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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. The area of Tuz Khourmatu remains of significant concern 

however, with reports of Kurdish resistance groups being formed in order to protect the indigenous Kurdish 

population against alleged acts of violence against them by Shia militias.  Meanwhile, acts of low-level 

violence, intimidation and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Diyala, Babel and Wasit.  

Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with 

Turkey in northern Dohuk province.  While international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain 

entrenched in the political positions. 

  

 ISF have now liberated Rawah, IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq along the Euphrates River Valley in 

Anbar province, and the group is also under pressure in Syria. These losses of territory will likely see IS revert 

back to their asymmetric warfare model of terrorist attacks, and we have already seen an uptick in retaliatory 

attacks by IS in Mosul, Tuz Khourmatu and Hawijah. This may also be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks into 

Baghdad and the surrounding belts. However, these will likely be constrained by security footprint, particularly 

in Baghdad City, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or opportunistic targets in outlying districts 

(including checkpoints). IS still retain a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along 

the Syrian border area, however the final phase of the ISF operation to clear the Al-Jazeera desert triangle 

which straddles Nineveh, Anbar and Salah-al-Din provinces is underway and it is assessed that IS offensive 

capability in the region is now severely curtailed. Though recent IS suicide attack plans appear to be focusing 

on outlying areas, the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for further high-profile attacks, 

as was seen on September 27. 

 

 A complex attack against Shia pilgrims in western Dhi Qar on September 14 exhibits IS retains intent and 

capability for substantial attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive 

for IS to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the 

region remaining isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in 

Basra province on May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

December 09, 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [5]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

US President Trump recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, Iraqi PM Abadi rejects 
move  
As expected, US President Donald Trump announced that the US is to formally recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s 

capital.  He also signed a document ordering the relocation of the US Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.  The 

decision upends decades of U.S. policy and risks fuelling violence in the Middle East.  

Iraqi Shiite militia forming brigade to ‘defend Jerusalem’  
According to unconfirmed press reporting a new militia will be formed in Iraq to defend Jerusalem after the 

United States’ decision to recognize the city as the capital of Israel.  Safa Tamimi, spokesman for the Sadrist 

Saraya al-Salam (Peace Brigades) stated that “From tomorrow, we will start to register names of volunteers in all 

Iraqi provinces to defend Jerusalem”.  “We will arm, train, and categorize the volunteers according to their 

specialty after the registration is over”, he said.    

CIA chief says he warned Iran’s Soleimani over Iraq aggression 
US Central Intelligence Agency Director Mike Pompeo has stated that he sent a letter to Iranian Major General 

Qassem Soleimani and Iranian leaders expressing concern regarding Iran’s increasingly threatening behaviour 

in Iraq.  He said that the letter was sent after Soleimani had indicated that forces under his control might attack 

US forces in Iraq.  “What we were communicating to him in that letter was that we will hold he and Iran 

accountable for any attacks on American interests in Iraq by forces that are under their control,” Pompeo stated.   

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Low Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 

US President Trump recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, Iraqi PM Abadi rejects move  

As expected, US President Donald Trump announced that the US is to formally recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s 

capital.  He also signed a document ordering the relocation of the US Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.  The 

decision upends decades of U.S. policy and risks fuelling violence in the Middle East.  Facing an outcry of 

opposition from Arab capitals, Trump, in a landmark speech, announced he has ordered the State Department to 

begin developing a plan to move the embassy from Tel Aviv in what is expected to be a process that takes three 

to four years, the officials said. He did not set a timetable for the move.  Trump also signed a national security 

waiver that authorizes him to delay the embassy relocation for now, since the U.S. diplomats do not yet have a 

building in Jerusalem to move into, security arrangements or housing for diplomats.  Still, Trump’s endorsement 

of Israel’s claim to all of Jerusalem as its capital reverses long-standing U.S. policy that the city’s status must be 

decided in negotiations with the Palestinians, who want East Jerusalem as the capital of their future state.  The 

international community does not recognize Israeli sovereignty over the entire city, home to sites holy to the 

Muslim, Jewish and Christian religions.  Meanwhile, Iraqi Prime Minister Al-Abadi has rejected the US plan 

saying "the council of ministers rejects this step and expresses grave concern in this regard".  "The Iraqi 

government warns against the repercussions of this decision on the stability of the region and the world; no one 

has the right to take a unilateral decision in this regard", he said 

 

Iraqi Cabinet brings 2018 elections date forward by three days 

A statement posted on the website of Prime Minister Abadi's office covered the Council of Minister's session 

yesterday (December 05), saying "A vote was conducted during the session to amend the Council of Ministers' 

decision number 347 for 2017 regarding setting the date for the elections [and changed it] from 15 May 2018 to 

12 May 2018". 

 

Kurds agree to discuss handover of border crossings to Iraq 

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Erbil has reportedly agreed to negotiate a handover of control of 

northern land border crossings to the Iraqi central government in Baghdad.  At a joint press conference following 

their meeting on December 2, French President Emmanuel Macron and KRG Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani 

stressed the need for a commitment by all sides to Iraq's territorial integrity based on the constitution.  Barzani 

said: "We are ready for negotiations on the deployment of Iraqi [federal] troops at the border crossings."  He 

added "We have already announced that we will respect the decision by the Iraqi federal court", which recently 

ruled that the Kurdish referendum held in September was unconstitutional and that its result should be annulled.   

 

Iraq's largest militia the Badr Organisation sets its eyes on political influence 

Iraq's largest militia group the Badr Organisation is reportedly attempting to establish a political coalition to take 

part in next year's elections, local media have reported.  Badr Organisation leader Hadi al-Amiri is reportedly in 

talks with other groups on establishing an alliance called Mujahideen, which will compete in general elections 

scheduled for May 2018.  "The identity of this alliance has not been revealed yet. We are waiting for the 

secretary general of the Badr Organisation Hadi al-Amiri to declare it," Karim Nuri, a leading member of the 

group told Iraqi press 

 

CIA chief says he warned Iran’s Soleimani over Iraq aggression 

US Central Intelligence Agency Director Mike Pompeo has stated that he sent a letter to Iranian Major General 

Qassem Soleimani and Iranian leaders expressing concern regarding Iran’s increasingly threatening behaviour 

in Iraq.  He said that the letter was sent after Soleimani had indicated that forces under his control might attack 

US forces in Iraq.  “What we were communicating to him in that letter was that we will hold he and Iran 

accountable for any attacks on American interests in Iraq by forces that are under their control,” Pompeo stated.  

“We wanted to make sure he and the leadership in Iran understood that in a way that was crystal clear”.  It was 
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reported that Soleimani, who is the commander of foreign operations for Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards, 

refused to open the letter.  It was reported by the international press in October that Soleimani had repeatedly 

warned Kurdish leaders in northern Iraq to withdraw from the oil city of Kirkuk or face an onslaught by Iraqi 

forces and allied Iranian-backed fighters, and had travelled to Iraq’s Kurdistan region to meet Kurdish leaders.  

The presence of Soleimani on the frontlines highlights Tehran’s heavy sway over policy in Iraq and comes as 

Shi‘ite Iran seeks to win a proxy war in the Middle East with its regional rival and U.S. ally, Sunni Saudi Arabia.  

“You need to only look to the past few weeks and the efforts of the Iranians to exert influence now in Northern 

Iraq in addition to other places in Iraq to see that Iranian efforts to be the hegemonic power throughout the 

Middle East continues to increase”, Pompeo said.   

 

Moqtada al-Sadr directs his Ahrar party to stand down from next year’s elections  

Sadrist Movement leader Muqtada al-Sadr has decided to suspend the work and political activities of his al-Ahrar 

bloc for four years according to the spokesman of the movement, Saleh al-Obeidi.  In a press statement, al-

Obeidi said that decision aims at finding a new formula to break the “vicious circle which parties have pushed the 

political process into”.  Meanwhile, the head of the Ahrar party in the House of Representatives, Zia al-Asadi has 

stated that during a meeting with Moqtada al-Sadr, the leader told him that his members in Ahrar should not 

participate in next year’s elections.  Al-Asadi said in a statement: "[Al-Sadr] informed the members of the Ahrar 

bloc that “all the brothers and sisters who worked as executive or legislatives in the Ahrar bloc are not allowed to 

participate in the upcoming elections".  Al-Asadi said "His Eminence directed that the next four years will be a 

rest period for everyone who worked in the Ahrar bloc, however there was a possibility of resuming Ahrar’s 

political work in preparation for the 2022 elections 

Security 
 

Al-Sadr threatens to attack Israel via Syria border; Peace Brigades forming unit to ‘defend Jerusalem’  

According to unconfirmed press reporting a new militia will be formed in Iraq to defend Jerusalem after the 

United States’ decision to recognize the city as the capital of Israel.  Safa Tamimi, spokesman for the Sadrist 

Saraya al-Salam stated that “From tomorrow, we will start to register names of volunteers in all Iraqi provinces to 

defend Jerusalem”.  “We will arm, train, and categorize the volunteers according to their specialty after the 

registration is over”, he said.   Saraya al-Salam (Peace Brigades) is the armed wing of the movement of Shiite 

cleric Muqtada al-Sadr and is part of the Popular Mobilisation Force (Hashd al-Shaabi) militias.  Tamimi said the 

new force is being formed “in response to Donald Trump who tried to put Jerusalem within the framework of 

Zionist conquests. Meanwhile, the spiritual head of Iraq's Shia population, Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani in a 

statement "denounced and condemned the American decision that injures the feelings of hundreds of millions of 

Arabs and Muslims". "This will not change the fact that Jerusalem is an occupied territory that needs to be 

returned to its legitimate Palestinian owners", he said. An Iranian-backed militia in Iraq, Harakat Hezbollah al-

Nujaba, threatened to attack U.S. forces in the country in retaliation for the decision. "The decision by Trump on 

Al-Quds [Jerusalem] makes it legitimate to strike the American forces in Iraq," Al-Nujaba militia chief Akram al-

Kaabi said in a statement. 

 

Coalition says fewer than 3,000 IS fighters remain in Iraq and Syria  

The United States-led international coalition fighting IS estimates that fewer than 3,000 fighters belonging to the 

hardline Sunni militant group remain in Iraq and Syria.  “Current estimates are that there are less than 3,000 IS 

fighters left - they still remain a threat, but we will continue to support our partner forces to defeat them” U.S. 

Army Colonel Ryan Dillon said.  Dillon also said that the coalition had trained 125,000 members of Iraqi security 

forces, 22,000 of which were Kurdish Peshmerga fighters.  He also said that the coalition will begin a transition 

from focusing on retaking territory to consolidating gains, adding that the coalition was responsible for “liberating 

more than 4.5 million Iraqis and over 52,200 square kilometres of territory”. 

 

Iran's top security official warns against disbanding Iraq's Shia militia 

The Secretary of Iran's Supreme National Security Council Ali Shamkhani has said that any call for dissolving 

Iraq's Shia militia, the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF), is an indication of "a new plot for the return of 
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insecurity and terrorism to the region".  Shamkhani made the remark at a meeting with Iraq's deputy speaker, 

Humam Hamoudi, on December 04 in Tehran.  "The Iraqi people's patience and perseverance as well as the 

bravery of the Iraqi Army, security and popular forces and particularly Iraq's Popular Mobilisation Forces led to 

the destruction of the greatest threat against the region, despite the unhappiness of certain countries," 

Shamkhani said.  "The vigilance of Iraqi officials and particularly the Iraqi lawmakers do not let the foreigners' 

conspiracies - which aim to harm that country's national security and solidarity - bear results. Certainly this 

sedition will be countered", the Iranian official added.  Shamkhani accused the USA and Israel of planning and 

creating "a major part of the regional crises in order to safeguard the security of the child-murdering rulers of Tel 

Aviv".   

Economy 
 

KRG may file lawsuit due to ban on international flights 

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) may file a lawsuit in court due to economic damage facing the 

region’s airports following a ban on international flights, a Kurdish minister said. KRG Minister of Transportation 

and Communication, Mawlud Bawa Murad, told press that the government has made efforts to reopen the 

airports to international flights but Baghdad has not responded yet. “Due to the closure of the Erbil and 

Sulaymaniyah airports, [the airports] have suffered great damage”, the Minister said. “Besides that, many [airline] 

companies have been damaged too”, noting that the KRG may file a lawsuit in the future.  The KRG minister 

said last month that there was no way to reopen Erbil and Sulaymaniyah airports to international flights unless 

the decision was made by Baghdad.   

Humanitarian 
 

Aid not reaching IDPs under flight ban; UNHCR in Kurdistan  

UNHCR in Iraq says the closure of Erbil and Sulaymaniyah airports has created a problem for displaced persons 

and refugees needing aid. In a meeting with Head of the KRG Foreign Relations Department Falah Mustafa, 

Monica Noro, UNHCR coordinator for the Kurdistan Region, hinted at problems created for them due to the 

ongoing closure of the Kurdistan Region’s airports to international flights, saying the IDPs are unable to receive 

international aid. Baghdad shut the two airports of the Region as part of its punitive measures in response to the 

September 25 independence referendum, a move which was opposed not only by Baghdad, but by the 

neighbouring and international communities. The central government said at the time that humanitarian flights 

would be permitted under the flight ban. The Kurdistan Region is hosting over 1.6 million IDPs and refugees. In 

his meeting with the UN refugee official, Mustafa asked for increased assistance for persons displaced from 

Kirkuk and Tuz Khourmatu who have been out of their homes since October 16 after the Iraqi army and Shiite 

militias entered the region.  According to KRG figures, over 154,000 people remain displaced. Several rights 

organizations reported indiscriminate attacks against Kurdish inhabitants of Tuz Khourmatu, including arson and 

looting. Mustafa also stated that the KRG’s limited resources are impacting its response to the needs of the IDPs 

as the region suffers from a continued financial crisis. 

 

Iraq facing ‘dangerous’ water shortages 

Iraq is facing a “dangerous” water shortage, especially in areas depending on the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, 

according to Iraq’s Water Resources Ministry.  The Ministry said the southern and central cities of Iraq are most 

severely affected and expectations are that farmers will face a tough season next summer.  “Iraq is facing a 

dangerous situation in terms of water. We are worried and unable to provide necessary water,” said Minister 

Hassan Janabi.  Locals have warned of a major humanitarian crisis if the Iraqi government does not act to 

resolve the issue.  “The problem is big. Due to water shortage, death has increased among our livestock,” said 

Jasim Jaafar, a local resident. “We asked Babil health authorities plenty of times to find an immediate solution to 

the crisis”.  According to him, some children have also died due to lack of water.   Iraq has suffered from falling 

water levels in the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers, a crisis made worse by lack of rain.  The reduced flow in the 

rivers has also brought large amounts of contaminated industrial waste. What was once washed away is now 

pooling in Basra province.  In March 2017, Iraq and Turkey agreed to revamp an agreement they had signed in 
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2014, to increase cooperation and assistance between them in order to preserve cross-border water 

resources.  The Tigris and Euphrates provide most of Iraq’s water, in addition to rain and groundwater.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
In the Kurdistan region, the reporting period was dominated by a VBIED attack which targeted a Kurdish refugee 

camp in Makhmour district in the disputed areas southwest of Erbil on December 06 at 1930hrs local time.  

Three people were killed and seven were injured.  The apparent target was a guard post manned by fighters of 

the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) at the entrance to the camp according to an official from the Patriotic Union 

of Kurdistan (PUK) in Makhmour.  It was reported that there are more than 12,000 Kurdish refugees from Turkey 

who fled the country in the 1990s currently living in the camp. 

 

Turkish anti-PKK operations in the Kurdish/Turkish border areas have increased markedly during the reporting 

period, with reports suggesting that the first combined Iraqi, Turkish and Iranian operations have taken place -  

the Turkish Air Force utilising Iranian and Iraqi intelligence and targeting information during its strikes.  The 

majority of the operations this week have taken place in the Asos Mountains area to the east of Erbil Province.  

As well as air power, Turkey has also utilised artillery fire missions, predominantly but not exclusively in the 

Bradost area in the Soran district of Erbil Governorate, targeting the villages of Shansha and Kania where an 

offshoot of the Iranian branch of the PKK, known as PJAK are thought to be based.  Meanwhile, the outlawed 

Iranian ‘Kurdish Eastern Kurdistan Units’, known by its Kurdish abbreviation YRK, said in a statement on 

December 02 that Turkish air strikes had targeted their bases in the Asos Mountain near the town of Mawat in 
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Sulaymaniyah Governorate with the help of Iranian intelligence.  The YRK's statement said three of their fighters 

were killed in the Turkish air strikes.   

 

We have also seen an increase in protests and demonstrations in the KR-I.  In Erbil city, dozens of people with 

disabilities staged demonstrations, demanding better living conditions.  It was also reported that dozens of 

people staged a protest in the Hwana area, south of Sulaymaniyah on December 07 over poor local services 

provision.  The main road between Sulaymaniyah and Halabja provinces was temporarily blocked off to traffic as 

protestors started burning tires.   

 

To the west, in Nineveh province, the region has seen an uptick in security incidents, as Islamic State continue 

to launch probing attacks on ISF defensive lines in the area.  Legacy IEDs in Mosul have also continued to 

cause civilian and ISF casualties.  The reporting period has also seen more mass graves being discovered with 

two graves containing at least 140 bodies found in the town of Sinjar.   Finally, the Iraqi government announced 

that it had sent new military forces to the Mosul dam to secure the strategic facility and “prevent terrorist attacks” 

according to the Nineveh Operations Commander, Major General Najem al-Jubouri.  Jubouri stated that 

"additional military and federal units will be deployed to the dam and will consist of around 150 troops with a 

number of armoured military Hum-V’s, 20 counter-mine vehicles and 50 transport trucks. 

 

In Salah-al-Din province, the focus of kinetic activity remains the town of Tuz Khourmatu and its surrounding 

areas, with several mortar rounds reportedly impacting in central Tuz Khourmatu on December 03 without 

causing casualties.  The firing point was thought to be from the neighbouring Mount of Hanjir feature.   

 

In Kirkuk province, the reporting period was dominated by an attack on December 08, when unidentified gunmen 

carried out an attack on ISF and PMU units in central Kirkuk, killing and injuring several.  The attack started at 

around 2145hrs (local time) and lasted for hours, according to a security official in the city.   He revealed that the 

confrontation had erupted in the Farmanbaran district of Kirkuk city with a number of fatalities reported.  IS 

activity also continues in Kirkuk province, with six IS militants reportedly killed in clashes with ISF in Arisha 

village near Zab, around 95 km west of Kirkuk city. Five people were also killed in a SAF attack carried out by 

alleged IS militants in Karifi village in the Riyadh sub-district, 45 km southwest of Kirkuk.   

 

Counter terrorist clearance operations in Diyala province have continued throughout the reporting period, with 

ISF concentrating efforts in the Muqdadiyah and Baqubah areas and also the Hamrin mountains to the north 

west. The Commander of Diyala Operations, Lieutenant General Mezher al-Azzawi, reported launching a large-

scale clearance operation supported by helicopters between the al-Nida Valley and the Qizlaaq neighbourhoods 

in Mandali, east of Baqubah.  During the operation an IS SVEST attacker was killed and one other arrested after 

ISF seized a safe-house which contained multiple IEDs and large quantities of explosives.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Major General Mahmud al-Falahi, commander of the Al Anbar Operations Command, stated that units of the Al 

Jazirah and al Badiyah Operations Command, along with the Sunni tribal mobilization forces have launched a 

major military operation to clear the border areas between the district of Al Qa'im and the sub-district of Rabi'ah 

of IS remnants and to control the desert area between Mosul and Anbar.  The operation was initially due to start 

on December 07 but was delayed due to bad weather conditions. However after its initiation on December 08, 

PMF reportedly killed six IS militants in clashes in the district of Al Ba'aj.  Al Anbar Operations Command also 

said that ISF discovered three IS tunnels in the desert south of the city of Ar Rutbah and dismantled seven 

explosive devices north of Ar Ramadi.    
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 Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

A slight uptick in low-yield IED activity within Baghdad city has been noted, with five IED attacks taking place.  

Four people were wounded in an IED detonation near workshops in the Kasra-Wa-Atash industrial area of Sadr 

City, north eastern Baghdad city.  An IED detonated near a local market in the Arab Jabour area, south of Dora, 

West Rashid District, southern Baghdad city, killing one person and injuring five others, and three people were 

wounded in a roadside IED explosion in the Al-Duwanim area, also in West Rashid District both on December 

04.  In Baghdad city, an employee of the Ministry of Electricity was killed by a UVIED affixed to his vehicle in the 

Al-Rashad area of New Baghdad.  Finally, five people were also reportedly injured by an IED near a local market 

in the Al-Wahda neighbourhood of New Baghdad District, eastern Baghdad city.  

 

In the Baghdad belts area, the northern regions have seen a significant amount of security incidents.  Five 

people were injured in an IED detonation near shops in the Hammamiat area of Taji, north of Baghdad and on 

December 03, two IED strikes were reported in the Tarmiyah District within a 24hr period.  Firstly, a member of 

the Sunni tribal militias was killed and two others wounded in an IED strike against their vehicle in the Mushada 

area of Tarmiyah and secondly, an ISF member was killed in an UVIED detonation beneath his vehicle whilst 

transiting Route Tampa, also in the Tarmiyah district.  Anti-IS operations were also evident in Taji, also to the 

north of the city, when coalition aircraft carried out five air strikes against IS elements in the area.   

 

Finally, in the southern belts, one IED detonation was recorded in the Arab Jabour area which injured three 

civilians.  The majority of activity in the southern belts this week was related to various finds due to ongoing ISF 

clearance operations.   



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

December 09, 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [14]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

An IED strike on a vehicle being driven by two PMU members in Jurf Al-Nasr, north of Hillah was reported on 

December 2, resulting in the injury of both.  A bodyguard was slightly injured when a grenade was thrown at his 

home in Al-Imam sub-district north of Hillah.  It was reported that he was a guard at the residence of Iraqi 

Parliament Speaker Salim al-Jabouri.   

 

In Karbala, routine activity has been evident with two significant demonstrations taking place.  Hundreds of 

Sadrist trend supporters protested in Karbala over the privatization of the electricity power supply in the province 

and gathered two days later to protest against the US president Trump's proposed plan to move the US 

embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.   

 

Dhi Qar has once again seen anti-power privatisation demonstrations, this time in the Al-Shumookh 

neighbourhood in central Nasiriyah.  The crowd reportedly demanded the disbandment of Dhi Qar Provincial 

Council and made a demand that the provincial governor should not provide protection to the Chinese firm 

'Himalaya' which is contracted by the Ministry of Electricity to privatize the distribution sector in the province.     

 

In Maysan province, a wanted individual was arrested in a counter-terrorist raid in Al-Salam sub-district, 47 km 

south of Amarah.  Additionally, one person was killed in a tribal feuding in the Ali Al-Gharbi district, north of 

Amarah.  Meanwhile, Sarhan al-Ghalibi, a member of the Maysan Governorate Council's Security Committee, 

has expressed concern over the recent escalation of tribal disputes, high crime rate, and widespread use and 

trafficking of drugs and has called on the Interior Ministry to send military reinforcements in order to maintain 
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security and stability in the governorate.  Provincial council member Mohammad Magdi also warned of a "drug 

epidemic" which is now “ravaging young people in the south”, pointing out that drug smuggling from 

neighbouring countries is endemic. He also stated that there were many reasons for the spread of drugs, but the 

main one was the lack of border controls.   

 

Finally, in Basra province, the reporting period has seen a number of anti-power privatization protests, 

particularly outside the Basra Provincial Council offices in the Ashar area of Basra City.  ISF also reported one 

counter-terrorist arrest in Qurna, north of Basra and a low-yield IED detonated outside a law office in the Manawi 

Basha area in central Basra city, without causing casualties.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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