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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Iraqi forces have re-taken control of areas ceded to IS and subsequently Peshmerga across the north. This 

has triggered acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation throughout the disputed territories which 

will likely continue. Serious clashes between Peshmerga and ISF occurred in northern Kirkuk, when ISF 

retook control of Alton Kupri, formally within federally administered Kirkuk but occupied by Peshmerga since 

2003. Regional commentary has highlighted the potential for ISF to enter Kirkuk, but only under continued 

provocation.  

 
 The recommenced clearance of IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq may see heightened impetus for 

high-profile attacks into population centres in the north, west and capital regions. These will likely be 

constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or 

opportunistic targets in outlying districts (including checkpoints). IS have increased their attack tempo in 

eastern Anbar. Though recent IS suicide attack plans appear to be focusing on towns in the ERV, the cities of 

Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for further high-profile attacks, as was seen on September 27. 

 

 A complex attack in western Dhi Qar on September 14 shows IS retains intent and capability for substantial 

attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive for IS to significantly 

escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the region remaining 

isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in Basra province on 

May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9. 

Medium to long term outlook  

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraqi cabinet sets date for parliamentary election as May 15, 2018 
On November 1, the Iraqi cabinet set the date for the upcoming parliamentary election as May 15, 2018.   In a 

statement, the cabinet said that the federal government would be responsible for providing a secure environment 

to hold the elections and help displaced persons return to their districts for the elections, electronic voting will 

also be available. The statement also said that political entities associated with armed militias or factions would 

not be allowed to take part in the election.   

Iraqi PM announces ‘full’ recapture of Al-Qaim from IS 
On November 3, Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi announced the recapture of Al-Qaim town, near the Syrian 

border, from Islamic State.  Abadi made the statement during a TV interview with the Iraqia state TV outlet.  

Abadi congratulated the Iraqi people for the ‘swift and full liberation’ of Al-Qaim. A separate statement by the 

commander of West Anbar Operations, Lt-Gen Abdul Amir Yarallah said that the final assault had been 

spearheaded by units of the Iraqi army’s Counter Terrorism Unit (CTS) backed by Iraqi army forces. 

Build up to Arba’een will see increased security and route transit restrictions 
The major Shia religious festival of Arba’een is set to take place between Thursday, November 9, and Friday, 

November 10. The city of Karbala (65 km southwest of Baghdad) will see an influx of millions of Shia pilgrims; 

foot processions from distal areas of Iraq are now underway.  Significant numbers of pilgrims will be present on 

the major routes to Karbala; processions from Baghdad will also intensify in the coming week.  Transit on major 

routes in Baghdad and peripheral to the city, as well as the southern provinces will be restricted and increased 

security measures put in place.  The threat of large scale mass casualty attacks directed against Shia pilgrims is 

assessed as elevated for the pilgrimage period and the subsequent dispersal phase following November 10. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   
 

Political 
 

President Barzani gives vitriolic speech announcing he will step down from power  

On October 29, Kurdish President Massoud Barzani gave a televised speech in which he stated that he would 

step down from his presidency post and strongly criticising the central Iraqi government forces and the 

international community over the recent clashes with Kurdish Peshmerga forces. In a letter to the Kurdish 

parliament delivered earlier Barzani announced he would not seek an extension of his term in office past 

November 1.  The 20-minute speech broadcast live by KDP-funded media outlets, including Rudaw and 

Kurdistan24 TV stations, was Barzani's first appearance on TV since clashes broke out between Iraqi and 

Peshmerga forces on October 16.  In a critical address Barzani blamed Baghdad and the international 

community for the ‘oppression’ of the Kurdish region. 

 

Barzani's resignation draws mixed views in Iraqi Kurdistan 

Iraqi Kurdistan Region President Massoud Barzani's announcement of his resignation on 29 October has 

generated mixed views among Iraqi Kurds.  While Barzani’s supporters blamed an ‘international plot’ others 

welcomed it as a ‘positive step’.  Pro-Barzani protesters stormed the Kurdish parliament building in Erbil on 

October 29, where MPs were debating Barzani's resignation letter in a closed session.  The protests spread 

further north in Duhok Province, a KDP stronghold, where the protesters set ablaze PUK and Gorran party 

offices.  Ari Harsin, an MP from Barzani's KDP who refused to join the October 29 parliament session that 

debated the resignation letter, said that there was an "international plot to insult this leader".  While other 

commentators affiliated to the KDP repeated the same stance, some urged "national unity" to overcome any 

potential crises in post-Barzani Kurdistan. 

 

Iraqi parliament criminalizes the display of 'Zionist' symbols 

The Iraqi parliament voted on October 31 to activate existing laws that ‘criminalize’ what it describes as Zionist 

symbols, including the Israeli flag, in Iraq.  The parliament stated on its website that such symbols must be 

considered a criminal act, such as displaying the flag of Israel in public gatherings.  It said that the decision by 

the Iraqi parliament commits all state institutions to this law. It was reported that the parliamentary bloc of the 

Shiite Supreme Islamic Council which enjoys strong ties with Iran brought the motion to the Iraqi parliament.   

 

Iraqi cabinet sets date for parliamentary election as May 15, 2018 

On November 1, the Iraqi cabinet set the date for the upcoming parliamentary election as May 15, 2018.   In a 

statement, the cabinet said that the federal government would be responsible for providing a secure environment 

to hold the elections and help displaced persons return to their districts for the elections, electronic voting will 

also be available. The statement also said that political entities associated with armed militias or factions would 

not be allowed to take part in the election.  Last week, the Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) set a 

potential date of May 12, 2018 for the elections, subject to confirmation by the Iraqi parliament.   

 

Nineveh provincial council sacks governor over 'corruption' 

Nineveh Provincial Council has voted for the dismissal of its governor Nofal al-Akoub.  The website of Al-

Sumaria News TV said on November 1 that the council sacked Al-Akoub and referred him to judiciary "over 

charges of corruption and squandering public money".  Moreover, the provincial council has urged the federal 

government to impose a travel ban on Al-Akoub.  Kurdish Shafaq News website said on November 2 that the 

sacked governor “deployed dozens of gunmen around the provincial council’s building in eastern Mosul and 

ordered them to arrest all the council’s members who voted for his dismissal”. Shafaq added that Al-Akoub is 

now inside the council’s building under the protection of his guards. 
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Security 
 

Iraqi forces retake more areas in Anbar from IS; anti IS operations launched in Diyala 

Iraqi forces have recaptured five villages in western Anbar province from IS, the Iraqi army said on October 28.  

The five villages - Al-Nazwa, Al-Nahya, Al-Emari, Al-Tazaliya and Rataja - are located in the Euphrates river 

valley close to the border with Syria.  Iraqi forces were also reported to have taken control of Al-Khor Bridge, al-

Qaim railway station, al-Qaim power station and the Akkas gas station in the area, the army said in a Facebook 

statement. The operation to retake al-Qaim and Rawah towns near the Syrian border in Anbar started on 

October 26.  Separate reports claimed that Iraqi forces have launched a wide-scale military operation on October 

28 to chase IS militants from Diyala province, according to a local official.   

  

Three Lebanese nationals kidnapped in Baghdad reported released  

Initial media reports on the morning of October 29 claimed that the three Lebanese national reported kidnapped 

in Baghdad on October 22 had been released.  The Lebanese nationals named as Imad al-Khatib, Nader 

Hamadeh and Georges Batrouni were reported to have been kidnapped in Baghdad city after arriving through 

Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) last Sunday.  The three are expected to arrive to Beirut International Airport 

later today.  Media reports claimed that the three were freed after an operation was carried out by the Iraqi 

authorities with Lebanon's consent. Photos of the kidnappers were circulated, noting that some of them were 

arrested, while others were either killed or injured. 

 

ISF and Kurds extend ceasefire, calls for Peshmerga to withdraw to pre 2003 line 

Iraqi government's military officials and Kurdish Peshmerga commanders have agreed to extend a ceasefire deal 

until they resolve pending issues on the control of Kurdish-held border crossings in the north of the country, 

Kurdish media reported on October 29.  "A ceasefire agreement has been extended until both sides agree to 

resolve the issue of the control of [the northern Kurdish-held] border crossings [with Syria and Turkey]," Kurdish 

Sbay news website of the Change Movement (Gorran) said, citing an unnamed "source aware of the ongoing 

meeting" held in the Mosul area.  Separate reports have also claimed that during a meeting in Mosul on October 

28, Iraq stipulated that Kurdish Peshmerga forces mush withdraw to their positions before the US invasion of 

Iraq in 2003. The meeting was reportedly held under the supervision of the US-led international coalition.  

 

US could stay in Iraq to fight IS, wanted or not: US SoS 

US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said on October 30 that US forces would hypothetically stay in Iraq in order 

to defeat Islamic State, even if the government in Baghdad requests the US leave.  Tillerson, appearing with US 

Secretary of Defence, Jim Mattis in front of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, indicated that US forces 

have the right to stay in Iraq under the 2001 and 2002 Authorizations for the Use of Military Force (AUMF), a 

long-standing justification for military action around the globe, until the fight against IS is concluded.  Tillerson’s 

remarks drew criticism by sections of the US political and media establishment.  Kori Schake, a fellow with the 

Hoover Institute said it is “unfortunate Secretary of State Tillerson gave the impression we would remain in Iraq 

without Iraqi approval.”   

 

Iraqi & Peshmerga commanders visit Fishkhabour and Ibrahim Khalik border crossings 

Kurdish authorities confirmed Iraqi forces arrived in Ibrahim Khalil border crossing of the Kurdistan Region with 

Turkey for a brief assessment. Deputy Head of Ibrahim Khalil, Mohammed Tahir, stated in an interview on 

October 31 that the Iraqi Army's Chief of Staff, Lieutenant General Othman al-Ghanmi, and Peshmerga Chief of 

Staff, Jamal Eminiki, arrived at the border post for a brief visit.  Meanwhile, the Iraqi Military Cell said in a 

statement that a technical military team headed by Ghanmi arrived in a visit to the Fishkhabour and Ibrahim 

Khalil border crossings to observe both areas.  The team’s job is to determine military and security requirements 

to complete the decisions made by the Iraqi government to take control of the international border crossings.   
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Iraq accuses KRG of backtracking on deployment deal; KRG refutes Baghdad’s claim 

The Iraqi Joint Operation Command accused the Kurdistan government of backtracking on an agreement to 

allow the deployment of federal troops in the disputed areas.  The command said in a statement on its official 

Facebook page on November 1 that "a senior technical military delegation was sent to Erbil to hold talks with a 

Kurdish security delegation" but that the region's leadership backtracked on what had been agreed upon.  The 

statement also accused the Kurdish government of stalling to allow time for the construction of defensive 

positions. In a subsequent statement, the Kurdish government flatly rejected Baghdad accusations that it was 

stalling for time to build defences. The statement added that Baghdad statement reflects the "ongoing military 

aggression and unconstitutional demands against the region".   

 

Iraqi PM announces ‘full’ recapture of Al-Qaim from IS 

On November 3, Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi announced the recapture of Al-Qaim town, near the Syrian 

border, from Islamic State.  Abadi made the statement during a TV interview with the Iraqia state TV outlet.  

Abadi congratulated the Iraqi people for the ‘swift and full liberation’ of Al-Qaim.  Earlier in the day, government 

forces were reported to have entered the IS-held town, which lies across the border from the Syrian town of Albu 

Kamal.  A separate statement by the commander of West Anbar Operations, Lt-Gen Abdul Amir Yarallah said 

that the final assault had been spearheaded by units of the Iraqi army’s Counter Terrorism Unit (CTS) backed by 

Iraqi army forces.  Yarallah also stated that the neighbourhoods of Al-Jamahir, Al-Salam, Al-Resalah, Yarmouk, 

Al-Amin, and Al-Malaab has also been liberated.   

 

Baghdad – Erbil standoff over border crossings with Turkey and Syria continues 

On November 1, the Iraqi Joint Operations Command announced the breakdown of negotiations over the 

deployment of federal security forces along the Iraq-Turkey Pipeline route and the KRG border crossings with 

Turkey and Syria. Baghdad also renewed military threats to enter these areas on November 3 and challenge the 

Kurds' willingness to defend them.  This is being seen as the first test of KRG Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani, 

who became the region's chief executive after his uncle, President Masoud Barzani resigned the presidency 

earlier this week.  On October 29, the KRG parliament passed new legislation (Law Number 2 of 2017) 

temporarily redistributing the powers of the strong executive presidency among the prime minister, cabinet, 

parliamentary leadership, and judiciary.  

 

IS warns followers against attempts to demoralise them 

Islamic State has used an infographic in the latest edition of its weekly newspaper al-Naba to warn its followers 

to guard against a lowering of morale as a result of the circulation of "lies" and "false rumours" by the group's 

enemies.  The IS warning is a clear response to the significant territorial contraction following the loss of Mosul, 

Raqqa, Deir al-Zour city and other bases in Syria and Iraq.  The group's leaders are clearly worried at the 

possibility that IS might lose support among Sunni Muslims and see its fighters drift away.  According to the 

infographic, the aim of anti-IS propaganda was to create consternation among people by word or deed, in order 

to weaken IS, diminish its militants' obedience to their leaders and erode their resolve to fight.   

Humanitarian  
 
UN report on Mosul details IS’s ‘serious and systematic’ human rights violations 

On November 2, the UN released a report detailing IS’s ‘serious and systematic’ human rights violations during 

the nine-month military campaign to liberate Mosul City in Iraq.  The report, published by the UN assistance 

Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) and the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), is based on 

direct witness testimony, and documents mass abductions of civilians, the use of thousands as human shields, 

the intentional shelling of civilian residences, and indiscriminate targeting of civilians trying to flee the city.  The 

Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General (SRSG) for Iraq, Jan Kubis, said the report documents 

evidence of the mass atrocities committed by IS against civilians and Mosul itself. 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

4 November 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [9]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Economy 
 

Iran-Iraqi Kurdistan border crossings to re-open in near future: Iranian commander 

The Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces, Maj-Gen Mohammad Baqeri, has said that the border restriction 

between Iran and the Kurdistan region of Iraq will be lifted in near future, ISNA news agency reported on 

October 30.  "The border restriction between Iran and Iraqi Kurdistan will be lifted in the near future, in coming 

days," ISNA quoted Baqeri as saying.  Iran closed its borders with Iraqi Kurdistan in response to the tension 

between Kurdish leaders and the central government in Baghdad following the September independence 

referendum. Iran has repeatedly denounced the independence vote.  Iran reopened the Bashmagh (Bashmaq) 

Border Crossing with Iraq on October 25, IRIB news agency reported. Two other border crossings remained 

closed. 

 

Reported ATC strike at BIAP, though no apparent disruption of service  

According to some media reports on November 1, air traffic at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) was 

disrupted because of a labour strike by air traffic controllers (ATC) with several flights halted. This was not 

confirmed by any airport officials and as of the morning of November 1 airport traffic continued as usual, with 

some delays likely attributed to previous weather conditions.  In a press statement on the morning of November 

2, female MP Sabah al-Tamimi, a member of the National Coalition parliamentary bloc (al-Wataniya) stated that 

air traffic controllers (ATC) at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) would suspend their industrial action as of 

today due to the upcoming religious event of Arba’een.  She also stated that the PM's office had also issued an 

order to dismiss the director general of the Iraqi Civilian Aviation Authority (ICAA).   

 

Kurdish government demands 'fair share' of Iraq draft budget 

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has welcomed Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi's plan to pay Kurdish 

public-sector salaries in a statement that also criticised the Iraqi draft budget and called for a ‘fair’ allocation for 

the region.  The comments came in a statement on the KRG website, which also provided a detailed breakdown 

of the public-sector payroll.  Unusually, the statement was published in Kurdish, Arabic, and English on the same 

day, suggesting that the KRG wanted it to have an immediate and wide-ranging reach.  The statement said the 

Iraqi cabinet should not approve the draft budget bill without KRG involvement arguing that it violated the 

constitution.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
Eight Turkish security forces members and five Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) militants were reported to have 

been killed in clashes near the border area between Dohuk province and southeast Turkey on November 1.   

According to local sources, Turkish forces launched a military operation in the area to track down the militants 

crossing the border from Iraq into the Turkish province of Hakkari.  The Turkish military later reported that at 

least eight PKK terrorists were killed in airstrikes carried out by the Turkish Air Force in the Avashin-Basyan area 

of Dohuk province.  

 

IS activity in Mosul continues. Four suspected IS militants were reportedly arrested and found to be in 

possession of unspecified ‘communication devices’ near a security checkpoint in Sumer neighbourhood in 

southern Mosul. The bodies of two unidentified males exhibiting gunshot wounds and signs of torture were found 

in Tal Kayf, north of Mosul. Six alleged IS militants were arrested in Sukkur neighbourhood in eastern Mosul. 

Several suppressed weapons were found in their possession.  Two separate incidents in Mosul on November 1 

highlighted the continued risk to civilians presented by UXO/ERW and legacy IEDs.  Four civilians from the same 

family were reported injured by a ‘booby-trapped’ device when they attempted to re-enter their home in the Bab 

Jadid area in the old city area of Mosul.  Separately, a woman and two of her sons were reported killed as they 

entered their ‘booby-trapped’ house in the Tammuz neighbourhood in western Mosul.  To the west of Mosul, 
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unconfirmed reports claimed that seven PMU members were killed and five injured when two coordinated IEDs 

detonated against their patrol in Tal Afar.  On November 2, five PMU members and one civilian were reported to 

have been killed and four others injured in a VBIED explosion against a security convoy in the Rashidiya 

neighbourhood in Mosul.  

 

Activity in Salah ad-Din province has continued through the week, albeit on a subdued level comparative to 

recent weeks. On October 29, 15 IS militants and three PMU members were killed during an operation carried 

out by the Shia Turkmen militia in Barawjali village, Tuz Khourmatu, in the east of the province.  Iraqi forces were 

reported to have arrested a suspected IS militant in Samarra city.  One security force member was killed and 

another wounded when ISF intercepted a suicide attacker on the outskirts of Tikrit.   

 

Kirkuk ISF reported disarming 30 IED planted by IS militants around the Alas oil field, and have reported 

repelling six IS attacks on power plants, all at unspecified times and places within the province, over the last 

month.  On October 30, a Kurdish photojournalist was stabbed to death by unknown attackers in his home in 

Kirkuk province; Kurdish media blamed the murder on Shia paramilitaries, though this remains unconfirmed.  On 

October 31 eight suspected IS militants wearing explosive belts were reported killed and a cache of explosives 

seized during a pre-emptive operation carried out in Akulah village in Hawija district. An IED emplaced near the 

home of a KDP member in Daquq district detonated without causing casualties. 

 

On October 30, Diyala ISF reported arresting six Kurdish individuals in possession of ‘inflammatory material’ in 

Muqdadiyah. Diyala’s governor also reported the opening of the Munthiriya border crossing to Iranian Arba’een 

pilgrims. Sunni PMU members also reported repelling an IS attack on security outposts in Sherwin valley, 45 km 

northeast of Baqubah; no casualties were reported.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Activity in Anbar province throughout the reporting period has been dominated by the ongoing ISF operations to 

retake the town of Al Qaim on the Iraq/Syrian border in the northwest of the province.  Earlier in the week 

multiple airstrikes were reported against the outskirts of Al Qaim and ISF announced the recapture of areas of 

the Akkas gas field to the south of Al Qaim. ISF temporarily halted operations near Al Qaim on over November 

30/31 due to bad weather.  

 

Reports over November 1/2 continued to report ISF gains in the outlying neighbourhoods of Al Qaim.    An IS 

leader, known as Ahmed al-Iraqi was killed when a convoy consisting of 10 technical vehicles was destroyed by 

an Iraqi airstrikes near Al Qaim. The convoy was detected heading west towards the Syrian border when it was 

struck.  Separate media reports also claimed that two senior IS leaders were burnt to death after they fled from 

western Anbar to the Syrian town of Abu Kamal.  On November 3, Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 

announced the ‘full’ recapture of Al Qaim town from IS; a separate statement by the commander of Anbar 

Operations, Lt-Gen Abdul Amir Yarallah  said that the final assault had been spearheaded by units of the Iraqi 

army’s Counter Terrorism Unit (CTS) backed by Iraqi army forces.  

 

Elsewhere in Anbar, four ISF members were reported injured by an IED in Hit, northwest of Ramadi. ISF also 

reported the opening of a new checkpoint into Baghdad province, located on the so-called old Karma road in 

eastern Anbar, designated to be used only by government employees and journalists. Three people were also 

reported to have been killed by a boob-trapped device in Rutbah in western Anbar province.   

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

4 November 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [13]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 
Incident levels in the capital region including the Baghdad city area and wider province conformed to regular 

reporting norms over this reporting period. In the north of the province activity continued around the Mushada - 

Tarmiyah area with a number of incidents reported.  ISF EOD cleared a static VBIED near a local restaurant in 

Hussainiyah, in the north of the province. One person was killed and seven people injured in IED detonations in 

Sabaa al-Bour and Taji.   

 

Within the city area, activity remains a mixture of IED and SAF attacks against civilians and off duty security 

force members.  With a number of low level incidents reported across the city over the reporting period. To the 

south of the city a former member of the Sunni Awakening Movement was killed by a UVIED affixed to his 

vehicle in Latifiyah and four wanted individuals were reported arrested in a series of counter-terror raids in 

Yusufiyah, Mahmudiyah and Aqar Quf.  Six IEDs were found and cleared and a cache of munitions containing 

25 mortars seized during an operation in Rashid, in the south of the city.   

 

One person was killed and four others wounded by an explosive device near a popular market in Radwaniya, 

southwest of Baghdad  Iraqi security forces were reported to have uncovered what was described as an IS 

weapons depot in the area of al-Luhaib village in Radwaniyah district to the southwest of Baghdad city.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Babil province a traffic police officer was assaulted and two PMU members were stabbed and injured by 

unidentified individuals on motorcycles in central Hillah. A cache of munitions was also reported to have been 

found and seized during search operations in the al-Abar area of Jurf al-Nasr district, north of Hillah.   

 

A civilian was reported to have been killed in a close-quarter shooting by an unidentified gunman in the Nahda 

neighbourhood in central Diwaniyah in Qadisiyah province.  Unidentified individuals were also reported to have 

broken into a mobile clinic in central Diwaniyah, several ‘medical devices’ were reported to have been stolen, 

though no further details were given as the exact nature of the devices.  Police reported that a 41-year-old 

woman was shot and killed by unknown gunmen in central Amarah in Maysan province. 

 

 In Dhi Qar, tribal clashes were reported in the al-Sa'ih area, west of Nasiriyah in late October; ISF were reported 

to have deployed to the scene to control situation.  A separate tribal altercation in the Rifai area in the north of 

the province resulted in one man killed and two others injured.  

 

The overall situation in Basra remains unchanged with the majority of hostile incidents confined to Basra City 

and related to a typical pattern of social violence, tribal disputes and criminal activity. No notable incidents were 

recorded over the reporting period in the city with all incidents remaining low-level. Reporting from the city was 

otherwise characterised by ISF-led arrest operations which remain concentrated on criminal activity and the 

possession of narcotics in the less affluent neighbourhoods of Basra and Zubayr.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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