subsequently claimed responsibility for the attack PMU forces near Al-Tanf, which it claimed killed at 

least 60 PMU fighters and wounded dozens of others.  A later post by IS on the messaging app Telegram also 

reported that they had executed an Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) soldier captured during 

the operation.   

 

UN braces for new IDP influx from IS-held parts of Iraq 

The UN's humanitarian aid coordinator for Iraq says aid providers are bracing for the possible influx of hundreds 

of thousands of civilians as Iraqi forces prepare for the imminent start of operations to liberate the remaining Iraqi 

areas still under IS control. Lise Grande says teams are moving to areas near the expected operations in Tal 

Afar; Hawija in Kirkuk province and western Anbar province.  Grande stated that the UN and other aid agencies 

had been briefed in recent days about military ‘mustering points’ and planned evacuation routes.  During a news 

conference in Geneva on August 8, Grande also stated that while the fighting is over in Mosul, the humanitarian 

crisis in the country is far from over, pointing out that some 3.3 million people remain displaced from their homes 

across Iraq, including 700,000 people from Mosul alone. 

 

Iraq sentences 27 men to death for Camp Speicher massacre 

Iraq's central criminal court has sentenced 27 men to death after being convicted over the massacre of hundreds 

of military cadets from Camp Speicher near Tikrit in June 2014.  The massacre followed that capture of Camp 

Speicher as IS forces rapidly advanced south from Mosul in mid-2014.  The verdict is based on Article 4 of the 

Counter-Terrorism Law, the government-controlled Iraqia News TV reported on 8 August.  Most of the victims, 

estimated at between 900-1,700, were believed to be young Shia recruits who were based at Camp Speicher.   

 

US restricts the movement of its embassy personnel in Iraq over security concerns 

On August 9, the US embassy in Baghdad issued a precautionary warning to its personnel in Iraq and 

temporarily restricted the movement of its personnel outside of the International Zone in Baghdad, as well as 

outside of US Consulate Basra. In a statement on its official website, the embassy said that they are aware of 

reports of threats to target US government officials and other civilians for kidnapping; in response the embassy 

has temporarily restricted movement of its employees outside of the IZ in Baghdad, as well as outside of US 

Consulate in Basra.  The message also included generic advice for US citizens ‘take appropriate measures to 
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enhance their personal security at all times when living and working in Iraq’.  The following link can be used to 

access the Security Message for US Citizens issued on August 9 https://goo.gl/6jHGJz 

Foreign Affairs 
 

Iraq secures $195 million Japanese loan for electricity sector 

Japan has agreed to lend Iraq up to $195 million for a project to help repair a thermal power station in the 

southern province of Basra, an Iraqi government statement said on August 5. The loan was signed during a visit 

to Iraq by Japan's State Minister for Foreign Affairs, Kentaro Sonoura, who met Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 

on August 5, the prime minister office, said in a statement.  

 

Statement following President Masum’s visit to Tehran for Rouhani inauguration 

A statement on August 6 from the Office of the President said that President Fuad Masum discussed with his 

Iranian counterpart Hassan Rouhani the means of promoting bilateral relations and issues of mutual interest 

between the two countries.  The two met following the August 5 inauguration ceremony in Tehran marking 

Rouhani second term as president, which was attended by foreign dignitaries from 92 countries.  The statement 

said that Masum stressed the importance of the historic relations between the two countries and the need to 

promote them in the fields of industry and agriculture. He pointed out that Iraq can benefit from Iranian expertise 

and called for the activation of a ‘joint committee’ for cooperation in the oil and environment sectors.  Masum 

congratulated the Iranian President on his re-election and said that he is certain that the coming stage will 

witness a further promotion of relations between Iraq and Iran. Masum also praised Iran's aid to Iraq in its war on 

terrorism.   

 

Iraq, Jordan discuss border control, security cooperation and Iraq-Jordan export pipeline  

The Jordanian foreign minister Ayman Safadi arrived in Baghdad on August 10, Safadi met with Iraqi Foreign 

Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari, President Fuad Masoum and Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi.  Discussions focused 

on border control mechanisms and the reopening of the Trebil border crossing between Jordan and Iraq. Jaafari 

hailed Jordan’s support for Iraq in its fight against terrorism and called on Amman to assist Baghdad in the 

reconstruction of the war-torn cities.  The meeting also discussed the implementation of the Basra-Aqaba twin 

pipeline project to establish a direct export route for Iraqi oil into the Gulf of Aqaba. Safety of the pipeline has 

been cited as a major concern, at a time when Iraqi forces continue to combat IS in the western Anbar. 

Economy 
 

Iraqi Oil Minister arrives in Riyadh to discuss joint cooperation and OPEC  

Iraqi Oil Minister Jabar al-Luaibi arrived in Saudi Arabia on August 8 where he will meet his counterpart Khalid 

al-Falih to discuss oil market developments and OPEC's efforts to stabilise the market, according to 

Reuters.  The visit follows an invitation from Saudi Energy Minister Falih and Luaibi was accompanied by a 

delegation of Iraqi energy officials, the Iraqi oil ministry said in a statement.  Luaibi will discuss ways to 

strengthen and develop bilateral relations between the two countries, especially in the field of oil and gas, in a 

way that serves their common interests, a statement by the Iraqi oil ministry said. A statement issued by Luaibi 

said that the two sides will discuss oil market developments, coordination and the joint efforts to achieve the 

goals agreed upon at the OPEC meetings to try and stabilize the global oil market and support oil prices. 

 

Discussions start ahead of 2018 Iraq reconstruction donor conference in Kuwait 

The Head of the ‘Reconstruction Fund for the Terror-Affected Areas’ Mustafa Al-Hiti is reported to have held 

preliminary meetings in Kuwait in preparations for the international donor conference scheduled for early 

2018.  The meeting was attended by the World Bank Working Group and representatives from the Kuwait Fund 

for Arab Economic Development, headed by Sheikh Ahmed Ali Al-Sabah, Regional Director Abdullah Al-

Mesaibih and the First Secretary of the Embassy of the Republic of Iraq in Kuwait Hussein Ali Ibrahim and 

Central Bank Representative Mahmoud Dagher.  Discussions were held on the preparations for the convening of 

https://goo.gl/6jHGJz
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the international conference of donors, which included organizational aspects, the proposals of the timing of the 

event and the list of speakers and invitees. 

 

Fallujah needs US$2 billion for reconstruction 

Fallujah city in Nabra province needs $2 billion for reconstruction, the city’s mayor said on August 10.  Eissa al-

Sayer told Aljournal News website that securing the amount at present would be difficult given the government’s 

focus on military operations against IS, adding that world donors should focus donations on service projects 

rather than the infrastructure.  Sayer stated that the sanitation sector needs $50 million, the water services $10 

million and the municipality needs $15 million just to begin clearance and reconstruction.  In May, the Iraqi 

government approved a ten-year scheme for the rehabilitation of areas liberated from IS worth USD100 billion, 

saying it would secure the finances depending on international loans and grants. 

 

UNHCR statement on humanitarian support for Mosul IDPs 

During a press briefing in Geneva on August 11, Andrej Mahecic the spokesperson for the Office of the UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) stated that the UNs refugee agency has been stepping up its assistance 

for the displaced in northern Iraq, including thousands of returnees to Mosul. Mahecic acknowledged that large 

areas in the west of the city were effectively destroyed and that the threat faced by civilians from unexploded 

ordnance was significant. Mahecic stated that according to Iraqi government figures, some 79,000 people had 

returned west Mosul, which represents one out of every ten people who were forced to flee from this part of the 

city. Also, the government says, more than 165,000 people have now returned to the considerably less damaged 

east Mosul, where day-to-day life is gradually resuming.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Reporting in the north has been typical of recent weeks, with usual hotspots recording regular Sunni militant 

activity, largely influenced by the remaining pockets of IS control in Hawijah and Tal Afar. In Mosul, ISF continue 

to conduct clearance operations in the western side of the city. Most reporting still involves incidents relating to 

legacy IED devices, often detonated whilst civilians return to inspect their homes.  

 

This week the Deputy Special Representative of the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) Lisa Grande stated 

that Mosul’s recovery was a ‘tale of two cities’, with the east quickly re-establishing business activity and school 

attendance, whilst many of the west’s districts are completely destroyed. This resulted in the vast majority of east 

Mosul’s displaced residents having returned, whilst in the west hundreds of thousands could not return due to 

the damage caused to many neighbourhoods. 

 

Away from Mosul, preparations for the retaking of Tal Afar continue, with the 9
th
 Armoured Divison having 

withdrawn from Mosul and moved to the outskirts of the district. Reports of infighting amongst IS leadership in 

Tal Afar persist, with a number of incidents including firefights and a suicide attack targeting a gathering of IS 

militants. In the south of Nineveh, two IS militants were killed during clashes with Sunni tribal fighters at an 

unspecified location in the area between al-Houd village and Qayyarah.  
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In Salah ad Din, insurgent activity included the usual mortar attacks along the western edge of the ‘Hawijah 

pocket’. Khanoukah south of Shirqat, the Bayji thermal power station and the Ujail and Alas oilfields are all 

regularly targeted with mortar fire. IS militant attacks targeting PMU outposts have also been reported, with two 

such posts reportedly being overrun in the Khanoukah area on August 11. ISF operations continue to try and 

disrupt insurgents. The commander of Dijla Operations, Lt. Gen. Mezher al-Azzawi, announced launching a 

three-pronged large-scale joint military operation of ISF, PMU and Sunni tribesmen supported by helicopters to 

clear IS sleeper cells in the Hamrin Mountains and surrounding areas. 

 

In Kirkuk, IED attacks targeting ISF patrols in Dibis, northwest of Kirkuk, and in Daquq, southeast of Kirkuk, were 

reported in what is becoming increasingly regular insurgent activity. Elsewhere in the province and in Kirkuk, 

activity was predominantly criminal, including the fatal shooting by a gang of five – who were later arrested – of 

an ISF Lieutenant Colonel.  

 

Diyala recorded the usual mix of violence perpetrated by Sunni militants as well as tribal violence and criminality. 

Once again, most Sunni militant violence occurred in the northeast of the province, around Muqdadiyah and 

Qara Tappeh. There was also an incident in Baqubah, where an ISF colonel was killed and four soldiers injured 

by a roadside IED whilst on patrol in Bawiyah village, east of the city. The targeting of infrastructure continues, 

with four power pylons targeted within hours of each other on August 11 with IEDs, between Qara Tappeh and 

Jalawla, and between Muqdadiyah and Hamrin, causing power outages in nearby villages. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Reporting from Anbar was dominated this week by claims by PMU Sayyed al-Shuhada (Brigade of Martyrs) that 

the US-led coalition had targeted it with strikes shortly after a major attack by IS on their position between 

Akashat and the border with Syria. This was rebutted by coalition spokesmen, the Iraqi Prime Minister and the 

Iraqi military. IS subsequently claimed responsibility for an attack in the area, which reportedly killed as many as 

60 PMU fighters and injured dozens of others. 

There was one high-impact attack attempted in the Rutbah area during the period. ISF reported killing a suicide 

attacker at a security checkpoint in the vicinity of the town as he attempted to detonate his explosive belt on 

civilian families fleeing IS-controlled areas elsewhere in the province. No casualties were reported. 

An increase in reporting of IED incidents in the Ramadi area could largely be put down to legacy devices being 

discovered or triggered, although an IED at a funeral which killed and injured was not reported as being a legacy 

device. The explosion in the Albu Ali Al-Jasim area, near a cemetery, killed three civilians and injured two others. 

Multiple airstrikes continued to target IS in al-Qa’im on the border with Syria, and in Rawah and Anah in the 

Upper Euphrates River Valley. The War Media Council claimed that during one such strike in al-Qa’im, a top 

militant responsible for recruiting was killed. Airstrikes elsewhere in al-Qa’im district killed dozens of militants and 

destroyed six IS headquarters. 
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

It was a generally subdued week in Baghdad’s metropolitan area, with most activity ostensibly linked to 

criminality, with little Sunni militant activity evident once again. This indicates the efficacy of ISF checkpoints, 

which are benefiting from the increased prevalence of scanning devices, as well as continual ISF security 

operations to dismantle militant cells, reduce freedom of movement and disrupt activity. 

 

There were a notable number of kidnaps in the city during the period, with four kidnaps reported. Another 

incident involved an individual who was being chased for abduction, and another involved the rescue of a kidnap 

victim.  

 

Baghdad Operations Command announced a counter-terrorism operation in western Baghdad, where security 

forces arrested two insurgents in a vehicle in possession of one explosive vest, fourteen IEDs, one sniper rifle 

and unspecified quantities of ammunition in Ameriyah. ISF stated they were intending to conduct terrorism 

activities. 

 

The usual Friday protest took place in Tahrir Square without major incident, following last week’s larger 

demonstration to protest changes to the electoral system.  
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

Insurgent activity continued as normal in provincial Baghdad, with Sunni militant activity particularly notable in 

the north and west of the province. In the north, the Tarmiyah area remains the district in the province with the 

most significant militant activity. IED attacks and SAF incidents targeting ISF patrols and Sunni militia are 

relatively regular. A decapitated body was also discovered in the district this week, likely to intimidate and coerce 

in order to facilitate further militant activity. 

 

In the west and southwest of the province, low-level IED incidents near markets and targeting ISF patrols 

continued. To the east of Baghdad, a Sunni militia member’s body exhibiting stab wounds was found on a farm 

in Nahrawan, in what may have been related to Sunni militancy.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Aside from tribal violence in Basra, there was a major political development in the province during the period. At 

the opening ceremony of the Martyr Mohammed Baquir Al-Sadr Bridge or the ‘Italian Bridge’ during the evening 

of August 10, the Basra Governor Majid Nasrawi tendered his resignation from his position. The resignation must 

first be ratified by the Basra Provincial Council (BPC) before it is final, during the interim period Mohammed 

Taher al-Tamimi – First Deputy will assume control of the council’s affairs, this until the provincial council agrees 

and then votes on a replacement.  

 

Notable tribal fighting occurred in the al-Jumah district of Qurna on the night of August 10/11. One individual was 

killed and 10 others – mostly women and children – were injured when two gunmen targeted a bus arriving at a 

wedding party. The two tribes involved were the Garamsha and the Bani Malik – who have a long history of tribal 

disputes and enmity.  

 

There were a number of other incidents of tribal feuding through the week including a fatal clash in Qarmat Ali on 

August 8.  Elsewhere in Basra, demonstration activity outside at the Mirbad Gate entrance to Burjesiya occurred 

each morning from the 6-9 August, causing minor disruption. Protesters demanded employment and the 

organiser had stated the protests would continue until their demands were met. However, no protest has 

occurred since August 9, indicating a deal has possibly been reached. 
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In Dhi Qar, in Shatrah district north of Nasiriyah, eight masked gunmen reportedly stormed the office of a 

company and opened fire without causing casualties on August 8. The company is subcontracted by the Ministry 

of Electricity to privatise the power supply in Dhi Qar province. A search operation has been launched by ISF to 

track down the perpetrators.  

 

In northern Babel, one PMU member was killed and five injured by two IEDs during a patrol in Jurf al-Nasr 

(previously known as Jurf al-Sakhr) on August 7. Then on August 9, an IED detonated in Fadhiliya, Jurf al-Nasr 

Sub district, injuring two Badr PMU members.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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