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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 The likelihood of attempted high-profile attacks into population centres in the north, west and capital regions 

remains elevated as IS reverts to an insurgency following territorial losses. These will likely be constrained by 

security footprint, particularly in Baghdad, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or opportunistic targets 

in outlying districts. IS may also attempt to increase their attack tempo in eastern Anbar, with the cities of 

Ramadi and Fallujah likely to be key targets for high-profile attacks.  

 

 Two SVBIED attacks in Basra province on May 19, and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9 exhibit 

IS retains intent and capability for attacks in the southern provinces. Additionally an SVBIED attack occurred in 

northern Babel on July 26 targeting a PMU checkpoint. The region remains assessed as non-permissive for IS 

to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathisers in the 

region remaining isolated.  

 

 The security footprint and other local factors in the central and southern regions, particularly in Baghdad, will 

severely constrain IS ability to mount sustained complex attacks of the type reported in the north and the west 

of the country. The threat from low-level IED and SAF attacks remains. There may be an increased level of 

ISF deliberate actions to disrupt and deter insurgent and criminal activity during the Mosul operation, 

especially in the northern areas of Baghdad province. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of concerted engagement with the Sunni population in areas currently under IS control, it is 

possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between radical 

Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  Limited reporting has 

already indicated displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. It is almost certain that in 

areas retaken by ISF, an insurgency will be established by Sunni insurgents including remaining IS affiliates. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by large segments of the security 

forces currently being involved in operations to retake IS-held areas of the country.  In the long-term, there will 

be tensions driven by the return of Shia militia factions, who will expect material and social rewards for the 

contribution in the national campaign against IS. 

 

 While operations in the north have refocused attention away from Abadi’s reform program, the risk of politically 

motivated demonstrations against corruption in front of government institutions remains extant. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraqi chief of staff lays plan for multi-province anti-IS operations 
Iraqi Chief of Staff Othman al-Ghanemi has said that following the fall of Tal Afar, ISF will target areas still under 

control of IS in several more provinces, including Hawijah in Kirkuk, Shirqat in Salah al Din and districts in Anbar 

and Diyala Provinces.  

New US commander takes control of anti-IS coalition 
The US-led coalition against IS in Iraq and Syria swore in a new commanding general on September 

5.  Lieutenant General Paul Funk assumed command of the Operation Inherent Resolve joint task force at a 

ceremony on a military base in the region, officials said in a statement.  

Iraq's reconstruction costs put at $150 billion 
Reconstruction in Iraq could cost nearly $150 billion covering areas damaged by the war over the past three 

years, an Iraqi newspaper reported on September 7.  The World Bank has made a preliminary assessment of 

rebuilding costs at the request of Iraq's Reconstruction Fund for Areas Affected by Terrorist Operations 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 

 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 

Al-Hakim will not stand for another term as National Alliance leader 

Leader of the National Alliance Shia political bloc, Ammar al-Hakim has urged his members to speed up the 

election of a new leader, reaffirming that he will not seek another term as head of the alliance. Hakim also added 

that the Hikma movement will not seek to retain the leadership position, urging other parties to present 

candidates for the nomination. The National Alliance will hold an assembly meeting on September 9 when a new 

leader is expected to be elected. 

 

Minister of Transport to be investigated for corruption  
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MP Adil al-Nuri of the State of Law Alliance has said the integrity commission will commence procedures to 

investigate the Minister of Transport, Kazem Finjan, on corruption and waste of public funds. Al-Nuri added that 

the Integrity Commission will renew a push to prosecute senior officials involved in corruption during the coming 

parliamentary period.  

 

Moscow, Baghdad discussing moving Russian Embassy, Moscow to step up CT support to Iraq  

Moscow is holding negotiations with Iraqi authorities on the possibility of moving the Russian embassy, which 

currently occupies a building in Baghdad’s Mansour district, to a safer area of the Iraqi capital city, local media 

reported, citing a Russian diplomatic source.  "The negotiations to provide Russia with a new site for the 

embassy in Baghdad are underway. In general, the Iraqis are ready to provide it.  We are now assessing the 

propriety of accepting the site that the Iraqi authorities are proposing as this depends on the safety and the type 

of construction", the source told press.   The source added that it was dangerous to stay in the current Embassy 

building, and only men without their families were sent to work there.   

 

Iraq signs USD270 million loan from Japan  

Iraq has signed for receiving a Japanese loan worth USD270 million according to a statement from the Japanese 

Embassy in Iraq.  The loan is designed to improve Iraq’s financial situation and to help the country proceed with 

reforms, the statement by the embassy said, noting that it comes as a second tranche of a USD500 million 

Japanese financial assistance commitment.  The statement said falling world oil prices and spending on defence 

and refugee relief portfolios had largely reduced the country’s budget resources. It also pointed to earlier 

assessments by the International Monetary Fund which estimated Iraq’s budget deficit for 2016 by 14.1% and 

public debt for the same year by 6.99% of the GDP.   

Security  
 

IS convoy stranded in Syria desert after US strikes 

The US-led coalition says it will keep blocking a convoy of evacuated IS militants in Syria from reaching IS-held 

territory on the Iraq border. The hundreds of fighters recently surrendered an enclave on Syria's border with 

Lebanon.  They agreed with Hezbollah and the Syrian government that they would leave with their families and 

head eastwards.  But the coalition says it and Iraq were not part of the deal and bombed the road ahead of the 

convoy on August 30.  The buses are now reportedly stranded in an area of desert under Syrian government 

control between the towns of Humayma and al-Sukhnah.   

 

Militants in IS convoy may have escaped to Rawa and Anah in Iraq 

An IS convoy stranded in the Syrian desert for five days has reportedly split up, with reports suggesting that 

some of the fighters may now have found their way into Iraq, despite the US military’s determination to stop them 

from reaching militant-controlled territory.  Conflicting reports and claims put the 17 buses that made up the 

original convoy in a variety of locations, illustrating the difficulty of establishing with any certainty, events in the 

remote Syrian desert.  The buses set out in a convoy from western Syria last week under the terms of a deal 

brokered by Lebanon’s Hezbollah movement to relocate the fighters to the IS-controlled town of Bukamal on the 

Iraqi border, in return for the bodies of Lebanese army, Hezbollah and Iranian soldiers.  The convoy has since 

become the centre of a region-wide controversy over whether such deals are acceptable, with the US trading 

accusations with Hezbollah and its allies.  Iraq’s government expressed outrage at the relocation, which would 

have enabled the 300 Islamic State fighters in the convoy to reinforce militant positions in Iraq. The US military 

vowed to prevent them from doing so, and last week, blocked the convoy’s path by bombing the desert road 

ahead of it.  

 

Over 2,000 IS militants killed in Iraq's Tal Afar 

The Iraqi forces killed over 2,000 IS militants and more than 50 suicide bombers during the operation to free the 

Tal Afar area, the Iraqi military said on September 02.  "The IS total casualties in the blitzkrieg during the period 

from August 20 to 31 were more than 2,000 terrorists and over 50 suicide bombers, along with destroying and 
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detonating of 77 car bombs, 71 booby-trapped buildings and 990 roadside bombs," Lt. Gen. Abdul Amir Yarallah 

from the Joint Operations Command (JOC) said at a televised press conference.  More than 40,000 Iraqi fighters 

from the Iraqi army, federal police and its commandos known as Rapid Response forces and Counter-Terrorism 

Service (CTS) forces, in addition to ten brigades of the paramilitary Hashd Shaabi fighters, participated in the 

offensive, which was supported by Iraqi and international coalition aircraft,  

 

ISF kill 55 IS members in Tal Afar 

Indicating that Tal Afar is still not fully cleared of insurgents following the announcement of the capture of the city 

last week, Iraqi forces have reportedly killed 55 militants in areas around Al-Ayadiya, north of Tal Afar.  It was 

also reported that IS were indiscriminately targeting civilians to avenge their loss of Tal Afar, according to Jan 

Kubis, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Iraq 

 

Iraq dispatches more troops to Hawijah 

The Iraqi army has posted a video showing lines of armoured vehicles and troops being deployed to Hawijah, in 

the northern province of Kirkuk.  "Additional units affiliated with the Federal Police forces are leaving Baghdad to 

take part in operation 'We Are Coming, Hawijah'," said the War Media Cell in a post with a video on its Facebook 

page on 2 September.  The video shows troops on armoured vehicles, cars carrying logistics and APC 

transporters on a highway. There were also vehicles carrying various types of weapons such as rocket launchers 

and heavy calibre machine guns 

 

Iraqi chief of staff lays plan for multi-province anti-IS operations 

Iraqi Chief of Staff Othman al-Ghanemi has said that following the fall of Tal Afar, ISF will target areas still under 

control of IS in several more provinces, including Hawijah in Kirkuk, Shirqat in Salah al Din and districts in Anbar 

and Diyala Provinces.   

 

Preparations to liberate Hawijah from IS underway: Defence Ministry 

Iraqi forces have been redeployed to Kirkuk province as preparations to liberate the city of Hawijah from IS are 

underway according to a statement from the Iraqi Defence Ministry on September 3.  In an official statement, the 

Defence Ministry said additional forces were sent from Baghdad to prepare for the upcoming campaign in 

Hawijah, west of Kirkuk. Federal police captain Jabbar Hassan told press that ISF had arrived in the al-Qayyarah 

district in southern Mosul after the conclusion of the two-week campaign in Tal Afar and that most of the forces 

who were involved in the Tal Afar operation will participate in the liberation of Hawijah.  “Preparations for the 

campaign began several weeks ago, but they were stepped up following the recent recapture of Tal Afar,” Salim 

said, adding victory would be “speedy”.   

 

Hawijah Update; some 40,000 Iraqi troops surround the enclave ahead of anti-IS battle 

Over 40,000 troops currently surround Hawijah district in Kirkuk Province, in preparation for launching an assault 

against IS in the area, according to state television.  Iraqia News TV said on September 6 that the fresh 

offensive aims to free 100,000 civilians trapped in and around Hawijah, one of the few remaining areas under IS 

control.  The channel added that all of Kirkuk's population - Kurdish, Arab and Turkmen - were ready for the new 

battle. Meanwhile, latest reporting indicates that IS is holding more than 50 families of its militants as they 

attempted to make their way out of the enclave.  According to press, "Elements from IS of Arab and foreign 

nationalities, backed by local elements, held more than 50 families of the organisation's members, as they were 

leaving for Hawijah via an agricultural passage".  The report said that "the held families were taken in vehicles to 

an unknown destination", noting that some families were with their sons who were fighting with IS.  It was stated 

that "The organisation is trying to stop the total collapse among its ranks through holding families and punishing 

its elements”.  In related reporting, Prime Minister al-Abadi has said that his forces will recapture Hawijah district 

from IS in the “near future”.  "I have good news for the people in Hawijah and western Anbar that their areas will 

be liberated soon".  "We do not strike deals with criminals, but we make them choose either to surrender or get 

killed".   
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Residents, prompted by ISF messages, kill IS leaders in Hawijah 

Several IS leaders, including the deputy chief in charge of the militant’s affairs in the IS-held enclave have been 

killed according to reports.  A source within Hawijah said, “several residents from Hawijah, southwestern Kirkuk, 

attacked militants gathering inside a house in the al-Askari district in the town”.  “The attack left four leaders, 

including the deputy chief dead”.  This came after millions of messages were airdropped into the enclave by Iraqi 

warplanes over the past week.  Another local source stated that IS had imposed a partial curfew in the town after 

an earlier grenade attack against the house of IS’ security affairs chief, which left one of his sons wounded.   

 

Large Number of Militant Commanders Surrender to ISF in Central Iraq 

A large number of IS commanders surrendered to the ISF on September 5 according to local sources.  The 

sources said that a large number of high-ranking IS commanders in Hawijah, including Chief of IS Police 

Mahmoud Khamis al-Fazlawi and the Zakat Bureau commander, Mohammad Aydan al-Asafi, have surrendered 

to ISF.  The sources further stated that IS had executed Ibrahim al-Aziz, one of its own commanders, in the 

village of al-Khan in Hawijah, after he tried to surrender to the security forces.  It was also stated that several IS 

leaders, including the deputy chief in charge of the militants' affairs, were killed in the south western part of 

Kirkuk on September 5.  Meanwhile, latest reporting this morning (September 6) indicates that families of IS 

have started to leave Hawijah.  Jabbar al-Mamouri, a leading figure in the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) 

told press, “We have information that last night, ‘tens’ of families of IS commanders and militants to publicly 

leave several areas in Hawijah in various directions”.  He added that many IS militants in southern Kirkuk's 

Hawijah had left their checkpoints. “Militants of Daesh are collapsing quickly in Hawijah, especially local fighters,” 

Mamouri said.  

 

Iraq begins radio broadcast to Hawijah ahead of offensive, coalition predicts Hawijah operation will be 

like Tal Afar 

Iraq's army has launched a radio station to reach the residents of Hawijah district in the northern province of 

Kirkuk ahead of an imminent military offensive to dislodge IS from the area.  The station's morning broadcast 

starts from 1100 to 1300 local time, while its evening broadcast starts from 1800 to 2100, according to the army's 

War Media Cell on September 8.  In October 2016, Iraq launched a similar radio station to help Mosul residents 

stay safe during its military operation.  The radio gave instructions on possible safe exit routes, places to avoid, 

where to find assistance and emergency numbers to call during the offensive.   

 

IS warns Iraqi forces ahead of Hawijah offensive 

IS has released a video of defiance and threat delivered by an English-speaking militant from its base in Hawijah 

in northern Iraq, ahead of a government offensive to recapture the district.  On September 6 the Iraqi 

government said over 40,000 troops surrounded Hawijah in preparation to launch an offensive to oust IS. The 

district along with the nearby areas of Riyad, Rashad, Zab and Abbasi have been under IS control for three 

years.  The Arabic-speaking video narrator addressed Iraqi forces telling them that IS militants in Hawijah have 

"made preparations that will make you forget the horrors of Mosul". He warned that "we have mobilised our 

militants and set our sights on Baghdad, and we shall not stop there", adding that the group will march towards 

the key Shia-majority cities of Balad, Najaf, Kufa and Karbala  

 

Iraq gears up for fresh military operations in Salah ad Din, Kirkuk 

Iraqi forces are gearing up for twin campaigns aimed at purging the northern Saladin and Kirkuk provinces of IS’ 

last remaining strongholds in the region, an Iraqi military source said on September 8.  “Federal Police armoured 

vehicles and artillery battalions have been deployed to a base in Saladin’s Al-Shirqat district in advance of the 

campaign,” Captain Saad Mohamed of the army’s Saladin Operations Command told press.  “Meanwhile, fresh 

reinforcements from the 56th Brigade of the Hashd al-Asheiri [pro-government Sunni tribal fighters] have been 

sent to the outskirts of Hawijah district for planned operations to liberate the area from Daesh,” Mohamed 

said.  He added that the recent deployments coincided with a series of airstrikes targeting IS militants still holed 

up in Hawijah’s Qadisiyah, Neda, Tanak and Yarmouk neighbourhoods.  Iraqi forces hope to fully recapture both 

districts - Al-Shirqat and Hawijah - in simultaneous operations. 
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Islamic State families flee northern Salah Al Din - IS impose curfew in Anbar 

A local source from Salah Al Din province has revealed an unprecedented ‘overnight displacement’ by families of 

IS militants from the north of the province.  “The western coast of Shirqat, north of Salah Al Din, has seen an 

unprecedented displacement by families of the IS members that took place overnight on September 3 toward 

unknown destinations, leaving their houses empty,” the source told press, stating that the “complete liberation of 

Tal Afar in short time was a huge shock to IS members and leaders”.  Meanwhile, separate reporting indicates 

that IS has imposed a curfew on citizens in the western Anbar regions.  IS was reportedly tightening measures 

on citizens in Qaim town, al-Ebeidi town and the Akashat region with a curfew being imposed on the morning of 

September 4.  It was also reported that IS militants had executed 16 youths in Annah, Qaim and Rawa towns 

over alleged spying for ISF”. 

 

1,000 displaced civilians flee western regions to Rutba in Anbar 

More than 1,000 displaced civilians have arrived from western regions in Anbar province to Rutba town, 

according to chief of the town.  Speaking to press, Sobhi al-Kubaisi said, “the local government in Rutba and 

security services received 1,200 civilians displaced from Annah, Rawa and Qaim towns in western Anbar on 

September 5”.  “Aid was provided to the displaced and identities of the males and youths were checked to 

prevent infiltration of IS militants to the safe regions in Ramadi and areas in its vicinity” Kubaisi added 

 

Iraq IS claims bombing near Shia shrine north of Baghdad 

IS has claimed responsibility for an attack near a Shia shrine in the Iraqi town of Balad, north of Baghdad, killing 

and wounding 50 people.  IS said in a statement that two militants, named as Abu Dharr al-Sinjari and Abu 

Yunus al-Iraqi, targeted a gathering of "polytheist rawafid [derogatory term for Shia]" near the mausoleum of 

Sayid Mohammed bin Ali al-Hadi.  It said that the two militants detonated their suicide vests among a group of 

people, killing 28 and wounding 22 others.  

 

Iraqi forces kill 7 suicide bombers in Samarra 

Iraqi forces and Shia militias have reportedly killed seven suicide bombers who besieged a power station in the 

eastern part of Samarra, in central Salah al Din Province.  On 2 September a security source stated that 

"security forces and Al-Salam Brigades of the Sadrist Trend (part of the Popular Mobilisation Forces) killed 

seven suicide bombers wearing explosive belts who were besieging the employees of the Al-Jalisiya power 

station".  Six employees at the power station were reported to have been killed during the attack.   

 

Iraq imposes curfew on Ramadi  

Iraqi police have imposed a curfew on Ramadi, the capital city of the western Anbar Province.  Iraqi police have 

said the curfew imposed on the city of Ramadi was not due to an attack as some media reports stated earlier.  A 

local security source had previously stated that the curfew had been imposed following the death of a whole 

family in an attack in the city.  "Unidentified gunmen this morning broke into a house in the area of Juweiba, in 

eastern Ramadi, and shot a family of seven people, killing all of them immediately," the source said.  However, 

latest reporting quoted a statement from the Iraqi Police which said that "The unfortunate incident that took place 

in Juweiba area today was due to a short circuit that caused a fire in the house of Ahmed Fayyad Hamadi, thus 

killing all his family".  A curfew was imposed on the Juweiba area only, rather than the entire city. 

Foreign Affairs 
 

PM Abadi visits France soon, Turkey visit not confirmed  

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi will visit France soon based on an official invitation sent earlier, a 

spokesperson of his office said on September 6.  Saad al-Hadithi said French President Emanuel Macron had 

sent an official invitation to Abadi to visit France, although the date of the visit was yet to be 

scheduled.  Commenting on other reports about a possible visit by the prime minister to Turkey, Hadithi said 
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there was no information in that regard yet.  Turkish Press had stated that Abadi was heading to Turkey after the 

end of the holy Muslim feast of Eid al-Adha, which ended on September 4.  

 

New US commander takes control of anti-IS coalition 

The US-led coalition against IS in Iraq and Syria swore in a new commanding general on September 

5.  Lieutenant General Paul Funk assumed command of the Operation Inherent Resolve joint task force at a 

ceremony on a military base in the region, officials said in a statement.  As part of a regular rotation, he took over 

from Lieutenant General Stephen Townsend, who had been deployed a year ago.  Funk heads up the Army's III 

Corps, which had previously led the anti-IS coalition from September 2015 to August 2016. 

Humanitarian 

 

Christians in Iraqi capital call for UN-backed independent state    

Some of the few Christians remaining in Baghdad have called for the international community to protect their 

religion and establish an independent state much like the Vatican.  "We as Iraqi Christians call for an 

independent state, even if it is a small one like Kuwait or Vatican. The UN and UN Security Council should then 

protect our state" said Robert Jameel, a member of Etihad Church in Baghdad.  "We call for a state because we 

have suffered a lot. We have no support and have lost faith in everything. That is why we call for a state for the 

Christians," added Jameel.   

 

Over 2,000 civilians’ bodies recovered in western Mosul 

According to ISF, rescue teams of Nineveh’s civil defence department have recovered more than 2,100 bodies 

of civilians from under the destroyed houses in the western side of Mosul, particularly in the central Old City 

district.  The recovery of bodies is expected to end in around two months, according to the ISF, who also stated 

that between 400-500 bodies are likely to be still under the rubble.  Meanwhile, a mass grave composed of the 

remnants of fifty people, with parts of their bodies missing, was found in west of Mosul, according to an Iraqi 

army official.  “Troops of the army’s 16 division seized a mass grave while combing the group’s last holdout in 

Aiyadhiya in northwest of Mosul according to Lt. Shaker Ghalib. “The mass grave contained 50 civilians that had 

signs of torture and bullets to the head. Most of the body parts of them were missing” he added.   

Economy 

 

Iraq's reconstruction costs put at $150 billion 

Reconstruction in Iraq could cost nearly $150 billion covering areas damaged by the war over the past three 

years, an Iraqi newspaper reported on September 7.  The World Bank has made a preliminary assessment of 

rebuilding costs at the request of Iraq's Reconstruction Fund for Areas Affected by Terrorist Operations, 

according to the Arabic language daily Al-Mada, quoting the Fund's Chairman Mustafa Al-Hiti.  He said an 

international creditors' conference to raise funds for reconstruction projects in the Arab OPEC country would be 

held in Kuwait in January, adding that the two-day meeting would be sponsored by the Iraqi Fund, the World 

Bank and the Kuwaiti Development Fund.   

 

Six thousand Jordanian trucks are preparing to transport goods to Iraq via Trebil 

The head of the Jordanian truck owners Mohammed Khair al-Daoud said on September 7 that about 6,000 

trucks are currently at high readiness and are ready to transport goods to Iraq through the Trebil crossing.  Al-

Daoud said in a statement to the Jordanian newspaper “Al-Rai” that “the Association of truck owners held 

several meetings with the Iraqi embassy to discuss the transfer of goods to Iraq through the Trebil crossing 

through obtaining visas and coordination with the competent authorities to discuss the process of transporting 

goods in the exchange areas”.  He pointed out that “the Iraqi ambassador had shown great cooperation with the 

Union of truck owners during the past days” stressing that “in the event of the completion of security and 

technical measures, the Jordanian trucks will carry out exchanges of goods with Iraqi trucks during the coming 

period “He said.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
Reporting in the north during the period largely related to the expected upcoming offensive to retake the Hawijah 

pocket and the eastern bank of Shirqat district in northern Salah ad Din. Clearance operations continue in Tal 

Afar district, including in Ayadiyah to the north of the town. 

 

Clearance operations continued in Tal Afar, with PMU clearing IEDs and a VBIED. The latent threat from legacy 

devices and unexploded munitions was evident, when one ISF was killed by an IED. North of Tal Afar, there 

were multiple attacks by militants in Ayadiyah, including attempts to infiltrate through ISF lines by suicide 

attackers, indicating clearance operations are still ongoing and are likely to continue for the immediate future.  

 

Elsewhere in Nineveh, in al-Adla village near Nimrud, Sunni tribal militia suffered one fatality and killed eight IS 

militants during clashes. The militia arrested 12 further militants found hiding in a building following the clash. 

There were also at least two incidents near the Syrian border involving PMU elements. One such incident 

resulted in 10 PMU being killed during an attack. Nonetheless, as Nineveh is cleared and attempts are made to 

return to ‘normality’, long-term security arrangements are being put into place. Nineveh police chief Major 

General al-Hamdani stated this week that approximately 80 percent of the provinces police stations are now 

open. Local police are working jointly with Federal Police, as well as the Iraqi Army, although local police are in 
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full control in eastern Mosul. There were also reports indicating ISF have started handing over security provision 

of Tal Afar district to Turkmen militia-PMU.  

 

In Kirkuk province, most reporting related to Hawijah and the fragility of IS leadership and cohesion, supporting 

claims from the coalition that the pocket will largely collapse during offensive operations in the same way Tal 

Afar did. Reports of senior leaders escaping or having gone into hiding, along with incessant targeting by 

coalition airstrikes, internal fighting and some local resistance activity, all add to the sense of crisis and 

disorganisation amongst militants in the town. On September 8, Friday prayers were cancelled and militants 

mobilised and deployed to key areas, although it was not apparent as to the reason. The previous day, an IS 

female leader, in charge of the women’s brigade, was killed, along with her husband and two sons, as an 

airstrike targeted the group’s camp in the northern side of the town. Additionally, locals in Askari district in 

Hawijah attacked an IS-held building, killing four militant commanders. There are also reports of large numbers 

of militants surrendering to ISF, with IS executing anyone who is caught attempting to do so 

 

It was a particularly busy period in Salah ad Din this week. Notably, the majority of activity was in southern areas 

of the province, which have remained relatively stable since liberation by ISF and PMU in late 2014. Following 

the complex attack on the Jalsiyah Power Plant, south of Samara last week, there were further multiple suicide 

attacker incidents this week. On September 5, ISF and Sunni tribesmen managed to killed three suicide 

attackers in Ishaqi, north of Balad. Later that night, the Saraya al-Salam (Peace Brigades) Sadrist-aligned PMU 

announced the killing of four suicide attackers during a security operation, as they attempted to detonate their 

vests on local cafés in Balad. During this operation, several mortars landed in the district as PMU and ISF 

conducted the cordon and search. Then on September 7, PMU were attacked near the shrine of Sayyid 

Mohammed, near Balad. Also, an al-Abbas PMU barracks was attacked near Sayid Gharib, south of Samarra, 

leading to SAF exchanges. This led to the al-Abbas PMU reinforcing the area with an armoured battalion and 

‘elite squadron’ in order to support troops deployed in the area and maintain the security of the international 

highway (Route Tampa). 

 

It was a relatively subdued period in Diyala, following last week’s attempt by Sunni militants to deploy two 

VBIEDs. Nonetheless, there were incidents in various areas of the province highlighting continuing Sunni militant 

activity. On September 5, three security members were injured in an IED strike against an ISF patrol in al-Tibj, 

74 km northeast of Baqubah. On September 8, two IEDs were disarmed in a residential apartment in Qatoun 

neighbourhood in northwest Baqubah during a security operation searching for an ‘active terrorist cell’. Today, 

ISF have announced the commencement of a major joint force security operation in the province. Air assets will 

support army, police and PMU elements on two axes in northeast Diyala.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Anbar witnessed a relatively typical period. One of the most significant incidents this week occurred on 

September 5 in Ramadi, where ISF managed to arrest a suicide attacker and seize an explosive belt in his 

possession in a theme park in Mukhabarat neighborhood in the centre of the city. Additionally on September 2, 

two VBIEDs were cleared. ISF control detonated one of the VBIEDs in Hit, with the other detected by a scanning 

device at a checkpoint in the Seven Kilo area, west of Ramadi. This device was also control detonated and the 

driver arrested. 

On September 4, Kata'ib Sayyid al-Shuhada militia PMU announced repulsing an IS attack near Tharthar in 

eastern Anbar. In a separate incident the same day, two of the Kata'ib Sayyid al-Shuhada militia were reportedly 

abducted by IS militants in the desert area of Jamuna region near al-Tanf border crossing with Jordan in western 

Anbar.. Further highlighting PMU presence and influence in the province, the head of the PMU Committee Abu 

Mahdi al-Muhandis visited Anbar along with the Chief of Staff of the Army, Othman al-Ghanmi Zara.  

Probably related to expected upcoming offensive operations, an unspecified number of troops from 14th Division 

have been deployed recently to Rutbah in western Anbar.  

Also in western Anbar, ISF and Sunni tribesmen launched a security operation in the desert areas in the west of 

the province, aimed at cutting off IS supply routes between Akashat and Anah. In al-Qaim, 50 young persons 

were arrested by IS militants and taken to an unknown destination.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

The Eid al-Adha security plan Baghdad concluded during the week with no major breaches during the festival or 

in its immediate aftermath.  

The capital experienced routine violence this period, with typical low-level SAF, IED and grenade incidents, 

mostly in peripheral and more socially deprived neighbourhoods. Incidents were generally linked to local 

disputes, making them unremarkable. 

One incident of note occurred on September 4, when a senior Ministry of Agriculture employee who was being 

held in Muthanna police station in Zayouna for embezzlement on orders from the Integrity Commission escaped 

in a government vehicle. Former Sadrist MP Jawad al-Shuhaili, was also arrested in connection with the escape 

on September 6. The security detail of al-Shuhaili allegedly drove two SUV's into the al-Muthanna police station 

a few minutes before the escape.  
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

Provincial Baghdad typically busy, with incidents predominantly occurring to the north, west and south of the 

capital.  

 

South of the capital, there were three fatal IED incidents. Two targeted markets, on September 7, one person 

was killed and six injured in an IED explosion near a vegetable wholesale market in Arab Jassim village of 

Yusufiyah district. The following day on September 8, an IED near a popular market in al-Wihdah district, 

southeast of Baghdad, killed one and injured six others. A UVIED also detonated on a car as it travelled through 

Yusufiyah on September 8, killing the driver. 

 

To the west of the capital, IEDs targeted civilians and ISF in Abu Ghraib. North of Baghdad, ISF remain the 

predominant target in Tarmiyah in the north of the province, where IED and SAF incidents were reported.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Basra province, an employee of the state-owned Basra Oil Company (BOC) was abducted at gunpoint when 

his car was intercepted by gunmen whilst transiting the main road between Shuaiba area and Zubayr on 

September 7. The kidnappers were traveling in two vehicles which stopped the workers vehicle. Also in the 

province, unusually, there were at least two instances of pipeline interference, both reportedly involving pipeline 

tapping. One involved a 1,500 metre-long hose hidden underground to syphon hydrocarbon liquids in the 

Rumailah area, west of Basra. Aside from this, there were typical reports of tribal fighting, both in the city and to 

the north of the city, alongside intimidation IEDs and murders. 

 

In Dhi Qar, there were two notable small arms clashes. On September 5, two people were killed and five others 

injured in clashes between two tribes in Suq al-Shayukh district, south of Nasiriyah, in an argument over the 

sharing of water irrigation. Also on September 7, three people were killed and three others injured in armed 

clashes between two tribes in Shatrah district, north of Nasiriyah due to an old dispute. Two men were arrested 

for suspected involvement and three assault rifles and unspecified quantities of ammunition seized.  

 

In Najaf, the home of a cleric was reportedly targeted with a ‘sound bomb’ intimidation IED, south of Najaf on 

September 5. Some media outlets reported an assassination attempt utilising three grenades which left the cleric 

critically injured and three bodyguards dead, with Najaf Police denying any incident took place 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 

 
 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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