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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Iraqi forces have re-taken control of areas ceded to IS and subsequently Peshmerga across the north. This 

has triggered acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation throughout the disputed territories which 

will likely continue. Serious clashes between Peshmerga and ISF occurred in northern Kirkuk, when ISF 

retook control of Alton Kupri, formally within federally administered Kirkuk but occupied by Peshmerga since 

2003. Regional commentary has highlighted the potential for ISF to enter Kirkuk, but only under continued 

provocation.  

 
 The recommenced clearance of IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq may see heightened impetus for 

high-profile attacks into population centres in the north, west and capital regions. These will likely be 

constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or 

opportunistic targets in outlying districts (including checkpoints). IS have increased their attack tempo in 

eastern Anbar. Though recent IS suicide attack plans appear to be focusing on towns in the ERV, the cities of 

Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for further high-profile attacks, as was seen on September 27. 

 

 A complex attack in western Dhi Qar on September 14 shows IS retains intent and capability for substantial 

attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive for IS to significantly 

escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the region remaining 

isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in Basra province on 

May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9. 

Medium to long term outlook  

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Federal forces retake control of Kirkuk and disputed territories 
Kurdish Peshmerga forces withdrew from disputed areas across northern Iraq over October 16 - 20.  A combined 

force of Iraqi Security Forces and Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) gathered south of Kirkuk starting on October 

13th in order to compel Iraqi Kurdistan to relinquish control of the city. The combined ISF-proxy force moved in to 

secure the city as well as nearby military bases and oil fields on October 16, after Peshmerga forces withdrew 

from the area.  Peshmerga forces also withdrew from the disputed areas in Nineveh, Salah al-Din and Diyala 

provinces over the course of the week. 

Armed clashes in northern Kirkuk, street-level protests across disputed territories 
On October 20, Iraqi federal forces and Kurdish Peshmerga forces exchanged fire around the town of Altun 

Kupri. While technically within Kirkuk province (Federal Iraq) security in the Altun Kupri area has been provided 

by Kurdish forces since the US-led invasion of 2003. ISF operations in the area appeared to be in line with their 

stated intent of re-establishing control of federal territory. Some acts of violence, intimidation and provocation 

have been reported against security forces, individuals and political institutions across the disputed areas since 

the withdrawal of Peshmerga forces. Tensions have been particularly acute in areas currently controlled by 

PMU, though PM Abadi has ordered the handover of major towns to ISF. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 

 

Baghdad’s deadline over Peshmerga withdrawal from Kirkuk expires  

The reported Iraqi deadline for Kurdish forces to withdraw from areas in and around Kirkuk city expired during 

the early hours of October 15. Unconfirmed reports claimed that the ‘deadline’ had been extended for an 

additional 24 hours following negotiations between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. Separate reports claimed 

that on October 14, Iraqi Vice President Ayad al-Allawi called on all the parties involved to gather for an urgent 

meeting over the escalated tensions between Baghdad and Erbil over Kirkuk. In a written statement, Allawi said 

the strained relations between the federal government and the Kurdistan Region need to be fixed in the light of 

the constitutional articles. The Allawi statement also said that the calls by Kurdistan President Masoud Barzani 

for negotiation with Baghdad and the Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi's refusal of using force to settle issues 

need to become the basis for bilateral talks over the dispute.   

 

PM Abadi rules out internal conflict, President Masum calls for dialogue  

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has ruled out civil strife in the country as a result of tension between the 

central government in Baghdad and the Kurdistan Region.  In a recorded televised speech carried by 

government-sponsored Al-Iraqia News TV on 17 October, Abadi said fighting the IS group is still the country's 

priority.  Speaking in his weekly news conference, he said that the government urged the Peshmerga to 

coordinate with the Iraqi army in the disputed areas to maintain security. He said the Peshmerga troops 

disobeyed their commander’s orders and abstained from clashing with the Iraqi army troops.  "I will not get 

involved in internal conflict," he stressed, saying that "we do not seek escalation". He also warned anyone 

against attacking Iraqi troops in Kirkuk and called for taking legal measures against anyone attempting to do so.   

 

Kurdish electoral commission announces suspension of November 1 Kurdish elections 

In a statement released on October 18, the Kurdish Independent High Electoral and Referendum Commission 

(IHERC) said it had decided to suspend the preparations for the upcoming presidential and parliamentary 

elections, due to be held on November 1, due to the recent violence in Kirkuk and other disputed territories.  The 

suspension is due to not receiving "the names of candidates on the scheduled dates and because of the recent 

development in Kirkuk and the disputed areas," the IHERC statement said.  It said "the suspension will continue 

until the parliament of Kurdistan region will take a decision about the matter."  

 

US State Department reiterates support for Iraqi government actions 

A statement by Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi office on October 18 reported that the prime minister received a 

telephone call from US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson.  According to the statement, Tillerson reiterated that 

Washington does not recognize the referendum in the Kurdistan region, and it supports the unity of Iraq and the 

steps of the federal government to avoid clashes and impose the rule of law.  Tillerson said the US continues to 

pay particular attention to the war against Islamic State and liberation of all Iraqi territory and supports the efforts 

of the Iraqi government to eliminate terrorism, in addition to reconstruction of the liberated areas and support the 

Iraqi economy.  PM Abadi said what happened in Kirkuk represents a redeployment to impose order in the 

province, which are legal and constitutional steps in order to prevent the division of the country and weaken it.   

 

Iraqi president ratifies removal of Kirkuk governor Najmiddin Karim 

Iraqi President Fuad Masum has ratified a decision to sack the governor of the disputed Kirkuk province, 

Jordanian based al-Taghier TV reported on October 18.  This comes shortly after an Iraqi administrative court 

has rejected an appeal by Najmiddin Karim against a recent parliamentary vote to remove him amid the tension 

between the central government in Baghdad and the autonomous Kurdish government.  Lawmaker Jassim 

Jaafar told private al-Sumaria news website that Karim had committed “major legal violations”. Karim is a leading 

member of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), which was co-founded by late Iraqi President Jalal Talabani. 
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Kurdish government welcomes Iraqi PM's call for dialogue 

Kurdish media reported that the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has reportedly welcomed Prime Minister 

Haider al- Abadi’s calls for talks with Erbil to resolve outstanding problems.  A report on the KRG website said 

the cabinet led by PM Nechirvan Barzani, welcomed Abadi's call "for starting talks with the KRG for resolving the 

problems between the Kurdistan Region and the federal government on the basis of the Iraqi constitution and in 

the framework of partnership and consensus".  The report said the KRG showed its readiness for talks, and 

called on the international community to cooperate with both sides to start the talks.   

 

Iraqi court orders arrest of Kurdistan's vice president 

Iraq has ordered the arrest of the vice president of the Kurdistan Region over remarks in which he described the 

federal government troops entering Kirkuk as "occupation forces".  State-run Iraqia News TV reported on 

October 19 that the Iraqi Supreme Judicial Council has issued an arrest warrant for Kosrat Rasul Ali, who is also 

the acting secretary general of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan Party. Kurdistan Region President Masoud 

Barzani issued a statement condemning the arrest warrant and said the court’s decision “is political and it clearly 

shows what the ruling mentality in Baghdad is like.” 

Security 

 

Federal forces advance towards Kirkuk city early on October 16 

In the early hours of October 16, Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), Counterterrorism Services (CTS), Federal Police 

(FP), and Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) launched operations to “impose security in Kirkuk” following the 

reported breakdown of negotiations on October 15.  Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi called on the people of 

Kirkuk to cooperate with the security forces as Iraqi army, counter-terrorism and federal police forces moved in 

and took control over areas south and west of Kirkuk city.  The Iraqi Joint Operations Command subsequently 

announced that the ISF had taken control of a number of oil and gas facilities including Kirkuk Power station and 

the North Gas Company, reports later in the morning also reported the ISF had positioned forces inside K1 

airbase to the west of Kirkuk city. 

  

ISF control large areas of Kirkuk city, Kurdish withdrawals in Nineveh and Diyala  

Over the course of October 16, Iraqi federal forces advanced into many parts of Kirkuk city and adjacent military 

and energy facilities. Local Kurdish forces aligned with the PUK offered minimal resistance as federal forces 

moved into the area, many media reports have focused on an agreement in place between the PUK leadership 

and Baghdad for an orderly transfer of the facilities listed. As a result, Baghdad is now in control of the portions 

of PUK-controlled Kirkuk that it held prior to the 2014 military collapse.  Government forces were also reported to 

have moved into the oil fields of Dibis district that have been held by forces loyal to the Kurdistan Democratic 

Party (KDP) since 2014.  

 

Kurdish forces continue withdraw from disputed areas in Nineveh and Diyala 

Kurdish Peshmerga forces continued to withdraw from the disputed areas across northern and eastern Iraq on 

October 17, following their withdrawal from the city of Kirkuk and its environs the previous day.  Kurdish forces 

were reported to have withdrawn from a number of areas within the disputed territories between the Kurdish 

region and Federal Iraq, including areas occupied following the ousting of IS from the region.  In Nineveh, the 

town and district of Sinjar and the Rabia border crossing with Syria were reported vacated by Peshmerga forces 

and are now reported under the control of PMU forces.  Peshmerga forces are also reported to have withdrawn 

from Bashiqa to the northeast of Mosul and the areas of Gwer and Makhmour, in line with the 2003 officially 

recognised border between the Kurdish region and Nineveh province.  Reports also confirmed that Peshmerga 

forces had also withdrawn from the northern areas of the upper Diyala River Valley over October 16/17, 

including the areas of Jalawia, Kanaqin and Mandali. 
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SDF announces liberation of Raqqa, reports of IS fleeing to border stronghold 

The fall of Raqqa, the nominal Islamic State capital in Syria, was announced on October 17 by the US backed 

Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), ending over three years of IS rule in the city.  SDF spokesman Talal Sello said 

the fighting was over after a four-month assault and that clearing operations were now under way to root out any 

jihadist sleeper cells and remove landmines and unexploded ordnance. The US military however reported that 

they could only confirm that about 90% of the city had been fully cleared, but that ISs control over the city was 

effectively over. Separate reports claimed that hundreds of fighters had fled south to regroup in border areas of 

the Euphrates River Valley (ERV) between Syria and Iraq.  

 

Germany suspends military training mission to Peshmerga forces  

Germany has suspended the training of Kurdish Peshmerga forces in northern Iraq amid concerns over the 

current issues between Baghdad and Erbil, officials confirmed on October 17.  “The military training activities 

have been temporarily suspended," a German Defence Ministry spokeswoman stated, adding that officials are 

closely monitoring developments in close coordination with allies in the anti-IS coalition.  Germany had been 

providing military training for Kurdish Peshmerga forces since 2015 to support the fight against IS in the region.  

As part of the training mission, German armed forces (Bundeswehr) stationed approximately 150 soldiers in 

Erbil.  The German government had previously criticized the KRG’s unilateral move to hold last month’s unofficial 

independence referendum and called for dialogue between Erbil and Baghdad to resolve their issues. 

 

Situation update: Kirkuk, Nineveh and Diyala; PM Abadi again calls for dialogue  

Iraqi government forces said on October 18 that they had achieved their objectives of reclaiming federal territory 

which had been under Peshmerga control.  "Security has been restored in sectors of Kirkuk. Forces have been 

redeployed and have re-established control of Khanaqin and Jalawla in Diyala province, as well as Makhmur, 

Bashiqa, Mosul dam, Sinjar and other areas in the Nineveh plains," the federal government's Joint Operations 

Command said in a statement.  The statement also added that Iraqi forces were now also in control of the Bai 

Hassan and Avana Dome oil fields.  During his weekly briefing, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi called for 

dialogue to resolve the issues between Baghdad and Erbil within the framework of the Constitution of Iraq.  

 

Islamic State impose curfew after Iraqi flag raised in al-Qaim 

Iraqi media has reported that Islamic State militants declared a curfew in al-Qaim in western Anbar on October 

19 after an unknown person raised an Iraqi flag there, a paramilitary commander said.  Qatari al-Obaidi, a senior 

commander of tribal forces in Anbar, told Alsumaria News that Islamic State members declared a curfew at al-

Obaidi region, al-Qaim after unknown individuals raised the Iraqi flag above a local school, also painting  hostile 

graffiti  reading “down with IS, hail to the Iraqi army”. 

 

Tensions remain around Altun Kupri in northeast Kirkuk province following clashes 

On October 20, Iraqi federal forces and Kurdish Peshmerga forces exchanged fire around the town of Altun 

Kupri in northeast Kirkuk province, on the border with the Kurdistan region. Iraqi government forces have 

reportedly restored federal control to the area.  Media reporting of the clashes appear to have been exaggerated, 

with a number of spurious reports over the extent of the clashes and the forces involved.  Altun Kupri sits astride 

the Little Zab River on the official boundary between Federal Iraq and the Kurdish region.  While technically 

within Kirkuk province (Federal Iraq) security in the Altun Kupri area has been provided by Kurdish forces since 

the US-led invasion of 2003. 

 

US calls for calm following latest clashes in Kirkuk province 

Following the clashes in Altun Kupri on October 20, the US State Department issued a statement calling for calm 

between Baghdad and Erbil.  US State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert said in the statement that "In 

order to avoid any misunderstandings or further clashes, we urge the central government to calm the situation by 

limiting federal force movements in disputed areas to only those coordinated with the Kurdistan Regional 

Government." The US also urges "all parties to cease all violence and provocative movements, and to 

coordinate their activities to restore calm," Nauert added. 
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Iraqi forces re-establish control of several districts in northern Nineveh province 

Iraqi forces supported by PMU were reported to taken over a key position north of Mosul city after Peshmerga 

forces withdrew from the area.  Reports on October 20 stated that PMU forces were now in control of Wanah 

district in northern Nineveh province.  Earlier reports also claimed that Iraqi forces had also taken control of 

Zummar town, 35km northwest of Mosul, according to a statement, issued by the War Media Network, affiliated 

with the Iraqi Defence Ministry and aired on Iraqi state television. 

Humanitarian  
 

UN aid chief: Hundreds of thousands of civilians who fled Mosul still vulnerable 

One year since the start of the military campaign to retake Mosul from Islamic State, the United Nations 

Humanitarian Coordinator said hundreds of thousands of people remain vulnerable and in need of 

assistance.  “The number of people who fled exceeded even our worst-case projections,” Lise Grande, 

Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq said. “We feared that as many as 700,000 civilians might flee. The actual 

number was far, far higher.” Iraqi Security Forces evacuated one million civilians in one of the largest managed 

evacuations in recent history, she explained.  Following the nine-month battle, 673,000 Mosul residents remain 

displaced from their homes; 274,000 are living in 18 camps and emergency sites surrounding the city; and 

400,000 are staying with family, friends or in rented accommodation, according to the Office of the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).   

Economy 

 

Oil markets jump over concerns of reduced output following ISF move into Kirkuk  

Oil markets jumped on October 16 as following the commencement of Iraqi military operations in Kirkuk 

province, raising concerns over exports from OPEC's second-largest producer.  International Brent crude futures 

were at $57.75 per barrel at 0733 GMT, up 58 cents from the previous close, after trading as high as $58.13. 

U.S. WTI crude was at $51.95 per barrel, up 50 cents. Earlier in the day, it traded as high as $52.22.  "The 

escalation in Northern Iraq is the main driver," Commerzbank analyst Carsten Fritsch told the Reuters Global Oil 

Forum. "Oil supply from this region is at risk."  This latest escalation has heightened worries over oil exports from 

the Kurdish region, Kirkuk accounts for 200,000 barrels per day (bpd) of the some 600,000 bpd of oil produced in 

the KRG region. The price increases were also underpinned by worries over renewed US sanctions against Iran. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces (Kirkuk/Salah al-Din/Diyala) 

 

 

 
In Nineveh, the most significant reporting relates to the gradual and largely orderly handover of territory from 

Peshmerga to PMU and ISF, though patterns of criminal and insurgent activity have continued in line with recent 

trends. Acts of violence, intimidation and provocation have been reported against security forces, individuals and 

political institutions across the north.  ISF made arrests linked to recent abductions and murders in east Mosul's 

Baker neighbourhood. Gunmen killed a health department employee in east Mosul near Muthanna Bridge, and a 

body showing gunshot wounds and signs of torture was found in al-Hawi in the west of the city.  

 

West of Mosul, five Federal Police members were killed and three others injured in a double IED detonation 

targeting their convoy near Qala'a, Tal Afar, approximately 50km west of Mosul. In a separate incident, two other 

policemen were killed and another injured by a roadside IED in Badush, near the western outskirts of the city. IS 

have continued to test and assert freedom of action, meeting a typically robust response by ISF/PMU. Six 

militants were reportedly killed during an attack on Tal Safuk near the Syrian border, and seven others were 

killed in Qayyarah and Hatrah, both in the south of the province.  
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Reporting in Kirkuk has been characterized by tensions arising from the referendum and exacerbated by the loss 

of territory to ISF. ISF reported the arrest of several individuals firing automatic weapons in a Kurdish residential 

neighbourhood in Kirkuk city. The office of the Turkomen front party was set on fire in Altun Kupri, 25km north of 

Kirkuk, near the boundary with Erbil province.  Several other acts have been reported that cannot be clearly 

attributed to Sunni insurgents, Kurd-Arab-Turkomen tensions, or basic criminality. Two fatal shootings were 

reported in Kirkuk city, including that of a retired senior Iraqi Air Force officer in a drive by shooting, and armed 

clashes between security forces and gunmen were reported in Shorja, to the north. An abduction was also 

reported in Taza to the south. 

 

Reports indicate that IS took advantage of confusion surrounding the ISF push into Kirkuk to mount attacks on 

villages in the northern Dibis and southern Daquq districts over the course of the week, killing at least three 

civilians. Some account initially stated that IS had taken control of two villages in Dibis, though this was not 

borne out in later reports. In the former Hawija enclave, an IS security chief along with another militant was also 

reported to have been arrested in Hawija town. An IS suicide attack was also reportedly foiled in Zab, west of 

Hawija, when a civilian shot and killed three attackers and prompted a fourth to detonate his device prematurely. 

Eight IS militants were also reportedly arrested during ISF advances into Dibis. 

 

Reporting in Salah ad-Din has been relatively subdued, with most notable incidents linked with the ISF/PMU 

advances in to Peshmerga territory. ISF killed three IS militants in different areas during ongoing clearance 

operations in eastern Shirqat. Also in Salah ad-Din, PMU reported killing a suicide attacker hiding in an IS tunnel 

in the Makhoul Mountains. Five militants were reportedly killed and another arrested in an IS attack on PMU 

positions in Siniyah, west of Bayji. Political violence linked to Kurdish-Turkomen splits over the recent 

referendum vote has been reported in the east of Salah ad-Din. Turkomen MP Niyazi Mimaroğlu reportedly 

survived a mortar impact that severely injured his son as they were visiting Shia Turkomen PMU in Tuz 

Khurmatu.  

The most notable reporting in Diyala in this period concerns the handover of the formerly Peshmerga controlled 

areas in the north east to PMU/ISF, and subsequent civil unrest. Security forces implemented an overnight 

curfew after heavy shooting was heard in the region in October 17. A civilian was also killed and a policeman 

wounded by gunfire. Elsewhere in ISF's newly reclaimed areas, security forces launched clearance operations 

and airstrikes in Tibij and Thalib east of Lake Hamrin. In possibly related reporting, villagers in Muqdadiyah, 

central Diyala, are understood to have formed village militias over concerns of IS freedom of action, and our 

members of a single family were killed by an IS legacy IED in Jalawla in eastern Diyala.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Operations to clear Rawah and Al-Qaim in western Anbar's upper Euphrates River Valley are understood to 

have recommenced. Reporting has been subdued owing to the current situation in Kirkuk and the disputed 

territories drawing much of the national reporting focus. Coalition airstrikes have targeted an IS convoy and 

positions near Al-Qaim. ISF declared control over Umm al-Waz village, south of Rawah, and four IS militants 

were arrested in a security operation in desert areas near the town. In Anah, liberated last month, ISF EOD 

reported that 32 booby-trapped houses had been cleared and 130 IEDs defused.  

 

In related reporting, Iraqi media has also reported that IS militants declared a curfew in al-Qaim in western Anbar 

on October 19 after an unknown person raised an Iraqi flag there. Anti-IS graffiti has also been reported in the 

town. Sixty IDPs families from Al-Qaim arrived in Rutbah, 310km west of Ramadi. Also in Rutbah, three suicide 

attackers were reportedly shot and killed by ISF as they attempted to detonate their explosive belts on a security 

checkpoint in Um al-Sawn.  

 

Another suicide attacker was reportedly shot and killed on approach to a security checkpoint at the Kilo 18 area 

on the western fringe of Ramadi. A group of IS militants also launched an attack on al-Humaira on the southern 

fringes of the city; troops from the 8th IA infantry division supported by US artillery in Habbaniyah airbase 

managed to repel the attack. Elsewhere in the province, tribal militias reportedly killed three IS militants near 

Lake Tharthar in the north east. Two civilians were injured by a roadside IED in Dulab, Hit, 50km northwest of 

Ramadi in the ERV.  
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Capital Region (Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

Activity within Baghdad city has been routine, with two IED attacks, one fatal, reported in outlying areas. Two 

people were killed by an UVIED in Maalif south of Baghdad. Another device in Shaab, Adhamiyah in the north of 

the city, wounded two. 

In Sadr City, eastern Baghdad, a former Sadrist JAM (Jaysh al-Mahdi) militia commander named Abu Deraa was 

reportedly injured in a drive-by shooting in Kasra-Wa-Atash. The specific motivation is not clear, but this may be 

linked to the fatal close-quarter shooting of another individual, reported to be the brother of a prominent former 

JAM leader, in Sadr City on October 16. Three other shootings, two fatal, were also reported in Sadr City and 

New Baghdad, both in eastern Baghdad.  
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Central Region (Baghdad Belts) 

 

 

 

Five IEDs were reported in the Baghdad belts. One person was killed and three others wounded in a roadside 

IED explosion in Nahrawan, east of Baghdad. Nine people were injured in IED attacks in Tarmiyah and Taji in 

the north, and Radhwaniyah and Sayed Abdullah in the south. 

In another possible insurgent action, a civilian was killed in a close-quarter shooting by gunmen carrying 

suppressed weapons in Sabaa al-Bour, in the north east of the province. While IS routinely target Shia civilians 

with IEDs, such targeted attacks are usually reserved for government officials of security force members. The 

report did not note any GoI/ISF connection to the victim, so it is possibly a purely criminal matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

21 October 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [15]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Two PMU members were injured by an IED in northern Babel’s Jurf al-Nasr. Two IS militants were also killed in a 

failed infiltration attempt into the area. South of Jurf al-Nasr, ISF reported seizing a munitions cache and making 

a counter-terror arrest in Musayyib. An IED attack in Wasit damaged a tower belonging to a Kurdish 

telecommunications provider in al-Hakim, northern Kut; reporting suggests that the strike was linked to local 

tribal dynamics, though naturally current tensions between Iraq’s Arabic and Kurdish populations may also be a 

factor. 

 

In southern Basra province, two children were killed and two more injured when a legacy munition detonated as 

they played near Safwan. Arba’een processions have commenced, with Iranian pilgrims now entering the 

country in Basra province. Foot traffic will likely increase steadily over the next week. Insurgent attacks may be 

directed against prominent procession routes. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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