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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have 

been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Diyala, Babel and Wasit, Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over 

Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in northern Dohuk province.  While 

international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain entrenched in the political positions. 

  

 ISF have liberated IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq, Rawah, along the Euphrates River Valley in 

Anbar province, and the group is also under pressure in Syria. These losses of territory will likely see IS revert 

back to their asymmetric warfare model of terrorist attacks. This will potentially see a heightened impetus for 

high-profile attacks into population centres in the north, west and capital regions. These will likely be 

constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or 

opportunistic targets in outlying districts (including checkpoints). IS still retain a degree of freedom of 

movement in the rural areas of Anbar and along the Syrian border area, although ISF are now concentrating 

on clearing these areas of insurgents. Though recent IS suicide attack plans appear to be focusing on outlying 

areas, the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for further high-profile attacks, as was seen 

on September 27. 

 

 A complex attack against Shia pilgrims in western Dhi Qar on September 14 exhibits IS retains intent and 

capability for substantial attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive 

for IS to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the 

region remaining isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in 

Basra province on May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

ISF recapture Rawa in western Anbar province 
Iraqi forces have fully recaptured Rawa district, the last remaining area under Islamic State control.  "The entire 

district of Rawa has been liberated and the Iraqi flag has been raised on all its buildings," state-run Iraqia News 

TV reported on 17 November.  Iraqi forces will continue their military operations in the border area with Syria to 

take full control of it, according to the channel.  Military operations continue to hunt down remnants of Daesh to 

purge all surrounding areas and villages”.   

Al-Sadr calls for ‘two million man march’ 
During a Friday prayer sermon in Najaf yesterday, Muqtada Al-Sadr called on his followers to carry out a “two 

million man march” in Tahrir Square in order to maintain pressure on the Federal Government to carry out 

reforms and to reinforce demands that it consists of non-partisan technocrats.  He did not mention a timeframe 

for the potential demonstrations.   

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 

Al-Sadr calls for ‘two million man march’ 

During a Friday prayer sermon in Najaf yesterday, Muqtada Al-Sadr called on his followers to carry out a “two 

million man march” in Tahrir Square in order to maintain pressure on the Federal Government to carry out 

reforms and to reinforce demands that it consists of non-partisan technocrats.  He did not mention a timeframe 

for the potential demonstrations.   

 

Iraq PM calls for meeting of Arab leaders to solve crises and warns of IS attacks 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has called for a meeting of Arab leaders and said Iraq could play a role in 

solving crises in the region.  Speaking during his visit to the holy city of Karbala on November 11, Abadi warned 

against "a dangerous escalation in the region that will lead to the formation of terror and Takfiri groups".  "Any 

escalation, whether by a regional country or by the US, is rejected," Abadi told reporters in a news conference, 

aired by state-run Iraqia TV.   

 

US Congressional Bill May Impose Sanctions On Militias In Iraq 

According to reports, a bill currently before the US congress and sponsored by Republican senator Ted Poe, 

contends that the As’aib Ahl Al Haq (AAH) and Harakat Hizballah Al Nujaba (Nujaba) militias have been funded 

by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and mentored by Lebanese Hezbollah. The United States 

has taken new steps to impose sanctions on a small group of Iranian proxy militias operating in Iraq, with House 

Resolution 4238, entitled “Iranian Proxies Terrorist Sanctions Act of 2017”. The bill sponsored by Republican 

senator Ted Poe, and co-sponsored by a further two senators contends that the As’aib Ahl Al Haq (AAH) and 

Harakat Hizballah Al Nujaba (Nujaba) militias have been funded by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 

(IRGC) and mentored by Lebanese Hezbollah. Specifically, the bill states that AAH “conducted numerous 

attacks against the United States and coalition forces in Iraq between its inception in 2006 and the United States 

withdrawal in December 2011 

 

Iraqi PM urges Kurdistan PM to solve crisis 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has urged the Kurdistan prime minister, Nechirvan Barzani to assume his 

role and solve the ongoing crisis with Baghdad as soon as possible.  Speaking during his weekly news 

conference, aired by state-run Iraqia News TV on 14 November, Abadi said that the government is ready to fully 

cooperate with the Kurds.  However, he vowed to adopt "certain measures", if the Kurdish authorities would not 

allow the federal government to take control of the borders.  "We are keen on imposing the federal government's 

authority on the borders, the oil resources and all ports... to serve all citizens", he added.  The Iraqi premier also 

called on Kurds "to avert confrontation, maintain unity and implement the constitution".  "Our forces had to be 

deployed in certain areas but they were keen on avoiding fighting or attacking Kurdish forces," he said.   

 

Abadi also downplayed the threats of Kurdish parties' leaders to boycott the political arena and the coming 

parliamentary elections, saying that such actions would not threaten the talks between Baghdad and Erbil.  "We 

welcome the decisions by any political blocs to give space to young members", he said.   

 

Abadi says Iraq determined to pay salaries of state employees in Kurdistan 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has stated that Baghdad is determined to pay the “rightful salaries” of state 

employees in the Kurdistan Region. Abadi said during a press conference on November 14 that the government 

of Iraq will pay the salaries to the actual numbers of government’s employees. “We have no intention of cutting 

salaries as some have falsely claimed and we will strip away corruption and inefficiency by local authorities” 

Abadi added. According to KRG, over 897 billion Iraqi dinars (more than $769 million) per month are needed 

based on the biometric system use by the KRG payroll. KRG’s statistics in the new biometric system shows that 

the number of Kurdish employees is 1,249,481, down from 1.4 million. The Iraqi premier further said Iraq does 
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not seek confrontation with the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), calling on the Kurdish government to 

cooperate with the measures taken by Baghdad to improve “transparency and accountability.” Abadi insisted that 

border crossings with neighbouring countries must be controlled by the federal government. “As mandated by 

the constitution, we are committed to maintaining Iraq’s unity, applying federal jurisdiction in all areas, providing 

security and ensuring stability for the benefit of all of our citizens, especially those in the Kurdistan region,” he 

stated. 

 

Iraq's Kurdistan says to respect court ruling of banning secession 

In a further sign of conciliatory steps with Baghdad, the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has said it will 

respect the ruling by the Iraqi federal court, which said that the constitution does not permit separation of any 

Iraqi community.  "We respect the interpretation of the Supreme Court for Article 1 of the constitution. At the 

same time, we affirm our belief that this should be the basis for initiating a comprehensive national dialogue to 

resolve disputes by applying all constitutional articles," the KRG said in a statement.  According to the first article 

of the Iraqi constitution, "the republic of Iraq is a single federal, independent and fully sovereign state, in which 

the system of government is republican, representative (parliamentary) and democratic, and this constitution is a 

guarantor of the unity of Iraq". 

 

Iraqi PM urges Kurds to withdraw to pre-2003 borders 

The Iraqi prime minister has welcomed a decision by Kurdish officials to respect yesterday’s court ban on 

secession, but called on them to hand over control of territory they have occupied since 2003.  “We will not back 

down, our forces are there and I urge officials of the (Kurdish) region to abide by their previous statements and 

return to 2003 borders and, secondly, to hand over borders to the federal authority”, Haider al-Abadi said during 

a weekly news conference on November 15.   He further urged the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) to 

“coordinate and cooperate” with Baghdad on issues related to oil revenues, airports and borders.  “I would not 

say that our patience will run out, but we will not wait forever and we will take measures”, Abadi said.  The 

premier, however, predicted that his government’s forces would regain control of the border areas without 

confrontation.   

 

Supreme Court rejects former Kirkuk Governor’s appeal 

An attempt by the former Kirkuk Governor, Najmadin Karim, to challenge the decision that removed him from 

office has been rejected by the Federal Supreme Court in Baghdad according to reports. A spokesperson for the 

Federal Supreme Court, said that Karim’s plea against the Iraqi Parliament decision was discussed during a 

meeting during which “the Supreme Court rejected the case, and confirmed that the decision to dismiss was 

administrative rather than jurisdictive so that it cannot be considered by the Federal Supreme Court".   

 

IS has lost 95% of territory.   

Washington’s envoy to the Global Coalition against IS, Brett McGurk has stated that IS has lost 95 per cent of 

the cross-border territory it declared three years ago in Iraq and Syria.  “Since our coalition was formed in 2014, 

Daesh has lost 95 per cent of the territory it once controlled in Iraq and Syria.  “More than 7.5 million people 

have now been liberated from Daesh,” McGurk said in a statement, adding that the group’s finances are now “at 

their lowest levels to date”.  McGurk insisted that flows of foreign IS fighters into Syria have “nearly stopped,” and 

that militants are increasingly being picked up as they cross borders. “We are enhancing cooperation and border 

security, aviation security, law enforcement, financial sanctions, counter-messaging, and intelligence sharing to 

prevent Daesh from carrying out attacks in our homelands” he said.  

 

KDP MPs in Iraq parliament to return to Baghdad 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) announced that its members will return to Baghdad to participate in Iraqi 

parliament sessions.  The KDP has not attended Iraqi parliamentary sessions since the Kurdistan independence 

vote and Baghdad’s rejection of the result.  Renas Jano, one of the MPs named, said at the time that parliament 

speaker Salim al-Jabouri had asked the MPs to return to Baghdad, but he “has not given any guarantees to the 

MPs that there will not be any legal measures against them once they return” 
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KRG welcomes 365m dollars for Peshmerga in US defence bill 

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has welcomed the allocation of 365m US dollars for the Peshmerga 

in the US defence bill for 2018.  A statement released yesterday by the KRG representative office in 

Washington, said that the KRG was grateful to the US Congress "for its continued support of Kurdistan and the 

Peshmerga".  The head of the KRG Foreign Relations department, Falah Mustafa, is visiting Washington as the 

bill is being finalised.  He has held talks with Special Presidential Envoy to the Coalition Against Islamic State 

(IS) Brett McGurk.  Mustafa's office said in a statement that the delegation was visiting "to reaffirm our 

commitment to a long-term partnership" with the USA, whom it sees as "a vital ally and partner".  Mustafa also 

underlined the need for further engagement from the US and other members of the international community "to 

ensure de-escalation and withdrawal of militia groups from the disputed territories".   

 

Iraqi Kurdish PM, US envoy discuss Erbil-Baghdad dialogue 

The prime minister of the Kurdistan Region, Nechirvan Barzani, and US Special Envoy for the Global Coalition to 

counter IS, Brett McGurk, discussed dialogue between Erbil and Baghdad on 16 November. The government 

website reported that both sides welcomed de-escalation of tensions between the Kurdish Peshmerga and the 

Iraqi forces, and stressed the importance of holding talks between the two sides according to the constitution to 

resolve outstanding problems.  Barzani called for the development of bilateral ties and urged the international 

community to play a role in preparing the ground for talks between the federal government and the Kurdistan 

Region.  The report said that Deputy Prime Minister Qubad Talabani also attended the meeting.   

Security 
 

Mass graves containing up to 400 found in Hawijah district 

Mass graves containing the remains of civilians executed by IS have been found in Hawija district in western 

Kirkuk province, Iraqi authorities told reporters on November 11.  At a news conference, Kirkuk Governor Rakan 

Saeed said that the mass graves were discovered in the al-Bakara area, about 3km north of the town of Hawija 

in an area that was a US base prior to 2011.  Saeed stated that the graves contained at least 400 civilians who 

were brutally executed by IS.  Colonel Murtada Abbas of the 60th Brigade in the Iraqi military said witnesses to 

the executions had led the Iraqi authorities to the graves.   

 

Islamic State’s ‘al-Bayan’ radio broadcast resurfaces online 

Islamic State group has offered a new online streaming link for its al-Bayan radio programmes, which had been 

absent for nearly a month.  However, given that the offering appears to be recorded programmes that can be 

paused, rather than live broadcasts, it is not clear if IS has managed to resume radio transmission or if it is 

simply streaming online al-Bayan programmes.   

 

IS claims attack on oil pipeline in Iraq 

IS has claimed to have targeted an oil pipeline in eastern Iraq with an explosive device.  IS's news outlet Amaq 

issued a brief statement on 13 November saying that the group "blew up a pipeline that carries oil from Nafut 

Khanah area [near the border with Iran] to Baghdad".  The report added that the attack was carried out "via an 

explosive device in al-Humairat village in the district of Mandili to the east of Baquba".  The mentioned areas all 

lie to the east of Baghdad in Diyala Province, which borders Iran. 

 

Kurdish Authorities Hand Over 150 "Suspected Terrorists" To Baghdad 

Kurdish authorities have reportedly handed 150 people over to the Iraqi federal government in order for them to 

be tried for suspected links to “terrorism,” Iraqi Joint Operations Command said on November 11. “The Iraqi 

federal forces from the Ministry of Interior received 150 terrorists from the Sulaymaniyah authorities in the 

Kurdistan Region,” a spokesman for Iraqi Joint Operations Command said in a statement 
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Humanitarian  
  

At least 341 killed and over 5,000 injured in Iran-Iraq earthquake 

Iranian state media reported that at least 341 people have been killed and over 5,000 injured in Iran after a 

magnitude 7.3 earthquake struck near the border between Iran and Iraq.  The earthquake was centred about 19 

miles outside the eastern Iraqi city of Halabja at about 9.20pm Iraq time on November 12.  It was reported 15 

miles deep and was felt for about 20 seconds in Baghdad and was also felt in Turkey, Kuwait and Israel. The 

Iraqi government has not confirmed casualties but earlier reports said four people had died and 200 were injured 

in Iraq's Sulaymaniyah province and Khanaqin city.  The quake triggered landslides in the mountainous region 

along the Iran-Iraq border, also destroying buildings, shattering windows and sending people running for safety.  

In Iran, more than 60 of the dead were from the town of Sarpol-e-Zahab, about 10 miles from the border with 

Iraq.  Kermanshah province, with a population of around two million, appears to have been worst hit, especially 

the towns of Qasr-e Shirin and Azgaleh 

Economy 
 

Oil minister talks Kirkuk petroleum security with mobilization leader 

Iraq’s oil minister has reportedly discussed with a senior paramilitary leader efforts to secure petroleum wells in 

Kirkuk province after Iraq took over the city in October. The media service of the Popular Mobilization Units 

(PMU) said Iraqi Oil Minister Jabbar al-Luaibi met with PMU deputy chief, Abu Mahdi al-Mohandes, to discuss 

means to protect oil wells in Kirkuk.  It said the meeting discussed collaboration between government security 

authorities and the PMU in that respect.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
Turkish airstrikes again targeted Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) positions in the Kurdish region of northern Iraq 

over the reporting period. Warplanes carried out airstrikes on suspected PKK positions in the Mount Asos area in 

Sulaymaniyah province and also the Sidikan area of Erbil province, killing an unknown number of PKK fighters 

and one civilian.  Later this week, Turkish warplanes also hit PKK positions in Avasin-Baysan in Erbil province 

which left three P.K.K. members dead.  Meanwhile, in an unusual occurrence, several Turkish soldiers were 

reportedly killed during a PKK ambush in the Qadesh area of Sarsink, in northern Dohuk Province. Separately, 

PUK-aligned Kurdish security Assayish were reported to have arrested two IS cells consisting of several women 

in the Setak area north of Sulaymaniyah, as they were allegedly planning to launch attacks in the city.  Also in 

Sulaymaniyah province, a number of civil society organizations and women’s rights activists gathered in 

Sulaymaniyah city on November 12 in protest of the recent amendments to the Iraqi Personal Status Law which 

potentially lowers the age of marriage to 12 years for girls. 

 

Legacy IED’s and ERW continue to kill and injure civilians and ISF personnel in Mosul, Tal Afar and the outlying 

districts in Nineveh province. Two ISF members including an army Colonel were reported killed while defusing a 

boob-trapped device in Tal Afar, and an elderly woman was killed as she activated a legacy IED in the old city 

district of Mosul. A woman and her child were also injured by a booby-trapped device in al-Tanak neighbourhood 
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in western Mosul and an engineer and a construction worker were killed by an IS legacy IED near the Al-Hurriya 

Bridge in Mosul City.  Five policemen including a Lieutenant Colonel were killed and seven others injured when 

an IS suicide attacker detonated his explosive belt on a security checkpoint in al-Hawd village in Qayyarah 

district, south of Mosul on November 12.  PMU reported safely removing thirty-eight IEDs during the ongoing 

clearance operations in Hamdaniya, east of Mosul.  Three civilians were also killed in a SAF attack on a house in 

Hadimah village of Rabia, north west of Mosul and two employees of the Ministry of Electricity were killed by 

gunmen near a work site in Hammam al-Alil, south of Mosul.  

The border area between Syria and Nineveh province also remains active. ISF killed seven IS militants and 

arrested five others in clashes near the Yarabia border area with Syria on November 15 and ISF reported killing 

seven IS militants in a failed attack in Tal Asfuk village near the border on November 16. 

  

In Salah-al-Din province, an ISF detachment from Salah al-Din Operations Command, supported by helicopters 

was reported to have killed 13 IS suicide attackers in a pre-emptive security operation carried out in Shiha 

village, west of Tikrit, several other suspected IS militants were also reported to have been found hidden in an 

under-ground tunnel in the area.  ISF also reported that 21 IEDs were disarmed, three underground tunnels, and 

four legacy fighting positions were destroyed during an operation near the Hamrin Mountains in northern SaD 

province.  In addition PMUs also reportedly killed three IS militants and destroyed one technical truck in a failed 

IS infiltration attempt into the al-Siniyah area, west of Bayji.   

In Tuz Khourmatu tensions remain high between local ethnic Kurds and PMU militia with accusations of reprisals 

against the Kurdish population by PMU militia, although this has been denied by the PMU leadership.  It was 

also reported that an inter-PMU conflict broke out between two Iranian-backed Shi’ite militia groups in the town 

on November 14. Mohammed Fayaq, head of Tuz Khourmatu Communication Department, said in a press 

statement that an incident took place between the Asaib Ahl al-Haq (AAH) militia group and Turkmen militias in 

Tuz Khourmatu. Ali al-Husayni, the deputy chairman of the Tuz Khourmatu District Council, denied reports that 

stated the road linking the district to Sulayman Bak was cut. He said that the situation is stable in the district and 

that "reports by some media outlets and social media are baseless". 

 

The Hawijah area remains active with legacy IS cells continuing to harass ISF.  Two IS suicide attackers 

reportedly detonated their explosive vests against ISF patrols in Hawijah on November 12 and four IS militants 

including two suicide attackers were also killed during a failed infiltration attempt into Batma village, north of 

Hawijah.  Also in Batma, ISF killed six IS members and arrested 14 others.  In addition, three IS militants were 

reportedly killed in an operation in the al-Jadaa villages of Hawijah, west of Kirkuk and ISF reportedly killed 

seven IS militants hiding in an underground tunnel complex near the al-Dhibaa military base in al-Rashad, south 

of Hawijah.   

 

Meanwhile, low level incidents continue in Kirkuk during the aftermath of the ISF advance into the area on 

October 15 and 16.  Unidentified gunmen targeted a CTS patrol in the Shorjah area in northern Kirkuk city with 

an RPG, without causing casualties and a Kurdish man was reportedly arrested in connection with an RPG 

attack against a CTS patrol in the Shorjah area in northern Kirkuk city that occurred on November 10.  Fourteen 

alleged IS militants were also arrested in Multaqa, 35 km southwest of Kirkuk.  It was also reported that ISF 

safely removed 152 IEDs during ongoing clearance operations in al-Fat'ha region in western Kirkuk.   

A grenade was reportedly thrown into the home of an ISF member in Kirkuk city, working for the Intelligence 

Department in the province, without causing casualties.  The perpetrators were unknown.  It was further reported 

that ten IS militants and 4 PMU members were killed in clashes during a raid on a suspected IS hide-out near 

Bashir, south of Kirkuk.  Meanwhile, two suicide bombers were killed in a failed infiltration attempt into Zab area, 

85 km west of Kirkuk.  Additionally, a grenade was thrown into the home of a Kurdish man (an alleged PKK 

supporter) in Daquq, south of Kirkuk, no casualties were reported. 
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Diyala province remains an area of significant IS activity and ISF CT operations continue throughout the 

province, particularly in Baqubah, Muqdadiyah and the Hamrin Mountain region.  ISF and PMUs launched a 

large-scale military operation supported by helicopters near Naft Khana and the Thalib Valley, 90 km northeast 

of Baqubah on November 12, which resulted in six safe-houses destroyed and one IED disarmed.  In addition, a 

clearance operation was launched in Hawi al-Adhaim in the same area, which resulted in the deaths of two IS 

militants and the destruction of one vehicle. Three safe-houses were also reported destroyed and two IEDs 

disarmed in a clearance operation near Hamrin Mountains, northeast of Baqubah.  An IED was defused in Nahr 

al-Imam village of Muqdadiyah, northeast of Baqubah, without incident and a further three IEDs were found and 

cleared during a clearance operation carried out in Buhriz and Kan'an, south of Baqubah.  A police captain was 

killed when unidentified gunmen opened fire as he drove his vehicle through the al-Zuhur neighbourhood in 

central Khalis district, north of Baqubah. Two women were killed and one other injured when gunmen stormed 

their home and opened fire in Nahr Ibrahim village IVO Kan'an, east of Baqubah. All the victims were related 

(sisters) and had recently moved from Nida region of Mandali into Nahr Ibrahim. 

A member of Diyala Provincial Council, Omar al-Kerwi, announced in a press statement that Prime Minister, 

Haider al-Abadi had approved a proposal to a form an ISF-backed Sunni militia in the recently liberated areas of 

Jalawla sub-district, 70 km northeast of Baqubah, in coordination with Diyala Operations Command.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Security operations in Anbar have been dominated this week by the assault and recapture of the last remaining 

IS-held town of Rawah.  "The entire district of Rawah has been liberated and the Iraqi flag has been raised on all 

its buildings," state-run Iraqia News TV reported on 17 November.  Iraqi forces will continue their military 

operations in the border area with Syria to take full control of it, according to the channel.  Military operations 

continue to hunt down remnants of Daesh to purge all surrounding areas and villages”.  It was further stated that 

the al-Jazirah region in Anbar would be the focus of subsequent operations.  Meanwhile, Iraqi Prime Minister 

Haidar al-Abadi congratulated the armed forces and on the liberation of Rawah in ‘record time’.  Interior Minister 

Qassim al-Aaraji said that the liberation of Rawah marked the end of the military presence of IS in Iraq. 

Following its official liberation from IS on November 3, a local official from the town of Al Qaim has stated that at 

least 25 percent of the district has been “totally destroyed”. Nazem al-Bardan, head of Al-Qaim’s municipal 

council, told press that "after Al-Qaim was retaken from [Daesh] last month, local government officials tried to 

estimate the damage sustained by the district; they put the destruction at some 25 percent of Al-Qaim owing to 

recent military operations and terrorist attacks”. Al-Bardan stated that the district’s power infrastructure had been 

rendered almost completely inoperable, while water and sewage infrastructure had also sustained considerable 

damage.  Al-Bardan urged the central government in Baghdad and international aid organizations to help rebuild 

the war-damaged district as soon as possible, “especially in terms of vital service infrastructure”.  

 

Meanwhile, ISF reported two counter-terror arrests in Karma in eastern Anbar province and discovered a 

chlorine gas rocket factory in the Jughaifi neighbourhood in northern Fallujah.  A cache of explosives containing 
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115 IEDs and unspecified quantities of C4 was also seized during a search operation in Wadahiyah in western 

Anbar.  ISF also reportedly arrested three alleged IS militants in Ramadi and also safely removed 43 IEDs during 

ongoing clearance operations in the al-Rummanah area of Al Qaim.  Meanwhile, the War Media Cell reported 

the destruction of several IS training camps in the Qadhif Valley in western Anbar during Iraqi airstrikes and the 

find of a cache of explosives during a search operation in Karma in eastern Anbar Province. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 
Activity in the capital region over the reporting period has seen continued low-level, low-yield IED attacks, 

particularly in the Abu Ghraib area. 

To the north of the capital, a VBIED was found and cleared during a search operation in Albu Khalid village near 

Tarmiyah.  An IED detonation on November 12 near shops in al-Hamamiyat village near Taji left one person 

dead and five others wounded and a second IED detonation occurred in the same area on November 15, leaving 

three people injured.  Two alleged IS militants were also arrested and a cache of munitions seized in a pre-

emptive security operation in Taji.  It is not known if the incidents are related.  The body of an unidentified male 

exhibiting gunshot wounds to the head and chest was found in Um al-Edham village near Taji and four wanted 

individuals were arrested in a security operation carried out in Tarmiyah, north of Baghdad.  Two of the arrests 

were reportedly terror-related. A group consisting of 10 members was also reported to have been arrested in 

Rashidiya, north of Baghdad on Article IV terrorism charges, the exact details behind the arrest were not 

reported 

 

Within the Baghdad city area itself activity has been predominantly a mixture of low level IED activity, kidnapping 

events and shooting incidents.  An individual was injured when unidentified gunmen opened fire on his vehicle 

near the Jamila wholesale vegetable market in Sadr City, Baghdad.  Also in Sadr City district, a civilian was killed 

by gunmen carrying suppressed weapons and his vehicle stolen in an armed carjacking. The Commander of 

Baghdad Operations, Major General Jalil al-Rubaie, reported the arrest of an IS cell of several former residents 

of Mosul city in Karadah, stating that they were planning to attack Shia pilgrims. ISF also reported that they had 
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made safe a bomb-laden truck in Doura during the Arba’een period, though no specific date was given.  An 

employee of the Ministry of Electricity was also killed in an UVIED detonation beneath his vehicle in Dora.  

Dozens of employees of the Ministry of Electricity staged a protest outside the Finance Ministry in Rusafah, over 

the delay of their monthly salary payments.  

 

To the west of the city, Abu Ghraib has seen the most activity, with three IED attacks during the reporting period 

On November 14, an IED detonated near a local market area in Khandari leaving three people injured.  On 

November 16, four people including a woman were wounded in an IED detonation near a vegetable wholesale 

market in the al-Subaihat area of Abu Ghraib and a third IED attack occurred on November 17 in a market in the 

Zaidan area of the district.  Four people were injured.  It was also reported that ten alleged militants were 

arrested and an IED factory seized during an operation in Abu Ghraib. 

   

To the south of the capital, ISF were reported to have intercepted and killed two IS suicide attackers as they 

attempted to detonate their explosive vests on Shia pilgrims in Rashid, south of Baghdad and a cache of 

munitions and explosives containing seven IEDs, three mortars, one RPG and five IEDs were also defused and 

a cache of explosives seized during a search operation in the 5 Kilo area near Latifiyah.  One person was 

reported killed and two others injured in an IED explosion near shops in Suwaib in southwestern Baghdad city, 

and three IEDs were disarmed and a cache of munitions and explosives containing 15 mortars, 1 rocket and 

several hand grenades were found during a search operation carried out in the Tal al-Dahab, al-Gurran and al-

Mhassnah areas, south of Baghdad.  

 

A civilian was killed by a UVIED affixed to his vehicle in Mada'in in south eastern Baghdad province and the 

bodies of two unidentified males showing gunshot wounds were found inside an orchard in the al-Tuwaitha area, 

also in Mada'in.  One person was also killed and five others wounded in an IED detonation near shops in 

Nahrawan, southeast of Baghdad, and three IEDs were safely removed and a cache of munitions containing 52 

mortars found and seized during an operation in the Bayjiya area.  Finally, a security member of the Sunni 

Awakening militia was killed and two others injured in an IED strike against their vehicle in the al-Duwanim area. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Activity levels on the southern region in the wake of the Arba’een religious event have been subdued. No 

significant attacks were reported over the period.  Interior Minister, Qassim al-Arraji, reported the arrested of 41 

Iranian nationals during the Arba'een pilgrimage, for illegally entering Iraq without a visa, a relatively low figure 

considering the conservative estimate that over one million pilgrims from Iran were reported to have attended 

Arba’een. 

 

In Babil province, six IEDs were reportedly found and cleared in the al-Farisiya village, Jurf al-Nasr, north of 

Hillah in Babil province.   

 

In Wassit province, an IA Russian-made Mi-17 accidentally crashed in Shuwayja, north of Kut, during a training 

exercise, seven ISF were reported killed including three officers. No further details were given.  It was also 

reported that ‘dozens’ of people demonstrated in Aziziyah, north of Kut, over the proposal of privatizing power 

supplies in the province and dozens of street vendors also protested in Kut over removing their mobile stalls from 

a local market area in centre of the town. 

 

In Karbala, unconfirmed reporting claimed that the al-Abbas Combat Division (Firqat al-Abbas al-Qitaliyah) and 

Sadrist militia (Peace Brigades) had been deployed to the provincial boundary between Karbala and Anbar to 

provide security.  It was also reported that a number of protests were held in Karbala City over proposed 

changes to the personal status law.  Finally, a former member of al-Qaeda, wanted on terrorism charges in 

Baghdad, was arrested in Karbala city. 
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In Diwaniyah province, dozens of people demonstrated in Al-Saniya, north of Diwaniyah, over the proposal of 

privatizing power supplies in the province, and two individuals were arrested for illegally selling expired food 

supplies in Diwaniyah itself. 

 

In Dhi Qar province, two individuals were arrested for robbing a group of Iranian pilgrims in Umm Unnaij area, 

south of Nasiriyah.  An unspecified quantity of narcotics was also found in their possession. ISF also reported 

arresting three suspects in Qalat Sukkar, north of Nasiriyah, in connection with a murder in Wasit province. 

 

In Muthanna province, ten murder suspects were reportedly arrested in a series of raids across the province 

during the reporting period.  Dozens of farmers also staged a protest in Rumaitha district, north of Samawah 

over water scarcity and a boy was reportedly killed during an argument between neighbours which turned into a 

firefight in Samawah. Several suspects were subsequently arrested in connection with the incident. 

 

In Maysan province, sixteen Iranian pilgrims were reported to have been injured in a road traffic accident in Kmit 

sub-district, north of Amarah in Maysan province as they travelled back to Iran, and tribal fighting was reported in 

the Abu Rumannah neighbourhood in southern Amarah, with ISF reportedly deploying to the scene to control the 

situation.   

 

In Najaf, an individual was killed and two others injured when two unidentified gunmen on a motorcycle opened 

fire in Kufa in northern Najaf.  ISF reported arresting the assailants a few hours later.   

 

Security incidents in Basra Province continue to be dominated by criminal and tribal activity.  A government 

employee in Zubayr, south of Basra, was reportedly the target of a grenade attack carried out by two unidentified 

males on a motorcycle who threw a grenade under a vehicle whilst it was parked outside the target’s house 

close to a Mosque in the area.  The vehicles owner is reportedly believed to be involved in local education so it is 

possible that the attack is linked to school exam results which are yet to be released. The incident is currently 

considered to be a low level intimidation occurrence therefore expected within local threat parameters and not 

linked to traditionally terrorist activity.   

 

ISF reported clearing a hoax bomb, without incident, emplaced by an unidentified individual near a civilian home 

in Qurna and two individuals were reportedly injured in tribal feuding in the al-Mishraq area of Basra city.  ISF 

arrived on the scene to control the situation.  ISF also reported releasing an 18-year-old male and arresting his 

three kidnappers in a raid carried out by the Hawks Intelligence Cell in Safwan, south of Basra.  

 

A suspect was arrested in connection with the murder of two brothers several months ago inside their shop in 

Zubair.  A narcotics abuser was also arrested in the Qibla area in southern Basra city.  Additionally, a fraud gang 

consisting of two members, allegedly affiliated with an armed Shia militia, were arrested in Basra city.  Tribal 

clashes also broke out in Qarmat Ali, north of Basra, resulting in Route Topeka being closed for a short period of 

time, ISF arrived on the scene, with two suspects being subsequently arrested in connection with the incident. 

The Fourth Region Border Protection Force reported the arrest of a local national individual in possession of a 

large quantity of narcotics in Khudir al-Mai area in the joint border triangle of Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Kuwait in 

Basra province.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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